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AGENDA 
CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

7:00 P.M. 
Cascade Branch of the Kent District Library, Wisner Center 

2870 Jacksmith, S.E. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Article 1. Call to Order, Roll Call 
 
Article 2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
Article 3. Approval of Agenda 
 
Article 4. Presentations 
 
Article 5. Public Comments-Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a public 

hearing. (limit comments to 3 minutes)  
  

Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 
a. Receive and File Various Meeting Minutes 

1.     Regular Township Board Meeting Minutes June 27 and July 11,  
2018. 

2. Planning Commission Meeting Minutes for June 11, 2018. 
3. Zoning Board of Appeals Meeting Minutes for June 12, 2018. 

b. Receive and File Reports 
 1. Building Department Monthly Report for June, 2018. 
c. Education Requests 

1.  Jeff Biegalle/Dan Heyer – Mechanical and Plumbing Inspectors’ 
Association Fall Conference – September 20-21, 2018 – Clare, 
MI. 

2. Brian Wilson – ICC Annual Conference – October 21-25, 2018 – 
Richmond, VA. 

3. Steve Peterson/Stephanie Fast/Lisa Krieter – State Planning 
Conference – September 19-22, 2018, Grand Rapids, MI. 

  
Article 7. Financial Actions 
 
Article 8.           Unfinished Business  
 
Article 9. New Business 

056-2018 Consider the Approval of a Resolution to Place the Pathway 
Millage Renewal on the November General Election Ballot. 
(roll call) 

  

Expected Meeting Procedures 
 
1.     During public comments you may speak on any item 
        not noted on the agenda for a public hearing.       
2.     Please limit comments to 3 minutes per person and  
        the Board may or may not choose to respond. 
3.     Please limit your comments to a specific issue. 
4.     Please turn OFF cellular phones. 
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057-2018 Consider Approval of Financial Support for the Escanaba vs. 

Menards “Dark Store Theory” Tax Tribunal Case. 
 

Article 10. Public Comments – Any comments...whether it is on the Agenda or not. 
(limit comments to 3 minutes) 

 
Article 11. Manager Comments 
 
Article 12.       Board Member Comments 
 
Article 13. Adjournment 
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MINUTES OF THE  
CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
Wednesday, June 27, 2018 

7:00 P.M. 
 
Article 1. Supervisor Beahan called the meeting to order. 
  Present:  Supervisor Beahan, Clerk Slater, Treasurer Peirce, Trustees Koessel,  
                             Shipley, McDonald and Lewis. 
  Also Present:  Manager Swayze and those listed in Supplement #1. 
 
Article 2. Supervisor Beahan led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
Article 3. Motion was made by Trustee Lewis and supported by Trustee Shipley to approve 

the Agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Article 4. Presentations 
 
Article 5. Public Comments-Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a public 

hearing. (limit comments to 3 minutes)  
  

Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 
a. Receive and File Various Meeting Minutes 

1. Regular Township Board Minutes for 06/13/18. 
2. Regular Planning Commission Board Minutes for 5/14/18. 
3. Regular Zoning Board of Appeals Board Minutes for 3/13/18. 

b. Education Requests 
1.  James Walker – Michigan Fire Service Instructor II Course – 

September 7,8,9,22,23, 2018, Alpena, Michigan. 
  c. Receive and File Communications 

1. Letter from Neighboring Community Leaders to Grand Rapids 
City Commission – re:  Medical Marijuana Ordinance Buffer. 

Motion was made by Trustee Koessel and supported by Trustee McDonald to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Article 7. Financial Actions 

a. Consider Approval of May, 2018 Payables, Payroll and Transfers. 
Motion was made by Trustee Koessel and supported by Treasurer Peirce to 
approve the May, 2018 Payables, Payroll and Transfers.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

b. Consider Approval of May, 2018 Pre-Audit General/Special Funds. 
Motion was made by Trustee Lewis and supported by Trustee McDonald to 
approve the May, 2018 Pre-Audit General/Special Funds.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
Article 8.           Unfinished Business  
 
Article 9. New Business 

049-2018 Consider Acceptance of FY 2017 Audit and Comprehensive 
Annual Financial Report. 

 Peter Haefner from Vredeveld Haefner LLC was present to 
review the financial condition of the Township with the Board. 

 Motion was made by Trustee Koessel and supported by 
Treasurer Peirce to Accept the FY 2017 Audit and 
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Comprehensive Annual Financial Report.  Motion carried 
unanimously.  

