
AGENDA 
Cascade Charter Township Pathways Committee  

Thursday, October 6, 2022 
10:00 am  

 5920 Tahoe Dr  
 
 

ARTICLE 1. Call the meeting to order 
   Record the attendance 
 
ARTICLE 2. Approve the current Agenda 
                   
ARTICLE  3.   Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak 
                                (Comments are limited to five minutes per speaker.) 
 
ARTICLE 4. Minutes 
  Approve the minutes of the 9.1.22 Meeting 
 
ARTICLE 5. Pathway Committee By-Laws 

Review of Draft By-Laws 
 

ARTICLE 6. Condition Assessment 
Township Engineer Aric Thorne will review the preliminary condition 
assessment 

 
ARTICLE 7. Financial Information  

Township Manager will review the projected budget through the end of the 
current millage authorization 

   
ARTICLE 8. Projects Review 

Review and Discussion on potential pathway projects 
 

ARTICLE   9.   Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak 
                                (Comments are limited to five minutes per speaker.) 
 
ARTICLE 10. Any Other Business 
 
    
ARTICLE 11. Adjournment 



Meeting Minutes 
Cascade Charter Township  

Pathways Committee  
Thursday, September 1, 2022 

10:00 am  
 5920 Tahoe Dr  

 
ARTICLE 1. Manager Swayze called the meeting to order at 10:00 am.                                                                                                                                               

Members Present: Jeff Coffey, John Driscoll, Kris Taylor, Mike Reese, Rik Brown, Scott 
Rissi, Supervisor Grace Lesperance, Manager Ben Swayze, Building and Grounds 
Supervisor Jim MacDonald, Planning Director Brian Hilbrands, and Mgmt Office Admin 
Assistant Jessica Stine 
Members Absent: None 

ARTICLE 2. Approve the current Agenda 

Motion was made by Member Brown to approve the current Agenda.  Supported by 
Member Rissi. Motion carried 7 to 0. 

ARTICLE 3.  Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak to non-agenda items. 

Ginny Wanty, Parks Committee Chair, spoke on the Grand River Greenway Project.  This 
project will connect the lighthouse and Millennium Park, through Kent County Trails, 
with the Lowell trails system.  There will be a summit on September 28th to talk about 
funding for this project and how connecting municipalities can collaborate.   

ARTICLE 4. Regular Meeting Schedule 

Meetings will be held on the first Thursday of the month at 10:00am at the Township 
office.  Meetings will be approximately an hour and a half long. 

ARTICLE 5. Pathway Committee By-Laws 

Manager Swayze distributed the Parks Committee by-laws as a starting point for 
creating the Pathways Committee by-laws.  Members will be emailed a copy of the by-
laws that the Parks Committee is in process of amending before the next meeting.  The 
Pathways Committee will begin to develop their own by-laws at the October meeting. 

ARTICLE 6. Strategic Priorities 

Member Reese shared information about the Park’s Committee Master Plan and said 
that they will be submitting a draft of the Master Plan to the Township Board in 
September.  This Master Plan will help guide the committee’s priorities.  The Parks 
Committee recently recommended the purchase of the Wycliffe property which is set to 
become a trailhead to access the Cascade trail system.  Member Reese will give an 
update on the parks plan at the next meeting. 

ARTICLE 7. Financial Information  

Cascade pathways are funded through a dedicated millage of .35 mils, passed in 2018 to 
extend through 2027 inclusive.  The committee will take part in determining the 
appropriate requests for future millage rates.  There are also DNR, MDOT, and MDBC 
grants available for ‘alternative transportation,’ such as non-motorized pathways.  
Members requested the detailed itemization of Pathways funds and the budget 
projections from the pathway’s millage, through to 2028.  



 
ARTICLE 8. Maintenance Concerns 

The Township’s new engineer will be starting in the next few weeks and one of their first 
projects will be to ride the trails and determine their maintenance needs.  Members 
requested a maintenance itemization from the last two years, this year, and what is 
proposed for 2023.  Committee Members will be invited to ride along on the trail 
inspection.  Members are also able to submit their suggested areas needing 
improvement to Admin Assistant Stine to be compiled for the next meeting. 

