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AGENDA

Parks Committee
Tuesday, July 16,2024
08:00 am
5920 Tahoe Dr. SE

Call to Order

Approve Current Agenda

Public Comment (5-minute limit per individual)
Approve the Minutes from the 5/21/24 Meeting
Director’s Report

Old Business

a. Burton Parking Lot Plans

New Business

a. Memorial Park Landscape Improvements

b. Cascade Recreation Park Plan Discussion

Any Other Business

Adjournment



Parks Committee

Tuesday, May 21, 2024
8:00 am

5920 Tahoe Dr. SE

ARTICLE 1. Call to Order

All members in attendance: Chair Mike Reese, Vice Chair Eileen Boekestein,
Supervisor Grace Lesperance, Ryan Bruneau, Bill Otten, Ken Kaiser

Others Present: Nick Govan Administrative Assistant and others listed on the sign-in
sheet.

Chair Reese called the meeting to order at 8:00am

ARTICLE 2. Approval of Agenda

Motion by member Otten to approve, seconded by Member Bruneau.

Motion carried unanimously.

ARTICLE 3. Public Comment (5 minutes/individual)

Jeff Hughes (7250 Red Bud Ln) advocated for an advisory committee to assess
Burton Park and Peace Park's health and preservation needs, suggesting the
committee should confirm deer overpopulation issues and have forestry experts
conduct assessments.

Director Manion acknowledged their expertise in conservation biology and agreed
there is a deer problem. They affirmed an advisory committee will be formed by
summer's end but noted implementing a hunt requires extensive planning beyond
biological considerations. Director Manion also emphasized that deer management
is only one part of a multi-pronged approach needed, potentially including invasive
species removal and reintroduction of native plants.



Chair Reese agreed action is needed but understood other priorities exist. Member
Bruneau expressed concern about potential fence requests if deer overpopulation
isn't addressed, noting their personal experience with deer damage.

Supervisor Lesperance explained the need for a proper process through an advisory
committee due to lack of board consensus. They emphasized that following this
process would lay the groundwork for presenting an easy decision to the board,
avoiding the risk of derailing deer management efforts.

ARTICLE 4. Approval of March 19, 2024 minutes

Member Bruneau suggested changes to Article 6. Director Manion mentioned
adding discussion about reservation policies. Chair Reese suggested adding
comments about public communication regarding parking lot issues.

Motion by member Bruneau to approve, seconded by Member Otten.

Motion carried unanimously.

ARTICLE 5. Approval of April 16, 2024 minutes

Member Otten mentioned including comments on fees. Member Bruneau
recommended removing corrections tracking.

Member Otten motioned to approve with additions and removals. Seconded by
Chairman Reese.

Motion carried unanimously.

ARTICLE 6. Director's Report

Director Manion presented recent park events and improvements, including
museum landscaping plans developed by the Kids Garden Club. Chairman Reese
and his company offered to review and formalize the plan using CAD software. She
also mentioned that a new Christmas tree for Memorial Park had been selected.
Supervisor Lesperance mentioned that the committee received a $4,000 donation



from Daily Bread after one of their employees was saved by a defibrillator used by
the fire department. Mentioning using part of the donation for the Memorial Park
Christmas tree, which would allow the township to showcase to Daily Bread how
their contribution was utilized.

Director Manion discussed plans for Memorial Park landscaping, noting its location
on a former brownfield site, which may impact landscaping decisions.

Director Manion highlighted volunteer efforts in removing invasive species,
particularly praising GE Aviation volunteers for their work at Cascade Recreation
Park. Member Bruneau inquired about offering discounted rentals to corporate
volunteers, leading to a discussion about launching an "Adopt a Park" program
possibly in the future.

The success of native plantings in various parks was emphasized, with Director
Manion noting the survival of species like American chestnut and the thriving
elderberry plants.

Director Manion explained improvements at Friendship Park, including plans for a
new sign with a green roof and enhancements to the library's accessibility and
aesthetics. These plans will be unveiled at the Independence Day dedication.

