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AGENDA
Cascade Charter Township
Downtown Development Authority Board of Directors
September 21, 2021
5:30 p.m.
Cascade Library Wisner Center
2870 Jacksmith Ave. SE

Public may access the meeting via video conference software Zoom

v

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89241349585

By Phone: 1 929 205 6099
Webinar ID: 892 4134 9585

Call the Meeting to Order

Record the Attendance

Approval of the Agenda

Approval of the Minutes of June 15, 2021 Meeting

Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak (Comments are
limited to five minutes per speaker)

Update — The Rapid Service Schedule Change

Discuss the Complete Streets Plan and Projects Updates
Update Re: Ongoing DDA Projects

a. Streetlight Retrofit

b. Flower Pots

Any Other Business
a. Robinson Dental Brownfield Update

Adjournment


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89241349585

ARTICLE 1.

ARTICLE 2.

ARTICLE 3.

ARTICLE 4.

ARTICLE 5.

MINUTES
Cascade Charter Township
Downtown Development Authority Board of Directors
June 15, 2021
5:30 P.M.
Virtual Meeting

Chairman Puplava called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M.

Members Present: Kleyla, DeWitt, Stephan, Vogel, Growney, and Puplava.
Members Absent: Lesperance, Siegle, Makkar

Others Present: DDA Director Sandra Korhorn, Manager Ben Swayze, and
Matt Dillivan, Representative of The Rapid

Approve the Current Agenda.

Motion was made by Member Stephan to approve the Current Agenda.
Supported by Member Growney. Motion carried 5 to 0.

Approval of the Minutes of May 18, 2021 Meeting

Motion was made by Member Stephan to approve the Minutes of the
May 18, 2021 Meeting. Supported by Member Kleyla. Motion
carried 5 to 0.

Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak to non-agenda items.
(Comments are limited to five minutes per speaker)

There were no visitors.
Member Vogel entered meeting.

Discuss and Consider The Rapid Bus Contract — Remove from
Table — Pages added 6/14/21

Motion made by Member Kleyla to remove The Rapid Bus Contract
consideration from the table. Supported by Member Stephan. Motion
carried 6 to 0.

Director Korhorn stated that this is a continuation of discussion regarding
the long-term contract for The Rapid Bus service, and at the May
meeting, a Rapid representative stated that the contract dates will have
to be revised to (tentatively) October 1%, 2021, to May 9%, 2022. Director
Korhorn stated that at the same meeting, the DDA Board requested
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additional information on how to reduce the cost of the service by
shortening the route, shortening hors, etc. and that information is
included in tonight’s packet. There is also information about the Go Bus
and Hope Network bus service as requested. Director Korhorn stated that
the reason the DDA is discussing these options is that the Township
Board has decided that in order for Rapid Bus service to continue, the
DDA must provide 100% of the funding for the 28t Street (29t St) route.

Director Korhorn stated that a decision needs to be made on this tonight
so Rapid staff has time to put together a route, if needed.

Manager Swayze stated that this will be a seven-month contract as The
Rapid is only committed to this revenue model for a year from when their
decision was made, and that expectation is analysis of the route will be
over early into 2022. The DDA will need to make another decision to
continue with service or not at that point. Manager Swayze stated that
shortening the route is not an option as the price difference would go
against the policy that allows The Rapid to have this revenue model in
place, however changing times that the service is available is a possibility.

Manager Swayze reviewed four possible options with Members.

The current service (option 1) and option 4 (the biggest reduction in
service) have a price difference of about $30,000 per the October to May
service period, or just short of $50,000 annually.

Manager Swayze reviewed questions asked of him by Chairwoman
Puplava about the cost of both The Rapid Go Bus, and the Hope Network
Bus. The questions were as follows:

1. It’s understood that The Go Bus is provided at no additional
cost to the Township for ADA eligible riders. Is there an
additional cost to the riders, and if so, what is the charge, and
does the Township cover any of that cost? Manager Swayze
stated that there is an additional cost of $3.50 if a rider is ADA
eligible, or $8 if they are over the age of 65 (not ADA eligible).
The Township does not cover any of these costs.

Hope Network riders pay a S5 fee per ride; however, the
Township covers S1 of that to get the cost closer to The Go

Bus fee.

