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AGENDA 
CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
Wednesday, October 25, 2017 

7:00 P.M. 
Cascade Branch of the Kent District Library, Wisner Center 

2870 Jacksmith, S.E. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Article 1. Call to Order, Roll Call 
 
Article 2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
Article 3. Approval of Agenda 
 
Article 4. Presentations 
 
Article 5. Public Comments-Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a public 

hearing. (limit comments to 3 minutes)  
  

Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 
a. Receive and File Various Meeting Minutes 

1. Regular Township Board Minutes for 10/11/17. 
2. Zoning Board of Appeals Minutes for 09/12/2017. 
3. Planning Commission Minutes for 09/18/2017. 
4. Downtown Development Minutes for 08/15/2017. 

b. Receive and File Communications 
1. Letter from Kent County Community Action – re:  FY 17-18  

CDBG Grant Funding. 
2.      Letter from Grand Valley Metro Council – re:  Clean Air Action 

Display. 
3. E-mail from Gatehouse Homeowners Association – re:  Kent 

County Sheriff Department. 
4. Newsletter from Michigan Public Service Commission. 

c. Education Requests 
1. Stephanie Fast – Zoning Administrator Certificate – Grayling, 

MI.  
        
Article 7. Financial Actions 

a. Consider Approval of General/Special Funds for September, 2017. 
b. Consider Approval or Payables, Payroll and Transfers for 

September, 2017. 
 
Article 8. Unfinished Business  
 
 

Expected Meeting Procedures 
 
1.     During public comments you may speak on any item 
        not noted on the agenda for a public hearing.       
2.     Please limit comments to 3 minutes per person and  
        the Board may or may not choose to respond. 
3.     Please limit your comments to a specific issue. 
4.     Please turn OFF cellular phones. 
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Article 9. New Business 
072-2017 Consider Approval of Resolutions for Tris4Health to close 

public streets for Triathlon on June 10, 2018. (roll call) 
 
073-2017 Consider Approval of the Universal Data Sharing Agreement 

with Michigan State Police and Authorize the Township 
Manager to execute it on behalf of the Township. 

 
Article 10. Public Comments – Any comments...whether it is on the Agenda or not. 

(limit comments to 3 minutes) 
 
Article 11. Manager Comments 
 
Article 12.       Board Member Comments 
 
Article 13. Adjournment 













 

Cascade Charter Township, Zoning Board of Appeals Minutes – September 12, 2017   Page 1 
 

MINUTES 
Cascade Charter Township Zoning Board of Appeals 

Tuesday, September 12, 2017 
7:00 P.M. 

 
ARTICLE 1.         Chairman Berra called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 Members Present:  Casey, McDonald and Pennington 
 Members Absent:   Milliken 
                             Others Present:  Community Development Director, Steve Peterson and those listed on 

the sign in sheet. 
 
ARTICLE 2.          Chairman Berra led the Pledge of Allegiance.           
 
ARTICLE 3.          Approve the Agenda. 

 
Motion was made by Member Pennington to approve the Agenda.   Supported by 
Member McDonald.  Motion carried 4 to 0.  
 

ARTICLE 4.         Approve the Minutes of the June 13, 2017 Meeting. 
         

Motion was made by Member Casey to approve the Minutes of June 13, 2017.   
Supported by Member McDonald.  Motion carried 4 to 0.  
 

ARTICLE 5.          Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak to non-agenda items.  
 
 No visitors who were present wished to speak about non-agenda items. 
 
ARTICLE 6.          Case #17:3396 Plafkin 
 Public Hearing 
 Property Address:  3157 Brookpointe Drive S.E. 
 Requested Action:  The Applicant is requesting a variance to construct an accessory 

building more than 200 sq. ft. closer to the rear property line than the required 25 feet. 
 
 Director Peterson stated that the Applicant has recently removed an old accessory 

building in the same location and started (actually completed) construction of a new 
building.  However, the old building was grandfathered and when removed should have 
come into compliance for replacement.   

 
 The current building is 240 sq. ft. (20 x 12) and is a little over 10 feet away from the rear 

property line.  Buildings over 200 sq. ft. are required to be 25 feet from the rear 
property line.  Buildings 200 sq. ft. or less can have a 10 feet rear setback. 

 
 The Applicant has indicated that they replaced the old building because water was 

rotting the building. 
 
 The Township became aware of the situation from a drainage complaint from a 

neighbor.  Although they are not violating any drainage rule, the Building Department 
did confirm the need for a permit and thus the required 25 feet setback from the rear 
property line. 
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 One other possible remedy is to reduce the size of the building 200 sq. ft. (or less) and 

then the 10 feet setback would be permitted.  According to our building official, this 
would not be that difficult. 

 
 From an inspection of the property, it appears that the location could have been 

changed to increase the setback but probably still not the required 25 feet.  The real 
solution would be to reduce the building to 200 sq. ft. or less and keep it in the same 
location. 

 
 Director Peterson recommends the request for the variance be denied. 
 

Chairman Berra asked if the Applicant would like to come forward. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Plafkin came forward to explain the need for the building and to explain 
that they did not realize until after the fact that the new building was not in compliance.  
They explained that the new building is exactly the same size as the old one, except a 
little higher.  They felt that if the old building was in compliance, then the exact size new 
building would be in compliance also.  The new building has already been built and the 
Plafkins are asking the Board to grant their variance so that they won’t have to incur the 
cost of tearing down and rebuilding only to eliminate 3 to 4 feet. 
 
Motion was made by Member Casey to open the Public Hearing.  Supported by 
Member Pennington.  Motion carried 4 to 0. 
 
A couple neighbors came forward.   
 
Mr. Miller can see the building from his home.  It is a bit on the large side, but 
esthetically pleasing.  He did recommend maybe a few more trees/shrubbery to hide a 
little more of the building.  Mr. Miller also was concerned how the township can prevent 
similar instances of noncompliance in the future.   
 
Ms. Kriegbaum came forward to explain that as a neighbor to the South of the Plafkins, 
she would like the building to be moved to another location on the property.  She is 
concerned that there will be substantial soil erosion and water drainage to her property 
if the building is left at its current size and in its current location.  She went on to say 
that the new building is higher and has a pitched roof and she feels that there would be 
significant amounts of water coming down into her property because of it. Over the 
years, Ms. Kriegbaum explained, flooding has occurred on her property and she has had 
to spend large sums of money for underground drainage systems simply because of 
developments and neighboring properties around her.   
 
