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S A F E T Y  &  N A V I G A T I O N A L  
M A R K I N G  P R O J E C T

The Thornapple River SAD Committee continued 2023 work on
the Safety & Navigational Marking Project by receiving approval
to install the desired markers from EGLE; the permit will remain
open for 5 years. Viking Marine Construction began planning the
installation of the markers. The marking of objects/the channel
will primarily be between the I-96/M-6 bridges and the CSX
railroad bridge. More markers were requested than will be placed
as it is easier to modify the placement of approved markers
without applying for additional permits. The committee has
limited the number of markers to be installed so that site lines to
the water remain scenic.  

This project was set for completion in late 2024 but came to an
abrupt halt due to delays Viking Marine Construction experienced
on one of their other projects. By the time they were able to
begin work on the Thornapple River, portions of it were frozen,
making it unnavigable. Conversations are ongoing, but the project
will likely be completed in early to mid-2025, once the ice on the
river has melted. 
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A Q U A T I C  V E G E T A T I O N  C O N T R O L  
&  W A T E R  T E S T I N G

This year marked the third successful season of weed treatments
and river water quality testing by PLM Lake & Land Management
Corp (PLM). The appendix includes Water Quality results,
including tests for E. coli, conductivity, total dissolved solids, pH,
alkalinity, total phosphorus, nitrates, and chlorophyll. The 2024
cutting and removal of weeds went smoothly, and neither the
committee nor the Township received negative feedback.

Jaimee Desjardins, the contact for PLM, attended the October 14,
2024, meeting and discussed the company’s river observations
for the year. Three treatments occurred due to the increased
prevalence of weeds caused by the warmth of the previous two
winters. Nutrients in the river increased in 2024 over 2023, but
this was primarily attributed to clumps of algae dying in the river.  

Ada Township experienced an extensive algae bloom again in
2024, but Cascade Township noted only one—to two-foot
sections of algae growing in the river. PLM attributed this to the
greater width and depth of the Cascade portion of the
Thornapple River in comparison to Ada’s portion. 

PLM’s suggestions for expansion of the program included weed
treatment in major inlets and harvesting the large bayou at
Thornapple River Dr.
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The Thornapple River SAD committee discussed potential future

projects to address portions of the river in the SAD that haven’t

received the benefits outlined in the original benefit’s scope. Some of

these ideas have included, but are not limited to, working with MI

Natural Shorelines on bank stabilization, conducting a sediment

management study, continued relocation of hazardous debris, dredging

around the CSX train bridge bypass to improve navigability, and

investigation on how to decrease nuisance weeds in bayous that are

part of the SAD. In early 2025, the committee will begin work on a

strategic plan to determine future projects and is committed to

informing residents of the SAD about how their assessments are being

spent, ensuring their involvement and understanding of the project's

progress.

At the January 22, 2025 Township Board meeting, the Board of

Trustees approved a three year contract  with PLM (2025-2027) to

continue river management services.

P L A N N I N G  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E
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Pages 7-8         2024 Water Quality Report: Test Site #1

Pages 9- 10     2024 Water Quality Report: Test Site #2

Page 11            2024 Bacteria Sampling Report          

Pages 12-13    2024 Overall Water Quality Measurements

APPENDIX
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