2. Assuming the DDA executes the Rapid Bus contract, is there
any savings to the Township that can be leveraged by using
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The Go Bus transportation over Hope Network
transportation? Manager Swayze stated that there is CDGB
(Community Development Block Grant) funding of $144,000
available for Kent County Townships to tap into to cover the
cost of rides, and that Cascade Township is then responsible
for any rides over 20 rides per person per month. Manager
Swayze stated that is typically only 1 or 2 Go Bus riders a
month.

3. Can part of the Go Bus cost be covered by the Kent County
CDBG dollars? Manager Swayze stated that is not an eligible
expense.

Chairwoman Puplava invited Members to ask questions.

Member Growney asked if ridership numbers have been figured out.
Manager Swayze stated that data from 2018-current is included in the
packet for tonight, and reviewed 2021 first-quarter ridership data with
Members, noting that these numbers are still affected by Covid-19. First-
quarter 2021 there was an average weekday ridership of 153 riders per
day, Saturday ridership of 126 riders per day, and Sunday ridership of 70
riders per day. Manager Swayze stated that the additional information
provided by The Rapid can help if Members are looking into alternate
service parameter options provided by The Rapid.

Chairwoman Puplava stated that she is appreciative of the alternate
service options provided by The Rapid, however she is against eliminating
Sunday service (option #4) as there is Sunday ridership. Member Stephan
agrees with Chairwoman Puplavas statement, adding that he does not
believe it will benefit the Township or businesses within.

Chairwoman Puplava asked if there is a dissenting viewpoint, and if not,
states that eliminating option #4 may help advance conversation. No
Member stated dissent.

Chairwoman Puplava stated that she would like to figure out which
option is most appropriate for the contract going forward.

Member Stephan asked for clarification of time frames/definitions
(morning, mid-day, etc.), especially regarding the Saturday schedule.

Mr. Max Dillivan stated that the morning, 60-minute period goes from
(roughly) 6:30am until 10am. From (roughly) 10am until 6:30pm will be a
30-minute, mid-day period, and then from (roughly) 6:30pm on will be a
60-minute evening period.
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Manager Swayze asked Mr. Dillivan if there will be a way to collect data
from riders if the DDA chooses to select option 2 or 3 (both of which will
reduce service hours), and how the schedule change has impacted them.
Mr. Dillivan stated that he believes a survey with this data can be created
and administered.

Member Stephan asked Mr. Dillivan how the schedule/time change will
be communicated to riders if the DDA chooses to reduce service hours.
Mr. Dillivan stated that this will fall into larger, system wide changes that
are already taking effect, so related information will be included in some
press releases, social media posts, physical notices at stops, analog
notifications, and even through business owners whose employees use
the bus service.

Member Stephan believes that with the help of Director Korhorn, the
DDA should communicate new routes/times with Cascade businesses
that may be impacted by a change. Chairwoman Puplava agrees, stating
that it would also be nice to give riders and businesses a time frame to
transition if needed.

Chairwoman Puplava asked when the schedule change would take place
if the DDA decides to choose a new service schedule. Mr. Dillivan stated
that the current contract runs through September 30, 2021, so notices
will be released before then stating an October 15t change.

Member Vogel asked what service changes The Rapid is making itself,
and how they may relate to current trends. Mr. Dillivan stated that there
will be schedule adjustments and alignments to all fixed routes, with the
level of service remaining the same. Mr. Dillivan stated that ridership
numbers are trending similarly with routes nationwide, and expects
numbers to gradually rise in the near future.

Member Vogel stated that the bus service provides an opportunity for
employees to get to work, and believes that it may become more
important as more people enter the work force.

Member Stephan agrees that the bus service is vital to both employees
and business owners at this time, and believes that service should
continue with a reduced schedule (he is in favor of option 3) to benefit
the Township, and those who rely on bus service.
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ARTICLE 6.

Chairwoman Puplava agreed that option 3 is acceptable as there is
money in the budget, no money will be taken away from other programs
or services, and it will provide a tangible benefit to businesses in the DDA.
Member Vogel asked what the percentage savings will be if another
service option is chosen. Manager Swayze stated that option 3 is 13.2%
reduction over the current bus service, and option 2 is 9.1% reduction
over the current service.

