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AGENDA 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, March 22, 2017 
7:00 P.M. 

Cascade Branch of the Kent District Library, Wisner Center 
2870 Jacksmith, S.E. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Article 1. Call to Order, Roll Call 
 
Article 2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
Article 3. Approval of Agenda 
 
Article 4. Presentations/Public Comments (limit comments to 3 minutes) 

  
Article 5. Approval of Consent Agenda 
                          a. Receive and File Various Meeting Minutes 
 1.    Regular Township Board Minutes for 3/08/17. 
 2.    Regular Planning Commission Minutes for 2/6/2017. 
 3.    Regular Zoning Board of Appeals Minutes for 1/10/2017. 
 4.    Regular Downtown Development Minutes for 1/17/2017. 

           b. Receive and File Reports 
 1.    Fire Department Monthly Report for February, 2017. 
 2.    Treasurer’s Report for 2016 Tax Collections. 
                        c. Education Requests 
 1.    Doug Poolman – Michigan – IAAI Annual Arson School – Bay 

City, MI – May 23-26, 2017. 
 
Article 6. Financial Actions  

a. Consider Approval of January/February, 2016 General/Special 
Funds. 

b. Consider Approval of February, 2017 Payroll, Payables and 
Transfers.  

 
Article 7. Unfinished Business  
 
Article 8. New Business 

015-2017 Discuss and Consider Holiday Decorations for the Village 
and Tassell Park. 

 
016-2017 Consider Approval of a Request from KDL for Music 

Programming Funding. 
 

Expected Meeting Procedures 
 
1.     During public comments you may speak on any item 
        not noted on the agenda for a public hearing.       
2.     Please limit comments to 3 minutes per person and  
        the Board may or may not choose to respond. 
3.     Please limit your comments to a specific issue. 
4.     Please turn OFF cellular phones. 
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Article 9. Closed Session 
• Pursuant to Open Meetings Act 15.268(h) - To consider material 

exempt from discussion or disclosure by state or federal statute. 
- To Discuss an Attorney’s Legal Opinion. 

 
Article 10. Public Comments on any other matters. (limit comments to 3 minutes) 
 
Article 11. Manager Comments 
 
Article 12.       Board Member Comments 
 
Article 13. Adjournment 
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MINUTES 
Cascade Charter Township 

 Planning Commission 
Monday, February 6, 2017 

7:00 P.M. 
 

ARTICLE 1.    Chairman Waalkes called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 Members Present:  Katsma, Mead, Pennington, Sperla and Williams 
 Members Absent:  Lewis, Rissi, and Robinson (all excused) 
 Others Present:  Community Development Director, Steve Peterson and those listed on 

the sign in sheet. 
 
ARTICLE 2. Pledge of Allegiance.           
 
ARTICLE 3. Approve the current Agenda. 
                                                          
 Motion was made by Member Sperla to approve the Agenda.   Supported by Member 

Pennington.  Motion carried 6 to 0.  
 
ARTICLE 4. Approve the Minutes of the January 16, 2017 Meeting. 
          
 Motion was made by Member Sperla to approve the Minutes.  Supported by Member 

Mead.  Motion carried 6 to 0.   
  

ARTICLE 5. Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak to non-agenda items.  
 
    Residents came forward to voice their opposition and/or concern about a new business 

which is going in at the old Family Fare site not far from their neighborhood called the 
“Fowling Warehouse.”   

 
    Each resident that came forward spoke to the potential problems they felt a business of 

this kind would bring.  First, no one felt it was an appropriate family-friendly business 
and was not a good fit for the area.  Next, was the consumption of alcohol and all that 
might imply.  Residents were worried about possible intoxicated drivers and general 
rowdiness and how that would affect neighboring businesses that are frequented by the 
residents.  Another aspect that was of concern was the noise level.  There is an aspect of 
the fowling game where a bull horn sounds three times.     