 
050-2018 Consider Approval of Resolution to Provide a Deferment 

From Summer Taxes Without Penalty for Certain 
Taxpayers.   

 Motion was made by Trustee Shipley and supported by Trustee 
McDonald to Approve the Resolution to Provide a Deferment 
from Summer Taxes without Penalty for Certain Taxpayers.  
Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

  
051-2018 Consider Approval of Resolution to Exercise Right of First 

Refusal to Purchase Tax Foreclosed Property at 5015 28th St., 
S.E.  

 Manager Swayze reviewed the proposed purchase of the tax 
foreclosed property at 5015 28th St.  Discussion followed.  
Motion was made by Trustee McDonald and supported by 
Trustee Lewis to approve the Resolution to Exercise Right of 
First Refusal to Purchase Tax Foreclosed Property at 5015 28th 
St., S.E.   Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

 
Article 10. Public Comments – Any comments...whether it is on the Agenda or not. 

(limit comments to 3 minutes) 
Scott Noto, 2371 Pheasant Ave., Walker, MI was present to introduce himself to 
the Board as a candidate for Circuit Court Judge of Kent County. 
Deputy Ryan Roe with Kent County Sheriff’s Department was present to update 
the Board on happenings in Cascade.   
 

Article 11. Manager Comments 
  Manager Swayze offered the following comments: 

 We did our Gypsy Moth spraying earlier this month…reports says it was 
80% effective. 

 Putting together some information regarding the Manager’s role in the 
new Ordinance passed addressing Water and Sewer connection fees. 

 Mildred is retiring this week. 
 

Article 12.       Board Member Comments 
  Trustee McDonald offered the following comments: 

 Talked about Burton Park…Fowling Center. 
Trustee Lewis offered the following comments: 

 Surprised that our “horn” wasn’t tooted a little louder on our financial 
statements.   

Trustee Koessel offered the following comments: 
 Shared comments from auditors… 

Trustee Shipley offered the following comments: 
 Again thanked audience for attending. 

Supervisor Beahan offered the following comments: 
 Reminded everyone of the 4th of July Celebration. 

 
Article 13. Adjournment 

Motion was made by Treasurer Peirce and supported by Trustee Shipley to 
adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:36 p.m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
Denise M. Biegalle 
Deputy Clerk  
 

Approved by: 
 
 
     _________________________________ 
     Susan B. Slater, Clerk 
 
 
     _________________________________ 
     Robert S. Beahan, Supervisor 
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MINUTES OF THE 
CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
Wednesday, July 11, 2018 

7:00 P.M. 
 
Article 1. Supervisor Beahan called the meeting to order. 
  Present:  Supervisor Beahan, Clerk Slater, Treasurer Peirce, Trustees Koessel,  
 Shipley, Lewis and McDonald. 
                          Absent:    None 
                          Also Present:  Manager Swayze and those listed in Supplement #1. 
 
Article 2. Supervisor Beahan led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
Article 3. Motion was made by Trustee Lewis and supported by Trustee Shipley to approve 

the Agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Article 4. Presentations 

a. Voters Not Politicians representative Hugh Hefnagel – Presentation on 
November Ballot Proposal to Create an Independent Redistricting 
Commission. 
Mr. Hefnagel presented a power point on an Item that will be on the 
November Ballot regarding redistricting. 

 
Article 5. Public Comments-Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a public 

hearing. (limit comments to 3 minutes)  
  
Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 

a. Receive and File Communication 
 1. Notice from Michigan Public Service Commission   
 2. Notice from Michigan Public Service Commission 
b. Education Requests 

1.  John Makuch – Fire and Emergency Service Administration – 
Waldorf University 

Motion was made by Trustee Koessel and supported by Trustee Shipley to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
  

Article 7. Financial Actions 
a. Consider Approval of June 2018 General and Special Fund Financial Reports 

Motion was made by Trustee Koessel and supported by Treasurer Peirce to 
approve the June 2018 General and Special Fund Financial Reports.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 

b. Consider Approval of Pay Application #1 - 60th Street Watermain. 
Motion was made by Trustee McDonald and supported by Trustee Lewis to 
approve the Pay Application #1 - 60th Street Watermain.  Discussion 
followed.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Article 8.           Unfinished Business  
 
Article 9. New Business 

052-2018 Consider Approval of a Bid to Replace Medic 7 in the Fire 
Department. 

