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AGENDA 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, February 9, 2022 

7:00 P.M. 

Wisner Center 

2870 Jacksmith Drive SE, Grand Rapids 49546 

 

Public may access the meeting via video conference software Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82253714597 

 

Meeting ID: 822 5371 4597 

By Phone: 1 312 626 6799 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article 1. Call to Order, Roll Call 

 

Article 2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 

 

Article 3. Approval of Agenda 

 

Article 4. Presentations  

 None 

  

Article 5. Public Comments - Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a public 

hearing. (limit comments to 3 minutes)  

  

Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 

  a. Receive and File Minutes 

    1. Township Board – 01/26/22 

  b. Receive and File Reports 

1. Treasurer’s Report – December 2021 

2. Cascade Inspection Services Report – January 2022 

3. Planning Department Annual Report – 2021 

4. Inspection Services Annual Report - 2021 

  c. Receive and File Education Requests 

1. Paul Westhouse – 2022 IAEI Spring Meeting – Mt. Pleasant, 

MI – March 3-4, 2022 

2. Todd Pell – Fire Inspector I Class – Brighton, MI – March 21-

April 19, 2022 

  d. Receive and File Communication  

None 

 

Article 7. Financial Actions 

Expected Meeting Procedures 

 
1.     During public comments you may speak on any item 

        not noted on the agenda for a public hearing.       

2.     Please limit comments to 3 minutes per person and  

        the Board may or may not choose to respond. 

3.     Please limit your comments to a specific issue. 

4.     Please turn OFF cellular phones. 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82253714597
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a. Consider Approval of December 2021 Financial Statements (Pre-Audit) 

 

 

Article 8.          Unfinished Business  

                          None 

 

Article 9. New Business 

 

008-2022 Consider Agreement for Invasive Plant Treatment with Kent 

Conservation District 

 

009-2022 Consider Township Position Realignment and Addition 

 

010-2022 Township Manager Annual Performance Evaluation 

 

Article 10. Discussion 

 None 

 

Article 11.  Public Comments – Any comments...whether it is on the agenda or not. 

(limit comments to 3 minutes) 

 

Article 12. Manager Comments 

 

Article 13. Board Member Comments 

 

Article 14.        Adjournment   
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MINUTES OF THE 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, January 26, 2022 

Wisner Center 

2870 Jacksmith Dr SE 

Grand Rapids, MI  49546 

AND 

Virtual Zoom Meeting 

7:00 P.M.        

HYBRID FORMAT                                     

                                                                                                                                                             
Article 1. Supervisor Lesperance called the meeting to order. 

Present:  Supervisor Lesperance, Clerk Slater, Treasurer Peirce, Trustees McDonald, 

Shipley and Noordhoek 

Absent: Trustee Koessel (excused) 

Also Present: Township Manager Swayze, Fire Chief Magers, Fire Marshal Poolman, 

Mary Ann Sabo and Hunter Zuk-Sabo P.R., Attorney Mike Homier-Foster Swift, Mark 

Bushhouse, Scott Lange, and Natalie Clemens-Williams Architects, John VerPlank-Prein 

& Newhof, Brianne Pitchford-Triangle Associates, Inc., Deputy Clerk Brott, and those 

listed on the Supplement 

 

Article 2. Supervisor Lesperance led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Article 3. Approval of Agenda 

Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee McDonald to approve the agenda.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Article 4. Presentations  

                          None. 

 

Article 5. Public Comments-Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a public hearing. 

(limit comments to 3 minutes)   

1. Kris Taylor-6027 Champagne Ct-Was told that the Township would notify the 

residents via postcard when there is an expenditure greater than $500k.  Can you 

assure that this will happen re the new fire station? 

2. Scot VanSolkema via Zoom-The firefighters need and deserve new quarters.  Is in 

support of the new fire station. 

 

Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 

  a.     Receive and File Minutes 

          1. Township Board – 01/12/22 

          2. Citizens PFAS Committee – 12/02/21 

          3. Thornapple River SAD Ad-Hoc Committee – 12/27/21 

  b.     Receive and File Reports                                                                   

          None 

  c.     Receive and File Education Requests 

1. Liz Thompson – GFOA 2022 Annual Conference – Austin, TX – June 3-8, 2022 
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2. Todd Stevenson – Fire Officer III & IV – Alabama Fire College, Tuscaloosa, AL 

– March 12-26, 2022 

  d.     Receive and File Communication  

1. Liquor License Request Notification – Osaka Steakhouse 

Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee McDonald to approve.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Article 7. Financial Actions                                                                                  
a. Consider Approval of December 2021 Payroll, Payables and Transfers 
Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee McDonald to approve.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 
 

Article 8.          Unfinished Business  

                          128-2021    Consider Appointments to Various Boards and Commissions 

Supervisor Lesperance presented the Standing Committee appointments and advised that 

they are advisory only.  

Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee Noordhoek to approve.  Motion failed 

by roll call vote.  In favor-Supervisor Lesperance, Trustees Noordhoek and Shipley.  

Opposed-Clerk Slater, Treasurer Peirce, and Trustee McDonald.  Absent-Trustee 

Koessel. 

 

Article 9.          New Business 

006-2022    Review and Consider the Design Alternatives and Budgets for Fire 

Station #1 

Mark Bushhouse, Scott Lange, and Natalie Clemens-Williams Architects, John 

VerPlank-Prein & Newhof, and Brianne Pitchford-Triangle Associates, with Chief 

Magers, presented via Zoom the design options and budget.  Questions were answered by 

the group.  Considerable discussion and public comment. 

1. Wendy Sturm-2570 Hunter Green Ct SE-Prefers Design 1 because it reflects the 

current community. 

2. Richard Marshall-7465 Sheffield Dr-The Board should allow the advisory committee 

of firefighters to decide.  Thanked the firefighters for what they do for Cascade. 

3. Chuck Whitley via Zoom-5030 Sequoia Dr-Shared thoughts about parking, asked 

questions about the choice of doors and the slope roof over the exit. 

4. Candace Poolman-6667 60th St-Agreed with others.  Asked the Board to think about 

those who will be using it every day.  Taxpayers and firefighters want Design 1. 

Motion by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Supervisor Lesperance to approve Design 2 

and authorize Williams Architects to move forward.  Motion carried 4-2 by roll call vote.  

In favor-Supervisor Lesperance, Clerk Slater, Trustee McDonald, and Trustee 

Noordhoek.  Opposed-Treasurer Peirce and Trustee Shipley.  Absent-Trustee Koessel. 

 

007-2022    Consider the Issuance of a Request For Proposals for Thornapple River 

Aquatic Weed Management Program 

Manager Swayze presented and answered questions. 

Motion by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee Shipley to approve.   

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Article 10.        Closed Session 
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Pursuant to MCL 15.268 (e) – To consult with its attorney regarding trial or    

settlement strategy in connection with specific pending litigation. 

 

Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee McDonald to adjourn to closed session  

pursuant to MCL 15.268 (e) to discuss trial or settlement strategy in certain pending civil 

litigation in the cases of Mayer v Township of Cascade (MTT Docket No. 21-003690-

TT), Kenny v Township of Cascade )MTT Docket No. 21-003748-TT), and Clapp v 

Township of Cascade (MTT Docket No. 21-003758-TT) because discussion in public 

would have a detrimental financial effect on the Township’s trial or settlement strategy.  

Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote.  Absent-Trustee Koessel 

Adjourned to Closed Session at 8:55 pm. 

 

Motion by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee Shipley to resume Open Session.  

Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote.  Absent-Trustee Koessel 

                          Open Session resumed at 9:16 pm. 

     

Motion by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee Shipley to direct legal counsel to 

proceed as discussed in Closed Session.  Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote.  

Absent-Trustee Koessel. 

 

Article 11.        Discussion 

                          None 

 

Article 12. Public Comments – Any comments...whether it is on the Agenda or not. (limit 

comments to 3 minutes) 

1. Lisa Berger-Thanked the Board for moving forward re the fire station.  Disappointed 

that the Board did not listen to the public, citizens, nor firefighters.  Hopes it doesn’t 

turn out to be a disaster. 

2. Candace Poolman-To Supervisor Lesperance:  Did not do what you said you would.  

Very disappointed. 

3. Ken VanDerKolk-7200 Leyton-Re the fire station design choice, everyone said they 

wanted Design 1, and you picked Design 2.  This is a waste of $600k. 

 

Article 13. Manager Comments 

1. Sabo PR report is available, and feedback is requested. 

2. Manager Swayze met with Kent County Sheriff’s Department regarding increasing 

police patrols. 