 
 Director Peterson explained that the Planning Commission does not have a role in this 

project since it is a permitted use.  Any business which moves into the township is 
required to adhere to all of the township ordinances, such as the noise ordinance.  He 
also explained that the Township Board passed a resolution of support for the 
redevelopment liquor license for this particular business, but it was the State of 
Michigan that ultimately will decide whether or not to grant the liquor license.  It was 
suggested that they might address the Township Board which was meeting on 
Wednesday, February 8, 2017 at 7:00 p.m., because the owner of the business will be at 
that meeting to answer questions.   
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ARTICLE 6.          Case #16:3348 Edward Rose/Meadowbrook P.U.D. Amendment 
 Public Hearing 
 Property Address:  5794 Broadmoor Avenue & 5201 60th Street 
 Requested Action:  The Applicant is requesting a preliminary plan review to amend the 

Meadowbrooke P.U.D. to allow for multifamily residential and commercial 
development. 

  
 Director Peterson stated that the Applicant is requesting Preliminary Plan Approval in 

order to amend the existing Planned Unit Development.  The amendment is needed 
because they would like to add a residential use to the development.  The proposal is to 
add 492 apartments to the PUD.  They are also reserving approximately 37 acres for 
commercial retail uses.  Although the retail is already permitted in the PUD the 
residential use is not, thus the need for the amendment.  The area is master planned as 
Mixed Use which can accommodate the residential use up to 8 units per acre.  The 
proposal is at about 6.8 units per acre after taking out the commercial portion of the 
development.  This development will be known as Phase III of Meadowbrooke.  This will 
be important moving forward with the PUD amendments in identifying the changes to 
accommodate this development.   

 
 The developer has provided a traffic study.  Their study was done as approved by the 

KCRC and MDOT.  The study assumes the apartments and commercial sites are 
developed and occupied by 2022.  MDOT has asked that developer amend the study to 
include additional mitigation of their project on 60th Street.  Once completed, the new 
study will be evaluated by MDOT and KCRC to determine if the new alternative(s) are 
better for the system than the original alternatives.  If so, they can be incorporated into 
the final approval.  In addition, the developer has had the traffic engineer include in the 
analysis a second drive to 60th Street.  While not part of the project now, it is possible 
that a second drive to 60th could be desirable depending on what the future uses are.  It 
should be noted that the second drive did not change the results of the study as it also 
recommends that any new drive to 60th also include a center turn lane.  Any future 
access to 60th St. should be evaluated by a future traffic study when the use is known.  
No individual access will be allowed on 60th or M37.  The development will be served by 
public utilities and sewer and water will be provided by the City of Grand Rapids.  The 
servicing of the commercial area with sewer and water needs to be addressed, as it 
could have an impact on how the apartment phase is completed.   

 
 The development has been reviewed and approved by the Township engineer.  
 
 Director Peterson recommends approval of the preliminary plan with the following 

conditions: 
 

1. Provide an amended traffic study to evaluate the alternative mitigation methods on 
60th Street. 

2. Address the 4th item in the traffic study to the Commission’s satisfaction. 
3. The sidewalk and pathway connections shall be provided as indicated by staff.  Ten 

(10) foot side paths on M-37 and 60th and five (5) foot sidewalks elsewhere.  The 
developer will also be responsible to provide an easement to the township for the 
pathways and the paths and sidewalks shall be constructed to township standards.  
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The developer will be responsible to grade their property to allow the pathways to 
connect to any adjacent property. 

4. All sidewalks and pathways shall be built no later than 5 years after the first building 
permit is issued. 

5. The developer shall agree to a vehicular connection with the properties along 60th 
Street to the east. 

6. Comply with the Township engineer’s memo dated February 1, 2017. 
7. Create Phase III of the Meadowbrooke review board to review future projects in this 

portion of the development. 
 
 Director Peterson noted that a letter was submitted by Edward Rose Development 

dated February 6, 2017 addressing the conditions brought by staff. 
   
  Chairman Waalkes asked the Applicant to come forward with any comments. 
 
 Ms. Rimes came forward on behalf of Edward Rose Development Co. and gave a brief 

overview of the project and to answer any questions the members may have. 
  
 A brief discussion followed. 
 
 Motion was made by Member Sperla to open the public hearing.  Supported by 

Member Williams.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
 Mr. VanSolkema came forward to inquire what type of residents would move in and 

what school district this development would be in (Caledonia).  He expressed some 
concern it might be an overload to the schools in the area. 

