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AMENDED AGENDA 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, April 12, 2023 

7:00 P.M. 

Wisner Center 

2870 Jacksmith Drive SE, Grand Rapids 49546 

 

Public may access the meeting via video conference software Zoom 

   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81664603678 

 

Meeting ID: 816 6460 3678 

By Phone: 1 312 626 6799 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article 1. Call to Order, Roll Call 

 

Article 2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 

 

Article 3. Approval of Agenda 

 

Article 4. Presentations 

a. Presentation from Dr. Keys on Burton Park Deer Study 

  

Article 5. Public Comments - Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a public 

hearing. (Limit comments to 3 minutes)  

  

Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 

  a. Receive and File Minutes 

                                       1. Township Board Meeting – 3/22/23 & 3/28/23 

   2. Planning Commission – 1/9/23 & 2/6/23 

  b. Receive and File Reports 

1. Treasurer’s Department – February 2023 

2. Building Department – March 2023 

3. Planning Department Annual Report – 2022  

  c. Receive and File Education Requests 

                                       1.  

  d. Receive and File Communication  

1.  

 

Article 7. Financial Actions 

a.  

Expected Meeting Procedures 

 
1.     During public comments you may speak on any item 

        not noted on the agenda for a public hearing.       

2.     Please limit comments to 3 minutes per person and  

        the Board may or may not choose to respond. 

3.     Please limit your comments to a specific issue. 

4.     Please turn OFF cellular phones. 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81664603678
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Article 8.          Unfinished Business 

                                                    

Article 9. New Business  

   

030-2023    Consider Resolution to Distribute Draft Amended Master Plan 

and to Assert Township Board’s Right to Adopt Master Plan 

(Roll Call) 

 

031-2023    a.) Public Hearing – Snow Avenue Reconstruction Project 

  

 b.) Consider Snow Avenue Reconstruction Project 

 

032-2023    Consider 2023 Local Street Work Orders 

 

033-2023    Cascade Township Liquor License Ordinance 

 

034-2023    Cascade Township Fire Alarm Ordinance 

 

035-2023    Consider Entering Purchase Agreement for Fire Engine  

 

036-2023    Consider Appointment of Parks and Recreation Director 

 

Article 10. Discussion 

1.  

 

Article 11.  Public Comments – Any comments...whether it is on the agenda or not. 

(Limit comments to 3 minutes) 

 

Article 12. Manager Comments 

 

Article 13. Board Member Comments  

 

Article 14. Adjournment 



 

Deer Populations through 
Burton Park  
a report for Cascade Township 
  

  

Robert Keys, Ph.D. 
Jabob Beke 
Nhan Phan 
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Summary 

Burton Park 
 
Burton Park in Cascade Township, 
Kent County, Michigan is a 
biologically diverse natural area 
encompassing approximately 80 
acres between Cascade Road and 
Thornapple River Ave. 
 
The park has natural communities of 
oak forest and semi-open meadow 
areas which are transitioning to old 
field habitat. The mature forest areas 
tend to have open understory with 
little herbaceous growth. 
 
The park itself is a part of a much 
larger forest complex which stretches 
throughout the township and into 
neighboring townships. 
 
Because of this forest canopy 
complex, Burton Park is part of a 
network system through which deer 
travel on a regular basis and creates a 
core area in which breeding and 
raising of young may be occurring.  
 
Populations of deer within this park 
change continuously as they move 
through the forest, wetland and 
exurban matrix found in this part of 
Kent County. 
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RESEARCH OBJECTIVE AND METHODS 
 

 
As Cascade Township begins to understand the role white-tailed deer play 
within Burton Park, they approached Cornerstone University and Dr. Rob 
Keys to complete an analysis of the potential deer population moving 
through the park. 
 
When we began this project, we were very intentional in helping Cascade 
Township officials understand that this project cannot estimate the number 
of deer living in the park but can only give an estimate of deer making use 
of the park, most of which are traveling through the park along the many 
corridors in the woodland matrix making up the area around the park. 
 
To build an understanding of the deer population making use of the park, 
we employed a mark-recapture methodology using infrared triggered 
game cameras. These studies are generally conducted during the fall and 
early winter months when deer nurturing territories begin to collapse and 
deer begin to go into their breeding (rut) season. 
 
For the size of the property, we employed three cameras and placed them 
in random locations throughout the park as determined by a gridding 
system overlayed on the park. At each location we located a well-used deer 
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trail and positioned the camera in the best location to capture deer 
movement along that trail. 
 
Cameras were placed in the park from 1 September to 31 December 2022. 
During this period, we identified three 2-week periods in which camera 
images were used to calculate deer numbers. Each 2-week period 
corresponded to one of three deer activities: pre-rut, rut and post-rut. 
 
After each 2-week image capture period we collected the digital camera 
images and examined them for unique male deer with antlers (bucks). 
Using antler configurations and other characteristics we were able to 
determine each unique buck. We compared the images captured from each 
of the 2-week periods and determined which bucks were moving through 
the park during the indicated time period and which bucks were re-
captured in images in the second and third time periods. The bucks 
captured in images and re-captured in images are shown in Table 1. 
 
Table 1. Unique and re-captured bucks appearing in images from three 2-
week capture periods in Burton Park, Cascade Township, Kent County, 
Michigan, USA; 1 September to 31 December 2022. 

Time Period Unique 
Bucks 

Re-captured 
Bucks from 
Pre-rut 

Re-captured 
Bucks from 
Post-rut 

Pre-rut 5   
Rut 8 3  
Post-Rut 5 4 5 

 
We used an analysis technique called the Lincoln-Petersen Index to analyze 
this data. This index uses the number of captured individuals from one 
time period and compares it with the number of captured individuals from 
another time period. We then compare the images to find the number of 
individuals which appear in both time periods. 
 
Analysis showed the potential bucks in the population for each time 
comparison: 

Pre-rut/Rut 13 
Pre-rut/Post-rut   7 
Rut/Post-rut   9 
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We then took these numbers and calculated potential deer population 
numbers of deer moving through the park for each comparison based on 
buck:doe ratios. The scientific literature for Michigan generally indicates a 
ratio of 3-5 does for each buck in a population (Table 2). This allows us to 
determine an average number of deer moving through the park. 
 
Table 2. Total potential deer population moving through Burton Park, 
Cascade Township, Kent County, Michigan, USA; 1 September to 31 
December 2022. 

Time Period Bucks Total (low) Total (high) 
Pre-rut:Rut 13 40 66 
Pre-rut:Post-rut 7 21 35 
Rut:Post-rut 9 27 44 
Average  29 48 
Population 39 (+/- 10) 

 
It is important to again note that this population number is not a static 
number of deer within the park. Burton Park is a point in a much larger 
matrix in which deer move freely throughout Cascade Township and 
beyond its borders. To understand this more fully, we have illustrated the 
matrix of which Burton Park is a small portion in Fig. 1.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1. Forest-wetland matrix around Burton Park (denoted with symbol on map), 
Cascade Township, Kent County, Michigan, USA (NLCD data, 2021). 
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In Michigan, wildlife biologists have moved from a set number of deer per 
area to a more wholistic look at sites to determine the number of deer a site 
can support. Wildlife biologists look at the natural communities and the 
food availability of an area to determine what constitutes a healthy white-
tailed deer population. Due to the nature of deer movements, this is 
complex and varies from place to place. For example, at the University of 
Michigan-Dearborn Environmental Study Area, it was determined that a 
healthy population was in the range of 5-10 deer for their 300-acre natural 
area. Every natural area has unique properties which help determine what 
constitutes a healthy population. 
 