Updates were provided on various park projects, including Tassell Park bathrooms
and Wycliffe Trailhead Park improvements. Director Manion also introduced Nick
Govan the new administrative assistant and mentioned the implementation of
DaySmart, the new reservation software.

ARTICLE 7. Old Business
a) Park Rules Discussion

Director Manion presented a draft parks ordinance consolidating rules for different
parks. Member Bruneau expressed concerns about excessive regulation, providing
examples of rules that seemed overly restrictive, such as the specific prohibition on
golf. Director Manion explained the intent behind specific rules, such as the golf ball
prohibition being focused on safety concerns during crowded events.

Chair Reese suggested reorganizing certain prohibitions for better clarity. Vice Chair
Boekestein suggested adding language about permits for restricted activities.
Member Kaiser shared a personal example of witnessing potentially dangerous



activities in parks to illustrate the need for specific prohibitions. Members discussed
the need for balance between allowing enjoyment and avoiding infringement on

others' experiences. Supervisor Lesperance acknowledged the challenge in crafting
rules that strike this balance and suggested striving for a reasonable middle ground.

ARTICLE 8. New Business

a) Cascade Recreation Park Pickleball Etiquette

Member Bruneau suggested implementing a "paddle rack" system and
inquired about the reservation system. Director Manion noted privacy
considerations in the software. Grounds Supervisor Ryan mentioned on-site
posting of reservations. The committee discussed reviewing court rental
fees.

b) Capital Improvement Plan

Director Manion presented a draft 5-year plan, requesting feedback. Member
Bruneau inquired about the process for identifying improvements and asked
about specific projects like resurfacing pickleball and tennis courts. Chair
Reese emphasized the urgency of finalizing 2025 items and mentioned that
the master planning process would clarify the full scope of desired
improvements.

Vice Chair Boekestein stressed the importance of detailed plans for grant
applications. Director Manion clarified that the presented figures were
placeholders and that total costs might exceed initial estimates. Supervisor
Lesperance brought up a minor capital improvement need for replacing a
door at the old township hall building. The committee agreed to review
proposed items individually and provide feedback, particularly for 2025
needs.

ARTICLE 9. Other Business
No other Business

ARTICLE 10. Adjournment



Vice Chair Boekestein motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:40am, seconded by
Member Bruneau.

Motion carried unanimously.



Parks and Recreation Director’s Report

July 2024
Outreach/Partnerships

e Kent Garden Club continues to host workdays to clean up the landscaping at Memorial Park.
e Kent Conservation District has begun their woody invasive species treatments at Burton Park.

Volunteer Program

e This quarter 16 volunteers have worked 134 hours.

® Jeanine Heibel, Volunteer Coordinator, has volunteered an additional 128 hours
® There have been 16 two-hour workdays

® 8,820 pounds of garlic mustard and 800 pounds of dames rocket were pulled

Committees

e Nonnative aquatic invasive plant treatments and aquatic nuisance plant harvesting were
delayed due to weather.



Park Updates

e Burton Park
- Parking lot plans will be discussed at the July Parks Committee meeting.

e Cascade Park
- Staff ordered the paddle racks for the pickleball courts. Once the rules sign arrives, it
will be installed at the park.
- Dueto several conflicts and the introduction of the new paddle racks, staff took the
pickleball courts off the reservation software.
- Staff are meeting with AYSO and RapidsFC to create a plan for the 2024 season to
determine how to work with the dilapidated fields until they are repaired.

e McGraw Park
- No updates at this time.

e Memorial Park
- Preparation for the rejuvenation of the landscape beds, such as removal of cement,
will happen soon.

e Friendship Park

- Although a few small details were incomplete due to inclement weather that occurred
during the previous 2 weeks, the dedication was a big success. Over 100 people
attended.

- Independence Day activities were also successful with an estimated 4-5,000 people in
attendance. Numerous people visited the native plant, honeybee and the Cascade
Recreation Park master plan stations.

- Afew minor details are still being finished.