3. Discussed the Alaska Ridge internet issue.  Still hoping to collaborate with Kent 

County or another jurisdiction to lower the cost. 

4. The PFAS Community Meeting is Feb. 3, 6-8 pm at the Wisner Center. 

 

Article 14. Board Member Comments 

1. Trustee Shipley-Thanked everyone for coming. 

 

Article 15. Adjournment   

Motion by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Clerk Slater to adjourn.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

                          Meeting adjourned at 9:31 pm.    
 



  

Township Board Minutes 

January 26, 2022 

 - 4 - 

 

 

Krissi Brott 

Deputy Clerk     
 
 

Approved by: 

 

________________________________ 

Grace Lesperance, Supervisor 

 

     _________________________________ 

     Susan B. Slater, Clerk 





















Planning Department

2021 ANNUAL REPORT



CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP – 2021

TOWNSHIP BOARD

Grace Lesperance, Supervisor				  
Sue Slater, Clerk 					   
Ken Peirce, Treasurer					   
Jim Koessel, Trustee					   
Tom McDonald, Trustee					   
Timmy Noordhoek, Trustee				  
John Shipley, Trustee	

PLANNING COMMISSION

Scott Rissi, Chairman 
Chris Noordyke, Vice Chair 
Deidre Deering, Secretary 
Windy Korstange
Craig Meurlin
Ralph Moxley
Timmy Noordhoek, Trustee
Ben Rapin

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

Aaron Mead, Chairman
Ralph Moxley, Vice Chair/Planning            
Commission Rep
Lou Berra
Tom McDonald, Trustee
Valerie Milliken
Jennifer Puplava, Alternate

PLANNING STAFF

Brian Hilbrands, Interim Planning Director
Jessica Stine, Administrative Assistant



Sincerely,

 

Brian Hilbrands
Interim Planning Director

The Cascade Charter Township Planning 
Department is pleased to present our annual 

year in review in the form of the 2021 Annual 
Report. The following report summarizes each type 
of development request reviewed by the Planning 
Department, Planning Commission, Zoning Board 
of Appeals, and Township Board in 2021.

The Planning Department consists of the Planning 
and Zoning Administration and also assists the 
Parks Committee. In addition, we will continue to 
work closely on economic development initiatives 
with the Economic Development and DDA Director, 
Sandra Korhorn.

In addition to the information contained in this 
report, the Planning Department also performs 
many important duties on a daily basis that are not 
normally recognized.

Although the impact of the Coronavirus has 
continued into 2021, it has not stopped the number 
of inquiries, permits and requests for new projects. 
It appears that 2022 will be equally challenging as 
he pandemic continues to bring new uncertainties. 
In addition to the challenges related to the 
pandemic we will continue to address the “normal” 
challenges for the Planning Department in the 
upcoming year.  

Should you have any questions or comments 
relating to this report or the Planning Department, 
do not hesitate to call us at 616-949-0224.

January 11, 2022



ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Development Reviews

In 2021, the Planning Department reviewed a total of 70 
new development requests.  Several of the 2020 requests 
were also carried over into 2021 and consumed additional 
staff time.  Similarly, many of the projects initiated in 2021 
will still be active in 2022. These reviews include those 
which required action by the Township Board, Planning 
Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals, and Planning 
Department, with several requiring action by more than 
one body.  The following tables summarize the project 
review activities of the Planning Department over the past 
five (5) years:

Department Vision

The Planning Department has embraced a modified 
“triple bottom line” approach to providing services. This 
modified approach is being used to allow each member of 
the department to use their skills to help Create 
Public Value. 

DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY TOTALS – 2017-2021

DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES – 2017-2021

In addition to reviewing all of the development proposals 
submitted to the township, the Planning Department’s 
days are filled with numerous other activities.  Highlighted 
activities are summarized below.

CPV

Efficient

TeamworkQuality

Activity/Year 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
Planning 
Commission
Planned Unit 
Developments 10 4 4 2 4

Rezonings 1 1 0 0 0

Site Plan Reviews 7 9 3 5 6

Administrative Site 
Plan Reviews 6 5 7 3 10

Special Use Permits 12 19 11 10 15

Plat/Site Condo 
Reviews 0 0 1 1 0

Other Activities 2 3 3 3

Subtotals 38 41 29 21 38

Zoning Board of 
Appeals
Variances and other  
requests 14 10 11 16 17

All Board and 
Commissions
Other Requests 0 0 0 0 0

Planning 
Department
Lot Split (Cases) 25 27 23 15 15

TOTALS 77 78 63 52 70

In 2021, the Planning Department 
reviewed a total of 70 new 
development requests. 