Management of deer populations within the Burton Park matrix is complex 
due to the exurban nature of the site and the multiple corridors leading 
into and out of the park. Careful consideration will be needed in choosing a 
form of management which will meet the goals of the Township and its 
citizens. We have supplied the management plans used at three other areas 
to help give a perspective of the variations used in management of deer 
populations in public park settings. 
 
Respectfully submitted: Robert Keys, Ph.D., April 4, 2023 
 
Deer Management at Other Areas: 
 
University of Michigan Deer Management Page: 
https://umdearborn.edu/external-relations/key-issues/deer-management 
 
Huron-Clinton Metroparks Deer Management Plan: 
https://wc4eb.files.wordpress.com/2023/02/metroparks_2022-2026-deer-
management-plan_final.pdf 
 
Cleveland Metroparks Deer Management Page 
https://www.clevelandmetroparks.com/about/conservation/current-
issues/deer-management-1 
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MINUTES OF THE 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
Wednesday, March 22, 2023 

Wisner Center 

2870 Jacksmith Dr SE 

Grand Rapids, MI  49546 

And Virtual Zoom Meeting 

7:00 P.M.        

HYBRID FORMAT                                     

                                                                                                                                                             
Article 1. Supervisor Lesperance called the meeting to order. 

Present:  Supervisor Lesperance, Clerk Slater, Trustees McDonald, Shipley and 

Noordhoek 

Absent: Trustee Koessel (excused) 

Also Present: Township Manager Swayze, Attorney Doug VanEssen, Administrative 

Assistant Stine, and those listed in the Supplement 

 

Article 2. Supervisor Lesperance led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Article 3. Approval of Agenda 

Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee McDonald to approve.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Article 4. Presentations  

1. Introduction and Update from Representative Phil Skaggs   

Representative Phil Skaggs will be introduced at a later meeting. 

 

Article 5. Public Comments-Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a public hearing. 

(limit comments to 3 minutes)  

1. Brian Holcomb-3415 Glenstone Ct-Requested update on Treasurer appointment 

process.  Supervisor Lesperance responded.  Asked for an update on the Egypt Creek 

Landscaping issue.  Manager Swayze responded. 

 

Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 

  a.     Receive and File Minutes 

        1. Township Board Meeting – 3/1/23 & 3/8/23  

  b.     Receive and File Reports                                                                   

          1. Treasurer’s Report – 2022 Tax Collection Report 

          2. Treasurer’s Report – January 2023 

                                  3. Building Department-Inspection Services – 2022 Annual Report 

                                  4. Fire Department Annual Report - 2022 

  c.     Receive and File Education Requests 

1. Krissi Brott-MAMC Summer Conference-Detroit, MI-June 12-16, 2023 

  d.     Receive and File Communication  

 None 

Motion by Clerk Slater, seconded by Trustee Shipley to approve the Consent Agenda.   

Motion carried unanimously. 
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Article 7. Financial Actions                                                                                 
a. Consider Approval of December 2022 Preliminary Financial Statements 

b. Consider Approval of December 2022 Payables, Payroll, and Transfers 

c. Consider Approval of January 2023 Payables, Payroll, and Transfers 

d. Consider Approval of February 2023 Payables, Payroll, and Transfers 

Motion by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee Shipley to approve.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Article 8.          Unfinished Business 

                           

                          023-2023    Consider Request from Lessee to Assign Lease of 6896 Cascade Road 

Motion by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee Noordhoek to remove the item from 

the table.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee Noordhoek to remove item from 

agenda.  Motion carried unanimously. 

                      

Article 9.          New Business 

 

027-2023    Consider Amendments to the Cascade Township Water Utility Service 

District Map 

No action taken. 

 

028-2023    Consider the 2023-2024 Library Refresh Project 

Motion by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Clerk Slater to approve.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

029-2023    Consider Participating in the 2nd Round of the National Opioid 

Settlement 

Motion by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee Shipley to approve.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Article 10.        Closed Session 

  

 Pursuant to MCL 15.268 (h) – To consider material exempt from discussion or 

disclosure by state or federal statute. 

 

 Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee McDonald to adjourn to Closed Session.  

Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote.  Adjourned to Closed Session at 7:34 pm. 

 

 Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Clerk Slater to resume Open Session.  Motion 

carried unanimously.  Open session resumed at 7:58 pm. 

 

 Attorney VanEssen discussed the tentative PFAS settlement with the Gerald R. Ford 

International Airport.  The Board’s agreement is contingent upon General Counsel review 

and Airport Board approval.   

 

 Motion by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee Shipley to approve the settlement 

agreement as outlined by Special Counsel and direct the necessary elected officials to 
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sign conditioned upon the Airport’s signature of same and approval of the language and 

terms by General Counsel of the Township.  Motion carried unanimously. 

  

Article 11. Discussion 

1. Treasurer Appointment Process - The Board reviewed the applicants’ resumes and 

chose three candidates for Treasurer appointee: Windy Korstange, Stacey Hale, and 

Peggy Murphy.  The Board directed Manager Swayze to schedule candidates and the 

Board will make the final decision at the April 12, 2023 Board meeting, or sooner. 

 

2. 2023 Local Road Work Program – Manager Swayze provided an overview map of 

places he and Engineer Thorne identified that will need work, as well as cost estimates 

from the Road Commission.  Any project in this program is funded 50 percent by the 

Road Commission, and the rest of the cost is covered by the Township.  Decisions will be 

made at the April 12, 2023 Board meeting.  The Board directed Manager Swayze to 

begin submitting documents to repair roads on Buttrick and Abbeydale. 

 

Article 12. Public Comments 

1. Ken Van Der Kolk-7200 Leyton-Re Egypt Creek Landscaping:  When will there be a 

resolution? 

2. Walter Bujak-6639 Thornapple River Dr-Kent County Commissioner District 21 

commended the Board.  Well done on the PFAS settlement agreement.  He hopes the 

Township can take advantage of ARPA funds. 

3. Matt Buckhold-5776 Snow Ave-Re Snow Ave paving:  Emphasized to the Board this 

project is important. 

4. Rob Dewey-5805 Snow Ave-Re Snow Ave paving:  Voiced support for the project.  

Thanked Manager Swayze for meeting with the residents on Snow Avenue; main 

motivation is bus safety.   

5. Rod Schultz-2562 Orange Ct (Recently moved here from California)-Cascade 

Library is the best he’s ever seen.   

6. Scot Van Solkema-2570 Orange Ct-Hopes whomever is appointed to Treasurer is 

qualified, as those entrusted with public funds have a very important job.  The 

International Beverage light is flickering like a strobe. 

 

Article 13. Manager Comments 

1. Hope Network secured funding for the rest of the year for bus riders.  CBDG COVID 

funding is providing funding for March through June. 

2. Re Deer Study:  Dr. Keys will present to the Board in April. 

3. An offer was made for the Parks & Recreation Director.  Received a lot of interest for 

the Communications Specialist position, and the Economic Development Director 

position has been posted.  Fire Marshall Poolman will retire at the end of April 2023. 