ARTICLE 9. Specific Projects 

The committee talked about the proposed pedestrian pathway over the Thornapple 
River.  The Township is currently looking to expand the bridge on each side of the 
roadway with a much more affordable plan than previously proposed designs.  The 
Township has also pledged to work with the Kent County Road Commission on a small 
pathway extension on North Cascade Rd, Kenrob, and 36th St.  The Road Commission is 
redoing part of the road in that area and will add in that path at the same time, 
enhancing pedestrian access on the bridge.  Manager Swayze will speak with the Road 
Commission to see if they will be able to schedule the bridge expansion for spring of 
2023.  Member Coffey suggested raising the rails on the edge of the bridge for the 
purposes of safety; bikers can easily fall over the edge at the rail’s current height.   

ARTICLE 10. Any Other Business 

The committee proposed a dedicated pathways email address.  Admin Assistant Stine 
will check on this for the next meeting. 

ARTICLE 11. Adjournment 

Motion was made by Member Rissi to adjourn.  Supported by Member Brown.  Motion 
carried 7 to 0.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:34am.   



CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP PARKS PATHWAYS COMMITTEE 

BY-LAWS AND RULES OF PROCEDURE 

1. AUTHORITY 
These rules of procedures are adopted by the Cascade Charter Township Parks Pathways 
Committee (hereinafter referred to as the Committee) pursuant to Public Act 267 of 1976, as 
amended, the Open Meetings Act. 
 

2. OFFICERS 
2.1 Selection.  At the February first meeting of the year, the Committee shall select from its 

membership a chairperson, vice-chairperson and secretary who shall serve for a twelve 
monthtwelve-month period and who shall be eligible for re-election. The vice-
chairperson may also hold the position of secretary. 
2.1  

2.2 Duties. A chairperson shall preside at all meetings and shall conduct all meetings in 
accordance with the rules provided herein.  The vice-chairperson shall act in the 
capacity of the chairperson in the absence of the chairperson and shall succeed to the 
office of chairperson in the event of a vacancy in that office, in which case the 
Committee shall select a successor to the office of vice-chairperson at the earliest 
practicable time.  The secretary shall execute documents in the name of the Parks 
Pathways Committee, and perform such other duties as the Committee may determine.  
The Cascade Township Manager or Planning Directorhis/her designee shall serve as the 
recording secretary who shall be responsible for the preparation of minutes, keeping of 
pertinent public records, delivering notices of public hearings, and performing related 
administrative duties to assure efficient and informed Committee operations. 
2.2  

2.3 Tenure. The officers shall take office immediately following their election.  They shall 
hold their office for a term of one year, or until their successors are elected and assume 
office. 

2.3 2.4 Sucession  In the event of a vacancy in the office of the chair, the vice-chair shall succeed 
to the office of chair and will serve in that position until the Committee selects a new chair and 
vice-chair at the earliest practicable time 

3. MEMBERSHIP 
3.1 Membership.  The Parks Pathways Committee shall consist of five (5)seven (7) 

members., one (1) alternate member and one (1) ex-offico member.  All members shall 
be representative of the Township and the major interests present in the Township.  All 
voting members shall be residents and qualified voters within Cascade Charter 
Township.  One (1) member of the Township Board shall be on the Committee, with 
their term of service running concurrent with his/her current term of service on the 
Township Board. One (1) member of the Township Planning Commission shall be on the 
Committee, with their term of service running concurrent with his/her current term of 
service on the Township Planning Commission.  One (1) member of the Township Parks 
Committee shall be on the Committee, with their term of service running concurrent 
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with his/her current term of service on the Parks Committee.  The Township Supervisor 
may appoint one (1) alternate member for the same term as regular members to the 
Parks Pathways Committee, upon approval by the Township Board.  The alternate 
member shall sit as a regular member of the Parks Pathways Committee in the absence 
of a regular member. 

 A representative of the Forest Hills Schools administration may serve as an ex-offico 
member of the Parks Pathways Committee as a means of communicating common 
recreation needs to the township.  This representative shall not have any voting 
privileges on the Committee. 

3.2 Terms. Members of the Parks Pathways Committee shall be appointed by the Township 
Supervisor with approval by the Township Board. The term of each member shall be for 
three (3) years, and may extend only to an additional three (3) year term if reappointed 
by the Supervisor and approved by the Township Board.  Members shall be appointed 
with staggered terms, but members may continue to serve until their successors have 
been appointed. However, the Township Board, Planning Commission and Parks 
Committee representative terms will run concurrent with their appointed term. 

3.3 Vacancies.  In the event that a member of the Parks Pathways Committee can no longer 
serve because of health or any other reason, the Township Supervisor may appoint, 
upon Township Board approval, another person to the Committee for that unexpired 
term.  Should the unexpired term be two (2) years or longer it shall be considered as a 
full term. 