 
 Mr. Liscom came forward.  He resides on 60th Street and was concerned about the need 

to acquire some of his property for the left turn lane on 60th st.  Peterson explained that 
it would be within the right-of-way or would be taken from the developers property. 

 
 Discussion followed. 
 
 Motion was made by Member Sperla to close the public hearing.  Supported by 

Member Mead.  Motion carried 6-0. 
 
 Motion was made by Member Sperla to approve the preliminary plan to amend the 

Meadowbrooke P.U.D. with the conditions set forth above by Director Peterson and 
the response from the applicant dated 2/6/17, and with the added condition that if 
the amended traffic study warrants the 60th st improvements that those be 
incorporated into the final plan.  Supported by Member Pennington.  Motion carried 
6-0. 

 
ARTICLE 7. Case #16:3329 Spees P.U.D. Amendment 
 Property Address: 6010 28th Street 
 Requested Action:  Recommendation of P.U.D. Amendment to allow two fast food 

restaurants along 28th Street and a third building in the rear of the site. 
 



 

Cascade Charter Township, Planning Commission Minutes – February 6, 2017   Page 4 
 

 Director Peterson stated at the Planning Commission approved the preliminary plan for 
this project at the December 5, 2016 meeting.  The plan was approved with conditions.  
The PUD Ordinance amendment has been written to reflect that decision and the 
Applicant has had an opportunity to review and approve the language.  In addition, they 
have amended their plans to reflect the conditions. 

 
 Director Peterson recommends a positive recommendation to the Township Board for 

the approval of the P.U.D. amendment and revised site plan.  The Township Board will 
then hold an additional public hearing to consider your recommendation.   

 
 Discussion followed. 
 
 Motion was made by Member Sperla to send a positive recommendation to the 

Township Board for approval of the P.U.D. amendment and revised plan with one 
change.  On page 2, the paragraph numbered 2 should read: “. . . . not to exceed one-
hundred eight (108) square feet in total sign area per building.”  Supported by 
Member Pennington.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 
ARTICLE 8. Any other business. 
 
 No other business was presented. 
 
ARTICLE 9. Adjournment. 
 

Motion was made by Member Mead to adjourn.  Supported by Member Pennington.  
Motion carried 6 to 0.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.                 
             

             
Respectfully submitted, 
Scott Rissi, Secretary  
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MINUTES 
Cascade Charter Township 
 Zoning Board of Appeals 

Tuesday, January 10, 2017 
7:00 P.M. 

 
ARTICLE 1.          Chairman Berra called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 Members Present:  Berra, Casey, McDonald and Milliken 
 Members Absent:   Pennington (E) 
                             Others Present:  Community Development Director, Steve Peterson and those listed on 

the sign in sheet. 
 
ARTICLE 2.          Chairman Berra led the Pledge of Allegiance.           
 
ARTICLE 3.          Approve the Agenda. 
                                                          

Motion was made by Member McDonald to approve the Agenda.   Supported by 
Member Casey.  Motion carried 4 to 0.  

 
ARTICLE 4.          Approve the Minutes of the October 11, 2016 Meeting. 
                               

Motion was made by Member McDonald to approve the Minutes as presented.  
Supported by Member Milliken.  Motion carried 4 to 0.   
  

ARTICLE 5.          Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak to non-agenda items.  
 
 No visitors who were present wished to speak about non-agenda items. 
 
ARTICLE 6.          Case #16:3351 Jon Achterhof 
 Public Hearing 
 Property Address:  5830 Burton Street S.E. 
 Requested Action: The Applicant is requesting a variance that would allow him to 

remove the home and leave the accessory buildings on the property. 
 

