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AGENDA 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, April 27, 2022 

7:00 P.M. 

Wisner Center 

2870 Jacksmith Drive SE, Grand Rapids 49546 

 

Public may access the meeting via video conference software Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82405627597 

 

Meeting ID: 824 0562 7597 

By Phone: 1 312 626 6799 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article 1. Call to Order, Roll Call 

 

Article 2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 

 

Article 3. Approval of Agenda 

 

Article 4. Presentations  

a.  

  

Article 5. Public Comments - Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a public 

hearing. (limit comments to 3 minutes)  

  

Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 

  a. Receive and File Minutes 

                                       1. Township Board – 4/13/2022 

  b. Receive and File Reports 

                                       1. Sabo PR First Quarter 2022 Report 

  c. Receive and File Education Requests 

                                       1. Oxana Sourine – 2022 MMTA Advanced Institute – Midland, MI–

May 15-18, 2022 

                                       2. Jennifer Genter – IAAO Annual Conference-Boston, MA – August 28-

31, 2022 

                                       3. Holly Benedict – IAAO Annual Conference-Boston, MA – August 28-  

31, 2022 

  d. Receive and File Communication  

                                       1. Liquor License Compliance Review – M&M Golf Properties, LLC 

 

Expected Meeting Procedures 

 
1.     During public comments you may speak on any item 

        not noted on the agenda for a public hearing.       

2.     Please limit comments to 3 minutes per person and  

        the Board may or may not choose to respond. 

3.     Please limit your comments to a specific issue. 

4.     Please turn OFF cellular phones. 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82405627597
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Article 7. Financial Actions 

a.  

 

Article 8.          Unfinished Business  

                           

027-2022           Consider Pathway Project and Crossing on Cascade Road 

between Kenrob and 36th Street               

Article 9. New Business 

 

028-2022 Consider Approval of the Township Stormwater Ordinance 

 

029-2022 Consider Modification to the PFAS Interim Water Solutions 

Project 

 

Article 10. Discussion 

1. Egypt Creek Landscaping Zoning Problem Update 

2. Worm Farm Zoning Problem Update 

 

Article 11.  Public Comments – Any comments...whether it is on the agenda or not. 

(limit comments to 3 minutes) 

 

Article 12. Closed Session 

 

Pursuant to Open Meetings Act 15.268 (d) – To consider the purchase or lease 

of real property up to the time an option to purchase or least that real property is 

obtained. 

  

 

Article 13. Manager Comments 

 

Article 14. Board Member Comments 

 

Article 15.        Adjournment   
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MINUTES OF THE 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, April 13, 2022 

Wisner Center 

2870 Jacksmith Dr SE 

Grand Rapids, MI  49546 

AND 

Virtual Zoom Meeting 

7:00 P.M.        

HYBRID FORMAT                                     

                                                                                                                                                             
Article 1. Supervisor Lesperance called the meeting to order. 

Present:  Supervisor Lesperance, Clerk Slater, Treasurer Peirce, Trustees Koessel, 

McDonald, Shipley and Noordhoek 

Absent: None 

Also Present: Township Manager Swayze, Chief Magers, Scott Hogan-Foster Swift, 

Vanessa Walstra-KDL, Warren Creamer-Municipal Financial Consultants Inc (MFCI) 

via Zoom, Deputy Clerk Brott, and those listed in the Supplement 

 

Article 2. Supervisor Lesperance led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Article 3. Approval of Agenda 

Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Clerk Slater to approve the agenda with the 

revision of Article 9, 023-2022 regarding the reinstatement of the Pathway Ad Hoc 

Committee being moved to Article 10, Discussion, as it doesn’t require Board action.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Article 4. Presentations  

a. Fire Department Promotion Ceremony 

Chief Adam Magers and Cascade Charter Township Firefighters celebrated a 

retirement and promotions. 

b. Cascade Library Refresh Project 

Vanessa Walstra-KDL, Melissa Malburg-Progressive AE, and Ken Brandsen-

Progressive AE presented a plan to update the Cascade Library and its grounds. 

