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AGENDA 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, February 22, 2017 
7:00 P.M. 

Cascade Branch of the Kent District Library, Wisner Center 
2870 Jacksmith, S.E. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Article 1. Call to Order, Roll Call 
 
Article 2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
Article 3. Approval of Agenda 
 
Article 4. Presentations/Public Comments (limit comments to 3 minutes) 

  
Article 5. Approval of Consent Agenda 
                          a. Receive and File Various Meeting Minutes 
 1.    Regular Township Board Minutes for 2/08/17. 
 2.    Regular Planning Commission Minutes for 1/16/17. 

           b. Receive and File Reports 
 1.    Fire Department Monthly Report for January, 2017. 
 2.    Kent County Sheriff Dept. – East Precinct 2016 4th Quarter Report. 
                         c. Receive and File Communications 
 1.    Cascade Historical Society – re:  2016 “In review” 
 2.    Letter from Right Place – re:  Payment 
 3.    Letter from Charter Communications – re:  Price Adjustments 
 4.    Letter from Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce – re:  Accident  
  Fund dividend. 
 5.    Letter from Comcast – re:  Change to Channel Lineup. 
 
Article 6. Financial Actions  
 
Article 7. Unfinished Business  
 
Article 8. New Business 

007-2017 a.  Public Hearing – Acceptance and Use of Community 
Development Block Grant. (CDBG) 

 
 b.  Consider approval of Resolutions of Acceptance and Use 

of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG). (roll call) 
 
008-2017 Consider Approval of Resolution for Road Closures for July 

4th Celebration.  (roll call) 

Expected Meeting Procedures 
 
1.     During public comments you may speak on any item 
        not noted on the agenda for a public hearing.       
2.     Please limit comments to 3 minutes per person and  
        the Board may or may not choose to respond. 
3.     Please limit your comments to a specific issue. 
4.     Please turn OFF cellular phones. 
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009-2017 Consider Approval of Contract for July 4th Celebration – 
Funny Business. 

 
010-2017 Consider Approval of the Consolidation of Precincts 1, 7 & 8 

for the May 2, 2017 Election.  (roll call) 
 
011-2017 Consider Approval of the Use of Cascade Recreation Park by 

Grand Rapids Amateur Astronomical Association. 
 
012-2017 Consider Approval of the Purchase of a Storage System for 

the Library Storage Room. 
 
013-2017 Consider Approval of Preliminary Engineering for Township 

Hall/Station #1/Station #2 Rehabilitation. 
 

 
Article 9. Public Comments on any other matters. (limit comments to 3 minutes) 
 
Article 10. Manager Comments 
 
Article 11.       Board Member Comments 
 
Article 12. Adjournment 
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MINUTES 
Cascade Charter Township 

 Planning Commission 
Monday, January 16, 2017 

7:00 P.M. 
 

ARTICLE 1.    Chairman Waalkes called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 Members Present:  Katsma, Lewis, Mead, Pennington, Rissi, Robinson, Sperla and 

Williams 
 Members Absent:  None 
 Others Present:  Community Development Director, Steve Peterson and those listed on 

the sign in sheet. 
 
ARTICLE 2. Pledge of Allegiance.           
 
ARTICLE 3. Approve the current Agenda. 
                                                          
 Motion was made by Member Robinson to approve the Agenda.   Supported by 

Member Williams.  Motion carried 9 to 0.  
 
ARTICLE 4. Approve the Minutes of the January 9, 2017 Meeting. 
                               
 Two minor corrections were noted. 
 
 Motion was made by Member Lewis to approve the Minutes as corrected.  Supported 

by Member Sperla.  Motion carried 9 to 0.   
  

ARTICLE 5. Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak to non-agenda items.  
 
 No visitors who were present wished to speak about non-agenda items. 
 
ARTICLE 6.          Case #16:3354 Jeremy and Rebecca Beadner 
 Public Hearing 
 Property Address:  5663 Cascade Road S.E.  
 Requested Action:  The Applicant is requesting a Special Use Permit to construct an 

addition to an accessory building in excess of 832 sq. ft. 
  