Motion was made by Member Pennington to close the Public Hearing.  Supported by 
Member McDonald.  Motion carried 4 to 0. 
 
Chairman Berra asked Applicant if they would like to address the Board with any last 
comments. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Plafkin again came forward to explain that out of curiosity, they scoped 
out their neighborhood and found sheds much bigger than theirs and one home even 
had 2 additional buildings on their property.  The Plafkins do not feel that they should 
have to move or rebuild. 
 
Motion was made by Member Pennington to deny the variance to construct an 
accessory building more than 200 sq. ft. closer to the rear property line than the 
required 25 feet.   Supported by Member Casey.  Motion carried 4 to 0.  

 
ARTICLE 7. Case #17:3397 Universal Sign 
  Public Hearing 
  Property Address:  5062 Kendrick Court SE 
 Requested Action:  The Applicant is requesting a variance to allow a sign closer to the 

road than permitted. 
 
 Director Peterson stated that the Applicant is requesting a variance to install a new 

ground sign along Kendrick Court.  The reason for the variance is because they would 
like the sign closer than 25 feet from the road R.O.W.  Applicant is requesting the sign to 
be 11 feet from the road R.O.W.  The size and height of the sign are limited to 50 sq. ft. 
and 5 feet tall.  They are not asking for any variance from those requirements.   

 
 During a similar request in the Meadowbrooke Business Park, we found that some other 

industrial users had signs closer than 25 feet to the R.O.W.  The Board then granted a 
variance to allow a setback of no less than 10 feet to the R.O.W.  One of the reasons a 
variance was granted was the wider R.O.W. that we have in the industrial areas and the 
relatively low, small signs that are permitted. 

 
 In this case, we have a 90 foot R.O.W. with no real possibility that it would be expanded 

in the future.  The sign would be about 38 feet off from the curb, but because of the 
wide R.O.W., the sign would only be 11 feet to the R.O.W. 

  
 In order to meet the township’s required setback, Applicant would probably need a 

variance for any sign along their frontage, unless the sign was placed parallel to the 
road. 

 
 Director Peterson recommends that the variance be approved with a minimum setback 

to the R.O.W.  Director Peterson also suggested that the Board recommend the Planning 
Commission consider changing the ordinance in the industrial areas where similar 
circumstances are present. 

 
Chairman Berra asked if the Applicant would like to come forward. 
 
Mr. Nate Zevenbergen of Universal Sign came forward to give a brief overview and the 
need for the variance.  Essentially, if the sign were placed 25 feet from the road, it 
would be located in the parking lot, hence the need for a variance.   
 
Motion was made by Member McDonald to open the Public Hearing.  Supported by 
Member Casey.  Motion carried 4 to 0. 
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No one from the public came forward. 
 
Motion was made by Member McDonald to close the Public Hearing.  Supported by 
Member Pennington.  Motion carried 4 to 0. 
 
Motion was made by Member McDonald to approve the variance with the minimum 
of a 10 foot setback to the R.O.W.  Supported by Member Pennington.  Motion 
carried 4 to 0. 

 
ARTICLE 8. Case #17-3399 Jeremiah Gruchow 
  Public Hearing 
 Requested Action:  The Applicant is requesting a variance to create a new lot that does 

not meet the required lot size of 18,000 sq. ft. 
 
 Director Peterson stated that the Applicant is asking for a variance to create a new lot 

from the existing parcel.  As a result of the request, both lots would be under the 
required 18,000 sq. ft. lot size.  The proposed lot sizes for the new parcels are 16,263 sq. 
ft. and 16,193 sq. ft.   

 
 By way of background, this parcel is the result of 4 old platted lots being combined.  This 

area was platted in the late 1920’s and at that time, the lots were about 8,000 sq. ft. 
each.  Our records indicate that these platted lots have been combined into one lot 
since the late 1980’s.  Because they are old platted lots, which are not permitted to be 
split, we do allow old non-conforming platted lots that have been combined to be split if 
they can meet the unplatted lot area requirements.  That is where the 18,000 sq. ft. 
comes from. 

 
 Applicant has indicated that the reason for the split is to be able to sell the lot for 

another home.  In order to do so, the existing shed would have to be removed in order 
to meet zoning. 

 
 We have had other requests to split parcels like this where they have combined several 

old non-conforming platted parcels, although none that required a variance for lot area. 
 
 Because the lots were platted so long ago, is the reason you will find lots in the 

neighborhood that don’t meet current minimum lot size requirements.  It is the same 
reason you will find lots in our agricultural area under the 2.29 acre requirement.  These 
are called “grandfathered” lots. 

 
 Typically, when we have had a variance situation dealing with a grandfathered situation, 

we have looked to make the matter closer to compliance.  In some cases, we have 
granted variances, but that has been when moving toward compliance rather than 
away. 

 
 One of the biggest concerns for creating smaller lots than required, is its impact on the 

eventual development of the lot.  The other rules for the area are set up assuming that 
you meet the basic requirements and it can cause a problem for the eventual 
development of the lot if they are not meeting all of the basic requirements. 
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 Director Peterson recommends this request for a variance be denied as they do not 
meet all of the standards to grant the request. 

 
Chairman Berra asked if the Applicant would like to come forward. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Gruchow came forward to explain that when they originally bought the 
property they were under the impression it was 38,000 sq. ft., only later finding out that 
it was 32,000 sq. ft.  The property was originally designed as two lots and that is simply 
what they wish to do, turn it back into two lots.  With regards to both lots being under 
18,000 sq. ft., Mr. Gruchow explained that in 1997 another property not far from them 
was split allowing a parcel under 18,000 sq. ft.   
 
Motion was made by Member McDonald to open Public Hearing.  Supported by 
Member Pennington.  Motion carried 4 to 0. 
 
Several neighbors came forward.  Generally, they were against the split for various 
reasons.   Many didn’t want another home near them.  Another felt that the split would 
create precedent for other splits to happen.  Yet another really felt it was a good use of 
the property and was in favor of the split. 
 
Motion was made by Member Pennington to close Public Hearing.  Supported by 
Member McDonald.  Motion carried 4 to 0. 
 
Chairman Berra invited the Applicant to come forward with any additional comments. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Gruchow came forward to state that they didn’t feel the split would create 
precedent, that the property was not green space, but is a buildable lot and asked the 
Board to let them do what the property was originally designed for. 
 