Staff Changes

Some of the most notable change for the year came 
with staff changes.  Former Community Development 
Director Steve Peterson left the Township after 23 years 
for a position with the City of Holland. The Planning 
Department also lost Cassie Lockwood, who was serving 
as the Administrative Assistant. To fill those positions 
Jessica Stine was hired to fill the Administrative Assistant 
role, and former Planner Brian Hilbrands has been 
serving as the Interim Planning Director. With Planning 
Staff stepping into new roles combined with the high 
number of development requests, 2021 was a busy year 
for the Planning Department.

Attendance

In 2021 the Planning Commission had a total of 17 
meetings and the Zoning Board of Appeals had a total of 
10 meetings.  *The alternate for the Zoning Board only 
attends when needed.

Zoning Board attendance was as follows:

Regional Planning

Staff continued its involvement with regional planning 
issues in 2021.  Staff continues to meet with GVMC/
REGIS and other.

Planning Commission attendance was as follows:

1 – Left in April
2 – Left in February
3 – Joined in February

4 – Joined in June
5 – Joined in April
6 –Left in November

1

2

1

3

4

5

6

Storm Water

A significant amount of staff time continues to be 
dedicated to storm water related issues.  In 2021, work 
went on to develop and approve a new Stormwater 
Ordinance, as required by the Township’s MS4 permit. It 
is expected that the new Stormwater Ordinance will be 
adopted by the Township Board in early 2022.

5

4

3

6

14

11

17

15

16

10

10

15

16

10

10

5

9

9



Parks

The Parks Committee has selected a consultant to assist 
the Township with updating the Parks, Recreation and 
Open Space Plan. This process will begin in early 2022 
and is expected to be completed by July 2022.

Building Permits

Below is a chart showing the number of new residential 
building permits for the last 5 years.  The Planning 
Department is responsible to check to make sure that 
every building permit complies with zoning regulation.  
While the graph only shows new residential construction, 
it does indicate trends for all permits.

Pathway Maintenance

We continued the pathway maintenance by replacing 
approximately 2,200 feet of pathway on Cascade Road 
and 950 feet of pathway along Thornapple River Drive, as 
well as a bridge approach on Buttrick Avenue.  

Regional Geographic Information 
System (REGIS)

Staff continue to utilize the GIS system in our workday 
and attends regular REGIS meetings.   The public has 
access to REGIS through staff as well as the internet. 
http://ims.gvmc-regis.org:1052/website/public/

Redevelopment Ready Community

The Planning Staff continued to coordinate with the 
Economic Development Director to ensure that we would 
be ready to implement the RRC program.

Applicant Billing

The Planning Department will continue to actively pursue 
the recovery of review costs associated with development 
proposals.  In 2021, we were reimbursed approximately 
$11,500 in engineering, planning and legal review fees 
spent on various development projects. There are a few 
projects that were approved towards the end of the year 
that still need to be billed.  Accurate records are kept so 
the appropriate applicant is billed for their respective 
fees incurred. 

The following pages provide a brief synopsis for each type of development 
request that was reviewed in 2021. 

Case Summaries



2021

Planned Unit Developments
Case Applicant Request Location Preliminary Final

21-3629 Bob Morse PUD Amendment for new car wash/coffee shop 6390/6420 28th St 7/19/2021 9/22/2021

21-3632 Gole Dental Properties
Amend existing PUD to permit a dental office in the existing 2,500 
sq ft building with 12 parking spaces 3636 Kraft Ave 11/15/2021 12/15/2021

21-3636 Roundhill
Amend PUD to allow for retaining wall and pool within 25-foot 
setback for unit 4 3000 Thornhills Ave/Lot 4

21-3681 Patterson Ice Center
Amend existing PUD of Patterson Ice Center to lift some use and 
development restrictions, and allow sale of alcohol 2550 Patterson Dr

Site Plan review

Case Applicant Proposed Land Use Location

21-3620 Med Bio New 21,000 sq ft addition for light manufacturing/warehouse 3677 Sysco Ct SE Approved

21-3623 Lacks
45,000 sq ft addition to existing distribution facility/warehouse 
building 5711 Kraft Ave Approved