 

Article 5. Public Comments-Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a public hearing. 

(limit comments to 3 minutes)   

1. Tom Richardson-3438 N. Applecrest Ct-Re Pathways:  From a survey of residents 

taken by the Pathway Committee before it was dissolved, the two dominant values 

were safety and fitness.  Presented heat maps from the fitness app Strata. 

2. Wendy Sturm-2570 Hunter Green Ct-Is in support of the library remodel and outdoor 

space.  It is used a lot for the community.  There would be a good amount of 

volunteer support. 

 

Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 

  a.     Receive and File Minutes 

          1. Township Board – 3/23/2022 
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  b.     Receive and File Reports                                                                   

          1.  Treasurer’s Department Report – February 2022 

                                  2.  Building Department – March 2022 Report Summary 

  c.     Receive and File Education Requests 

1.  Bill Benoit – COCM 2022 Spring Conference – Bay City, MI – May 16-18, 2022 

2.  Ron Sabin – COCM 2022 Spring Conference – Bay City, MI – May 16-18, 2022 

3.  Aaron Newton – MMTA 2022 Basic Institute – Mt. Pleasant, MI – April 24-29, 

2022 

  d.     Receive and File Communication  

1.   

Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee Koessel to approve the Consent Agenda.   

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Article 7. Financial Actions                                                                                  
a. Consider Approval of February 2022 Financial Reports 
b. Consider Approval of February 2022 Payroll, Payables and Transfers 
c. Consider Approval of March 2022 Payroll, Payables and Transfers 
Motion by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Trustee Shipley to approve.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 
 

Article 8.          Unfinished Business  

                          None 

                           

Article 9.          New Business 

022-2022    Consider an Appointment to the Planning Commission 

Supervisor Lesperance appointed Joe Engel to fill the vacancy on the Planning 

Commission. 

Motion by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Trustee Shipley to approve.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

023-2022    Consider Reinstatement of the Pathway Ad Hoc Committee 

(Moved to Discussion Section/Art. 10 per Board vote in Approval of Agenda/Art. 3.) 

 

024-2022    Consider a Kent County Road Commission Work Order for Pre-

Engineering Services for Snow Ave. Road Paving 

Considerable discussion. 

Motion by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Trustee Shipley to approve.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

025-2022   Consider Agreements for Bond Counsel and Financial Advisory Services 

for Fire Station #1 Bonding 

Warren Creamer-MFCI answered questions via Zoom. 

Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee Koessel to approve.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

026-2022   Consider Additional Funding for Kent County Sheriff Department 

Additional Services 

Considerable discussion. 
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Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee McDonald to approve.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

027-2022   Consider Pathway Project and Crossing on Cascade Road between 

Kenrob Dr. and Pine Park Dr. 

Considerable Discussion. 

Motion by Treasurer Peirce, seconded by Trustee Shipley to table the item.  Motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

Article 10.        Discussion 

1. Reinstatement of the Pathway Ad Hoc Committee (Moved to Discussion 

Section/Article 10 per Board vote in Approval of Agenda/Article 3) 

After considerable discussion, the Board decided it is needed. 

 

Article 11. Public Comments – Any comments...whether it is on the Agenda or not. (limit 

comments to 3 minutes) 

1. Brian Holcomb-3415 Glenstone Ct-Re Dumping at Egypt Creek Landscaping, 

formerly Centennial Golf Course:  Not a good neighbor (loud music and bright lights 

at very late hours), dumping causing the flood plain to erode, disregard for other 

residents and wildlife, not being used for the intended purpose.  Hopefully the 

Township can do something. 

2. Joe Gindzin-3420 Glenstone Ct-Re Dumping at Egypt Creek Landscaping:  Received 

a threatening letter in 2021 from Egypt Creek Landscaping claiming adverse 

possession.  The company is clearcutting trees and they are terrible neighbors. 