          Director Peterson stated the Applicant is requesting a variance that would allow him to 
remove the home and leave the accessory buildings on the property.  This section of the 
Zoning Ordinance would generally require a principal structure (home) on the property 
before an accessory building.  The Applicant, in this instance, wants to remove the 
existing home in order to construct a new home and leave the accessory buildings.  The 
property is over 3 acres which allows two accessory buildings in addition to an attached 
garage.  This site currently has two accessory buildings.  The Zoning Ordinance also 
requires that the home be at least 50% complete before an accessory building can be 
built 

 
 Variances of similar nature have been approved in the past, but the board has required 

a performance bond be provided to the township to remove the accessory buildings if 
the property did not come into compliance.  In addition, we have required that the site 
come into compliance quickly (typically, one year) with either the home being built or 
the accessory building being removed. 



 

Cascade Charter Township, Zoning Board of Appeals Minutes – January 10, 2017   Page 2 
 

 
 Director Peterson recommended approving the variance with the following conditions: 
 

1. The home is at least 50% complete (rough-in) within 1 year. 
2. Provide a performance bond for the removal of the accessory buildings if the home 

is not at least 50% complete within one year.  The amount of the bond will be at a 
minimum $10,000.  

3. Bond will be released when the property is in compliance. 
 

Chairman Berra asked if the Applicant would like to come forward. 
 
Mr. Jon Achterhof came forward to answer any questions the Board might have.  A brief 
discussion followed. 
 

 Member Casey made a Motion to open the Public Hearing.  Supported by Member 
McDonald.  Motion carried 4 to 0.    

  
  Chairman Berra asked if anyone would like to come forward to speak on this issue. 
 
 Mr. Greg Deja, a neighbor, came forward to ask Mr. Achterhof a couple questions 

relating to specific plans for the new home.  Mr. Achterhof answered Mr. Deja’s 
questions and Mr. Deja let the board know he had no issues with Mr. Acterhof’s plans. 

  
 Ms. Nancy Nyenhuis, a neighbor, also came forward to inquire whether the owner 

would be living in the garage during construction.  They will not. 
 
 Member McDonald made a Motion to close the Public Hearing.  Supported by 

Member Casey.  Motion carried 4 to 0. 
 
 Member McDonald made a Motion to approve the variance in accordance with the 

conditions set forth by staff above.  Supported by Member Milliken.  Motion carried 
4 to 0. 

 
ARTICLE 7.         Planning Department 2016 Annual Report. 
 
 Director Peterson presented the Board with the Community Development 2016 Annual 

Report. 
 
ARTICLE 8. Election of Officers.  
 
  Director Peterson stated that Chairman Berra and Vice Chair Milliken have served one 

year and if desired, can serve one more year. 
 
  Member McDonald made a Motion to elect Chairman Berra and Vice Chair Milliken to 

serve one more year in their current roles.  Supported by Member Casey.  Motion 
carried 4 to 0. 
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ARTICLE 9. Rules of Conduct. 
 
 Director Peterson presented the Board with the Rules of Conduct as a refresher for their 

information. 
 
ARTICLE 10. Any other business.    
   
 There was no other business. 
 
ARTICLE 11.       Adjournment 
 

Motion was made by Member Milliken to adjourn.  Supported by Member McDonald.  
Motion carried 4 to 0.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.                 

             
            Respectfully submitted, 

                             Tom McDonald, Secretary 
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MINUTES 
Cascade Charter Township 

 Downtown Development Authority Board of Directors 
Tuesday, January 17, 2017 

5:30 P.M. 
Cascade Library – Wisner Center 

 
ARTICLE 1.    Vice Chairman Puplava called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M. 
 Members Present:  Puplava, Beahan, Ridings, Rowland, Siegle and Stephan 
 Members Absent:   Huhn, Kingsland and Smith  
 Others Present:  DDA Director Sandra Korhorn, and those listed on the sign in sheet. 
 
ARTICLE 2. Approve the current Agenda. 
 
 Motion was made by Member Rowland to approve the Agenda.   Supported by 

Member Ridings.  Motion carried 6 to 0.  
 
ARTICLE 3. Approve the Minutes of the November 15, 2016 Meeting. 
                               
 Motion was made by Member Beahan to approve the Minutes as presented.  Support 

by Member Stephan.  Motion carried 6 to 0.   
  

ARTICLE 4. Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak to non-agenda items.  
 
  No one came forward. 
  
ARTICLE 5.         Review of 2017 DDA Budget 
 
 Director Korhorn presented the Board with a copy of the 2017 DDA budget.  
 