Motion was made by Member Pennington to deny Applicant’s request for a variance 
to create a new lot because it does not meet the required lot size of 18,000 sq. ft. 
Supported by Member McDonald.  Motion carried 4 to 0. 

 
ARTICLE 9. Any other business.    
 
  No other business was presented 
 
ARTICLE 10.        Adjournment                

   
Motion was made by Member McDonald to adjourn.   Supported by Member Casey.  
Motion carried 4 to 0.  Meeting adjourned at 8:40. 

 
           

            Respectfully submitted, 
                             Tom McDonald, Secretary 
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MINUTES 
Cascade Charter Township 

 Planning Commission 
Monday, September 18, 2017 

7:00 P.M. 
 

ARTICLE 1.    Vice Chairman Sperla called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 Members Present:  Katsma, Johnson, Lewis, Mead, Pennington, Rissi and Williams 
 Members Absent:  Robinson (E)  
 Others Present:  Community Development Director, Steve Peterson and those listed on 

the sign in sheet. 
 
ARTICLE 2. Pledge of Allegiance.           
 
ARTICLE 3. Approve the current Agenda. 
                                                          
 Motion was made by Member Lewis to approve the Agenda.   Supported by Member 

Rissi.  Motion carried 8 to 0.  
 
ARTICLE 4. Approve the Minutes of the August 21, 2017 Meeting.   
 
 Motion was made by Member Johnson to approve the Minutes with a couple of noted 

corrections/revisions.  Supported by Member Rissi.  Motion carried 8 to 0.   
  

ARTICLE 5. Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak to non-agenda items.  
  
 No visitors who were present wished to speak about non-agenda items. 
 
ARTICLE 6.         Case #17-3404 David Teppo 
 Public Hearing 
 Property Address:  3777 Cherry Lane 
 Requested Action:  The Applicant is requesting a Special Use Permit to construct an 

accessory building in excess of 832 sq. ft. 
  
 Director Peterson stated that the Applicant is requesting permission to construct a 40’ x 

68’ accessory building (2,720 sq. ft.).  The building will be 17 feet tall as measured to the 
midpoint.  This requires a minimum of a 40 feet setback from the side and 40 feet from 
the rear property lines.  The Applicant shows the nearest setback of 87 feet to the side 
property line. 

 
 Applicant has indicated that they want the building as a hobby barn.  The building will 

not be used to run a business or used for additional living space. 
 
 With more than 3 acres, they are allowed to have three accessory buildings.  This 

building will be the third.  The building planned would have metal siding and metal 
roofing.  A review of past accessory buildings in the ARC zone on lots of similar size show 
that this would be a “normal” size.  Any outdoor lighting would need to meet township 
requirements.  
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 Director Peterson recommends approval of the Special Use Permit to construct a new 
accessory building with the following conditions: 

 
1. The building is not used for living space or to run a business. 
2. Any outdoor lighting meets township regulations. 

 
 Chairman Sperla asked the Applicant to come forward with any comments. 
 
 Applicant did not come forward. 
 
 Motion was made by Member Rissi to open Public Hearing.  Supported by Member 

Pennington.  Motion carried 8 to 0. 
 
 No one from the public came forward. 
 
 Motion was made by Member Rissi to close Public Hearing.  Supported by Member 

Williams.  Motion carried 8 to 0. 
 
 Motion was made by Member Lewis to approve the Special Use Permit to construct an 

accessory building in excess of 832 sq. ft. with the conditions listed by Director 
Peterson above.  Supported by Member Johnson.  Motion carried 8 to 0.  

 
ARTICLE 7. Case #16-3402 James Hudson 
 Public Hearing 
 Property Address:  7447 Woodvale Street S.E. 
 Requested Action:  The Applicant is requesting a Type I Special Use Permit to allow for a 

taller fence in the rear yard. 
 
 Community Development Assistant Fast stated that Applicant is requesting a Type I 

Special Use Permit to allow for a taller fence in the rear yard.  Applicant is asking for 3 
panels of their 6 feet tall wooden dog-eared fence to be up to 7 feet tall in the rear yard 
along the Northeast corner of the property. 

 
 Upon receiving a complaint from a neighbor that Applicant’s fence was taller than 6 

feet, Community Development Assistant Fast inspected the fence, which revealed that 3 
panels of the fence were between 6 and 7 feet tall.  The Applicant indicated the average 
grade was slightly lower on the Northeast corner and he wanted to keep the top of the 
fence line even in order to allow for a nice appearance. 

 
 Fences do not require a building permit, but are required to comply with the Township 

Zoning Ordinance. 
 
 The Township has granted other permits for taller fences in the rear yard due to 

differences in topography.  
 
 Applicant is only asking for3 panels of his entire fence be allowed to be between 6 and 7 

feet, leaving most of the fence at the permitted height of 6 feet. 
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 Community Development Assistant Fast recommends approval of the Type I Special Use 
Permit to allow for 3 panels of fence between 6 and 7 feet tall. 

 
 Chairman Sperla asked the Applicant to come forward with any comments. 
 
 Applicant opted not to come forward. 
 
 Motion was made by Member Rissi to open Public Hearing.  Supported by Member 

Mead.  Motion carried 8 to 0. 
 
 Mr. St. John came forward to speak about the fence which was erected.  He lives 

directly behind Mr. Hudson.  Mr. St. John showed photographs of the fence.  He stated 
that there were more than just the 3 panels that were over 6 feet.  He feels that the 
fence was poorly constructed and by placing it directly on the lot line made the bottom 
of the fence wavy (uneven), which makes it look terrible.   Mr. St. John simply wants the 
fence to adhere to the township code of 6 feet. 

 
 Motion was made by Member Rissi to close Public Hearing.  Supported by Member 

Mead.  Motion carried 8 to 0. 
 
 Chairman Sperla noted for the record that a letter was received from a neighbor, Mr. 

Hegg.   Mr. Hegg stated that he supported Mr. Hudson’s efforts to add the fence and 
that the need for the fence was promulgated by the fact that the neighbors directly 
behind Mr. Hudson had made the fence necessary. 

 
 Motion was made by Member Mead to approve the Type I Special Use Permit to allow 

for a taller fence in the rear yard.  Supported by Member Rissi.  Motion carried 8 to 0.  
 