 

Article 14. Board Member Comments 

1. Trustee Shipley-Thanked those in attendance for coming to the meeting. 

2. Trustee Noordhoek-Would like to have a public meeting re cones for water project. 

 

Article 15. Adjournment   

Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Clerk Slater to adjourn.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

                          Meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm.    
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Krissi Brott 

Deputy Clerk     
 

Approved by: 
 

________________________________ 

Grace Lesperance, Supervisor 
 

 
 

     _________________________________ 

     Susan B. Slater, Clerk 
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MINUTES OF THE 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 

Tuesday, March 28, 2023 
Wisner Center 

2870 Jacksmith Dr SE 

Grand Rapids, MI  49546 

And Virtual Zoom Meeting 

12:00 P.M.        

HYBRID FORMAT                                     

                                                                                                                                                             
Article 1. Supervisor Lesperance called the meeting to order. 

Present:  Supervisor Lesperance, Clerk Slater, Trustees Koessel, Noordhoek, and Shipley. 

Absent: Trustee McDonald (excused) 

Also Present: Township Manager Swayze, Deputy Clerk Brott, and those listed in the 

Supplement. 

 

Article 2. Supervisor Lesperance led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Article 3. Approval of Agenda 

  Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Clerk Slater to approve.  Motion carried  

  unanimously. 

 

Article 4. Conduct Interviews for and possibly fill the vacant Treasurer Position 

   

  12:00 – Peggy Murphy 

  12:30 – Stacey Hale 

   1:00 – Windy Korstange 

 

Article 5. Public Comments 

1. Don Faasse-7374 Grachen-Are any Board members personal friends with any of the 

candidates?  Board members responded. 

2. Gordon Getchow-3406 Goodwood-Has municipal banking background and is 

passionate about the river.  To take the Township through future years, someone who 

is very qualified in finance is needed. 

3. Joe Engel via Zoom-The Treasurer is more than a figurehead.  A qualified 

professional is needed. 

4. Scot VanSolkema-2570 Orange Ct-Whomever is chosen needs to look at history and 

past events. 

 

Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Supervisor Lesperance to accept Windy 

Korstange as the new Treasurer.  Motion carried 3-2 by roll call vote.  In favor-Trustees 

Noordhoek and Shipley, and Supervisor Lesperance.  Opposed-Trustee Koessel and 

Clerk Slater. 

 

Article 6. Adjournment 

Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee Noordhoek to adjourn.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

                          Meeting adjourned at 1:39 pm.    
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Krissi Brott 

Deputy Clerk     
Approved by: 

________________________________ 

Grace Lesperance, Supervisor 
 

 
 

 

     _________________________________ 

     Susan B. Slater, Clerk 
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Minutes 
Cascade Charter Township 

Planning Commission 
Monday, January 9, 2022 

7:00 P.M. 
2870 Jacksmith Ave SE 

 

ARTICLE 1. Chair Noordyke called the meeting to order at 7:12 P.M. 

 Members Present: Noordhoek, Rissi, Moxley, Noordyke, Richardson, Korstange, Engel, 

Bruneau, Rowland 

 Members Absent: None 

 Others Present: Planning Director Brian Hilbrands and those listed on the sign-in sheet.  

ARTICLE 2. Pledge of Allegiance 

ARTICLE 3. Approve the current Agenda 

Chair Noordyke explained that the Capital Improvement Plan, Article 8 of the agenda, 

was not yet complete and Manager Swayze will present it at a future meeting.   

Motion was made by Member Rissi to approve the current agenda with the removal 

of Article 8. Supported by Member Moxley. Motion carried 9 to 0.  

Chair Noordyke introduced the two new members of the Planning Commission, Ryan 

Bruneau and Rob Richardson.  He thanked previous members Diedre Deering and Ben 

Rapin for their service to the Township. 

ARTICLE 4. Disclose any conflict of interest 

 There were no conflicts of interest disclosed.  

ARTICLE 5. Approve the Minutes from the December 5, 2022 Meeting 

Member Engel requested the removal of “after Patterson” in the motion at the end of 

Article 7 as it was redundant. He also suggested changing “Supported to” to “Supported 

by” in the sentence after that and pointed out that his name was incorrectly spelled as 

‘Engle’ rather than ‘Engel’ in the motion at the end of Article 8. 

Motion was made by Member Korstange to approve the December 5, 2022, Meeting 

Minutes with the three aforementioned changes. Supported by Member Moxley.  

Motion carried 9 to 0.    

ARTICLE 6. Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak 

  There were no visitors that wished to speak.  

ARTICLE 7. Case #22-2748/Cascade Charter Township 

Planning Director Hilbrands presented the amendments to the Major Street Plan as 

drafted at previous Planning Commission meetings.  This included changing the 

classification of 10 streets. 
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There was discussion, prompted by Member Bruneau, as to if Eagle Dr should be 

changed to a collector road since Tim Dougherty Dr is a similar street and its 

classification is being changed to a collector road.  Various members explained that Tim 

Dougherty Dr is being changed to a collector road because it is the road that the Kent 

County Road Commission is on and that causes large vehicles and machinery to 

frequently utilize that street.  Planning Director Hilbrands stated that they generally try 

to minimize how many dead end and cul-de-sac roads are zoned as collector roads.  

They decided to make a note that Eagle Dr may be a road to rezone as a collector road 

in the future, if heavy vehicle traffic increases on it. 

Motion was made by Member Rissi to open public hearing.  Supported by Member 

Engel.  Motion carried 9 to 0. 

Planning Director Hilbrands shared that some of the property owners on Kraft came into 

the office for more information on how the change in road classification would affect 

their property.  He explained to them that it increases the setback requirements on their 

property and likely results in their homes becoming legal-nonconforming. None of them 

provided a statement to submit for the record.   

Motion was made by Member Moxley to close public hearing.  Supported by Member 

Rissi.  Motion carried 9 to 0.   

Member Rowland suggested the Planning Commission come up with a more 

streamlined process to make these kinds of changes in the future.  Planning Director 

Hilbrands said that he doesn’t know if there’s a way to do this, but he will look into it. 

Motion was made by Member Rissi to recommend the amendments to the Major 

Street Plan, as presented, to the Township Board.  Supported by Member Noordhoek.  

Motion carried 8 to 0 with 1 abstention. 

ARTICLE 8. Cascade Charter Township Capital Improvements Plan Presentation 2023-2028 

The Capital Improvements Plan Presentation 2023-2028 was tabled for a future meeting 

as Township Manager Swayze was not yet ready to present the report. 

ARTICLE 9. Review of Master Plan 

Chair Noordyke explained that, for the Planning Commission to change the future land 

use designation for any of the land in Cascade, they would need to make a formal 

amendment to the master plan. In order to begin the process of amending the master 

plan, notices stating the intent to amend the plan must be sent out to a number of 

jurisdictions and agencies. 

This process will include the currently formed A.C. Zoning subcommittee bringing three 

potential paths that could be taken to the Planning Commission, and then the Planning 

Commission will recommend an option/s to the Township Board. The Board will choose 

which option they want the Township to pursue, and they will then ask the Planning 

Commission to create a draft of the zoning changes to submit back to the board. 
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Member Rissi asked if it would be appropriate for the Planning Commission to express 

their intention to amend the master plan that evening since the subcommittee has 

nearly completed their research and believe a change to the master plan will be 

recommended.  It was agreed that this would be appropriate timing. 