3. Robert Kramer-3590 Meadowood Trails-Resides on the opposite side of Egypt Creek 

Landscaping, and all the lights shine into his house.  Concrete blocks have been 

shoved into the river, and Turtle Creek is now stopped up because of their dumping.  

The non-conforming use PUD was for the golf course and should be revoked.  As a 

resident, he has to follow a set of rules, but it seems not this business owner. 

4. Anne England-3415 Glenstone Ct-Re Dumping at Egypt Creek Landscaping: 

Presented pictures to the Board of her property before Egypt Creek Landscaping 

bought the land, and after they purchased and started dumping in the Creek.  It is 

devaluing homes, and the elevation has changed in the neighborhood.  Wants to have 

their non-conforming use PUD revoked. 

5. Richard Marshall-7465 Sheffield-Re Dumping at Egypt Creek Landscaping:  Does 

not live in the neighborhood but drives by it and it looks disgusting.  Re Additional 

Funding for Kent County Sheriff’s Office:  How will they be held accountable?  

Manager Swayze advised the Township receives a quarterly report which is made 

available on the website.  Can a volunteer group help with code enforcement? 

6. Scott Rissi-7238 Cascade Rd-Re Additional Funding for Kent County Sheriff’s 

Department:  Can some of the extra policing hours occur at night?  Re Pathways:  

Extending the pathway from 36th St to Pine Park would be safer than a median and is 

only 1,200 feet more. 

7. Piotr Szczepanski-1460 Hillsboro Ave-Thank you for starting the Pathways 

Committee again. 

8. Tom Richardson-Re Pathways:  Continued his comments and presentation of the heat 

map from the Strata app. 
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9. Jeff Hughes-7250 Redbud Ln-Re deer in Burton Park:  Some people are feeding the 

deer, which is a misdemeanor.  The deer overpopulation must be addressed.  Re 

Library Presentation:  Perennials will be destroyed by the deer.    

 

Article 12.        Manager Comments 

1. Two more focus groups will be held:  4/14-Growth Management & Preservation, and 

4/21-Road Safety & Streetscapes, both 6:00-7:30 pm at the Wisner Center and via 

Zoom. 

 

Article 13. Board Member Comments 

1. Trustee Shipley-Thanked all in attendance, both in person and virtually. 

2. Treasurer Peirce-The Board should receive the Forensic Audit Report in advance of 

presentation. 

 

Article 14. Adjournment   

Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Treasurer Peirce to adjourn.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

                          Meeting adjourned at 10:02 pm.    
 

 

Krissi Brott 

Deputy Clerk     
 
 

Approved by: 

 

________________________________ 

Grace Lesperance, Supervisor 

 

     _________________________________ 

     Susan B. Slater, Clerk 



                   
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
TO:  Supervisor Lesperance; Clerk Slater; Treasurer Peirce; Trustees Koessel, McDonald, 

Shipley and Noordhoek; Manager Swayze 
 
FROM: Hunter Zuk 
 
CC:  Mary Ann Sabo, Amy Snow-Buckner 
 
DATE:  April 21, 2022 
 
SUBJECT: Q1 2022 Cascade Township Communications Update 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
During the first quarter of 2022, Communications partnered with Township departments to inform 
residents and promote Cascade Township in a variety of ways.  
 
Media Relations 

Although we didn’t have any direct media outreach this quarter, we do have several media outreach 
opportunities planned for the Fire Station 1 project and Memorial Day ceremony. As always, we will 
continue to keep an eye out for other media outreach opportunities. 
 
Notable Projects 

Fire Station 1 – As the May 11 meeting nears, below is a snapshot of the Fire Station 1 communications 
in Q1. 
 
We developed the following tactics: 

 Updated webpage: We helped create an independent Fire Station 1 page that acts as a resource 
center for the project. In working with Township and fire officials, this page has been updated 
regularly and contains upcoming meeting dates, video links, project timelines, past presentations, 
FAQs and contact info. A link to the page has accompanied every communication we’ve sent out 
on this project. 