Member Vogel believes that option 3 is a reasonable option to still
support local businesses in the community.

Chairwoman Puplava stated that option 3 also addresses those who have
expressed concern about the cost of the service.

Manager Swayze asked Members to approve a contract based on the
material terms the DDA set forth in order to save time bringing a written
contract back to them for review and approval, and stated that it will
likely need to be signed by Director Korhorn or Chairwoman Puplava.
Chairwoman Puplava asked if this will technically be a contract with the
Township even though the DDA is providing the funding. Manager
Swayze stated that he will need to look into that.

Motion was made by Chairwoman Puplava to approve a long-term bus
contract through May 9, 2022 having the rates articulated in Option 3 of
the memo, and allowing the contract to be finalized, approved, and
executed consistent with those terms. Supported by Member Growney.
Motion carried 6 to 0.

Discuss and Consider Village Flowers/Plantings

Director Korhorn stated that Daylily Floral requested to put pots and
plantings throughout the Cascade Village, and that she met with Mary
from Daylily to walk through the corridor. Director Korhorn stated that
this project would involve 23-25 new planters and concrete bases
through the district, and there is a map in the packet that has
approximate locations marked on it.

Director Korhorn stated that Mary proposed the planter contents be
changed seasonally, with exception of spring as there is a lack of options
and as the weather is typically unpredictable. In addition to fall plantings,
Mary has proposed tall corn husks for each of the black lamp posts in the
Village, and potted spruce trees in the winter with solar powered tree
toppers. In addition, there is a landscape bed adjacent to the Citgo gas
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station on Cascade Road and Old 28™ that could use an update, Director
Korhorn stated that she is waiting on more information about that space.

Director Korhorn stated that she has met with a representative of the
Kent County Road Commission, and as long as height and setback
requirements are followed, they are in favor of this plan.

Director Korhorn stated that she would like guidance from the DDA on
how they would like to proceed with this, and let Members know that
she did receive and email from RRR Lawn & Landscape (located in the
Village) who would also like to enhance the Village area with seasonal
colors.

Director Korhorn stated that there is not irrigation to a lot of the
proposed planters, so a drip line may need to be discussed in order to
keep the plantings properly watered and thriving.

Member Stephan reviewed the estimated cost of pots ($13,000), bases
(525,000), the fall arrangement ($5,000), corn husks ($1,800-2,900), 6-8”
Christmas trees with LED lights (57,000), and an average of $200 per pot
for summer plants ($5,000), and stated that he believes $56,000 (without
irrigation and soil included) is a lot of money for one years’ worth of
flowers, and although the following year the cost of pots and bases
would not be included, believes a better price can be found for annual
plantings per pot.

Chairwoman Puplava agrees with Member Stephan, stating that irrigation
will add a significant cost and disruption to the areas it’s needed.
Chairwoman Puplava stated that it would be helpful to have these
isolated into individual projects (fall husks, Christmas trees, etc.) as some
won’t require as much infrastructure.

Chairwoman Puplava stated that she is not opposed to the idea of
installing pots, but believes the budgeting process should be taken into
consideration, and more information should be gathered before moving
forward. Chairwoman Puplava also believes that if there are other
companies in The District interested in collaborating on such projects, all
options should be explored and reviewed for future consideration.

Member Kleyla asked if the existing permanent bowl planters (there are
10 of them) could be duplicated in order to be consistent with aesthetic,
and agrees that this is a large-scale project that would benefit the DDA
financially by obtaining proposals for the desired work, and having
adequate time to be thoughtful about expanding. Member Kleyla
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believes proposals for planting the existing pots and the bed by the Citgo
station might be a good place to start for now. Director Korhorn stated
that the proposed “new” pots would be smaller in stature than the
existing ones, and states that there may be opportunities to start this
project on a smaller scale and add to it if desired in the future.

Chairwoman Puplava stated that beginning with the replanting of the
plant bed by Citgo, replanting the existing ten planters, and additional
temporary decorations (such as the corn husks) may be a good place to
start as they can be considered definable projects, but is hesitant to
begin planning anything more permanent without more information,
such as total cost.

Member Kleyla believes that the capabilities of a vendor(s) to be able to
offer and manage all of what is being asked for is very important to keep
in mind for a project such as this.