Member Korstange asked if it would be a better idea to update the whole Master Plan 

now, rather than changing a small portion.  Member Rissi asked if they should only 

change the one specific area that the A.C. Zoning subcommittee is actively looking into 

now or if they could suggest another area that they were also considering addressing.  

Chair Noordyke shared that Supervisor Lesperance requested the Planning Commission 

complete the narrow portion of the plan the subcommittee is currently working on now 

and determine if there are other areas that need updating later in the year. 

Motion was made by Member Rissi to send out the required notices stating the intent 

to amend the master plan.  Supported by Member Korstange.  Motion carried 9 to 0. 

ARTICLE 10. Election of Officers 

Motion was made by Member Korstange to nominate Member Engel as Secretary, 

Member Moxley as Vice Chair, and Member Noordyke as Chair.  Supported by 

Member Rissi.  Motion carried 9 to 0. 

Motion was made by Member Rissi to appoint Member Moxley as the Planning 

Commission’s delegate to the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) and recommend Member 

Rissi be appointed to the Village Design Review Committee.  Supported by Member 

Korstange.  Motion carried 9 to 0. 

ARTICLE 11. 2022 Planning Department Annual Report 

Planning Director Hilbrands presented the Planning Department Annual Report to the 

Planning Commission.  Members suggested a few minor edits and requested the 

meetings of subcommittees be added to the report.   

Member Korstange asked why the report didn’t include the second site plan review for 

Chick-fil-et or the PUD ordinance amendment for Patterson Ice Arena and Planning 

Director Hilbrands explained that it was because the case was started in 2021 and 

recorded with the 2021 cases.  Member Korstange believed that all cases should be 

considered in whichever year/s the Planning Commission works on them. 

Member Rowland asked if there had been any complaints about Patterson Ice Arena 

since their case was approved; Planning Director Hilbrands said that he was not aware 

of any. 

Member Engel requested the attendance be fixed as it showed him missing the first few 

meetings of the year when he wasn’t appointed to the Planning Commission until April 

2022. 

ARTICLE 12. Planning Commission Bylaws 
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The Planning Commission Bylaws are included in the packet annually so that the 

members can review them.  Members asked why the Code of Conduct they spent a 

large amount of time constructing in the previous year was not included.  Planning 

Director Hilbrands said that he would look into if the Code of Conduct was ever 

approved. 

Member Moxley asked about section 2.2C that says members of the ZBA cannot vote on 

cases at the ZBA level that they have already voted on at the Planning Commission level.  

Member Rissi explained that was because the ZBA is the last stop for a case in the 

township before it precedes to legal; that is why there is an alternate appointed, to step 

in for these cases.  

Chair Noordyke pointed out that the Planning Commission needed to make sure that 

they are setting a term for sub-committees when they are created as that is required in 

the bylaws. 

ARTICLE 13. Planning Principles 

The Planning Commission Principles are included in the packet annually so that 

members can review them.  Member Bruneau asked if it would be best to add the 

Planning Principles to the Bylaws in future years.  There was continued conversation as 

to if the Code of Conduct and new bylaws were ever approved and what it would take 

to get the Planning Principles added to them. 

Member Bruneau suggested including a change memo or log in the future to denote 

portions of documents that are changed, added, and removed.  This would make it 

easier to see what changes were made when a new document is released.  Chair 

Noordyke agreed that this would be a good change in the future. 

ARTICLE 14. 2023 Calendar 

The full 2023 meeting calendar was included in the packet for member reference.  The 

only change was the meeting date members requested be changed due to MLK Day. 

ARTICLE 15. Old Business 

There wasn’t any old business to discuss.   

ARTICLE 16. Any Other Business 

Member Rissi shared that the AC District Zoning Committee started looking into 

stormwater and realized that would expand the scope of the subcommittee beyond 

their capacity.  He believed that the committee would be able to present their findings 

and options at the first meeting in February.   

Since Member Rapin is no longer on the Planning Commission and the AC Zoning 

Subcommittee has spent an extensive amount of time in deep research, the members 

didn’t believe it made sense to replace him on the subcommittee.  Member Moxley will 

take on the note taking for the remainder of the committee’s meetings.  It was 

determined that it would be prudent to reestablish the subcommittee, including the 
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term that wasn’t previously established.  Members Rissi, Noordyke, and Korstange 

explained the purpose and history of the AC Zoning Subcommittee, with additional 

comments from other members, to the new members. 

Motion was made by Member Engel to set the term of the AC Zoning Committee to 

one year with Members Korstange, Rissi, and Moxley as it’s members.  Supported by 

Member Noordhoek.  Motion carried 9 to 0. 

Chair Noordyke said that a farmland preservation Planning Commission subcommittee 

may be starting in the coming months and members should consider if that is something 

they would like to be part of. 

Member Moxley asked if any progress had been made on 4680 Cascade Rd as the 

property was unkempt.  Planning Director Hilbrands said that Zoning Administrator 

Smith-Jacoby has been in contact with the property owner and they are in the process 

of evicting the current tenant.  Chair Noordyke requested the Township consider citing 

the property owner for not following the zoning ordinance.  Planning Director Hilbrands 

will have a conversation about additional measures that can be taken to bring the 

property into compliance if there is not a resolution by March 1st, 2023. 

ARTICLE 17. Adjournment   

Motion was made by Member Rissi to adjourn the meeting. Supported by Member 

Moxley. Motion carried 9 to 0. The meeting was adjourned at 8:32 P.M.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joe Engel, Secretary 
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Minutes 
Cascade Charter Township 

Planning Commission 
Monday, February 6, 2023 

7:00 P.M. 
2870 Jacksmith Ave SE 

 

ARTICLE 1. Chair Noordyke called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 

 Members Present: Noordhoek, Rissi, Moxley, Noordyke, Richardson, Korstange, Engel, 

Bruneau, Rowland 

 Members Absent: None 

 Others Present: Planning Director Brian Hilbrands and those listed on the sign-in sheet.  

ARTICLE 2. Pledge of Allegiance 

ARTICLE 3. Approve the current Agenda 

Motion was made by Member Moxley to approve the agenda as written. Supported 

by Member Engel. Motion carried 9 to 0.  

ARTICLE 4. Disclose any conflicts of interest 

 There were no conflicts of interest disclosed.  

ARTICLE 5. Approve the Minutes from the January 9, 2023 Meeting 

Member Engel pointed out three misspellings of ‘principle’ in Article 13.   

Member Bruneau explained that Article 9 should say that the commission was starting 

the process to send out notices stating that they will be pursuing changes to the master 

plan.   

Member Rissi requested it be noted that Article 8 was tabled to be brought to a meeting 

in the future.  Chair Noordyke asked that it also say that the reason it was tabled was 

because Township Manager Swayze was not yet ready to present the report. 

In Article 7, Member Moxley pointed out where ‘it’ needs to be removed and ‘zoning’ be 

changed to ‘classification’.   

Member Bruneau said that the vote at the end of Article 7 should say, ‘Motion carried 8 

to 0 with 1 abstention.’  Rather than ‘Motion carried 9 to 0’. 