ARTICLE 8. Case #17-3401  2771 Orange Ave LLC 
 Public Hearing 
 Property Address:  2771 Orange Avenue SE 
 Requested Action:  The Applicant is requesting a Type II Special Permit for a residential 

development up to 9 units per acre. 
 
 Director Peterson stated that Applicant is requesting a Type II Special Use Permit for a 

residential development for up to 9 units per acre.  The property is zoned B1 and does 
allow residential densities up to 9 units per acre. 

 
 A review of the zoning map shows the property included in PUD 19.  However, after 

reviewing the legal description for the PUD, it was found that it was never part of that 
development and therefore should be shown as B1.  The B1 zone allows residential 
uses.  

 
 Applicant is meeting the design standards for development in that area.  Most notably is 

the inclusion of a sidewalk through the project to connect to the sidewalks on Orange 
Avenue.  The development also includes a vehicle connection from Orange Avenue 
through to the commercial property in the Thornapple Center.  This will allow for 
multiple points of access to the site as well as assist with emergency vehicle access. 
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 Access into the site is through the Gaylord House property.  There is an existing 

recorded easement that allows for the access.   The Kent County Road Commission 
(“KCRC”) has informed that they are ok with the access to Orange Avenue, however, 
they are requiring the new driveway to be named for addressing purposes. 

 
 An airport noise disclosure statement will be required to be recorded.  The Township 

Fire Department has reviewed and approved the plan.  The Township Engineer has also 
reviewed the plan and provided comments.  The plan has already been revised to 
address some of their comments. 

 
 Director Peterson recommends that this project receive a positive recommendation to 

the Township Board under the following conditions: 
 

1. Compliance with the comments from the Township Engineer; 
2. Recording of an airport recognition statement; and 
3. Naming of the access drive to satisfy the KCRC. 

 
 Secretary Rissi asked if the Applicant would like to come forward.   
 
 Mr. Berends of Nederveld Engineering came forward on behalf Applicant.  Mr. Berends 

gave a brief overview of the project and touched on several individual aspects of the 
project including parking, size and rates of apartments, storm water, retention pond, 
lighting, and their timeline, which was breaking ground at the end of October and 
completion in 8 to 9 months.  

 
 Motion was made by Member Rissi to open Public Hearing.  Supported by Member 

Williams.  Motion carried 8 to 0. 
 
 Several members of the public came forward.  Most of the comments centered around 

Building C of the project.  The roof line can easily be seen by the neighboring 
development.  The public would like to see maybe some pine trees added to the grade 
to better hide the building.   

 
 Asked if there would be an on-site management company, Applicant stated there would 

be a management company, but it would not be on-site.   
 
 Management of Gaylord House came forward to state that they are very comfortable 

with the project and have no objections. 
   
 Motion was made by Member Rissi to close Public Hearing.  Supported by Member 

Pennington.  Motion carried 8 to 0. 
 
 Discussion commenced between the Board and Applicant including, but not limited to, 

the need for trees to screen the roof of the buildings, which Applicant was willing to do, 
also the chimneys on Building C, which do not seem to be depicted on Buildings A and B.  
Applicant stated it was their intention not to have the chimneys, but would like the 
option to have them. 
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 Member Johnson felt that the Planning Commission was getting lost in some of the 
details.  He suggested allowing the project to proceed without the need to be concerned 
about the elevation plans or whether they would have chimneys or not. 

 
 Motion was made by Member Mead to send a positive recommendation to the 

Township Board for approval of the Type II Special Use Permit for the residential 
development with up to 9 units per acre with the following conditions: 

 
1. Eliminate the chimneys all altogether; 
2. Add trees to screen the roof of the closest building t o the residential area 
3. Limit the height of the building to be no more than 724 AGL; and 
4. Director Peterson’s three conditions as stated in the staff report above. 

 
 Supported by Member Rissi.  Motion failed 5 to 3. 
 
 A Second Motion was made by Member Johnson to send a positive recommendation 

to the Township Board for approval of the Type II Special Use Permit for the 
residential development with up to 9 units per acre with the following conditions: 

 
1. Director Peterson’s three conditions as stated in the staff report 
2. Developer work with neighbors to come up with a solution to the exposed roofline 

and chimneys that will be best for everyone. 
 
 Supported by Member Williams.  Motion carried 8 to 0. 
 
ARTICLE 9.  Case #17-3405 Lakeland Finishing 
 Property Address:  5400 36th Street S.E. 
 Requested Action:  The Applicant is requesting site plan approval to construct a 13,000 

sq. ft. addition 
 
 Director Peterson stated that Applicant is requesting site plan approval to construct a 

13,000 sq. ft. addition.  The building complies with all of the required height, area and 
setback regulations of Industrial Zoning.  However, some of the existing parking area is 
inside the landscape buffer area.  The Applicant received a variance for those issues as 
part of the 2007 project.  Applicant is not changing any of that as part of this new 
project. 

 
 The Township Fire Department has reviewed and approved, as has the Township 

Engineer.  Because Applicant is not changing the storm water on site, there is no need 
for any new storm water provisions.  As a part of the 2007 project, they worked out an 
agreement with the neighbor for storm water issues.  A copy of that easement is in the 
2007 file. 

 
 Applicant would like to use employee count for parking, which is allowed.  They have 

provided a breakdown by shift, showing that the maximum parking needed is 82 spaces.  
They have 89 parking spaces on site. 
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 This does require Applicant to obtain a formal easement from the adjacent property 
owner for this project.  This has been communicated to the Applicant who has indicated 
that this will not be a problem.  The Township will need to review and approve the 
easement language before it is recorded. 

 
 Applicant also has submitted a photometric plan.  However, they have light levels above 

5.0 and it will have to be revised. 
 
 Director Peterson recommends approval of the site plan to construct a 13,000 sq. ft. 

addition with the condition that a photometric site plan in compliance with lighting 
regulations is submitted. 

 
 Secretary Rissi asked if the Applicant would like to come forward.   
 
 Applicant did not come forward with any comments.   
 
 Motion was made by Member Rissi to approve the site plan to construct a 13,000 sq. 

ft. addition with staff’s condition stated above.  Supported by Member Johnson.  
Motion carried 8 to 0. 

 
ARTICLE 10.  Any other business 
 
ARTICLE 11. Adjournment 
 

Motion was made by Member Mead to adjourn.  Supported by Member Williams.  
Motion carried 8 to 0.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.                 
             