Chairwoman Puplava stated that routine maintenance cost also needs to
be considered. Director Korhorn stated that the Township Buildings and
Grounds Crew would do a lot of that work.

Member Stephan asked if any input should be sought from nearby
communities as to what works/doesn’t work well for them, and how their
plantings are maintained. Director Korhorn stated that she can do that.

Chairwoman Puplava stated that this process can start to be planned now
for the next budget year, and next season of planting in order to make
better informed decisions.

Member Stephan believes this would be a good opportunity to add a
possible water feature and/or flower feature near the entrances of
Cascade and the downtown area.

Member Vogel states that adding planters near the roadway (and/or
possible roundabout if there is one being considered in the future) may
help slow down traffic, and would be a good time to couple those costs.
Chairwoman Puplava stated that there was discussion at a recent
Township meeting about slowing traffic, so they (the DDA) would want to
make sure they are aligned with the Board on a project like this.

Director Korhorn asked if Members would like to table this item while she
gathers more information about discussed concerns.
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ARTICLE 7.

ARTICLE 8.

Motion was made by Chairwoman Puplava to table this item.
Supported by Member Growney. Motion carried 6 to 0.

Discuss and Consider DDA Sponsorship for the Cascade Metro
Cruise Warmup Event

Director Korhorn stated this event is happening this year (canceled last
year due to Covid), but will be scaled back a little bit. The event is held at
the Thornapple Centre in the parking lot, and has always been a very
popular event in the past.

Director Korhorn stated that the DDA Plan allows the DDA Board to
create, manage, and support annual events occurring within The District,
and that the DDA has been a great partner and supporter of this event in
the past. Director Korhorn stated that the business community has been
asked for sponsorships in the past, however after the pandemic, the
Committee is not comfortable asking businesses for sponsorships this
year, and is asking the DDA for $10,000 in sponsorship for the event this
year for that reason. Director Korhorn stated that typically the DDA has
given between $5,000-8,000 per year.

Motion was made by Member Stephan to approve a $10,000 donation
to the Metro Cruise Warm Up event in August. Supported by Member
DeWitt. Motion carried 6 to 0.

Discuss Meeting Location Status

Director Korhorn stated that Kent County will not be extending the
emergency to allow fully virtual meetings, so moving forward meetings
will be held in-person. Meetings are held at the Wisner Center, but can
be hybrid to allow applicants or residents to attend and comment via
Zoom (the Board needs to be present), meetings can be strictly in-person
for all attendees, or meetings can have a static camera (camera recording
meetings).

Chairwoman Puplava stated that she likes the reach that a hybrid
meeting provides, however the DDA does not have a history of broad
public participation. Given that and the problems that can arise with
virtual meeting technology, she is in favor of having full in-person
meetings.
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ARTICLE 9.

ARTICLE 10.

Member Stephan agrees with Chairwoman Puplava, but does like the
transparency aspect of allowing virtual attendees and states that if
desired, maybe adding a virtual option in the future can be discussed.

Chairwoman Puplava stated that there may be a benefit of adding a static
camera to people can watch, but not join virtually. Member Vogel stated

that he does not see the down side of having a static camera for the sake
of transparency.

Motion was made by Chairwoman Puplava to resume in-person
meetings and have a static camera record the meeting, and then said
recording is posted to the Township YouTube Channel after the meeting
concludes. Supported by Member Kleyla. Motion carried 6 to 0.

Any Other Business
a. Robinson Dental Brownfield Update

Director Korhorn stated that the Brownfield Plan was approved by
the Township Board at their May meeting, so it is now in final review
by EGLE. Director Korhorn anticipates hearing a decision by the end of
the month, and then Robinson Dental can get started on their project.

b. Strategic Plan Meeting —July 20 at 5:30 p.m.

Director Korhorn stated that the next scheduled meeting (July 20) will
be a joint strategic meeting (in-person) with the Planning
Commission, and it would be best to not have anything else on the
agenda if possible.

Member Stephan asked about the status of the Tommys Car Wash,
Director Korhorn stated that went through the Planning Commission and
they recommended Tommys as well as a coffee shop on the site.