Motion was made by Member Engel to approve the January 9, 2023 Meeting Minutes 

with the aforementioned changes. Supported by Member Rowland.  Motion carried 9 

to 0.    

ARTICLE 6. Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak 

Chad Antuma, representing Visser Development who own a property at 5111 

Thornapple Dr, and DEG Development, noted that his clients wanted to develop the 

property they own near the airport and they would be losing ‘unrealized’ profits from 
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the land if the proposed master plan changes were to take place.  He recommended 

either not revising the Master Plan or tabling the discussion and working with the land 

owners.  Member Rowland asked if the land owners and or himself were residents of 

Cascade to which he said he was not but he did not know if either of his clients were. 

Cara Jansma, 5528 Whispering Timbers, said that she lives in the Kilmer neighborhood 

and believes that rezoning the agricultural property would remove the buffer between 

the residents and the airport.  She believed the commission should have requested 

comment from her neighborhood and the other areas near the land in question.   

Jennifer Murphy, 7030 Kilmer St, said she recently heard that residents hadn’t left 

comment or shown opposition to this plan.  She didn’t believe the right residents were 

being asked and considered and said that she would much rather a restaurant or gas 

station near her house than industrial companies.  She stated they built their house nine 

years ago and there are many houses that have gone up in the area over the last few 

years.  

ARTICLE 7. Presentation by the AC Airport Commerce District Zoning Review Subcommittee 

Member Rissi, Chair of the AC Airport Commerce District Zoning Review Subcommittee 

(AC Zoning Subcommittee), presented the subcommittee’s purpose and findings. The 

subcommittee held 18 or 19 meetings, each about an hour long, where they researched 

the history and zoning of the area.  Economic Development Director Korhorn provided 

the subcommittee with a report on local industrial properties, but the conclusion was 

that it is very difficult to accurately determine the availability of industrial land for sale 

at any point in time.  The Planning Commission held a meeting on October 4, 2022 for 

property and stakeholders in the region between M6 and the airport, and none that 

attended the meeting were opposed to the area being rezoned to industrial.  The 

portion of airport property that is directly around the airport is already zoned for 

industrial, hotels, and other establishments.  

The committee developed three options on how to approach the topic.  The first was to 

not change anything and allow the area to progress as it has been with the industrial 

future land use designation.  The second was changing the Master Plan to a future land 

use designation of agricultural for the area.  The third was a hybrid option which would 

introduce overlay districts. This option would allow the industrial future land use 

designation to remain, but would provide the Township with additional control over 

what uses were allowed, as well as site regulations such as lot size, setbacks, and 

bufferyards.  Member Rissi discussed pros and cons that the subcommittee developed 

for each option. 

Member Korstange asked Planning Director Hilbrands how the master plan for the area 

originally became industrial over 20 years ago.  Planning Director Hilbrands said that 

there wasn’t much information available but it appears that the area was set aside for 

industrial since it was adjacent to the airport. 

Member Rissi stated that leaving the area as farmland would produce the least number 

of jobs and taxes, but that isn’t a problem if that’s what the residents wanted.  The real 
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problem with that option is that it wouldn’t affect the airport land where they are 

already beginning to see development that residents may not be in favor of.  Born from 

this was the third option, a hybrid that would allow the township to preserve the prior 

plan for the area as well as preserving the land.  This would allow some future industrial 

establishments in certain areas while still preserving some open space and also 

amending some of the airport’s abilities to change the land.  It would increase traffic 

and decrease agricultural land but it also wouldn’t allow for heavy industrial use. 

Member Korstange shared that she personally found it difficult to be on this 

subcommittee and see some of the possible changes that could occur in the township 

based on decisions made regarding this section of land.  Personally, she was not in favor 

of increased traffic, but she knew she had to take a step back and see the situation as a 

subcommittee member representing Cascade Township.  

Member Rissi said that one item the third option would include was required site plan 

review of any non-aeronautical use in the AC zoning district.  Overlay A, included in the 

meeting packet, would also include additional requirements.  This area would require 

larger setbacks and fewer curb cuts.  Use in overlay B, also included in the meeting 

packet, would be more flexible and include land that is already industrial.   

Chair Noordyke stated that the subcommittee will continue to refine these options once 

they take a recommendation to the Township Board.  This will give them one of the 

three options to focus on and continue to refine.  This will also give the Township Board 

a chance to make changes and tell the subcommittee what they are looking for. 

Member Rissi shared that an even bigger piece of this puzzle is stormwater.  While 

looking into AC Zoning, the subcommittee discovered that more needs to be done to 

protect the area, in relation to stormwater, but it is a much broader conversation that 

will need to be addressed by the whole Planning Commission. 

Member Korstange said that Overlay B would also allow the airport to develop more 

hanger space to the southwest or the airport.  Member Rissi also pointed out that the 

area that is currently zoned as AC 2 on Patterson would be rezoned to AC 1, giving the 

airport more potential uses for the land.  Member Engel believed the third option would 

give the airport stronger guidance and impose more requirements than the current 

zoning.  Member Richardson shared that he believes option three should include a 

requirement to request approval from the township for any changes in zoning in the AC 

areas and that should be included in all three options. 

Member Korstange said that the subcommittee will present to the board and ask for 

guidance on what they want the subcommittee to further explore. 

The subcommittee clarified that any requested site plan approvals pertaining to the 

properties affected by these potential zoning and/or master plan changes are on hold 

until the township reaches a decision. 

Member Rissi said that his biggest concern is that in 10 years, the land will become 

industrial because the township didn’t make changes, and they have the opportunity to 
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provide additional restrictions now.  The committee emphasized that they don’t believe 

residents realize what changes are already happening.   

Member Richardson suggested shrinking Overlay A to the AC zoned area and 

recommending option two to the township board.  Member Engel stated that the area 

has already lost a lot of its natural environment, and he believes the highway is now the 

real buffer. 

Member Bruneau requested a topographical map of the land that showed where water 

flows.  He believes that some of the character of the area was lost when the Paul B 

Henry freeway came to Cascade, but there can still be beauty alongside traffic. 

Member Rowland requested more information on option 3 because, with the current 

zoning, they couldn’t put a sports field in an agriculturally zoned area as it would be shut 

down to solely agricultural uses.  He believes a hybrid approach would be better so the 

area can change as Cascade does.  Member Korstange agreed and said that option 3 

seems to fit what he was saying. 

Member Rissi shared that over 20 years ago the master planned zoning was changed 

and people have planned out their lives and properties based on that information.  He 

didn’t believe it would be fair to reverse the previous decision to agricultural use only.  

He thought some sort of hybrid solution would be the best option.  Member Bruneau 

didn’t think it was that big of a deal because so few homes were left in the area and only 

a very small percentage of land owners would be harmed.  Member Korstange 

requested they consider the residents that don’t live right on the Thornapple River but 

would still be affected due to the traffic. 

Member Richardson suggested that the access point the airport/Metro Council is 

considering wouldn’t be beneficial if this area were to become industrial as it would 

cause too much traffic for an additional exit to be added and make a positive difference 

in traffic flow. 