             
Respectfully submitted, 
Scott Rissi, Secretary  
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MINUTES 
Cascade Charter Township 

 Downtown Development Authority Board of Directors 
Tuesday August 15, 2017 

5:30 P.M. 
Cascade Library – Wisner Center 

 
ARTICLE 1.    Chairman Huhn called the meeting to order at 5:30 P.M. 
 Members Present:  Huhn, Kingsland, Puplava, Rowland, Ridings, and Stephan 
 Members Absent:   Beahan, Siegle, and Smith   
 Others Present:  DDA Director Sandra Korhorn, and those listed on the sign in sheet. 
 
ARTICLE 2. Approve the current Agenda. 
 
 Motion was made by Member Puplava to approve the Agenda.   Supported by 

Member Kingsland.  Motion carried 6 to 0.  
 
ARTICLE 3. Approve the Minutes of the July 18, 2017 Meeting. 
                               
 Motion was made by Member Stephan to approve the Minutes as presented.  

Supported by Member Ridings.  Motion carried 6 to 0.   
  

ARTICLE 4. Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak to non-agenda items.  
 
  Mr. Kirk Driesenga of The Hinman Group came forward.  His company owns several 

buildings in the community, specifically Centennial Park.  He wanted to express his 
thanks to the Board the current sidewalk work and the potential sidewalk work in the 
pipeline.  Mr. Driesenga felt that the outside loop would be preferable at this time to 
the inside loop because that is where the businesses are located. 

 
  Mr. Driesenga also wanted to thank the Board for the bus line.  He stated that in 

working with people looking to relocate office space, the one question they always ask 
is if there is a bus line.   

  
ARTICLE 5.         Discuss Future Projects 
 
 Director Korhorn stated that at the July 18, 2017 meeting, discussion was held 

concerning future sidewalk projects in the district.  The Board asked for a cost 
breakdown of the Orchard Vista streetscape inside loop and outside loop. 

 
 The cost to complete the sidewalk on both sides of the road was estimated at $725,000.  

Fishbeck Thompson provided the following information concerning each loop: 
 

1. Inside Loop:  $400,000 (some sidewalk completed around Sunrise); and 
2. Outside Loop:  $452,812.50. 

  
 These are construction costs at $143.75 a foot.  Project costs add another 25% for 

contingency and engineering. 
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 Additionally, bidding time frame and flexibility on when the work is done pay a big part 

in the bids.  Director Korhorn stated that if we want to do some of this work next year, 
we should get going very soon so we can bid in the winter and give the contractors a 
window to do their work. 

 
 Discussion followed consisting mostly of the cost, and whether the DDA can afford it 

because some of the DDA budget will go to the bus line.  Member Puplava stated that 
she is on the committee regarding the bus line and that that is in a holding pattern at 
the moment and nothing has been decided.  It was agreed that the outside loop made 
more sense.  It was thought that the difference in the cost of the outside would be quite 
a bit higher than the inside, and maybe it should be looked into more closely to be sure 
there were not any surprises that would make the cost go up unexpectedly. 

 
 Motion was made by Member Puplava to move forward with the surveying and 

engineering for the outside loop.  Supported by Member Kingsland.  
 Motion carried 6-0. 
 
ARTICLE 6. Discuss Metal Fence on Cascade Road 
 
 Director Korhorn stated that the property owner at 6883 Cascade Road contacted her 

with regards to the metal fence located along his property frontage.  The tenants in the 
building would like the fence removed.  The same fence is on the South (or West) side of 
Cascade Road through the village.  The fence was installed back in the late 90’s or early 
2000’s as a way to create more of a “village” ambiance in the area.  A few years ago, the 
fence near Bridal Elegance was hit by a car and damaged.  Maintenance wise, the fence 
is in rough shape, paint chipping, plants that grow seasonally and look terrible the rest 
of the year.  

 
 Discussion followed concerning interference with signs, decrepit look, different types of 

fencing to replace, taking it out completely and doing nothing, taking out both sides of 
fence vs. just one side and who would do the work. 

 
 Motion was made by Member Puplava to get an estimate/quote to take out the fence 

with suggestions and a rendering of what would replace it.  Supported by Member 
Kingsland.  Motion carried 6-0. 

  
ARTICLE 7. Discuss Bus Funding 
 
 Director Korhorn reminded the Board that the Township Manager came to the DDA 

meeting in November of 2016 and made a presentation concerning the 3-year pilot 
program of the line haul bus service on 28th Street through The Rapid.  The Township 
Finance Committee was interested in the DDA incurring a larger share of the cost of the 
service.  The initial agreement was that the Township General Fund would cover 75% of 
the cost of the service and the DDA would cover 25% of the service.  Given the 
documented benefit of the service to the businesses of the DDA, the Finance Committee 
is now recommending the DDA cover 75% of the cost of the service and the Township 
General Fund cover 25% of the cost. 
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 At that meeting, it was suggested that an ad hoc committee be put together consisting 

of the DDA Board and the Township Board to discuss the benefits of the service and 
options for funding.  The bus committee has met a few times to begin the conversation.   

 
 Director Korhorn recommended that this discussion be tabled for now considering she 

was not able to get all of the additional information from the bus committee she was 
intending to bring to the Board so a discussion could begin. 

 
 A brief discussion was held regarding ridership and cost. 
 
 Motion was made by Member Rowland to table the discussion of the DDA’s cost of 

the service until such time that more information is presented.  Supported by Member 
Puplava.  Motion carried 6-0. 

 
ARTICLE 8. Any Other Business 
 

a. Update on Planning Activities 
b. DDA Marketing Plan Meeting – August 25 @ 10:00 a.m.  

 
ARTICLE 9. Adjournment. 
 

Motion was made by Member Rowland to adjourn.  Supported by Member Kingsland. 
Motion carried 6 to 0.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:20 p.m.                 
             

             
Respectfully submitted, 
Diana Kingsland, Secretary 





































































































































































NEW BUSINESS 

 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMORANDUM 

To:   Cascade Charter Township Board 

From:   Sandra Korhorn, DDA/Economic Development Director  
Subject: Consider Approval of Resolutions for Tris4Health to close public 

streets for Triathlon on June 10, 2018 
 
Meeting Date: October 25, 2017 
  

Tris4Health would like to hold their triathlon event on Sunday, June 10, 2018.  While 
the majority of the event would take place in Ada Township to the east (Lowell 
Township, Ionia County); the running event of the triathlon will occur in Cascade. 