 Discussion followed. 
 
ARTICLE 6. Discuss and Consider Sponsorship for the 2017 Metro Cruise Warmup Event. 
 
 Director Korhorn gave a review of the 2016 Metro Cruise Warmup Event.  The event was 

a two-night (Thursday and Friday) event and the DDA donated $5,000 for the event and 
was the title sponsor.   

  
 The Metro Cruise Warmup Committee (“MCWC”) is again requesting $5,000 for 

sponsorship of the 2017 event.  The MCWC has been meeting and is working on the 
schedule of events/activities, as well as talking with business owners within the DDA to 
generate more involvement.  After receiving feedback this year from the car owners and 
because of so many other activities occurring on Friday night, the MCWC has decided to 
hold the event on Thursday evening only.   

 
 Director Korhorn is recommending the DDA sponsor the event again for 2017. 
 
 Discussion followed. 
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 Motion was made by Member Siegle to approve the $5,000 donation by the DDA for 
the Metro Cruise Warmup Event.  Supported by Member Rowland.   

 Motion carried 6-0.  
  
ARTICLE 7. Discuss Potential 2017 Projects 
 
 Director Korhorn brought for discussion a potential list of projects for 2017: 
 

1. Lighting of Tassell Park;  
2. Village area Holiday Decorations; and 
3. Logo and Marketing/Branding Initiative for the downtown area.   

 
ARTICLE 8. Discuss DDA Business Owners Meetings 
 
 Director Korhorn presented an idea to the Board to put together meetings with 

businesses owners (possibly a breakfast/coffee meeting or lunch-n-learns) within the 
DDA to let them know what the DDA is and how we can help them.  Discuss with them 
issues within their particular district and to keep them informed of events and 
happenings within DDA.   

 
ARTICLE 9. Election of Officers 
 
 Director Korhorn let the Board know it was time to elect officers for the DDA for 2017.  

The Board needs to vote on the positions of Chair, Vice Chair and Secretary. 
 
 With Chairman Huhn and Secretary Kingsland not present at this meeting, it was agreed 

by the six members that were present tonight to table the election until such time that 
they were present.  

 
ARTICLE 10. Any other business.  
 

a. Contact list for Board Members.   
b. Cascade Community & Library Gathering Space Open House.  Tuesday, January 24, 

2017 from 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. at Wisner Center. 
c. Update on Planning Activities. 

 
ARTICLE 11. Adjournment. 
 

Motion was made by Member Beahan to adjourn.  Supported by Member Siegle. 
Motion carried 6 to 0.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m.                 
             

             
Respectfully submitted, 
Diana Kingsland, Secretary  
                           



























































































































































































































































































NEW BUSINESS 

 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMORANDUM 

To:   Cascade Charter Township Board 

From:   Sandra Korhorn, DDA/Economic Development Director  

Subject:  Discuss and Consider Holiday Decorations for the Village and Tassell Park   
 
Meeting Date:  March 22, 2017 

 

The DDA has been discussing new holiday decorations in the village as well as lighting 
Tassell Park.   I met with a representative from Bronner’s at Leslie E. Tassell Park late last year.  
We talked about some ideas for decorating and lighting the park during the holidays.   

Bronner’s has their sale on holiday decorations in January/February.  The Bronner’s 
representative contacted me the other day regarding the pricing.  He spoke with the plant 
manager, who gave the Township a price extension thru March 23.    This will likely have to be a 
multi-year project due to the cost.     

The DDA budgeted $15,000 and the Parks Committee budgeted $7,500 to partner with us 
on the project.  Staff submitted a grant application to the Cascade Community Foundation and 
also submitted a request to the Forest Hills Business Association for the project. 

The Infrastructure Committee reviewed this request at their March meeting and have 
recommended the DDA and Township Board move forward with this project.  The DDA will 
review the final decorations/lighting options at their March 21 meeting and will provide a 
recommendation to the Township Board.     