Motion was made by Member Korstange to recommend option 2 to the board with 

the understanding that it will need to come back to the Planning Commission and the 

subcommittee for changes to AC zoning, including Overlay B as written, and 

stormwater ordinance changes be made, with any changes recommended by the 

township engineer. Supported by Member Rissi.  Motion carried 7 to 2 by roll call 

vote.  In favor- Members Noordhoek, Rissi, Moxley, Noordyke, Richardson, Korstange, 

Bruneau.  Opposed- Members Engel and Rowland. 

ARTICLE 8. Old Business 

Planning Director Hilbrands explained that the Planning Commission Rules of Conduct 

that they worked on in the previous year were never fully voted on and approved by the 

committee.  They were sent to the township attorney and they never heard back.  

Planning Director Hilbrands has reached out and will hopefully receive feedback from 

them soon. 
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Member Moxley shared that one of the properties they had been following the 

ordinance enforcement process of, 6480 Cascade Rd, had been vacated. 

ARTICLE 9. Any Other Business 

A flyer for educational and training opportunities through the Michigan Association of 

Planning was included in the packet.  Planning Director Hilbrands said that the township 

budgets money for this each year and these sessions assist in expanding the Planning 

Commission’s knowledge base.  Chair Noordyke encouraged members to attend. 

Member Korstange requested the commission look into changing the name of the 

Roundhill/Process Implementation Committee to be affiliated with the developer rather 

than the name of the neighborhood.  She doesn’t believe it is fair to the people that live 

there and creates a negative association with that portion of Cascade.  Member Rissi 

recommended this be discussed with legal counsel as it could be considered libel.  

Planning Director Hilbrands said he would ask them.    

ARTICLE 10. Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak 

William Lewis, 7310 Kilmer St SE, said that he has lived in Cascade since 1991 and has 

flown over one million miles out of the airport.  He appreciates the AC Zoning 

subcommittee’s decision and the time they have put into this subcommittee.  He 

acknowledged the money spent by developers on the area master planned as future 

industrial but suggested the township or community members purchase the land for 

recreation.  He said he is fine with industrial uses on Patterson and north west, but the 

rest of the township should be kept peaceful and safe.  He thanked the commission for 

their work.  

Doug Todd representing Jada Development at 6670 52nd St, pointed out that Overlay A is 

surrounded by hard boundaries and agriculture is now the least practical use in that 

area.  It worked 20 years ago and was very practical then but now there aren’t enough 

available properties for industrial use.  He agreed with the report on industrial vacancies 

and that it is very difficult to come to any sort of conclusion on availability of land for 

industrial use, saying they have an urgent need for more of this type of property.  He 

also represented the group that sold the property to Visser and worked on site 

selection, finding there was a great need for light industrial and there was only one 

group that approached the company for a recreational use.  They sat with the 

subcommittee and talked about a hybrid approach, which they think would be the best 

choice, but pushed back on that section of land being a rural area.  Chair Noordyke 

recommended Todd speak to the Township Board as the Planning Commission has 

already concluded voting on the matter. 

Supervisor Lesperance thanked the Planning Commission and AC Zoning subcommittee 

for their hard work on this subject. 

ARTICLE 17. Adjournment   

Motion was made by Member Engel to adjourn the meeting. Supported by Member 

Rissi. Motion carried 9 to 0. The meeting was adjourned at 9:01 P.M.  
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Respectfully submitted, 

Joe Engel, Secretary 
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January 4, 2023

The Cascade Charter Township Planning Department 
is pleased to present our annual year in review in the 
form of the 2022 Annual Report. The following report 

summarizes each type of development request reviewed 
by the Planning Department, Planning Commission, Zoning 
Board of Appeals and Township Board in 2022.

The Planning Department consists of the Planning and 
Zoning Administration and also assists the Parks Committee.  
We also work closely on economic development initiatives 
with Economic Development and DDA Director Sandra 
Korhorn.

In addition to the information contained in this report, the 
Planning Department also performs many important duties 
on a daily basis that are not normally recognized.

While there continue to be supply chain and market 
uncertainties, we continue to see a robust number of 
inquiries, permits and requests for new projects, and it is 
expected that this will continue into 2023. Should you have 
any questions or comments relating to this report or the 
Planning Department, do not hesitate to call us at 
616-949-0224.

Sincerely,

 

Brian Hilbrands
Planning Director



ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Development Reviews

In 2022, the Planning Department received a total of 
60 new development requests. Several of the 2021 
requests were also carried over into 2022 and consumed 
additional staff time. Similarly, many of the projects 
initiated in 2022 will still be active in 2023. These reviews 
include those which required action by the Township 
Board, Planning Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals 
and Planning Department, with several requiring action 
by more than one body. The following tables summarize 
the project review activities of the Planning Department 
over the past five (5) years:

Department Vision

The Planning Department has embraced a modified 
“triple bottom line” approach to providing services. This 
modified approach is being used to allow each member 
of the department to use their skills to help Create 
Public Value (CPV).  

DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITY TOTALS 

DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES 

In addition to reviewing all of the development proposals 
submitted to the Township, the Planning Department’s 
days are filled with numerous other activities.  
Highlighted activities are summarized below.

CPV

Efficient

TeamworkQuality

Activity/Year 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Planning 
Commission
Planned Unit 
Developments 4 4 2 4 2

Rezonings 1 0 0 0 0

Site Plan Reviews 9 3 5 6 7

Administrative Site 
Plan Reviews 5 7 3 10 8

Special Use Permits 19 11 10 15 13

Plat/Site Condo 
Reviews 0 1 1 0 0

Other Activities 3 3 3 2

Subtotals 41 29 21 38 32

Zoning Board of 
Appeals
Variances and other  
requests 10 11 16 17 18

All Board and 
Commissions
Other Requests 0 0 0 0 0

Planning 
Department
Lot Split (Cases) 27 23 15 15 10

TOTALS 78 63 52 70 60

In 2022, the Planning 
Department received a total of 
60 new development requests. 
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Staff Changes

Some of the most notable change for the year came with 
staff changes. The Department has added the position 
of Zoning Administrator by hiring Madison Smith-
Jacoby. Madison will be assisting the Department with 
development reviews, code enforcement and numerous 
other activities.

Former Administrative Assistant Jessica Stine left our 
Department to join the Manager’s office. As a result, 
Madi Dodge was hired to fill that role. With new staff 
members joining the Department combined with the high 
number of development requests, 2022 was another 
busy year for the Planning Department.

Attendance

In 2022, the Planning Commission had a total of 18 
meetings and the Zoning Board of Appeals had a total 
of 8 meetings. *The alternate for the Zoning Board only 
attends when needed.

Zoning Board attendance was as follows:

Subcommittees

The Planning Commission had a number of 
subcommittees that met in 2022. These subcommittees 
worked diligently to dive into complex issues and provide 
recommendations to the full Planning Commission. The 
following subcommittees met in 2022:

• Process Recommendations Subcommittee (7
meetings)

• Composting Subcommittee (4 meetings)
• AC District Zoning Review Subcommittee (10

meetings. Also carried into 2023)

Planning Commission attendance was as follows:
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Regional Planning

Staff continued its involvement with regional planning 
issues in 2022. Staff continues to meet with GVMC/
REGIS and others.