- Guidelines for reservation of the pavilion will be developed for 2025.




e Peace Park
- Despite the heat, volunteers have worked to clear multiflora rose and other woody
invasives from the park.

e Tassell Park
- Volunteers supplemented the landscaping with more native species.

e Wycliffe Trailhead Park
- No update at this time.

Other

o Staffis still working on updating park rules with the feedback from Committee members. Once
complete, staff will send the draft to the Township’s legal counsel.
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3 ROS-C

PLANT LIST
QTY. SYMBOL COMMON NAME BOTANICAL NAME CHARACTER SIZE DRAWN
Ornamental Trees
1 COR-K Kousa Dogwood Cornus kousa Single Stem 5' Dia
Perennials

AST-R Japanese Astilbe Astilbe 'Red Sentinel" 1' Dia
10 DIA-F Pinks Dianthus 'Fruit Punch* 1' Dia
5 ECH-P Purple Cone Flower i purpurea 1'Dia
12 HEL-H False Sunflower Heliopsis helianthoides 'Sunstruck' 1.5' Dia
8 HEU-G Coral Bells Heuchera 'Grande Amethyst' 1.5' Dia

30 (7 Bulbs Per) HYA-O Dutch Hyancinth Hyacinthus orientalis 'Pink Pearl' 7 Bulbs per 1' Dia
6 HYD-M Pink 'N Pretty® Hydrangea Hydrangea macrophylla 'Monink' .5' Dia
5 KNI-U Red Hot Poker Kniphofia uvaria .5'Dla
12 LEU-S Shasta Daisy L x superbum .5' Dia
21 NEP-P Cat's Pajamas Catmint Nepeta 'Cat's Pajamas’ .5' Dia
9 PAE-L Peony Paeonia lactiflora 2.5' Dia
12 PER-A Russian Sage 'Little Spire' Perovskia antriplicifolia 'Little Spire 1.5' Dia
17 PET-S Petunia Supertunia Vista® Paradise Petunia 'Supertunia Vista® Paradise’ 1.5' Dia
6 ROS-A Prairie Rose Rosa arkansana 1'Dia
14 RUD-T Brown-Eyed Susan Rudbeckia triloba 1'Dia
18 SAL-V Mix of Red, White, & Blue Salvia Salvia iar i yoide: 1'Dia
6 SED-A Stonecrop Sedum 'Autumn Fire' 1.5' Dia
5 SED-R Angelina Sedum Sedum rupestre 'Angelina’ 1.5' Dia
Evergreen Trees
4 JUN-S Moonglow Juniper Juniperus scopulorum 'Moonglow' Single Stem 4' Dia
Shrubs

18 BUX-S Dwarf English Boxwood Buxus sempervirens 'Suffruticosa’ ' Dia
1 CAL-F Carolina-allspice Calycanthus floridus ' Dia
2 HIB-S Common Hibiscus Hibiscus syriacus ' Dia
10 AZA-G Girard's Scarlet Azalea Azalea 'Girards Scarlet' ' Dia
6 ROS-C Carolina Rose Rosa carolina 2.5' Dia