21-3643 Golf Club @ Thornapple Pointe

Construct a 2,061 sq ft addition to existing clubhouse building, 
elevated deck, expansion of existing concrete patio, and regrading 
of driving range. 7211 48th St SE Approved

21-3669 John Rabideau Cascade Roadhouse New 480 sq ft covered structure 6817 Cascade Rd SE Approved

21-3680 Quail Ridge New 3,200 sq ft out-building 8375 36th St SE

21-3688 Chick-fil-A
Modification of drive through lanes to accommodate two lanes 
from entry to pickup 5528 28th St SE

Special Use Permits
Case Applicant Request Location Zoning Action

21-3619 Krause Accessory building larger than 832 sq ft 2469 Surbridge Dr SE PUD 65 Approved

21-3621 Engler Accessory building larger than 832 sq ft 7080 Hidden Ridge R-1 Approved

21-3622 DeVos 800 square foot addition to an accessory building 2020 Devonwood Ln SE R-1 Approved

21-3625 Tran-Randall Burri Accessory building larger than 832 sq ft 4670 Quiggle Ave FP Approved

21-3631 Bigger Accessory building larger than 832 sq ft 4983 Clear Ridge Dr PUD 72 Approved

21-3637 Seely Accessory building larger than 832 sq ft 4200 Cherry Ln ARC Approved

21-3638 Davis Flia Construction Accessory building larger than 832 sq ft 6541 60th St SE ARC Approved

21-3652 Waugh Accessory building larger than 832 sq ft 7630 Cascade Rd SE R-1 Approved

21-3655 Parallel Construction Accessory building larger than 832 sq ft 8155 36th St PUD 61 Withdrawn

21-3656 Fire Station
3,300 sq ft steel building for fire department vehicle storage, 
construct an accessory building larger than 832 sq ft 2990 Buttrick Avve ARC Withdrawn

21-3659 Lange Accessory building larger than 832 sq ft 9205 28th St SE ARC Approved

21-3664 Eggleston Accessory building larger than 832 sq ft 9091 36th St SE ARC Approved

21-3677 Elliott Accessory building larger than 832 sq ft 6870 48th St ARC Approved

21-3682 Warren Accessory building larger than 832 sq ft 5650 McCords Ave ARC Approved

Planning Commission Action



21-3685 Renucci Accessory building larger than 832 sq ft 5175 Buttrick Ave SE R-1 Approved

Administrative Site Plan Review
Case Applicant Proposed Land Use Location Action

21-3624 L3 Harris Technologies Construct 3100 sq ft addition 5353 52nd St Se Approved

21-3645 Gippers Pour concrete to add outdoor seating area at front of restaurant 2929 Kraft Ave SE Approved

21-3647 Family Veterinary Real Estate
New 33-space parking lot at 6503 28th Street and redesign of 
existing parking lot at same address 6555 28th St SE Approved

21-3657 Paradigm Design-Meijer Renovated 14-space curbside pick-up area 5531 28th St Approved

21-3666 Universal Traffic Service New 37-space parking lot 5500 International Pkwy Approved

21-3667 Green Castle Properties
Placement of 8’ tall, 20’ x 7.5’ storage container on asphalt parking 
area for short-term storage of electric vehicle batteries 6025 28th St SE Approved

21-3671 John Rabideau-Cascade Roadhouse
Add outdoor seating area and pergola along north side of 
restaurant 6817 Cascade Rd SE Approved

21-3675 Lacks Enterprises Two new parking lots 5675 Kraft Ave SE Approved

21-3678 MedBio 22-space parking lot to east of the existing parking lot 3677 Sysco Ct SE Approved

21-3679 Meijer
Relocation of existing pharmacy drive thru lane to east side garden 
center 5531 28th St SE Approved

Zoning Board of Appeals
Case Applicant Location Zoning Request ZBA Action

21-3626 Caulfield 7056 Whispering Timbers Ct R-1, Residential Approved

21-3627 Tilley 3694 Oak Bluff Dr R-2 Withdrawn

21-3628 Goehring 6389 Burton St R-1 Approved

21-3633 Verkaik 8934 52nd St ARC Approved

21-3635 Renucci 5175 Buttrick Ave SE R-1 Approved

21-3642 Woods Builders Homes 7703 30th St SE R-1 Approved
21-3648 Stevenson 7007 Oak Brook St SE & 7126 Mooring Heights Ct R-2 Approved