 Director Peterson stated that the Applicant is requesting permission to construct a 

porch addition onto an existing accessory building.  Because the building is already over 
832 sq. ft., the addition requires Planning Commission approval.  The existing building is 
about 1600 sq. ft.  The porch will wrap around two sides.  The building is over 100 years 
old and the Beadners are trying to build the addition to match the original construction.  
The porch will effectively add about 12 feet of width to the two sides of the barn.  This 
will still meet the required setbacks provided they do not come any closer than the 
40 foot setback on the west side of the building.  
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 Director Peterson recommends approval of the Special Use Permit to construct the 
porch addition with the following conditions: 

 
1. The building is not used for living space or to run a business; and 
2. Any outdoor lighting meets township regulations. 

 
 Chairman Waalkes asked the Applicant to come forward with any comments. 
 
 Mr. and Mrs. Beadner came forward and spoke about their plans for the porch addition 

to their 100 year old barn.  They have restored the existing building and intend make 
sure the addition blends with the historical beauty of the existing structure.  

 
 A brief discussion followed. 
 
 Motion was made by Member Mead to open the public hearing.  Supported by 

Member Sperla.  Motion carried 9-0. 
 
 No one came forward. 
 
 Motion was made by Member Mead to close the public hearing.  Supported by 

Member Robinson.  Motion carried 9-0. 
 
 Motion was made by Member Sperla to approve the Special Use Permit with the 

conditions set forth above by Director Peterson.  Supported by Member Rissi.  Motion 
carried 9-0. 

 
ARTICLE 7. Case #16:3350 Grooters Land Development 
 Property Address: 5357 52nd Street 
 Requested Action:  Site plan approval for 149,000 sq. ft. warehouse addition. 
 
 Director Peterson stated that the Applicant is requesting site plan approval in order to 

construct a 149,000 sq. ft. building.  Applicant is designing the site to accommodate a 
future addition of 198,250 sq. ft.  That addition will need to come back for site plan 
approval in the future when proposed.  The property does involve the reconfiguration of 
property lines with DJ’s Landscaping at 5225 52nd Street.  DJ’s has already submitted a 
revised plan to accommodate the change.  They will both need to apply for the lot line 
shift to accommodate the change if the new site plan is approved. 

 
 The building conforms to the setback, building height and parking regulations of the 

industrial zoning district.  About 214 parking spaces are being deferred for this first 
phase of the project.  However, the site was designed to accommodate all the required 
parking.  If and when needed, they can add the 214 spaces. 

 
 The property has no frontage on Kraft Avenue or 52nd St.  Applicant is obtaining access 

by easements through the properties to the East and South.  The property to the South 
has an existing easement and the property to the East has created a new easement for 
access. 
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 The easement to the South did require that they notify the property owner to the South 
of the project (L3 Avionics at 5353 52nd St.), which has been done.  L3 has submitted 
some comments and/or concerns relative to the project.  However, a few of the items 
they are asking for can only be addressed between the property owners.  We need to 
concentrate on the site plan issues relative to their concerns. 

 
 The site has been designed to meet the storm water ordinance and has been reviewed 

and approved by the Township Engineer.  A maintenance agreement will be required to 
ensure it continues to operate as approved. 

 
 Applicant has submitted a lighting plan that does not comply with the township 

regulations.  This plan will need to be revised and resubmitted. 
 
 Director Peterson recommends that the Planning Commission approve the site plan with 

the following conditions: 
 

1. A new lighting plan is submitted and approved;  
2. Compliance with the Township Engineer report; and 
3. Apply for and receive lot split approval for the reconfiguration of 5225 52nd St. and 

5357 52nd St. 
 
 Chairman Waalkes asked the Applicant to come forward with any comments. 
 
 Mr. Bill Kozak of Moore Bruggink came forward to just answer any questions or 

concerns the members may have with the project.  
 
 Mr. Scott Steiner of Rhoades McKee representing L3 Avionics also came forward to 

speak about issues impacting his client, L3.  Specifically, the easement and storm water 
draining issues. 

 
 Discussion followed. 
 
 Motion was made by Member Sperla to approve the site plan for the 149,000 sq. ft. 

warehouse addition with the conditions set forth above by Director Peterson, 
including one additional condition of satisfaction of all storm water ordinance 
requirements.  Supported by Member Robinson.  Motion carried 9-0. 

 
ARTICLE 8. 2017 Work Plan. 
 
 Director Peterson presented a proposed work plan for 2017. 
 
ARTICLE 9. Any other business. 
 
 No other business was presented. 
 
 Next meeting of the Planning Commission will be February 6, 2017. 
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ARTICLE 10. Adjournment. 
 

Motion was made by Member Lewis to adjourn.  Supported by Member Robinson.  
Motion carried 9 to 0.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.                 
             