FLAGPOLE

MEMORIAL ROCK
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PLANT LIST
QTY. SYMBOL COMMON NAME BOTANICAL NAME CHARACTER SIZE DRAWN
Ornamental Trees
1 COR-K Kousa Dogwood Cornus kousa Single Stem 5' Dia
Perennials
7 AST-R Japanese Astilbe Astilbe 'Red Sentinel' 1'Dia
10 DIA-F Pinks Dianthus 'Fruit Punch* 1' Dia
5 ECH-P Purple Cone Flower i purpurea 1'Dia
12 HEL-H False Sunflower Heliopsis helianthoides 'Sunstruck' 1.5' Dia
8 HEU-G Coral Bells Heuchera 'Grande Amethyst' 1.5' Dia
30 (7 Bulbs Per) HYA-O Dutch Hyancinth Hyacinthus orientalis 'Pink Pearl' 7 Bulbs per 1' Dia
6 HYD-M Pink 'N Pretty® Hydrangea Hydrangea macrophylla 'Monink' .5' Dia
5 KNI-U Red Hot Poker Kniphofia uvaria .5'Dla
12 LEU-S Shasta Daisy L x superbum .5' Dia
21 NEP-P Cat's Pajamas Catmint Nepeta 'Cat's Pajamas’ .5' Dia
9 PAE-L Peony Paeonia lactiflora 2.5' Dia
12 PER-A Russian Sage 'Little Spire' Perovskia antriplicifolia 'Little Spire 1.5' Dia
17 PET-S Petunia ia Vista® Paradise Petunia 'Supertunia Vista® Paradise’ 1.5' Dia
6 ROS-A Prairie Rose Rosa arkansana 1'Dia
14 RUD-T Brown-Eyed Susan Rudbeckia triloba 1'Dia
18 SAL-V Mix of Red, White, & Blue Salvia Salvia iar i yoide: 1'Dia
6 SED-A Stonecrop Sedum 'Autumn Fire' 1.5' Dia
5 SED-R Angelina Sedum Sedum rupestre 'Angelina’ 1.5' Dia
Evergreen Trees
4 JUN-S Moonglow Juniper Juniperus scopulorum 'Moonglow' Single Stem 4' Dia
Shrubs
18 BUX-S Dwarf English Boxwood Buxus sempervirens 'Suffruticosa’ ' Dia
1 CAL-F Carolina-allspice Calycanthus floridus ' Dia
2 HIB-S Common Hibiscus Hibiscus syriacus ' Dia
10 AZA-G Girard's Scarlet Azalea Azalea 'Girards Scarlet' ' Dia
6 ROS-C Carolina Rose Rosa carolina 2.5' Dia
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PLANT LIST
QTY. SYMBOL COMMON NAME BOTANICAL NAME CHARACTER SIZE DRAWN
Ornamental Trees
1 COR-K Kousa Dogwood Cornus kousa Single Stem 5' Dia
Perennials

AST-R Japanese Astilbe Astilbe 'Red Sentinel" 1' Dia
10 DIA-F Pinks Dianthus 'Fruit Punch* 1' Dia
5 ECH-P Purple Cone Flower i purpurea 1'Dia
12 HEL-H False Sunflower Heliopsis helianthoides 'Sunstruck’ 1.5' Dia
8 HEU-G Coral Bells Heuchera 'Grande Amethyst' 1.5' Dia

30 (7 Bulbs Per) HYA-O Dutch Hyancinth Hyacinthus orientalis 'Pink Pearl' 7 Bulbs per 1' Dia
6 HYD-M Pink 'N Pretty® Hydrangea Hydrangea macrophylla 'Monink' .5' Dia
5 KNI-U Red Hot Poker Kniphofia uvaria .5'Dla
12 LEU-S Shasta Daisy L x superbum .5' Dia
21 NEP-P Cat's Pajamas Catmint Nepeta 'Cat's Pajamas’ .5' Dia
9 PAE-L Peony Paeonia lactiflora 2.5' Dia
12 PER-A Russian Sage 'Little Spire' Perovskia antriplicifolia 'Little Spire 1.5' Dia
17 PET-S Petunia Supertunia Vista® Paradise Petunia 'Supertunia Vista® Paradise’ 1.5' Dia
6 ROS-A Prairie Rose Rosa arkansana 1'Dia
14 RUD-T Brown-Eyed Susan Rudbeckia triloba 1'Dia
18 SAL-V Mix of Red, White, & Blue Salvia Salvia iar i yoide: 1'Dia
6 SED-A Stonecrop Sedum 'Autumn Fire' 1.5' Dia
5 SED-R Angelina Sedum Sedum rupestre 'Angelina’ 1.5' Dia
Evergreen Trees
4 JUN-S Moonglow Juniper Juniperus scopulorum ‘Moonglow' Single Stem 4' Dia
Shrubs