   
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Date:  March 22nd, 2017      
To:  Supervisor Beahan and Township Board Members 
From:  Ben Swayze, Township Manager 
Subject: Request from KDL for Music Programming Funding 
 
FACTS: 
The Township has received a request from the Kent District Library to participate in funding for 
the third year of their monthly live music program at the Cascade Library titled Sunday 
Afternoon LIVE! 
 
It is anticipated that the program will be held each month on a Sunday afternoon from October 
2017 – April 2018 and feature musical acts from a variety of genres and locations. The 
attendance for the 15-16 series and 16-17 series ranged from a low of 56 people to a high of 226 
people, and the attendance record is attached for your review. KDL is seeking a financial 
contribution from Cascade Township of $3,500 to support this event. KDL staff is also seeking 
funding from a variety of other sources including themselves (KDL), Friends of the Cascade 
Library, the Cascade Community Foundation, the Downtown Development Authority and 
individual gifts and donations. The DDA is being asked to contribute $1,500 to the event 
 
Diane Cutler, Cascade Library Branch Manager, will be present to review the proposed program 
and answer any questions the Township Board may have. 
 
Attached for your review is: 

· Program funding request from KDL 
· Season 1 & 2 attendance records. 

 
 
ANALYSIS & CONCLUSIONS: 
Currently, Cascade Township does not directly provide any music related programming to the 
community. As recently as 2012 the Township assisted the Cascade Community Foundation in 
presenting the summer music series at Tassel Park. However, that series has been on hiatus since 
2012 and there are no known plans of the Community Foundation to resurrect that program in 
the near future. The Township, through the DDA, also sponsors the Metro Cruise Warm-Up 
event, which featured an expanded musical presence in 2017. 
 
The previous two seasons of events have provided no issues that the Township is aware of. 
 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS: 
The Township has budgeted $3,500 for this event in the FY2017 budget. 
 
 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
2865 Thornhills SE   Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546-7140 



RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Consider the request from the Kent District Library to provide $3,500 in funding to the Sunday 
Afternoon LIVE! music program at the Cascade Library. 
 



 

Sunday Afternoon LIVE! 

Proposal 

For Cascade Charter Township 
Township Board 

 

The world’s most famous and popular language is music. -- Psy 

 We have hosted 13 concerts with attendance far exceeding expectations.   

 We offer the community a unique opportunity of high quality free indoor concerts.   

 We have brought people to the library and Cascade who have never visited before. 

 We have created interest and enthusiasm for future partnerships with the Grand Rapids 
Symphony and two public radio stations.   

 We provide a listening room atmosphere for local musicians to share their gift with the 
community without the distractions of other venues.   

 We have increased interest in local music. 

 We have created a venue that musicians request to perform in.   

From the perspective of listeners and musicians as well as library staff, the first two seasons of 
Sunday Afternoon LIVE have been a success.  A success we want to continue.  Based on responses 
from attendees, we will place more emphasis on social media rather than print advertising to be 
more effective and cognizant of costs.   

In 2016-17, Kent District Library partnered with Cascade Charter Township, Cascade Community 
Foundation, Cascade DDA, Friends of the Cascade Library and Kingsland Ace Hardware to offer the 
second season of Sunday Afternoon LIVE.  Typically a third of the attendees are new to the branch 
and many go out to dinner at Cascade restaurants afterward.   

Dates of project:  October 2017 through April 2018 

Amount Requested:  $3500                   

Total project cost:  $23,400 

In the spirit of community, we are seeking funding from a variety of sources, outlined on the 
attached Budget page.   

 
 



Band Date Attendance

Vox Vidorra 10/25/2015 76

Afro Zuma 11/22/2015 159

An Dro 12/27/2015 122

Max Lockwood and the Michigan Basement1/24/2016 98

Brad Fritcher 2/28/2016 56

Olivia Mainville & the Aquatic Troupe 10/16/2016 69

The Crane Wives 11/13/2016 175

Peat in the Creel 12/11/2016 65

May Erlewine 1/8/2017 226

The Bootstrap Boys 2/12/2017 139

An Dro 2/26/2017 175

Rober MacNaughton Trio 3/12/2017 97

Steam Powered Blue Grass 4/9/2017

Sunday Afternoon LIVE

Attendance

Season 1 & 2
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