Tris4Health is offering 3 levels to complete in – the Sprint, Olympic and Half-Iron.  
The transition area is in Ada Township on Buttrick Avenue from Thornapple River Drive 
to Ada Park.  This area is where the competitors will begin and end each event.   

Attached are seven resolutions regarding road closures on Thornapple River Dr., 
Grachen, Mt Ash, Hurley, Peace Streets, Orange Ave and Shagbark from 4:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m.  

Maps (along with further information) are included in the packet for your review.  
Representatives from Tris4Health will be at the meeting to answer questions. 

 

 

 



 

Cascade Charter Township 
Kent County, Michigan 

Resolution #  of 2017 
 
 

The Cascade Charter Township Board Hereby Resolves:  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health, LLC would like to hold a Triathlon on Sunday, June 10, 2018; and 
 
 Whereas, they will need to close Grachen Street from approximately 4:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.; and 
 
Whereas, Grachen Street is a local street; and  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health is working with the Kent County Road Commission and Kent County 

Sheriff Department regarding this request.  
 
Therefore Be It Resolved, the Cascade Charter Township Board hereby approves the request for 

the street closure on June 10, 2018 from 4:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 
Be It Further Resolved, that the Cascade Township Board hereby directs the Clerk to forward 

this request to the Kent County Road Commission for the necessary permit.  
 

The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member , supported by Board Member . The 
roll call vote being as follows: 

 
YEAS:  
NAYS:  
ABSENT:  
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
 
             
       Susan Slater 
       Township Clerk 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the above to a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Cascade Charter 
Township Board at a regular meeting held at the Wisner Center on the 25th day of October, 2017, at 
7:00 p.m., pursuant to the required statutory procedures. 

 
October 25, 2017    By        
       Susan Slater     
       Township Clerk 
 

 



 

 
Cascade Charter Township 

Kent County, Michigan 
Resolution #  of 2017 

 
 

The Cascade Charter Township Board Hereby Resolves:  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health, LLC would like to hold a Triathlon on Sunday, June 10, 2018; and 
 
 Whereas, they will need to close Mountain Ash Street from approximately 4:00 a.m. – 6:00 
p.m.; and 
 
Whereas, Mountain Ash Street is a local street; and  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health is working with the Kent County Road Commission and Kent County 

Sheriff Department regarding this request.  
 
Therefore Be It Resolved, the Cascade Charter Township Board hereby approves the request for 

the street closure on June 10, 2018 from 4:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 
Be It Further Resolved, that the Cascade Township Board hereby directs the Clerk to forward 

this request to the Kent County Road Commission for the necessary permit.  
 

The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member , supported by Board Member. The 
roll call vote being as follows: 

 
YEAS:  
NAYS:  
ABSENT:  
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
             
       Susan Slater 
       Township Clerk 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the above to a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Cascade Charter 
Township Board at a regular meeting held at the Wisner Center on the 25th day of October, 2017 at 
7:00 p.m., pursuant to the required statutory procedures. 

 

Dated: October 25, 2017  By         
      Susan Slater      
      Township Clerk 
 



 

 
Cascade Charter Township 

Kent County, Michigan 
Resolution #  of 2017 

 
 

The Cascade Charter Township Board Hereby Resolves:  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health, LLC would like to hold a Triathlon on Sunday, June 10, 2018; and 
 
 Whereas, they will need to close Hurley Street from approximately 4:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.; and 
 
Whereas, Hurley Street is a local street; and  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health is working with the Kent County Road Commission and Kent County 

Sheriff Department regarding this request.  
 
Therefore Be It Resolved, the Cascade Charter Township Board hereby approves the request for 

the street closure on June 10, 2018 from 4:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 
Be It Further Resolved, that the Cascade Township Board hereby directs the Clerk to forward 

this request to the Kent County Road Commission for the necessary permit.  
 

The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member , supported by Board Member . The 
roll call vote being as follows: 

 
YEAS:  
NAYS:  
ABSENT:  
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
             
       Susan Slater 
       Township Clerk 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the above to a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Cascade Charter 
Township Board at a regular meeting held at the Wisner Center on the 25th day of October, 2017, at 
7:00 p.m., pursuant to the required statutory procedures. 

 

Dated: October 25, 2017  By         
      Susan Slater      
      Township Clerk 
 



 

Cascade Charter Township 
Kent County, Michigan 

Resolution #  of 2017 
 
 

The Cascade Charter Township Board Hereby Resolves:  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health, LLC would like to hold a Triathlon on Sunday, June 10, 2018; and 
 
 Whereas, they will need to close Peace Street from approximately 4:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.; and 
 
Whereas, Peace Street is a local street; and  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health is working with the Kent County Road Commission and Kent County 

Sheriff Department regarding this request.  
 
Therefore Be It Resolved, the Cascade Charter Township Board hereby approves the request for 

the street closure on June 10, 2018 from 4:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 
Be It Further Resolved, that the Cascade Township Board hereby directs the Clerk to forward 

this request to the Kent County Road Commission for the necessary permit.  
 

The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member , supported by Board Member . The 
roll call vote being as follows: 

 
YEAS:  
NAYS:  
ABSENT:  
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
             
       Susan Slater 
       Township Clerk 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the above to a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Cascade Charter 
Township Board at a regular meeting held at the Wisner Center on the 25th day of October, 2017, at 
7:00 p.m., pursuant to the required statutory procedures. 

 

Dated: October 25, 2017  By         
      Susan Slater      
      Township Clerk 
 

 



 

 
Cascade Charter Township 

Kent County, Michigan 
Resolution #  of 2017 

 
 

The Cascade Charter Township Board Hereby Resolves:  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health, LLC would like to hold a Triathlon on Sunday, June 10, 2018; and 
 
 Whereas, they will need to close Orange Ave from approximately 4:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.; and 
 
Whereas, Orange Ave is a local street; and  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health is working with the Kent County Road Commission and Kent County 

Sheriff Department regarding this request.  
 
Therefore Be It Resolved, the Cascade Charter Township Board hereby approves the request for 

the street closure on June 10, 2018 from 4:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 
Be It Further Resolved, that the Cascade Township Board hereby directs the Clerk to forward 

this request to the Kent County Road Commission for the necessary permit.  
 