18 BUX-S Dwarf English Boxwood Buxus sempervirens 'Suffruticosa’ ' Dia
1 CAL-F Carolina-allspice Calycanthus floridus ' Dia
2 HIB-S Common Hibiscus Hibiscus syriacus ' Dia
10 AZA-G Girard's Scarlet Azalea Azalea 'Girards Scarlet' ' Dia
6 ROS-C Carolina Rose Rosa carolina 2.5' Dia
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PLANT LIST
QTY. SYMBOL COMMON NAME BOTANICAL NAME CHARACTER SIZE DRAWN
Ornamental Trees
1 COR-K Kousa Dogwood Cornus kousa Single Stem 5' Dia
Perennials

AST-R Japanese Astilbe Astilbe 'Red Sentinel" 1' Dia
10 DIA-F Pinks Dianthus 'Fruit Punch* 1' Dia
5 ECH-P Purple Cone Flower i purpurea 1'Dia
12 HEL-H False Sunflower Heliopsis helianthoides 'Sunstruck’ 1.5' Dia
8 HEU-G Coral Bells Heuchera 'Grande Amethyst' 1.5' Dia

30 (7 Bulbs Per) HYA-O Dutch Hyancinth Hyacinthus orientalis 'Pink Pearl' 7 Bulbs per 1' Dia
6 HYD-M Pink 'N Pretty® Hydrangea Hydrangea macrophylla ‘"Monink" .5' Dia
5 KNI-U Red Hot Poker Kniphofia uvaria .5'Dla
12 LEU-S Shasta Daisy L x superbum .5' Dia
21 NEP-P Cat's Pajamas Catmint Nepeta 'Cat's Pajamas’ .5' Dia
9 PAE-L Peony Paeonia lactiflora 2.5' Dia
12 PER-A Russian Sage 'Little Spire' Perovskia antriplicifolia 'Little Spire 1.5' Dia
17 PET-S Petunia Supertunia Vista® Paradise Petunia 'Supertunia Vista® Paradise’ 1.5' Dia
6 ROS-A Prairie Rose Rosa arkansana 1'Dia
14 RUD-T Brown-Eyed Susan Rudbeckia triloba 1'Dia
18 SAL-V Mix of Red, White, & Blue Salvia Salvia iar i yoide: 1'Dia
6 SED-A Stonecrop Sedum 'Autumn Fire' 1.5' Dia
5 SED-R Angelina Sedum Sedum rupestre 'Angelina’ 1.5' Dia
Evergreen Trees
4 JUN-S Moonglow Juniper Juniperus scopulorum ‘Moonglow' Single Stem 4' Dia
Shrubs

18 BUX-S Dwarf English Boxwood Buxus sempervirens 'Suffruticosa’ ' Dia
1 CAL-F Carolina-allspice Calycanthus floridus ' Dia
2 HIB-S Common Hibiscus Hibiscus syriacus ' Dia
10 AZA-G Girard's Scarlet Azalea Azalea 'Girards Scarlet' ' Dia
6 ROS-C Carolina Rose Rosa carolina 2.5' Dia
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QTY. SYMBOL COMMON NAME BOTANICAL NAME CHARACTER SIZE DRAWN
RELOCATED HOSTAS Ornamental Trees
1 COR-K Kousa Dogwood Cornus kousa Single Stem 5' Dia
Perennials
AST-R Japanese Astilbe Astilbe 'Red Sentinel' 1' Dia
10 DIA-F Pinks Dianthus "Fruit Punch' 1'Dia
5 ECH-P Purple Cone Flower purpurea 1' Dia
12 HEL-H False Sunflower Heliopsis helianthoides 1.5' Dia
8 HEU-G Coral Bells Heuchera 'Grande Amethyst' 1.5' Dia
30 (7 Bulbs Per) HYA-O Dutch Hyancinth Hyacinthus orientalis 'Pink Pearl' 7 Bulbs per 1' Dia
DECORATIVE HAND 6 HYD-M Pink ‘N Pretty® Hydrangea Hydrangea macrophylla "Monink’ 2.5'Dia
WATER PUMP 5 KNI-U Red Hot Poker Kniphofia uvaria 1.5'Dla
12 LEU-S Shasta Daisy Leucanthemum x 1.5' Dia
21 NEP-P Cat's Pajamas Catmint Nepeta 'Cat's Pajamas’ 1.5' Dia
9 PAE-L Peony Paeonia lactiflora 2.5'Dia
5 ECH-P 12 PER-A Russian Sage 'Little Spire' ia antripli ia 'Little Spire’ 1.5' Dia
17 PET-S Petunia Supertunia Vista® Paradise Petunia 'Supertunia Vista® Paradise' 1.5' Dia
6 ROS-A Prairie Rose Rosa arkansana 1' Dia
14 RUD-T Brown-Eyed Susan Rudbeckia triloba 1' Dia
18 SAL-V Mix of Red, White, & Blue Salvia Salvia coccinea/Salvia nemorosa/Salvia chamaedryoides 1' Dia
6 SED-A Stonecrop Sedum "Autumn Fire' 1.5' Dia
5 SED-R Angelina Sedum Sedum rupestre 'Angelina’ 1.5' Dia
5 PET-S
Evergreen Trees
4 JUN-S Moonglow Juniper Juniperus scopulorum 'Moonglow Single Stem 4' Dia
Shrubs
18 BUX-S Dwarf English Boxwood Buxus sempervirens 'Suffruticosa’ ' Dia
1 CAL-F Carolina-allspice Calycanthus floridus ' Dia
2 HIB-S Common Hibiscus Hibiscus syriacus ' Dia
10 AZA-G Girard's Scarlet Azalea Azalea 'Girards Scarlet' ' Dia
ROsS-C Carolina Rose Rosa carolina 2.5' Dia I I I
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MAINTENANCE BUILDING 1.67