 Videos: Since the Jan. 26 Board meeting, we have produced two videos highlighting the Fire 
Station 1 project. Both videos are available on the Township’s website, Facebook page and 
YouTube channel. They have also been shared via the Township’s monthly e-newsletter.  
 Fire Station 1 update: In this video, Fire Chief Adam Magers and Supervisor Grace 

Lesperance provide an update on the Fire Station 1 project and next steps. This video 
received great engagement on Facebook: 29 positive reactions and 870 views. 

 Fire Station 1 walkthrough: In this video, Fire Chief Adam Magers and his team give a 
virtual walkthrough of Fire Station 1 and demonstrate some of the shortcomings and 
areas for proposed improvement. This video also received great engagement on 
Facebook: 27 positive reactions and nearly 1,100 views. 

 Postcard: We designed and coordinated the mailing of a postcard to all Township residents 
inviting residents to the March 28 open house and May 11 listening session. Also included on the 
postcard is a QR code residents can scan to visit the Fire Station 1 page and learn more about the 
events and project. Copies of the postcard are also available at Township Hall. 

 E-Newsletters: We have included information about the Fire Station 1 project in four e-
newsletter campaigns in Q1: 



 February e-newsletter 
 March e-newsletter 
 Two special Fire Station 1 e-newsletters 

 Print newsletter: The spring print newsletter featured information on the Fire Station 1 project in 
the supervisor’s section and an advertisement on the opposite page. Both of these sections were 
visible when residents first opened the newsletter.  

 Organic social media: Since the development of the new Fire Station 1 page, we have shared 
videos, FAQs and event info on the Township’s Facebook page. Additionally, the Fire 
Department has shared the content on its Facebook page. 

 Paid social media: In addition to our organic Facebook posts, we boosted the March 28 open 
house Facebook event to reach residents who don’t follow the Township’s page. We plan to take 
the same approach for the May 11 listening session. 

 Media relations: We plan to distribute press releases before and after the May 11 meeting. After 
dissemination, we will have the press release placed on the website and share any coverage we 
receive on Facebook. 

 
Strategic Plan – In Q1, we continued to partner with McKenna and the Strategic Planning Committee as 
they worked to engage residents through the four focus group sessions. Specifically, we: 

 Developed a communications calendar 
 Coordinated the printing and mailing of the postcard 
 Wrote and designed social media content and paid advertisements 
 Wrote and designed print and e-newsletter content 

 
After the final focus group session, we will help communicate the next steps of the strategic plan. 
 
Business Spotlight Videos – Before the pandemic, Cascade Township highlighted a local business each 
week on its website and Facebook page as part of a spotlight series. The series included photos of the 
spotlighted business and information from the owner, as well as a link to the business’ website and social 
media pages. 
 
This year, the Township wants to revamp the spotlights into a video series to further promote businesses 
and put names and faces to them. To kick off this process, we researched business spotlight videos in 
other communities to gauge what we wanted to feature – and avoid. After conducting research, we put 
together a memo with our recommendations on direction, length and messaging.  
 
Since Feb. 10, we have recorded eight business spotlight videos. For each video, Economic Development 
Director Korhorn and I conducted an interview with the owner and captured b-roll that shows off their 
products and services. During the editing process, we added Cascade-branded graphics and animations. 
 
To ensure consistency, we wanted to build a library so we could launch the series without any gaps. We 
plan to start sharing the videos at the beginning of May through the Township’s website, Facebook page 
and monthly e-newsletter. 
 
Annual Reports – January kicked off annual report season, and we had our fair share to work on for the 
Township. During Q1, we helped design annual reports for the Building Department, Planning 
Department and Fire Department. 