The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member, supported by Board Member. The 
roll call vote being as follows: 

 
YEAS:   
NAYS:  
ABSENT:  
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
             
       Susan Slater 
       Township Clerk 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the above to a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Cascade Charter 
Township Board at a regular meeting held at the Wisner Center on the 25th day of October, 2017, at 
7:00 p.m., pursuant to the required statutory procedures. 

 

Dated: October 25, 2017  By         
      Susan Slater      
      Township Clerk 
 



 

Cascade Charter Township 
Kent County, Michigan 

Resolution #  of 2017 
 
 

The Cascade Charter Township Board Hereby Resolves: 
 
Whereas, Tris4Health, LLC would like to hold a Triathlon on Sunday, June 10, 2018; and 
 
 Whereas, they will need to close Thornapple River Drive from Cascade Rd. to Storeybook Ln 
from approximately 4:00 a.m. – 6:00p.m.; and 
 
Whereas, Thornapple River Drive is a primary street; and  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health is working with the Kent County Road Commission and Kent County 

Sheriff Department regarding this request.  
 
Therefore Be It Resolved, the Cascade Charter Township Board hereby approves the request for 

the street closure on June 10, 2018 from 4:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 
Be It Further Resolved, that the Cascade Township Board hereby directs the Clerk to forward 

this request to the Kent County Road Commission for the necessary permit.  
 

The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member , supported by Board Member . The 
roll call vote being as follows: 

 
YEAS:   
NAYS:  
ABSENT:  
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
             
       Susan Slater     
       Township Clerk 
 

CERTIFICATION 
I hereby certify the above to a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Cascade Charter 

Township Board at a regular meeting held at the Wisner Center on the 25th day of October, 2017 at 
7:00 p.m., pursuant to the required statutory procedures. 

 

Dated: October 25, 2017  By         
      Susan Slater      
      Township Clerk 
 
 



 

 
Cascade Charter Township 

Kent County, Michigan 
Resolution #  of 2017 

 
 

The Cascade Charter Township Board Hereby Resolves:  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health, LLC would like to hold a Triathlon on Sunday, June 10, 2018; and 
 
 Whereas, they will need to close Shagbark Ave. from approximately 4:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m.; and 
 
Whereas, Shagbark Ave is a local street; and  
 
Whereas, Tris4Health is working with the Kent County Road Commission and Kent County 

Sheriff Department regarding this request.  
 
Therefore Be It Resolved, the Cascade Charter Township Board hereby approves the request for 

the street closure on June 10, 2018 from 4:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 
Be It Further Resolved, that the Cascade Township Board hereby directs the Clerk to forward 

this request to the Kent County Road Commission for the necessary permit.  
 

The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member , supported by Board Member . The 
roll call vote being as follows: 

 
YEAS:  
NAYS:  
ABSENT:  
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
             
       Susan Slater 
       Township Clerk 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the above to a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Cascade Charter 
Township Board at a regular meeting held at the Wisner Center on the 25th day of October, 2017 at 
7:00 p.m., pursuant to the required statutory procedures. 

 

Dated: October 25, 2017  By         
      Susan Slater      
      Township Clerk 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

GRAND RAPIDS  
TRIATHLON 

 JUNE 10, 2018  
Cascade Township, MI 

 

 
 

A portion of all proceeds will benefit: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Wishes are more than just a nice thing 

A wish experience can be a game-changer for a child with a life-threatening medical condition. 

This one belief guides us in everything we do at Make-A-Wish®. It inspires us to grant wishes that change the lives of the kids we serve. It compels us to 
be creative in exceeding the expectations of every wish kid. It drives us to make our donated resources go as far as possible. 

Most of all, it's the founding principle of our vision to grant the wish of every eligible child. 

Wishes are more than just a nice thing. And they are far more than gifts, or singular events in time. Wishes impact everyone involved - wish kids, 
volunteers, donors, sponsors, medical professionals and communities. The impact varies. For wish kids, just the act of making their wish come true can 
give them the courage to comply with their medical treatments. Parents might finally feel like they can be optimistic. And still others might realize all 

they have to offer the world through volunteer work or philanthropy. 

Whatever the odds, whatever the obstacles ... wishes find a way to make the world better. 

 



GRAND RAPIDS TRIATHLON 
 

 
 

INTRODUCTION  
 
Thank you for considering approval of the Grand Rapids 2017 Triathlon.  
 
 
Who we are – Tris4Health, LLC 
 
We are a group of triathletes who are passionate about growing our community healthy. The owners of Tris4Health, LLC are: Andrew 
Vidro (President) and Ann Vidro (Treasurer and Secretary). As we ourselves have progressed in the triathlon sport and as triathlon 
participation continues to hit all-time highs across the country, we felt it was time to bring a USAT Sanctioned Sprint, Olympic and Half-
Iron to Cascade and Ada MI. There are no other events at this caliber in the area. We feel this event will not only bring top athletes from 
across the country it will also encourage the beginner athlete to participate by providing training classes and mentors. 
 
 
What the Grand Rapids Triathlon is:  
 
This triathlon event is a chance for athletes of all skill levels to compete on a scenic riverside course, perfect for the novice through the 
seasoned triathlete. This USA Triathlon sanctioned event promises heart pounding excitement from start to the finish. We will offer 
three events: Sprint, Olympic and Half-Iron. In addition, there will be a kid’s triathlon. 
 

 
BENEFITS 

 
Give back to the community. A portion of all proceeds will be donated to: Kids Food Basket. Kids’ Food Basket is a force for 
"Attacking Childhood Hunger in greater Grand Rapids." We began over nine years ago by serving 125 kids each school day through 
our Sack Supper program and now serve over 4,800 kids each day. Sack Suppers are evening meals that provide 1000 calories and 
five food groups—nutrition that’s critical to the development of kids’ brains and bodies 
 
Be involved with one of the fastest growing sports in the country. The general excitement for the sport of triathlon received a 
boost of popularity when triathlon debuted at the 2000 Olympic Games in Sydney, Australia. It is estimated that approximately 150,000 
people participate in multi-sport in the United States each year. And the numbers continue to grow! 
 
Positions Cascade/ Ada with a healthy lifestyle and lifelong fitness associated with swimming, biking and running. Like no 
other, the sports of swimming, biking and running embrace the concepts of maintaining a healthy and active lifestyle. You can often see 
participants at local races that range in age from 10-85 years old! All three sports require aerobic power, excellent endurance and 
tactical thinking.  
 