LANDSCAPING 1.5

Turn existing storm water detention areas into rain gardens by planting with
native plants and adding signage to make them into green infrastructure
demonstrations sites. 2

Trees(shady) more shade near the playground.

An all-encompassing pollinator garden ringing the park as well as
connecting areas to the interior thooughout the frisbee golf area.

Improvement, integration, and access to wetland and natural area on south
side of park.

DOG PARK - no votes

Adding a few solar-powered spotlights attached to the trees in the large dog

side would help a lot. The light would only need enough power to last an

hour ot two each night, so solar powered/battery lights would do the trick,

so no need for hard wiring. 3

Add some trees, even if on outside of fence for a little shade.

More parking spots by dog park(we can never get a spot there!)

Move the fence separating the large and small dog areas to create more
room for the large dogs.

Check with Madison regarding aggressive dog behavior problems and
solution.

Create winding path along the inside of the dog park. (Keeps people moving
around so it's not a mob around the entrance. Holland dog park has
something.) 1

More seating in the dog park and more shade there as well.

FIRST CHOICE

SECOND CHOICE
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Strategic consideration of 'highest/best use' for currently designated
baseball diamonds/soccer field.

COURTS/DISC GOLF/FRISBEE COURSE- 2.5

Revision of disc golf course(l have access to expert willing to volunteer.)

3 2 7 1.4
Create multiple use interests, throughout the frisbee park.
1 1 5 2.5
Wind screens for tennis courts. (Like Hudsonville.)
3 9 3

rialic riauve 1ruiL uced LIIIUUEIIUUL LT 11IDVELC dltd LU lILIcade Luic
diffictulty of the course(currently it is all grass, and I've seen many frisbee

parks that are much more interesting because of obstacles placed between , 1 . 15
halan *

INFRASTRUCTURE- 2.3

Improve drainage, integrating green infrastructure.

Pathway access from Thornapple River Drive (connect new pathway to

existing Thornhills sidewalks.) 1 5 ; 5333333333



Add City Water, apparently necessary waterlines are getting close but not
yet.

Replace deteriorating Park pathways.

As parking/road changes are made, consider green rather than gray
infrastructure for stormwater management

OTHER such as Security- no votes

Strategies for lighting and security cameras.

Expand the playground with more unique play features and/or add splash
pad.

Review rental capacity/usage.

Multiple use interests, create other, low-cost improvement that will
improve the visual aspects of this park...even some shallow water features?
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