Stormwater

A significant amount of staff time continues to be 
dedicated to stormwater-related issues.  A new 
Stormwater Ordinance was be adopted by the Township 
Board in early 2022. In late 2022, a staff Township 
Engineer was hired, who will be able to assist with 
development reviews as well as resident stormwater 
complaints.

Parks

In 2022, with staff assistance, the Parks Committee 
finalized the creation of an updated 5-Year Parks, 
Recreation and Open Space Plan. Staff will continue to 
assist with the implementation of that plan. The Parks 
Committee is currently developing a job description for 
a Parks Director, with the goal of filling that position by 
summer of 2023.

Pathway Maintenance

A Pathways Committee was formed in 2022, and with 
the assistance of the Township Engineer, created a 
maintenance plan for the existing pathway system. 
The maintenance plan would see the entire pathway 
system repaired within the next 5 years, beginning with 
approximately 5.3 miles of pathway being repaired 
in 2023.

Regional Geographic Information 
System (REGIS)

Staff continue to utilize the GIS system in our workday 
and attends regular REGIS meetings. The public has 
access to REGIS through staff as well as the internet. 
http://ims.gvmc-regis.org:1052/website/public/.

Building Permits

Below is a chart showing the number of new residential 
building permits for the last 5 years. The Planning 
Department is responsible to check to make sure that 
every building permit complies with zoning regulation.  
While the graph only shows new residential construction, 
it does indicate trends for all permits.
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The following pages provide a brief synopsis 
for each type of development request that was 
reviewed in 2022. 

Case Summaries



2022

Planned Unit Developments
Case Applicant Request Location Preliminary Final

22-3701 Woods Builders Homes INC PUD amendment to accommodate a 24-unit apartment project 6105 Charlevoix Woods SE -

22-3739 Northpoint Bank
PUD amendment to accommodate an addition to the existing office 
building 5303 28th St Ct -

Site Plan review

Case Applicant Proposed Land Use Location

22-3694 Geerlings 100,000sqft building addition 5784 Kraft Ave Approved

22-3696 Luminar Technologies INC. 26,520sqft building addition 4300 Thornapple River Dr Approved
22-3697 Ridges of Cascade Constructing a 35' x 70' dog park 5985 Cascade Ridge SE Tabled

22-3717 GDP Properties LLC 55,000sqft addition/parking lot renovation 5251 36th St SE Approved

22-3729 MPM Interiors New two-story, 10,000sqft building and parking lot 6660 Old 28th St Approved
22-3735 Koenes Trust Properties 16,846sqft addition connecting two buildings 5100 Patterson Ave SE Approved

22-3738 GDP Properties LLC
Amendment to approved site plan for 55,000 sq ft addition/parking 
lot renovation 5251 36th St SE Approved

Special Use Permits
Case Applicant Request Location Zoning Action

22-3695 Downey Accessory building larger than 832 sq ft 3030 Wood Duck Lane ARC Approved

22-3699 D. Carpenter Homes LLC Accessory building larger than 832 sq ft 2011 Devonwood Lane Residential Approved

22-3702 Underwood Accessory building larger than 832 sq ft 7675 Sudbury Lane R-1 Approved

22-3703 Matthews Accessory building larger than 832 sq ft 8320 45th St SE R-1 Approved

22-3707 Harwood Accessory building larger than 832 sq ft 8189 Ashwood Dr SE PUD 89 Approved

22-3708 Albright Build a 6-foot-tall fence in the front yard 2970 Thorncrest Dr SE R-2, Residential Approved

22-3720 Ward Temporary fenced enclosure in the front yard 1896 Country Brook Dr R-1 Approved

22-3722 Postma Accessory building larger than 832 sq ft 5479 Ranger Hills Dr R-1 Approved

22-3725 Lash Accessory building larger than 832 sq ft 9070 52nd St SE ARC Approved

22-3732 Level 10 Builders Accessory building larger than 832 sq ft 6927 Oak Brook St R-2 Approved

22-3733 Wright 6-foot-tall fence in the front yard (temporary) 7269 Thorncrest Dr R-2 Approved

22-3737 Postma Ammendment to approved accessory building. 5479 Ranger Hills Dr R-1 Approved

22-3746 Chen Type II Special Use for Commercial Composting Operation 5745 Whitneyville Ave ARC

Planning Commission Action



Administrative Site Plan Review
Case Applicant Proposed Land Use Location Action

22-3691 Target Relocation of drive-up parking stalls 5120 28th St SE Approved

22-3692 Unity Church Porch entryway addition 2965 Wycliff Approved
22-3698 Kowenes Auto Body INC. Parking lot addition and access drive 5085 Kendrick CT Approved

22-3711 Scooters Coffee Alteration of the interior service drives location around 6420 + 6432 28th St Approved

22-3723 Edward Rose Development Company Relocation of storage building and entry sign 5794 Boradmore Ave Approved

22-3736 Northpointe Bank Approximetly 600sqft addition 5303 28th St SE Approved
22-3741 Fowling Warehouse Temporary use of food truck 6797 Cascade Rd Withdrawn

22-3743 Erhardt Construction Addition of exterior concrete pad for equipment. 3498 Kraft Ave Approved

Zoning Board of Appeals
Case Applicant Location Zoning Request ZBA Action

22-3689 Mayton 1468 Buttrick Ave SE R-1, Residential Approved

22-3689 Meddirect Inc. 5251 36th St SE TI (Transitional Industrial) Approved

22-3700 Harwood 8189 Ashwood Dr SE PUD 89 Withdrawn

22-3704 Albright 2970 Thorncrest Dr SE R2, Residential Approved

22-3705 D. Carpenter Homes LLC 4826 Sequoia Dr SE R-1 Approved

22-3706 Cascade Charter Township 2865 Thornhills Ave SE B2 Approved

22-3709 Jipping 2637 Buttrick Ave R1 Approved

22-3710 Goehring 6389 Burton St SE R1 Approved

Variance for an additional accessory 
building than what's permitted.
Variance to allow for a lot spil resulting 
in a smaller side yard setback than 
permitted. 

Variance to allow for construction of an 
accessory building with a smaller side 
yard setback than permitted. 

Variance for a pool to be located in the 
front yard within the front yard 
setbacks
Variance for an attached car port to be 
constructed with smaller side yard 
setback than permited

Requesting approval for the 
construction of a new fire station

Extention of previous variance for use 
of a temporary building during garage 
construction

Variance to allow the home located on 
the property to be removed while an 
accessory building remains



22-3714 Walmart 5859 28th St SE B2 Approved

22-3716 Vandeburg 3295 Snow Ave ARC Approved

22-3721 Meijer 5531 28th St SE PUD-69 Approved

22-3724 Dionne 2984 Thornapple River Dr R-2 Approved

22-3726 Lash 9070 52nd St SE ARC Approved

22-3727 Wolverine-Target 5120 28th St SE PUD-76 Approved

22-3734 Koenes Trust Properties 5100 Patterson Ave I (Industrial) Approved

22-3742 Fowling Warehouse 6797 Cascade Rd B2 Withdrawn

22-3744 Heiden, Mabbit & Bhimani 1410 & 1474 Ballybunion Ct PUD 3 Approved

22-3745 Walmart 5859 28th St SE B2 withdrawn

Lot Split
Lot Splits Applicant Parcel No (s) Address Action
22-3693 Gunderson 41-19-22-226-015 3777 Butterick Ave 2 Approved
22-3712 Meddirect INC 41-19-18-470-007 5251 36th St 2 Approved
22-3713 Cutting Edge Builders 41-19-09-276-001 2265 Thornapple River Dr 2 Approved
22-3715 Campbell 41-19-15-226-034 2853 Buttrick Ave SE 2 Approved