REQUEST 
 
We are requesting approval of the following: 

1.) To hold this annual event in the Cascade Township on June 10th, 2018 and for years to come.  
2.) Attached are maps of the course, suggested parking areas and street closings. The transition area will be the only area where 

the streets will need to be completely closed. The run and bike routes will be on the side of the road and will not require any 
re-routing of traffic.  

3.) Specific road closures and times: Run portion of the Triathlon 
a. Run: Thornapple River Drive closed  from Township line (north) to Cascade Rd. Hours of closure is from 4am to 6pm 
b. Run: Grachen St and Mountain Ash St from 4 am to 6pm 
c. Run Turnaround: Orange Ave SE closed from 4am to 6pm 
d. Run: Hurley St will be closed 4am to 6pm 
e. Run: Peace St will be closed 4am to 6pm 
f. Run: Shagbark Ave will be closed 4am to 6pm 

 
4.) We request a letter from the Township of Cascade stating the above has been approved. 

 
Tris4Health will have Cascade Township as an additional insured. We will also send out a mailer to all of the residents that live on the 
run course. One week prior to the race we will place 3 changeable message signs in Cascade and Ada.  
 
 
 
 

 



 

Andy Vidro 

Andy’s role with Tri4Health is President. 

Andy is responsible for handling the technical side of the race ensuring all details are followed and sanctioning rules are adhered to. He 
also oversees all operations of the race. 

Andy owns and operates Vidro Property Services LLC.  

Andy has always enjoyed organized sports, 5k’s, 10k’s and half-marathons. Since entering the triathlon world, he has taken home 
several wins in the Clydesdale Division.  

Ann Vidro, CPA 

Ann’s role with Tri4Health is Secretary and Treasurer.  

Ann has been a resident of West Michigan for over 20 years and is a consultant (and owner) in several small businesses in the Grand 
Rapids area. She enjoys giving back to the community in many ways including holding the position of Treasurer for Grand Rapids 
Initiative for Leaders and leading a weekly bible study group for women. 

Ann has been participating in organized races since 1996 and joined the triathlon world ten years ago.  

 

 



Helping to support:



Wishes are more than just a nice thing
A wish experience can be a game-changer for a child with a life-threatening medical condition.

This one belief guides us in everything we do at Make-A-Wish®. It inspires us to grant wishes that change the 
lives of the kids we serve. It compels us to be creative in exceeding the expectations of every wish kid. It drives 

us to make our donated resources go as far as possible.

Most of all, it's the founding principle of our vision to grant the wish of every eligible child.
Wishes are more than just a nice thing. And they are far more than gifts, or singular events in time. Wishes 

impact everyone involved - wish kids, volunteers, donors, sponsors, medical professionals and communities. 
The impact varies. For wish kids, just the act of making their wish come true can give them the courage to 
comply with their medical treatments. Parents might finally feel like they can be optimistic. And still others 

might realize all they have to offer the world through volunteer work or philanthropy.

Whatever the odds, whatever the obstacles ... wishes find a way to make the world better.



Grand Rapids Triathlon

Ada / Cascade MI
June 10, 2018

Triathlon Participation, Growth Trends and Demographics
(updated July 2010 from USAT Website)

Triathlon participation in the United States is at an all-time high, following unprecedented growth over the 
past decade. USA Triathlon can easily track the surge through its membership numbers, which approached 

133,000 annual members in March 2010. To put that into perspective, annual membership hovered between 
15,000 and 21,000 from 1993-2000.

At the end of 1999, annual membership stood at 19,060. Those numbers had more than doubled to 40,299 
by the end of 2002 and doubled again to 84,787 by the end of 2006. Much of the growth in 2006 could be 
owed to mandatory youth memberships, but adult memberships still soared at a 15 percent rate over the 

previous year. The growth during 2007 continued at close to a 16 percent rate, bringing membership to 
100,674.

After rising to 107,231 at the end of 2008, annual membership jumped nearly 20 percent to 128,653 to close 
2009.

Additionally, 312,489 one-day memberships to compete in USAT sanctioned events were purchased in 2009, 
growing from just over 100,000 in 2000.



Grand Rapids Triathlon

Cascade MI
June 10, 2018

Cascade Township Road Closures

Thornapple River Dr from Ada Township Line South to Cascade Rd

•4am to 6pm

Grachen St and Mountain Ash St 

•4am to 6pm

Orange St from Cascade Rd North

• 4am to 6pm

Peace St , Hurley St, and Shagbark

•4am to 6pm



Grand Rapids Triathlon
Race  Timeline 

• Notify Residents – Have race information in Township Newsletter to residents

• Friday June 1, 2018 – Setup  3 Changeable message signed on Thronapple River Dr - 2 and Buttrick Ave – 1 

• Transition Setup on June 9th at 5pm. Transition is on Buttrick Ave

• Setup Road Closures signage on Run Course. Road Closure on Thornapple River Dr, Grachen St, Mountain Ash St 
Orange, and Hurley at 4am on June 18th

• Transition Area Opens – 5:15 – 7:45 am
Course Meeting @ 6:45

• Race Start Times:
Half Iron – 7:00 am
Olympic – 7:45 am
Sprint – 8:30 am

• Half Iron Cutoff Times: 
Swim – 9:15 am
Bike – 12:00 pm
Run – 3:15 pm

• Road Opens at 6:00 pm



Athlete Drop Off

Key
Road Closure
Traffic Direction
Drop Off
People Path



Main Location for Race

Key
People Path
Road Closed
Finish line
Hot Spot



Transition Area and Finish line

Sprint

Olympic

½ Iron

Key

Transition Fence

Bike In/Out
Run In/Out
Finish Line



Swim
Sprint – 600 meters

Olympic – 1500 meters
½ Iron – 1.2 miles

Sprint

Olympic

½ Iron



Bike – Olympic and Sprint 
40K and 20K

Bike - Start and Finish

Bike Turn Around

20K Bike 40K Bike



Bike – ½ Iron 56 Miles

Bike - Start and Finish



Run – Olympic and Sprint 
10K 5K

Sprint Turn Around

Olympic Turn Around

Run – Start and Finish



Run – ½ Iron 13.1 Miles
Double Loop

Run - Start and Finish

Run -Turn Around Points
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