 Manager Swayze reviewed the request from the Fire Chief.  
Motion was made by Trustee Koessel and supported by Trustee 
Shipley to approve the Purchase of a 2018 Chevrolet Silverado 
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Crew Cab pick-up truck from Berger Chevrolet in the amount of 
$33,966.00 to replace Medic 7 in the Fire Department.  Motion 
carried unanimously.  

 
053-2018 Consider Approval of 5 Year Extension of the AT&T 

METRO Act Permit 
 Manager Swayze reviewed the permit with the Board.  Motion 

was made by Trustee McDonald and supported by Trustee 
Shipley to approve the 5 year Extension of the AT&T METRO 
Act Permit.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
054-2018 Consider Approval of the Second Amendment to 

Communication Tower Site Lease Agreement with GTP 
Acquisition Partners II, LLC for the Thornhills Cell Tower. 

 Manager Swayze reviewed the Agreement with the Board.  
Motion was made by Trustee Koessel and supported by Trustee 
Shipley to approve the Second Amendment to Communication 
Tower Site Lease Agreement with GTP Acquisition Partners II, 
LLC for the Thornhills Cell Tower.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
055-2018 Consider Setting a Public Hearing for the Proposed 

Ordinance to Adopt the 2018 Property Maintenance Code. 
 Motion was made by Trustee McDonald and supported by 

Trustee Lewis to set a public hearing for the proposed Ordinance 
to adopt the 2018 Property Maintenance Code to be scheduled 
for the regular Board meeting on August 8.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
Article 10. Public Comments – Any comments...whether it is on the Agenda or not. 

(limit comments to 3 minutes) 
   
Article 11. Manager Comments 
  Manager Swayze offered the following comments: 

 Thanked everyone who was involved in the 4th of July Celebration. 
 

Article 12.       Board Member Comments 
  Trustee Shipley offered the following comments: 

 As always…thanked audience for coming to meeting. 
Trustee Koessel offered the following comments: 

 Thanks for a great job for the 4th of July Celebration.  Maybe we need to 
consider starting the parade a little sooner than 10:30 a.m. 

 
Article 13. Adjournment 

Motion was made by Trustee Peirce and supported by Trustee Shipley to adjourn.  
Motion carried unanimously. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:57 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Denise M. Biegalle 
Deputy Clerk  
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Approved by: 
 
 
     _________________________________ 
     Susan B. Slater, Clerk 
 
 
     _________________________________ 
     Robert S. Beahan, Supervisor 
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MINUTES 
Cascade Charter Township 

 Planning Commission 
Monday, June 11, 2018 

7:00 P.M. 
 

ARTICLE 1.    Chairman Sperla called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 Members Present:  Johnson, Krieter, Lewis, Noordyke, Pennington, Rissi and Sperla 
 Members Absent:  Katsma and Robinson 
 Others Present:  Community Development Director, Steve Peterson and those listed on 

the sign in sheet. 
 
ARTICLE 2. Pledge of Allegiance.           
 
ARTICLE 3. Approve the current Agenda. 
                                                          
 Motion was made by Member Rissi to approve the Agenda.   Supported by Member 

Lewis.  Motion carried 7 to 0.  
 
ARTICLE 4. Approve the Minutes of the May 14, 2018 meeting. 
 

Motion was made by Member Johnson to approve the minutes of May 14, 2018.  
Supported by Member Noordyke.  Motion carried 7 to 0. 

 
ARTICLE 5. Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak to non-agenda items.  
 
 No visitors came forward. 
  
ARTICLE 6. Case #18:3460 Courtney Blostein 
 Public Hearing 
 Property Address: 7336 Sheffield Drive 
 Requested Action: The Applicant is requesting a Type I special use permit to all a 6 feet 

tall fence in the front yard 
 
 Director Peterson stated that Applicant is requesting permission to build a fence that 

would be 6 feet tall in the front yard.  That is higher than the 4 feet limit for fences in 
front yards.  The parcel in this case is a corner lot and essentially has a front yard almost 
around the entire home because of its irregular shape.  Applicant wants to put the fence 
on the property lines in the back of the house to use mostly for privacy purposes. 

 
 Director Peterson visited the property and feels the taller fence would not create a 

traffic hazard, nor, according to the township fire chief, a fire hazard.  He recommends 
approval of the 6 feet tall fence in the front yard, as proposed.  