             
Respectfully submitted, 
Scott Rissi, Secretary  

                           





































NEW BUSINESS 

 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMORANDUM 

To:   Cascade Charter Township Board 

From:   Sandra Korhorn, DDA/Economic Development Director  
Subject: Public Hearing and Consideration of Resolutions of Acceptance 

and Use of Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
money 

 
Meeting Date: February 22, 2017 
 

As you know each year Kent County allocates a majority of the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds to participating local units of government.  In 
order to spend these funds, the project must meet specific guidelines and standards. 

 
We are projected to receive $7,619.00.00 for the 2017-2018 program year.  As in the 

past, the Township does not have any low/mod income tracts.  

Last year we allocated money to Hope Network as well as Home Repair Services.   

After a discussion with the Kent County Community Development (KCCD) manager, 
staff recommends we allocate $7,158.48 to Hope Network and allocate $1,285.00 to the 
Kent County Community Development Housing Rehabilitation Program.   

 
Funds allocated to Hope Network fall under the Public Services category of the CDBG 

program which stipulates that not more than 15% of the total County allocation of funds 
can be spend on Public Services.   

 
Again, staff is recommending that Cascade Township distribute the following dollars: 
 

• $7,158.48 to Hope Network  
• $1,285.00 to the Kent County Community Development Housing 

Rehabilitation Program 
 
 

I have attached a resolution authorizing the acceptance of CDBG Funds and a 
resolution authorizing the use of the funds to the above listed service.   

 
 



 
Cascade Charter Township 

Kent County, Michigan  
Resolution #  of 2017 

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDS FROM KENT COUNTY 
 

WHEREAS, federal monies are made available under the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) program from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) through the Kent County Community Development Department; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Cascade Charter Township Board to approve the 
acceptance of CDBG funds from Kent County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Cascade Charter Township Board hereby requests that the allocation for 
the Kent County Community Development Housing Rehabilitation Program be disbursed 
from the 2015-2016 year balance; and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cascade Charter Township Board does 
hereby accept the award of: 
 
Program Description        Allocation 
 
Housing Rehabilitation Program      $1,285.00 
Hope Network        $7,158.48 
          $8,443.48 
 
from HUD through Kent County to be used for eligible activities approved by Kent County.   
 
The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member, supported by Board Member.  The 
roll call vote being as follows: 
 
YEAS: 
NAYS: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN: 
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
 
 
             
        Susan B. Slater 
        Township Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I hereby certify the above to a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Cascade Charter 
Township Board at a regular meeting held at the Cascade Township Library Wisner Center 
on the 22nd day of February, 2017, at 7:00 p.m.; pursuant to the required statutory 
procedures.   
 
Dated: February 22, 2017 
 
       By:        
        Susan B. Slater 
        Township Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

Cascade Charter Township 
Kent County, Michigan 

Resolution# of 2017 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE USE OF  
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDS FROM KENT COUNTY 

 
WHEREAS, federal monies are made available under the Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) program from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) through the Kent County Community Development Department; and 
 
WHEREAS, after a public hearing and due consideration, Cascade Charter Township has 
recommended that an application be submitted to the Kent County Community 
Development Department for the following projects and budgets:  Housing Rehabilitation 
Program - $1,285.00 and Hope Network - $7,158.48; and 
 
WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Cascade Township Board to approve the preparation and 
filing of an application for Cascade Charter Township to receive funds from this program 
for specific projects;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cascade Charter Township Board does 
hereby approve the use of CDBG funds for the above-named projects and the submission of 
an application to Kent County Community Development Department; and that the 
Township Manager is hereby authorized to sign all necessary documents on behalf of the 
Cascade Charter Township Board; and that authority is hereby granted to the 
DDA/Economic Development Director to take the necessary steps to prepare and file the 
application for funds under this program and in accordance with this resolution.   
 
The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member, supported by Board Member.  The 
roll call vote being as follows: 
 
YEAS: 
NAYS: 
ABSENT: 
ABSTAIN: 
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
 
              
         Susan B. Slater 
         Township Clerk 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I hereby certify the above to a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Cascade Charter 
Township Board at a regular meeting held at the Cascade Library Wisner Center on the 
22nd day of February, 2017, at 7:00 p.m., pursuant to the required statutory procedures.  
 
 
Dated: February 22, 2017 
 
       By:       
        Susan B. Slater 
        Township Clerk 
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