The Fire Department annual report was an especially fun one to design. This year, the department kicked 
off its 80th anniversary and wanted to give the annual report a vintage feel. Throughout the 48-page 
report, we weaved in historic photos and icons while incorporating elements of the department’s brand. 
The annual report has been very well-received by the department – and beyond. In fact, a fire educational 



course in Eastern Michigan University is performing a case study on the annual report to inform other 
departments how they can effectively promote themselves. 

Local Business Guide – In 2019, the DDA developed a guide that features descriptions, photos and 
contact information for businesses in the Township. These guides are available in hotels and other high-
traffic locations often visited by folks who live outside the Township. 

We have been tasked with updating the business guide with dozens of new businesses, contact info and 
photos. We are currently wrapping up the design and look forward to printing it soon. 

 
Ongoing Projects 

 Social media content  
 Monthly e-newsletters 
 Quarterly print newsletters 
 Board, committee and commission meeting recordings for website, social media and public 

access television 
 Board meeting recap videos 
 Township photography and videography 

 
Projects We Look Forward to in Q2 

 Fourth of July and Memorial Day communications 
 Ongoing business spotlight videos 
 Ongoing Fire Station 1 communications 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 























































































































































































































































































































 
 
Date:  April 27, 2022      
To:  Supervisor Lesperance and Cascade Township Board   
From:  Benjamin Swayze, Township Manager 
Subject: Modifications to the PFAS Interim Water Solutions Project   
 
FACTS: 
In 2021 the Township Board approved a program to provide interim clean water solutions to 
residents in the neighborhoods effected by PFAS. The two-tier program called for providing 
whole house filtration systems to the 40 houses that tested above the maximum contamination 
limit (MCL) for PFAS compounds. The program also called for bottled water service to be 
provided to all houses in the effected neighborhoods that had a PFAS detection but was not 
above the MCL. This amounted to approximately 164 houses. At the time, the Township 
allocated $244,000 to the program.  
 
The whole house filter program was launched in fall 2021. As of April 2022, 17 homes have 
elected to have the system installed. The agreement calls for the Township to cover the purchase, 
installation and maintenance of the system, up until the point that public water becomes available 
at the house. At that point the homeowner can elect to keep the system and take over the 
maintenance costs, or the Township will have the system removed. The anticipated cost per 
household, including purchase, installation, maintenance and removal is approximately $8,500 
per unit. 
 
The bottled water program was implemented in early 2022. Invitations to participate in the 
program were delivered to approximately 164 households. As of April 2022, 72 households have 
signed up for program. With the average house utilizing 4-6 bottles per month the average bill to 
the township per month is approximately $2,500. 
 
At it’s April meeting the Citizens PFAS Advisory Committee reviewed the program utilization 
to date. The Township has received requests from residents that live in the PFAS effected area 
but have not had a PFAS detection in their well to be included in the bottled water program. 
There are approximately 269 houses in the neighborhood on wells that have not had a PFAS 
detection but are scheduled to receive public water as part of the program. 
 
 
ANALYSIS & CONCLUSIONS: 
The citizens PFAS Committee has recommended that the Township Board extend the bottled 
water service program to all residents in the effected area, not just those that have experienced a 
PFAS detection in their well. Due to the nature of the contamination and the hydrology of the 
water source in the area, it is possible that wells the tested non-detect could test detect at a future 
date. Providing bottled water service to residents could provide piece of mind to those residents 
as they await public water service. 
 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
5920 Tahoe Dr. SE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546 



In addition, while Phase I of the project has been bid and contract has been awarded, supply 
chain issues could push the completion date of the project to 2023, further lengthening the time 
period until safe drinking water is provided to the residences. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS: 
The Township Board had previously allocated $244,000 to both tiers of the project. Given that 
100% useage of both programs is not expected, it is possible that adding the additional 
households into the bottled water program would still fall into the amount allocated for the total 
program. Once the program has matured, staff will provide an updated cost analysis to the 
Township Board and a proposed budget amendment, if needed. It is estimated that each 
additional 70 residences that opt into the program will cost an additional $2,500 per month 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
To consider modifications to the PFAS interim water solutions project 
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