21-3649 Lamore 5733 Summerset Woods Dr PUD 70 Approved

21-3654 Parallel Construction 8155 36th St PUD 61 Withdrawn

21-3662 Burrows 2383 Thornapple Dr SE R-2 Approved

Construct accessory building in front 
yard
Construct building addition and a deck 
within rear yard setback
Use of temporary building during 
construction of detached garage
Construct accessory building 
concurrently with home
Construct accessory building on parcel 
without a home

Keep accessory building on property 
while existing home is demolished and 
new home is built

Construct accessory building in front 
yard
Construct accessory building in front 
yard

Construct 3 separate additions to home 
within front yard setback

Reconfigure platted lot lines



21-3665 Daniel Stephan Builders 1721 Riveroaks R-1 Approved

21-3670 John Rabideau-Cascade Roadhouse 6817 Cascade Rd SE B-1 Approved

21-3672 Goehring 6389  Burton St SE R-1 Approved

21-3674 Keeler 7385 Kilmer St SE R-1 Approved

21-3683 Warren 5650 McCords Ave SE ARC Approved

21-3686 BDR Inc 6921 Burger Dr SE R-2 Approved

21-3687 Jeff Coffey-Thornapple Brewing 6262 28th St SE PUD 39 Approved

Lot Split
Lot Splits Applicant Parcel No (s) Address Action
21-3630 Elon Homes 41-19-09-201-015 6797 Burton St 2 Approved
21-3634 Dozeman 41-19-23-200-012 8494 36th St SE 7
21-3639 Heyes 41-19-13-100-049 and 41-19-13-100-050 2985 West Locust Ln Reconfiguration Approved
21-3646 JMR Property 2 41-19-16-101-012 and 41-19-16-101-014 2845 Thornhills Ave Se Reconfiguration Approved

21-3650 Lacks 41-19-32-300-034, 41-19-32-300-046, and 41-19-32-300-032 5737 60th St Reconfiguration Approved

21-3651 Kraft Ave Properties 41-19-32-300-034, 41-19-32-300-046, and 41-19-32-300-032 5824 Kraft Ave 2 Approved
21-3653 Jordan 41-19-15-351-038 and 41-19-15-351-039 7430 Cascade Rd Reconfiguration Approved

21-3658 4920 Streamside Pointe 41-19-26-400-058 and 41-19-26-400-059
4920 & 4928 Streamside Pointe 
Dr SE Reconfiguration Approved

21-3660 Schrock/Buttrick 41-19-11-100-045 2150 Buttrick Ave SE 4 Approved

21-3661 Schrock/Kilmer 41-19-33-200-031 and 41-19-33-200-033
5586 Thornapple River Dr & 6964 
Kilmor Dr SE 3 Approved

21-3663 Eggleston 41-19-13-002, 41-19-13-326-003, and 41-19-13-326-004 9091 36th St SE 2 Approved
21-3668 Van Strien 41-19-13-100-043 and 41-19-13-100-005 8960 28th St Reconfiguration Approved
21-3673 Halland Homes -Doug Bouma 41-19-05-480-023 and 41-19-05-480-024 1950 & 1990 Hazetine Dr SE Reconfiguration Approved
21-3676 Smith 41-19-11-300-077 and 41-19-11-300-005 8255 28th St SE Reconfiguration Approved
21-3684 Unity Spiritual Community Church 41-19-16-230-004 2965 Wycliff Dr SE 2 Approved

Outdoor seating area closer to side and 
front property lines than permitted, 
and the addition of covered structure 
closer to front property line than 
permitted

Extension of previous variance for use 
of temporary building during 
construction of detached garage

Construct addition to north side of 
home that is closer to side property 
line than permitted

Allow to keep one more accessory 
building on property than permitted

Extension of previous variance to keep 
accessory building on property while 
existing house is demolished and new 
house is built
Allow placement of 3 seasonal 
temporary structures for outdoor 
seating

Number of parcels 
created

Keep an accessory building on property 
while existing home is demolished and 
new home is built



Other
Case Applicant Request Location PC Action TB Action

21-3640 Temp Uses

Amend the zoning ordinance to allow temporary outdoor uses as a 
use permitted by right in the B1 and B2 zoning districts with 
administrative site plan approval.

