
































Airport Access Study
Cascade Township Board Briefing

November 2, 2022
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3 Public Input 

4 Next Steps



Project Overview
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– What: Investigation of potential 
future ways to improve airport 
access

– Where: E Paris Avenue to the river, 
28th Street to 68th Street

– Why: Growth, limited access 
routes, lack of direct expressway 
access

Grand Rapids Airport Access Study



Schedule
Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb





15 Year Recovery Forecast 
with Planning Activity Levels
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Driving

Source: GVMC



Walking and Biking

Source: GVMC



Transit

Source: The Rapid



Travel Flows

Source: September-November 2019 Replica Places 
data



Limited Access Points 
to Airport’s Core

Project Needs

Support for 
Airport Expansion Plans

Indirect Circulation (around Airport 
and from Major Expressways)

Expansion of Convenient 
Access Options

Providing for Surrounding 
Growth and Development



Alternatives Development 
and Evaluation
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Evaluation Process

Conceptual 
Alternatives

Support for Purpose and Need
Potential Environmental / ROW Impacts
Potential Project Complexity

Practical 
Alternatives

Recommended 
Alternative(s)

Transportation Benefits
Planning / Land Use Compatibility
Likely Environmental / ROW Impacts
Estimated Project Cost
Public Support and Prioritization



Practical Alternatives
Airport Roadway Access

1. Access Points from I-96/36th Street
1a - Direct Access
1b - Indirect Access

2. Access Points from Thornapple River Dr
2a - Secondary Freight Access
2b - Air Cargo Drive Access

3. M-6 Interchange near 48th Street and 
60th Street

3a - 60th St
3c - Thornapple River Dr and 48th St
3d - 48th St

4. Patterson/44th Safety Enhancements

5. M-37/Patterson/60th Intersection 
Enhancements



Practical Alternatives
Airport Roadway Access

I-96/36th Street Access - Direct 
Access 

• Roadway creates direct 
connection from 36th Street

• Avoids parking expansion zone 
on north side of terminal

• Includes tunnel below current 
and future expanded runway

• Could be phased in along with
airport expansion 



Practical Alternatives
Airport Roadway Access

Air Cargo Drive Access 

• Roadway creates direct 
connection from Thornapple 
River Drive

• Parallels but does not replace 
existing tunnel for airport 
operations

• Requires significant
reconfiguration on airport 
property



Practical Alternatives 
Airport Roadway Access

M-6 Interchange - 48th Street Full Interchange

• Suggested in Cascade Township Master 
Plan and consistent with County investments 
in 48th Street

• Creates access point for potential 
development area on east side of Airport

• Optional Ring Road concept could help
complete network traveling around Airport
and separate traffic



Practical Alternatives
Airport Roadway Access

M-6 Interchange - Thornapple River Drive and 48th

Street Partial Interchanges

• Similar concept creates split interchange 
between 48th St. and Thornapple River Dr.

• Creates access point for potential development 
area on east side of Airport

• Optional Ring Road concept could help 
complete network traveling around Airport and 
separate traffic



1. Downtown Express Bus / 
Shuttle

2. Expanded Transit Service 
(Cascade / Caledonia)

4. Expanded Curb 
Management

5. Pedestrian / Bike 
Connectivity Enhancements

Practical Alternatives
Multi-Modal Enhancements



Public Input
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Phase 1 Survey Summary

Map-Based Comments



Phase 2 Survey Summary

• Survey open from August 1, 2022 to September 9, 2022
• Over than 6,000 responses received (participation jumped when Airport provided 

link for their customers accessing wifi)
• Because of the number of respondents from airport, there were numerous out-

of-region respondents. Approximately 2,000+ had residential zip codes within 
GVMC region

• Results on following slides indicate those from within region



Phase 2 Survey Summary
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What are the top 2 airport access improvements you would like to see?

• Reducing congestion at pick up/drop off area
• More taxi/Uber services
• More rental car options



Phase 2 Survey Summary

• Overall high support for set of practical alternatives suggested by the Study
• Highest support for “Access Points from I-96/36th Street” and “Direct Shuttles 

between Downtown Grand Rapids and the Airport”
• Congestion issues at the pick-up/drop-off area is also highlighted in the 

comments



Next Steps
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Public Engagement Schedule

Identify

Key findings from existing 
conditions, draft Purpose and 
Need, conceptual alternatives

Ranking and rating of needs, 
location-based issues 
identification, feedback on 
conceptual alternatives

Examine

Practical alternatives and their 
pros/cons

Voting/budgeting and 
comments on practical 
alternatives

Advise

Recommended alternative(s),
next steps toward project 
implementation

Comments on recommended 
alternative(s) and buy-in

1 2 3

Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb

TAC

Public

TAC

Public

TAC

PublicMeeting Schedule 
and Topics 1 2 3

For each phase: TAC meeting, public meeting, and online survey

WE 
ARE 

HERE
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