Adjournment

Motion was made by Member Vogel to adjourn. Supported by Member
Growney. Motion carried 6 to 0. Meeting was adjourned at 6:55 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Rene Growney, Secretary
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DDA UPDATE

DDA MEMORANDUM

To: Cascade Township DDA Board

From: Sandra Korhorn, DDA/Economic Development Director S
Subject: Update — The Rapid Service Schedule Change

Meeting Date: September 21, 2021

As you are aware, The Rapid advised Township staff that it would be making some changes to
its service routes based on its internal ridership study. The primary change to the Cascade 28"
Street route is that the bus will no longer loop to the YMCA, but will rather be straight up and
down 28th Street. (The Go! Bus will continue to provide service to the YMCA.) The transition to
the new service routes took effect at the end of August.

If you recall, at the June DDA meeting the board approved a long-term bus contract through
May 9, 2022, choosing Option 3 to adjust the service times and cut costs (see highlight below).

Option Description General Service Parameters Contract Cost
1 Current service Wkdy: 30-min all day; Sat: 60-min AM,
30-min midday, 60-min PM; Sun: 60-min $151,274.89
2 Reduced weekday Wkdy: 30-min until 7pm, 60-min after 7pm;
evening Sat: same as above; Sun: same as above $137,388.41
3 Reduced weekday Wkdy: Same as above; Sat: 60-min all day;
Evening & Satursday  Sun: same as above $131,331.61
4 Reduced weekday Wkdy: Same as above; Sat: same as above,;
evening & Saturday, Sun: no service $121,640.73
No Sunday

The Rapid sent notices to the businesses, placed the service changes at the stop locations and
township staff also notified businesses to make sure their riders are aware of the time changes.

At this time, Staff is unaware of any issues/concerns from the businesses regarding this service
change.



DDA UPDATE

DDA MEMORANDUM

To: Cascade Township DDA Board

From: Sandra Korhorn, DDA/Economic Development Director gv‘l/“
Subject: Update — The Complete Streets Plan

Meeting Date: September 21, 2021

In 2013 the DDA Board and the Planning Commission collaborated on the development of a
Complete Streets plan for the Village area of Cascade Township.

Complete Streets legislation was adopted a number of years ago. This legislation applies to
road projects where road agencies, engineers, etc. design and operate the entire roadway with
all users in mind - including bicyclists, public transportation vehicles and riders, and pedestrians
of all ages and abilities.

As part of the Complete Streets legislation, some new “rules” have been developed that says
state and local road agencies must now consult with each other as well as inject the desires of a
local community in the planning and design of a project when MDOT or a road commission is
planning a project within a municipality.

As part of developing the Complete Street Plan, the consultant as well as staff met with
representatives from the Kent County Road Commission (KCRC) for input on proposed projects
and to show that specific projects “work” for the roadway.

The DDA Board did move forward and complete the following projects from the Complete
Streets plan:

Mid-Block Pedestrian Crossing on Cascade Rd.

Intersection Enhancements at Cascade Rd. & 28 Street
Intersection Enhancements at Cascade Rd. & Thornapple River Drive
Re-aligned Old 28th Approach to Cascade Rd.

Expanded Sidewalk — Cascade Road north of 28th Street.

ukwnN e



The DDA board should review the plan and discuss if there are Complete Street projects the
board is interested in pursuing.

We hear from residents about the need for a separated walkway/sidewalk on Cascade Rd. over
the Thornapple River. This project is in the plan however this area is outside of the DDA
boundaries and the DDA can not spend their funds on this project.



DDA UPDATE

DDA MEMORANDUM

To: Cascade Township DDA Board

From: Sandra Korhorn, DDA/Economic Development Director gv‘l/“
Subject: Update — Ongoing DDA Projects

Meeting Date: September 21, 2021

Streetlight Retrofit — If you recall, the DDA discussed and decided to move forward with the
LED lighting conversion for the Lumec lights in the village and down 28th Street.

The reason for the retrofit conversion is due to high maintenance cost of the existing lights and
a retrofit option is less expensive than changing the fixtures. The payback on the retrofit is also
a lot lower than changing fixtures.

The last update from the contractor is, due to supply chain issues, the retrofit kits are expected
around January. The supply chain issues involve the Bluetooth chips and transformer that has
components that are hard to find. | will continue to update you on the status of this project.