 If a member moves outside of the jurisdictional boundaries of the Township, that shall 
constitute a resignation from the Parks Pathways Committee effective upon the date a 
replacement is appointed by the Township Supervisor and approved by the Township 
Board. 

3.4 Member Absence.  In the event that a member cannot attend a meeting they shall call 
and inform the Recording Secretary before 5:00 p.m. the day of the meetingas soon as 
possible, but no later than 2 hours prior to the meeting.  Should a member <have>have 
three (3) consecutive absences from regularly scheduled meetings or miss at least fifty 
(50) percent of the meetings within any twelve (12) month period, it shall constitute a 
reasonable ground for removal.  To initiate this action the chairperson shall prepare a 
memorandum requesting that member to resign.  The memorandum of attendance or a 
letter of resignation shall be forwarded to the Township Supervisor, with a request that 
an appointment be made to fill the vacancy. 

3.5 Removal. 

 a.  Reason for Removal – Members of the Parks Pathways Committee shall be 
removable by the Township Board for non-performance of duty or misconduct in office 
<on> written charges and after public hearing. Failure of a member to disqualify 
himself/herself from a vote in which he/she has a conflict of interest shall constitute 
misconduct in office. 
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 b.  Conflict of Interest- A member may be excused from voting on a particular issue by 
majority vote of the remaining members present for reasons of a conflict of interest if: 

1)  The member has a direct financial interest in the outcome of the matter at 
issue; or 

2)  The matter at issue involves the member’s business or place of employment; 
or 

 3)  Participation in the matter might violate the letter or spirit of a member’s 
code of professional responsibility; or 

4)  The member has such close personal ties to the applicant that the member 
cannot reasonably be expected to exercise sound judgment in the public 
interest. 

4. MEETINGS 

4.1 Meeting Notices.  All meetings shall be posted on the Cascade Charter Township website 
and at the Cascade Charter Township Hall according to the Open Meetings Act.  The 
notice shall include the date and time of the meeting. 

4.2 Regular Meeting.  Regular meetings of the Committee shall be held in accordance with 
the meeting schedule dually adopted by the Committee and the Township Board.  At the 
Park’s Pathway Committee’s meeting in November the Recording Secretary shall submit 
to the Committee a proposed meeting schedule for the upcoming calendar year.  At this 
meeting, the schedule shall be approved as submitted or amended to reflect the 
changes directed by the Parks Pathways Committee.  The dates and times shall be 
posted at the Cascade Charter Township Hall in accordance with the Open Meetings Act.  
Any changes in the date or time of the regular meetings shall be posted and noticed in 
the <???> same manner as originally established.  When a regular meeting date falls on 
or near a legal holiday, the Committee shall select suitable alternate dates in the same 
month, in accordance with the Open Meetings Act. 

4.3 Special Meetings.  A special meeting may be called by two members <of the> 
Committee upon request to the Secretary or by the Chairperson.  The business which 
the Committee may perform shall be conducted at a public meeting held in compliance 
with the Open Meetings Act.  Public Notice of the time, date, and place of the special 
meeting shall be given in a manner <as required by> the Open Meetings Act, and the 
Recording Secretary shall send written notice of a special meeting to committee 
members not less than 48 hours in advance of the meeting. 

4.4 Quorum.  In order for the Committee to conduct business or take any official action, a 
quorum consisting of the majority of the voting members shall be present.  When a 
quorum is not present, no official action except for closing of the meeting may take 
place.  The members of the Committee may discuss matters of interest, but can take no 
action until the next regular or special meeting.  All public hearings without a quorum 
shall be scheduled for the next regular or special meeting and no additional public 



notice is required provided the date, time and place is <???> at the meeting.noticed in 
accordance with the Open Meetings Act. 

4.5 Hearings.  Hearings shall be scheduled and due notice given in accordance with the 
provisions of the act cited in Section 1.  Public hearings conducted by the Committee 
shall be run in an orderly and timely fashion. 

4.6 Motions.  Motions shall be restated by the Chairperson before a vote is taken.  The 
name of the maker and supporters of the motions shall be recorded. 

4.7 Voting.  An affirmative vote of the majority of the Committee shall be required for the 
approval of any requested action or motion placed before the Committee.  Voting shall 
ordinarily be voice vote; provided however that a roll call shall be required if requested 
by any Committee member or directed by the Chairperson.  All members of the 
Committee including the chairperson shall vote on all matters, but the Chairperson shall 
vote last.  Any member may be excused from voting only if that person has a bonafide 
conflict of interest as recognized by the majority of the remaining members of the 
Committee.  Any member abstaining from a vote shall not participate in the discussion 
of that item. 