 
 Chairman Sperla invited the Applicant to come forward with any comments. 
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 Ms. Blostein came forward to briefly explain the need for the higher fence.  She 
explained that because of foot and vehicle traffic around the house, there is no privacy.  
The taller fence would provide that privacy.  She went on to say they will get a 
professional survey done to be sure they are placing the fence correctly. 

 
 Motion was made by Member Rissi to open public hearing.  Supported by Member 

Krieter.  Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
 Three neighbors did come forward to express their opposition to the fence.  One 

because of aesthetic reasons, one did not want the fence to extend all the way to 
Sheffield and one did not want the fence by his yard.  He is concerned about the 
maintenance outside of the fence of the perimeter of the fence.  He stated that the 
owners knew when purchasing the property that it may not have as much privacy as 
other lots afforded and should not put up a fence that would affect the surrounding 
neighbors in various ways. 

 
 Motion was made by Member Rissi to close public hearing.  Supported by Member 

Pennington.  Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
 The board was sympathetic to all of the neighbors surrounding this parcel, however, 

they took into consideration the fact that it is an odd shaped lot with virtually no 
privacy.  There was also the fact that, according to the township ordinance, Applicant 
was well within their right to have a 4 feet tall fence and another couple feet would not 
matter in their view. 

 
 Motion was made by Member Pennington to approve the Type I special use permit to 

allow a 6 feet tall fence in the front yard as proposed.  Supported by Member Krieter.  
Motion carried 7 to 0. 

 
ARTICLE 7. Case #18:3458 Green Castle/Fox Subaru 
 Public Hearing 
 Property Address:  6045 28th Street S.E. 
 Requested Action:  The Applicant is requesting to amend the existing PUD to allow for 

an addition to the existing dealership. 
 
 Director Peterson stated that Applicant is requesting Preliminary Plan Review in order to 

construct a 4,000 sq. ft. addition onto the existing building.  The amendment is required 
because the existing PUD had a limit of 20,000 sq. ft. for the building.  This addition 
would put them over that amount of space.  

 
 Applicant needs the addition to expand their service department and has also indicated 

that the storm water from the site will be addressed and improved to comply with the 
township ordinance. 

 
 Director Peterson recommends approval of the plan.  If approved, staff and applicant 

will create the P.U.D. ordinance amendments for the commission’s review so as to make 
a recommendation to the Township Board. 
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 Chairman Sperla invited the Applicant to come forward with any comment. 
 
 Mr. Ramey, Project Architect for Applicant, came forward to give a brief statement 

concerning the project and answer any questions the members may have. 
 
 Motion was made by Member Rissi to open public hearing.  Supported by Member 

Pennington.  Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
 No members of the public came forward with any comments on this matter. 
 
 Motion was made by Member Pennington to close public hearing.  Supported by 

Member Rissi.  Motion carried 7 to 0. 
 
 Motion was made by Member Rissi to approve Applicant’s request to amend the 

existing P.U.D. to allow for an addition to the existing dealership.  Supported by 
Member Johnson.  Motion carried 7 to 0. 

 
ARTICLE 8. Case #18-3419 Mark Tomasik 
 Property Address:  6759 Cascade Road 
 Requested Action:  The Applicant is requesting to amend P.U.D. 19 for revised site plan 

to accommodate the drive-thru coffee business for Starbucks, as well as sign changes for 
the P.U.D. 

 
 Director Peterson stated that Applicant is requesting Preliminary Plan approval in order 

to amend the Thornapple Centre P.U.D. to add a drive-thru coffee business at 6759 
Cascade Road and to amend the site plan to accommodate the change. 

  
 The change would essentially create two separate buildings, allowing for the drive-thru 

at the end of the building.  There will be some increased traffic around the building 
because of the drive-thru, however, it would be minimal to the surrounding public 
roads. 

 
 The Township Engineer has reviewed the site plan and determined no improvements 

are necessary to comply with the storm water ordinance.  
 
 The amendment would also include a slight change to the wall sign and the 

development entry signage.  The entry signage, as well as some interior directional 
signage, have been decided upon by all of the owners in the development. 

 
 Applicant will be required to install a sidewalk from the pathway along Cascade Road to 

the front of their sidewalk at the front of the building. 
 
 Chairman Sperla invited the Applicant to come forward with any comment. 
 