Flower Pots - The DDA, at their June meeting, requested additional information on this agenda
item. The project would involve approximately 23-25 new planters and concrete bases for
support. The Cascade Rd/28th Street intersection would have 2 planters on each corner.

Plantings would change with the seasons (summer, fall, winter) with the exception of spring.
pictures).

At the meeting | will share information I learned from a few other communities. | am providing
information on self-watering pots that were recommended.



Not All Self-Watering Planters (or Companies) Are Created Equal
Questions to ask before purchasing your self-watering planter.

PRODUCT FEATURES

EARTHPLANTER

COMPETITION

BASED & MADE IN
THE USA

LIFETIME PLANTER
WARRANTY

PROVEN &
GUARANTEED
WICKING SYSTEM

BUILT-IN INTERNAL
WATER OVERFLOW

DRAIN PLUG
INCLUDED - WITH
EASY SIDE ACCESS.

PRICE MATCH
GUARANTEE

PRODUCT
CONSTRUCTION

STACKING AND
STORAGE

WINTERIZED

Industry Exclusive
EarthPlanter is the only dedicated US based
commercial manufacturer.

Industry Exclusive

EarthPlanter is the only manufacturer to offer this
guality promise. These will be the last planters you ever
purchase.

Yes

Our wicks are integrated into our planters and arrive
ready to go, requiring no prep, or routine replacement
of wicking material.

5 Year Warranty Included.

This is at the heart of our planter design. EarthPlanter
wicks have been in service since 2012 without a single
failure or replacement ordered.

Industry Exclusive
A built-in internal water overflow allows excess water to
drain out of the bottom.

Our internal overflow assembly eliminates unsightly
holes. Provides superior protection from over-watering
while eliminating insect intrusion, potential clogging,
and hard water staining of your planters.

Industry Exclusive
All EarthPlanter ground models include a drain plug.
This makes releasing water extremely easy.

Industry Exclusive
We are committed to working with you and becoming
a lifelong partner.

Linear Low-Density Polyethylene (LLDPE).
UV Inhibitors to protect against sun fade Rotational
Molded for Strength & Durability.

Yes
All EarthPlanters can be either stacked inside each
other or pyramid style to maximize storage

Yes
Once drained EarthPlanters can remain outdoors year-
round.

NO

NO

If a warranty is offered,
typically it will only be a
5-10 Year commitment.

NO

Inferior cotton ropes,
fabric bags, or toxic
material (i.e rock wool)

NO

Hole Drilled in side of
planter requiring tipping
to empty, and eye sore
on the planter
construction.

NO

Must tip over a heavy
planter to drain, requiring
additional labor.

?



Considerations for Choosing the Company You Work With.

PRODUCT FEATURES

Our Commitments to You

EARTHPLANTER

COMPETITION

CUSTOMER SERVICE

EARTHPLANTER

BRAND

COMPANY

MANUFACTURING

AFFILIATIONS

Rated A+

We pride ourselves in creating lifelong partnerships
with our customers.

#1 Selling & Recommended Commercial Self-
Watering Planter

With hundreds of commercial accounts & 45,000+
installed, EarthPlanters are recommended by every
customer & over 100 Professional Grounds Managers

Established in 1946

EarthPlanter is a part of Bo-Mer Plastics, a leader in
thermo and rotational molding for over 70 years

100% Designed, Manufactured & Shipped from our
Facility

EarthPlanter never sub-contracts its manufacturing.
Every part is made in Auburn NY, just outside Syracuse

Professional Grounds Management Society
Main Street America

International Downtown Association
America in Bloom

Our close partnership with these organizations places
us in a unigue position to understand & solve the
challenges of our customers




Auburn, NY



South Bend, IN



Grayling, MI



Washtenaw Community College



Western Michigan University
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Samford University, AL



AGENDA
Cascade Charter Township
Downtown Development Authority Board of Directors
Informational Meeting
September 21, 2021
Begins at the conclusion of the
Regularly scheduled meeting

ARTICLE 1. Call the Meeting to Order
Record the Attendance

ARTICLE 2. DDA Update

ARTICLE 3. Reporting Requirements

ARTICLE 4. Future Plans/Projects

ARTICLE 5. Acknowledge Visitors and those wishing to speak

ARTICLE 6. Adjournment