4.8 Order of Business.  A written agenda for all regular meetings shall be prepared as by the 
Chairperson and recording secretary. Members may submit items for the agenda to 
either the Chariperson or Recording Secretary at least one week prior to the scheduled 
meeting date. follows. 

The order of business shall be: 

    Call to order 

    Roll Call 

    Approval of Agenda 

    Approval of Minutes 

    Public Hearings 

    Old Business 

    New Business 

Public Comments and Communications Concerning Items Not On the Agenda 

Any Other Business 

A written agenda for special meetings shall be prepared and followed, however the 
form as enumerated above shall not be necessary. 

4.9 Rules of Order.  All meetings of the Committee shall be conducted in accordance with 
generally accepted parliamentary procedure, as governed by “Robert’s Rules of Orders. 
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4.10 Notice of Decision.  A written notice containing the decision of the Committee will be 
sent to petitioners and originators of a request. 

5. MINUTES 

5.1 Committee minutes shall be prepared by the Recording Secretary. The minutes shall 
contain a brief synopsis of the meeting, including a complete restatement of all motions 
and recording of votes; complete statement of the conditions or recommendations 
made on any action; and recording of attendance.  All communications, actions, and 
resolutions shall be attached to the minutes.  The official records shall be annually 
deposited with the Township Clerk. 

6. OPEN MEETINGS AND FREEDOM OF INFORMATION PROVISIONS 

6.1 All meetings of the Committee shall be opened to the public and held in a place 
available to the general public. 

6.2 All deliberations and decisions of the Committee shall be made at a meeting open to the 
public. 

6.3 A person shall be permitted to address a hearing of the Committee under the rules 
established in subsection 4.5 and to address the Committee concerning non-hearing 
matters under the rules established in Section 4.8 to the extent that they are applicable. 

6.4 A person shall not be excluded from a meeting of the Committee except for breach of 
the peace, committed at the meeting. 

6.5 All records, files, publications, correspondence, and other materials are available to the 
public for reading, copying, and other purposes are governed by the Freedom of 
Information Act. 

7. BYLAWS AMENDMENTS 

 7.1 Recommendations for amendments to these bylaws may be made be the Committee 
pursuant to Section 4.7, and are subject to final approval by the Cascade Charter Township 
Board of Trustees. 

<????> 

<???> may be amended by the Committee by a concurring vote pursuant to subsection 4.7 <???>regular 
meeting, provided that all members have received an advanced copy of the <???> at least 3 days prior 
to the meeting at which such amendments are to be <???>. 

 

<???> BY-LAWS AND RULES OF PROCEDURES HAVE BEEN ADOPTED BY THE <Cascade> CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP BOARD THIS 22nd DAY OF DECEMBER, 1993. 
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Cascade Charter Township 

Resolution 71 of 1993 

WHEREAS, the Cascade Charter Township Board had established a Cascade Charter Township Park 
Board by Resolution #1 of 1977, consisting on six citizens to advise the Township on 
matters related to the Cascade Charter Township Park; 

WHEREAS, since its existence, the Park Board has met on a regular basis to address the recreational 
needs of the residents of Cascade Charter Township; 

WHEREAS, the current membership of the Park Board has developed a set of by-laws and rules of 
procedure to handle its administrative functions and advisory duties to the Cascade 
Charter Township Board; 

WHEREAS, the Parks Board has requested that the Township Board adopt the recommended by-laws 
and rules of procedure to assure the efficient operations of this advisory body; 

WHEREAS, the Parks Board also requested that the Township Board reorganize the Park <Board with> a 
membership consisting of five (5) regular members, one (1) alternate member and one 
(1) ex-offico member, as stated in the proposed by-laws; 

WHEREAS, the Parks Board also requested that the Township Board rename the Park Board to the be 
hence forth called the “Cascade Charter Township Parks Committee”; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that Resolution #1 of 1977 is hereby rescinded and all powers and duties 
of the Park Board shall be transferred to the “Cascade Charter Township Parks 
Committee” in accordance with the by-laws and rules of procedure hereby adopted and 
attached to this resolution. 

 The foregoing Resolution was offered by Boardmember Henning supported by 
Boardmember Johnson. 