22-3718 Burket 41-19-27-427-017 & 41-19-27-427-035 7802 & 7804 Thornapple Bayou Reconfiguration Approved
22-3728 Hetu Properties LLC 41-19-18-300-024 & 41-19-18-300-020 5185 & 5141 36th St Reconfiguration Approved
22-3730 DeVos 49-19-07-276-014, 49-19-07-276-013 & 49-19-08-100-040 5393, 5525 & 5649 Burton St Reconfiguration
22-3731 Engelsma Homes LLC 41-19-14-200-032 & 41-19-14-200-033 8750 & 8752 28th ST SE 10

22-3740 Red Cedar Properties 41-19-17-476-025 & 41-19-17-428-023
3525 Thornapple Dr & 3415 
Glenstone Ct Reconfiguration

22-3747 Postma 41-19-23-200-012 8494 36th St 5 Approved

Variance to allow for temporary 
outdoor storage

Number of parcels 
created

Temporary use permit to allow a 
greenhouse to be used as a event 
venue

Reconfigure the boundary between two 
condominium units

Temporary storage of 14 trailers during 
construction

Build an addition within the front yard 
setbacks

Building an accessory building within 
the side yard setbacks

Allow for temporary storage of trailers 
during construction

Building a firelane within the required 
buferyard

variance to allow for temporary 
outdoor food truck

zoning variance extension



Other
Case Applicant Request Location PC Action TB Action

22-3719 Cascade Township Amend the zoning ordinance to allow commercial composting. Approved Approved

22-3748 Cascade Township
Amend the zoning ordinance to allow for revisions to the major 
street plan

Carried over from 2021
Case Applicant Proposed Land Use Review Type Location PC Action TB Action

21-3688 Chick-fil-A
Modification of drive through lanes to accommodate two lanes from 
entry to pickup Site Plan 5528 28th St SE Approved n/a

21-3681 Patterson Ice Center
Amend existing PUD of Patterson Ice Center to lift some use and 
development restrictions, and allow sale of alcohol PUD 2550 Patterson Dr Approved Approved

Plat/Site Condo Review

Case Applicant Plat/Site Condo Name Location
Tentative 
Preliminary 

Final 
Preliminary Final

Rezonings
Case Applicant From/To Acres Location PC Action TB Action
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2865 THORNHILLS AVE SE ● GRAND RAPIDS, MI  49546 

(616) 949-1320 

 
 

CASCADE TOWNSHIP                       FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 
 
 

Dedicated to Serving You 
 

 

April 7, 2023 

 

Township Board Staff Report 

Engine 2 Replacement Presentation 

 

Members of the Board, 

 

The Fire Department is requesting the approval to enter a purchase agreement with Toyne Fire 

Apparatus for the replacement of Engine 2, located at the Buttrick Fire Station. Per our vehicle 

replacement schedule, current Engine 2 (2012 Rosenbauer) is slated for replacement in 2025 and 

will be moved to Station 1 as our primary Paid-On-Call response apparatus. Due to the current 

build times, and volatility in the manufacturing supply chain, our committee began our research 

more than ten months ago in order to have a truck completed within our 2025 budget year. 

 

The process began with surveying the entire department to highlight likes and dislikes of current 

apparatus, and what everyone would like to see incorporated into the next truck. From there 

committee members attended trade shows, met with vendors, toured manufacturers, and 

inspected any recent deliveries at several neighboring departments. Through all our research we 

were able to compile a tremendous amount of data, which allowed us to create a “spec” of what 

should be incorporated in the next Engine 2.   

 

Over the last 5 years fire truck pricing and build times have more than doubled. What once cost 

$450-$500,000, is now close to $1,000,000, and the build times are out 700+ days. 

Manufacturers are no longer able to guarantee or lock-in pricing, and we have taken this all into 

consideration on the spec pricing to cover unexpected cost increases that the manufacturer 

cannot control. In the board presentation, we will show recent builds and prices, the spec of the 

new engine and costs affiliated with it.  

 

After the presentation, we will be recommending the quote and build with Toyne to move ahead 

with the purchase and build for a 2025 delivery.  

 

Thank you for time and consideration,  

 

 

Cascade Fire Department 

E-2 Committee 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Date:  April 12, 2023      
To:  Supervisor Lesperance & Cascade Township Board   
From:  Benjamin Swayze, Township Manager 
Subject: Appointment of Parks and Recreation Director  
 
FACTS: 
The Township Board and Township Parks Committee have recently adopted an ambitious 2023 
– 2027 Parks and Recreation Master Plan. Among many goals and objectives outlined in the 
document, the creation of a Parks and Recreation Director Position is a key action item in the 
plan. In the Master Plan, goal area 3 is identified as “Refine the Township’s Parks Organization 
Structure and Support” and action item 3.2.1 in that goal area is listed as “Hire a Parks Director 
that will manage all efforts related to parks.” While this is the most direct reference to the 
creation of this position in the Master Plan, it is clear that nearly all of the goal areas, including 
the exploration of a dedicated Parks millage, is predicated on knowledgeable staff dedicated to 
Parks and Recreation efforts in the Township. In addition, exploring the creation of a Parks and 
Recreation Director position is mirrored in the recently adopted Township Strategic Plan. 
 
Based on this information, the Parks Committee recommended and the Township Board 
approved the creation of a Parks and Recreation Director position earlier this year.  The position 
was created as Pay Grade 7, which is similar to other Department Heads (HR Director, Planning 
Director) and reflects the current market for this skill set. For 2023, the Pay Grade 7 salary range 
is $67,535 - $91,395. 
 
The position was advertised in February/March on both Township resources (website, social 
media) and external sources (Indeed, MML, MPRA, NRPA) and netted nearly 30 highly 
qualified applicants including several sitting Parks and Recreation Directors from Michigan and 
other states. An interview team consisting of Township staff, Elected Officials and appointed 
officials conducted a first round of interviews with 5 applicants. The preferred applicant was 
then interviewed by a second interview team as well.  
  
ANALYSIS & CONCLUSIONS: 
It is being recommended that Melanie Manion, Natural Resources Manager with Ottawa County 
Parks and Recreation, be appointed as the Parks and Recreation Director. Ms. Manion has 25 
years of industry experience, including the previous 12 years with Ottawa County Parks and 7 
years prior to that with the Land Conservancy of West Michigan. Her extensive experience in 
land management is an excellent match for both our current park system as well as our ambition 
to expand available parkland and open space in Cascade Township. Furthermore, Ms. Manion 
has experience working with external funding including engaging donors and receiving grants. 
Her experience leading teams of both staff and volunteers will prove to be a valuable asset to the 
Township organization and community. 
 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
5920 Tahoe Dr. SE   Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546 



Should the Township Board approve the appointment, Ms. Manion will begin for the Township 
on May 1, 2023. 
 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS: 
This position is included in the FY 2023 budget. 
 
 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
To approve the appointment of Melanie Manion to the Parks and Recreation Director position 
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