21-3641 Intersection Study
Determine which intersections in Cascade are the most dangerous 
and what can be done to address safety issues

21-3644 Thornapple Pines Holdings Private road exception 7650 Timber Bluff Dr SE

Plat/Site Condo Review

Case Applicant Plat/Site Condo Name Location
Tentative 
Preliminary 

Final 
Preliminary Final

Rezonings
Case Applicant From/To Acres Location PC Action TB Action

Tabled

Tabled



Inspection Services

2021 ANNUAL REPORT



2021 
was another exciting (and very busy) year 
in the inspections department!  I wanted to 

mention a few highlights:

1.	 Our plan to hire new inspectors ahead of anticipated 
retirements worked out very well.  Craig Smith, Paul 
Westhouse and Jeff Vantil joined the team this year and 
are doing a great job…with their efforts we were able to 
maintain high service levels to residents and contractors and 
a smooth transition during retirements. 

2.	 We implemented the new department organization chart.  
The following staff have accepted lead roles within their 
divisions: 
 
Bill Benoit – Deputy Building Official 
Dan Huyser – Chief Electrical Inspector 
Vince Millito – Chief Plumbing and Mechanical Inspector 
Julie Kutchins – Permits Manager 

3.	 Expansion to include building permits for Plainfield and 
Vergennes.  Both communities have been partners for many 
years and now all 7 partners are “full-service!” 

4.	 We also completed a comprehensive fee analysis that 
resulted in a small increase that all partners have adopted.  
During the fee review, it became clear that even with the 
update, permit fees remain well below average…again 
providing value to residents and contractors. 

5.	 Remote inspection options are increasing (for qualifying 
inspections) and online permit applications comprise the 
majority of all permits issued.

Finally, I just wanted to thank the staff and elected officials in all 
partner communities that supported these efforts.  The building 
department is well positioned and ready to meet the needs of our 
residents in 2022!

Brian Wilson
Director of Inspections

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Visit us at cascadetwp.com



Over 1500 more permits issued in 
2021…a sharp increase above trend.

Total field inspections were also up 
significantly to over 19,000.  Each 

inspector averages 10-12 inspections daily.

PERMITS + INSPECTIONS

Online 
Permits Soar
Online permits are on the rise…
over 59% of ALL permits are 
now completed online – saving 
contractor’s valuable time!!

10,239

8,671

8,9109,060
8,726

8,088
7,889

19,044

15,837

17,988
18,699

17,300

17,317

17,111



OUR TEAM

CRAIG SMITH
Plumbing Inspector

BILL BENOIT 
Deputy Building Official 

JEFF BIEGALLE 
Mechanical / Plumbing Inspector

RON SABIN 
Building Inspector / Plan Reviewer 

DENNIS ROWLADER
Building Inspector/Plan Reviewer

DAN HUYSER 
Chief Electrical Inspector

PAUL WESTHOUSE 
Electrical Inspector 

TOM HANSON
Building Inspector/Plan Reviewer 

JULIE KUTCHINS
Permits Manager

BRIAN WILSON 
Director of Inspections 

VINCE MILITO
Chief Mechanical/Plumbing Inspector 

CAROL MEYER 
Administrative Assistant 

DOUG POOLMAN
Fire Protection Inspector

JEFF VANTIL
Mechanical / Plumbing Inspector

The department includes a director of inspections, ten full-time inspectors and two administrative staff.  We also utilize 
several part-time inspectors and admin staff to help during the busy times.



Total permit fees were steady. The 
fee schedule was updated Jan 2022.

Operational expenses remained steady & 
reduction in capital improvements for 2021.

FEES + EXPENSES 

There are long-
standing partnerships 
between the above 
municipalities. The 
efficiencies gained 
by all communities 
working together allow 
the best possible 
service for residents 
and contractors.



CONSTRUCTION

•	 242 new homes were permitted, 
up 20% or more above trend.

•	 Note:  2018 had a large number 
of townhome developments.

Project 
values were 
strong in 2021

242

176
188

331

208203210

232
196

286

407

224

284
307



Maintain strong relationships with 
partner communities

2022 GOALS

1

2 Retain qualified staff to perform 
permit and inspection functions

3 Manage transition of building 
services for PCT and Vergennes

Continue to develop remote 
inspection programs4

Explore BSA cloud for BD.net5



Cascade Township
Inspection Services

5920 Tahoe Drive SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49546

616.949.3765

cascadetwp.com
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