The roll call was as follows: 

YEAS: Boonemberg, Carpenter, Hansen, Henning, Johnson and Julien 

NAYS: None 

ABSTAIN: None 

ABSENT:  VanStrien 

 

CERTIFICATION 

  I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted at a Regular Meeting of 
the Cascade Charter Township Board on the 22nd day of December 1993. 









































































CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP PATHWAYS FUND
10‐YEAR FORECAST (2019 ‐ 2028)

GL NUMBER DESCRIPTION 000 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 NOTES

 REVENUES
216‐000‐401‐402 TAX LEVY 548,902 559,880 571,078 582,499 594,149 606,032 618,153 Assumes 2% Annual Increase
216‐000‐401‐410 PERSONAL PROPERTY TAX 35,232 35,937 36,655 37,388 38,136 38,899 39,677 Assumes 2% Annual Increase
216‐000‐401‐412 DELINQUENT TAX LEVY 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500 Flat
216‐000‐401‐437 ABATEMENT TAXES‐LEVY 5,317 5,423 5,532 5,642 5,755 5,870 5,988 Assumes 2% Annual Increase
216‐000‐401‐445 PENALTIES & INTEREST ON TAX 120 100 100 100 100 100 100 Flat
216‐000‐401‐441 COMMUNITY STABLIZATION SHARE 24,075 24,557 25,048 25,549 26,060 26,581 27,112 Assumes 2% Annual Increase
216‐000‐665‐000 INTEREST REVENUE 31,220 8,411 11,329 14,300 17,324 20,401 23,531 1% Return on Fund Balance

TOTAL REVENUES 646,366 635,807 651,241 666,979 683,024 699,383 716,061

EXPENDITURES
216‐758‐728‐000 OPERATING SUPPLIES 18,000 18,360 18,727 19,102 19,484 19,873 20,271 Assumes 2% Annual Increase
216‐758‐821‐100 ENGINEERING  15,000 15,450 15,914 16,391 16,883 17,389 17,911 Assumes 3% Annual Increase
216‐758‐931‐000 MAINT & REPAIR 250,000 257,500 265,225 273,182 281,377 289,819 298,513 Assumes 3% Annual Increase
216‐758‐931‐200 PATHWAY MAINTENANCE 50,974 52,503 54,078 55,701 57,372 59,093 60,866 Assumes 3% Annual Increase
216‐758‐950‐000 PROPERTY TAX REFUNDS 300 200 200 200 200 200 200 Flat Amount

    TOTAL Expenditures 334,274 344,013 354,144 364,575 375,315 386,374 397,760

    NET OF REVENUES/APPROPRIATIONS 312,092 291,794 297,097 302,403 307,709 313,009 318,301

    BEGINNING FUND BALANCE 528,998 841,090 1,132,884 1,429,981 1,732,385 2,040,094 2,353,103
    ENDING FUND BALANCE 841,090 1,132,884 1,429,981 1,732,385 2,040,094 2,353,103 2,671,404
    FUND BAL. AS % BDGT 251.62% 329.31% 403.79% 475.18% 543.57% 609.02% 671.61%



 
 
Date:  October 6, 2022     
To:  Supervisor Lesperance & Pathways Committee 
From:  Ben Swayze, Township Manager 
Subject: Pedestrian Facilities Improvements on Cascade Road Bridge   
 
The Township has approached the Kent County Road Commission about the possibility of 
making pedestrian facility improvements on the Cascade Road bridge over the Thornapple River. 
Currently the pedestrian facilities on the bridge consist of a raised, non-separated walkway on 
each side of the bridge. After consulting with the KCRC, they indicated that a project could be 
initiated where by a separated pedestrian walkway could be created on each side of the bridge. 
The walkways would be at the same grade as the road and separated by a safety barrier. 
Increasing the height of the outer barrier is also an option. The project could be completed 
without making any structural changes to the bridge itself. The KCRC staff has estimated the 
project could be completed for approximately $250,000 per side. They have also indicated this 
could potentially be a 2023 project, though the bidding climate could hamper the proposed 
schedule. 
 
The Township unsuccessfully applied for Kent County ARPA funds for this project. The project 
was deemed ineligible as it would not serve a population disproportionately effected by the 
Covid-19 pandemic. Should the Township choose to pursue this project with its own funding, 
any combination of General Fund, Pathway Fund and ARPA funds could be utilized (the 
Township Funds do not have the same restrictions as the Kent County ARPA funds) 
 
The committee should discuss the project and consider making a recommendation to the 
Township Board regarding the project. 
 
 
 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
5920 Tahoe Dr. SE   Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546 
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