 Mr. Tomasik came forward and spoke briefly concerning the project and what it would 

bring to the development, noting that they have met with the other owners in the 
development to discuss maintenance issues and the future of the development. 
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 Motion was made by Member Rissi to approve the amendment to P.U.D. 19 for 
revised site plan to accommodate the drive-thru coffee business for Starbucks, as well 
as signage changes for the P.U.D.  Supported by Member Johnson.  Motion carried 7 
to 0. 

 
ARTICLE 9. Case #3463 Cascade Charter Township 
 Requested Action:  Discussion of possible Zoning Amendment related to short term tent 

sales/alcohol. 
 
 Director Peterson stated that there was a section in the ordinance that was outdated 

concerning no sale of alcohol for businesses who are having any sort of a tent sale.  
After general discussion, the members agreed to hold a public hearing to consider 
amending that ordinance taking out that section to allow businesses who have 
temporary tent sales would be allowed to serve alcohol. 

 
ARTICLE 10. Case #18:3462 Cascade Charter Township 
 Requested Action:  Discussion of possible Zoning Amendment for swimming pool 

fence/covers. 
 
 Director Peterson stated that with the advent of automatic pool covers being installed in 

the township, it would be prudent to amend the ordinances so that the zoning code and 
building code are consistent.  The members agreed and directed him to proceed with 
the amendment. 

 
ARTICE 11. Any other business 
 
ARTICLE 12. Adjournment 
 

Motion was made by Member Rissi to adjourn.  Supported by Member Krieter.  
Motion carried 7 to 0.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.                 
             

             
Respectfully submitted, 
Phil Johnson, Secretary  
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MINUTES 
Cascade Charter Township Zoning Board of Appeals 

Tuesday, June 12, 2018 
7:00 P.M. 

 
ARTICLE 1.         Chairman Berra called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 Members Present:  Berra, McDonald, Milliken, Pennington and Puplava 
 Members Absent:   Mead 
                             Others Present:  Community Development Director, Steve Peterson and those listed on 

the sign in sheet. 
 
ARTICLE 2.          Chairman Berra led the Pledge of Allegiance.           
 
ARTICLE 3.          Approve the Agenda. 

 
Motion was made by Member Milliken to approve the Agenda.   Supported by 
Member McDonald.  Motion carried 5 to 0.  
 

ARTICLE 4.         Approve the Minutes of the March 13, 2018 Meeting. 
         

Motion was made by Member Milliken to approve the Minutes of March 13, 2018.   
Supported by Member McDonald.  Motion carried 5 to 0.  
 

ARTICLE 5.          Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak to non-agenda items.  
 
 No visitors came forward.  
  
ARTICLE 6.          Case #18:3459 Stephan Tedhams 
 Public Hearing 
 Property Address:  6750 Burton St. S.E. 
 Requested Action:  The Applicant is requesting a variance to split and reconfigure the 

property with the neighbor. 
 
 Director Peterson stated that Applicant is requesting a variance to split and reconfigure 

his property to sell it to a neighbor.  The variance is necessary because the parcel is 
already smaller than what the zoning ordinance requires and the split would make it 
even smaller.  Applicant’s property would be about 3,300 sq. ft. smaller than is required. 
He would then transfer that 3,300 sq. ft. to his neighbor at 6760 Burton.   

 
 Director Peterson recommends approval of the variance.  If approved, the neighbors will 

need to complete the lot split/reconfirguration process by applying for a lot split 
through the township.  

 
 Chairman Berra invited the Applicant to come forward. 
 
 Applicant, Stephen Tedhams came forward to explain that he and his neighbor felt it 

was long overdue and it is what they both want.  
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 Motion was made by Member McDonald to open Public Hearing.  Supported by 
Member Pennington.  Motion carried 5 to 0. 

 
 No one came forward. 
 
 Motion was made by Member McDonald to close Public Hearing.  Supported by 

Member Puplava.  Motion carried 5 to 0. 
 
 Motion was made by Member McDonald to approve the variance to split and 

reconfigure 6750 Burton with 6760 Burton.  Supported by Member Puplava.  Motion 
carried 5 to 0.  

 
ARTICLE 7. Any other business. 
 
ARTICLE 8.        Adjournment                

   
Motion was made by Member Pennington to adjourn.   Supported by Member 
McDonald.  Motion carried 5 to 0.  Meeting adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 

 
           

            Respectfully submitted, 
                             Valerie Milliken, Secretary 
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