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AGENDA 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, May 11, 2022 

7:00 P.M. 

Wisner Center 

2870 Jacksmith Drive SE, Grand Rapids 49546 

 

Public may access the meeting via video conference software Zoom 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84602101239 

 

Meeting ID: 846 0210 1239 

By Phone: 1 312 626 6799 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article 1. Call to Order, Roll Call 

 

Article 2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 

 

Article 3. Approval of Agenda 

 

Article 4. Presentations  

a.  

  

Article 5. Public Comments - Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a public 

hearing. (Limit comments to 3 minutes)  

  

Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 

  a. Receive and File Minutes 

                                       1. Township Board – 4/27/2022 

  b. Receive and File Reports 

                                       1. Treasurer’s Department Report – March 2022 

2. Cascade Downtown Development Authority Annual Report – 2021 

3. Building Department Report – April 2022 

  c. Receive and File Education Requests 

                                       1. Todd Pell – NFPA Certified Fire Plan Examiner Class – Brighton, MI 

– June 13-16, 2022 

  d. Receive and File Communication  

                                       1.  

 

Article 7. Financial Actions 

a.  

Expected Meeting Procedures 

 
1.     During public comments you may speak on any item 

        not noted on the agenda for a public hearing.       

2.     Please limit comments to 3 minutes per person and  

        the Board may or may not choose to respond. 

3.     Please limit your comments to a specific issue. 

4.     Please turn OFF cellular phones. 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84602101239


 Township Board Agenda 

 May 11, 2022 

Page - 2 

 

 

Article 8.          Unfinished Business  

                           

Article 9. New Business 

 

030-2022 Consider Authorization to Proceed to Construction 

Document Phase for Fire Station #1 Project 

 

031-2022 Consider Establishment of the Cascade Township Pathway 

Committee I(Roll Call) 

 

032-2022 Consider Approval of the Township Engineer Position 

(formerly Director of Public Works) 

 

Article 10. Discussion 

1. Egypt Creek Landscaping Zoning Problem Update 

2. Worm Farm Zoning Problem Update 

 

Article 11.  Public Comments – Any comments...whether it is on the agenda or not. 

(Limit comments to 3 minutes) 

 

Article 12. Manager Comments 

 

Article 13. Board Member Comments 

 

Article 14.        Adjournment   
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MINUTES OF THE 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, April 27, 2022 

Wisner Center 

2870 Jacksmith Dr SE 

Grand Rapids, MI  49546 

AND 

Virtual Zoom Meeting 

7:00 P.M.        

HYBRID FORMAT                                     

                                                                                                                                                             
Article 1. Supervisor Lesperance called the meeting to order. 

Present:  Supervisor Lesperance, Clerk Slater, Treasurer Peirce, Trustees McDonald, 

Shipley and Noordhoek 

Absent: Trustee Koessel (excused) 

Also Present: Township Manager Swayze, Deputy Clerk Brott, and those listed in the 

Supplement 

 

Article 2. Supervisor Lesperance led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Article 3. Approval of Agenda 

Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee McDonald to approve the agenda with 

the addition of a Discussion item about tree and plant program and the removal of a 

Closed Session.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Article 4. Presentations  

  None 

 

Article 5. Public Comments-Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a public hearing. 

(limit comments to 3 minutes)   

              None 

 

Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 

  a.     Receive and File Minutes 

          1. Township Board – 4/13/2022 

  b.     Receive and File Reports                                                                   

          1.  Sabo PR First Quarter 2022 Report 

  c.     Receive and File Education Requests 

1.  Oxana Sourine – 2022 MMTA Advanced Institute – Midland, MI – May 15-18, 

2022 

2.  Jennifer Genter – IAAO Annual Conference – Boston, MA – Q August 28-31, 

2022 

3.  Holly Benedict – IAAO Annual Conference – Boston, MA – August 28-31, 2022 

  d.     Receive and File Communication  

1.  Liquor License Compliance Review – M&M Golf Properties, LLC 

Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee McDonald to approve the Consent 

Agenda.   Motion carried unanimously. 
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Article 7. Financial Actions                                                                                  
              None 
 

Article 8.          Unfinished Business  

027-2022    Consider Pathway Project and Crossing on Cascade Road between 

Kenrob and 36th Street 

Motion by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Clerk Slater to remove item from table.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

Considerable discussion. 

Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee Noordhoek to approve.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

                           

Article 9.          New Business 

028-2022    Consider Approval of the Township Stormwater Ordinance 

Clerk Slater advised that an address correction should be made on the draft ordinance. 

Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee McDonald to approve.  Motion carried 

unanimously by roll call vote. 

 

029-2022    Consider Modification to the PFAS Interim Water Solutions Project 

Motion by Trustee McDonald, seconded by Trustee Shipley to approve.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

 

Article 10.        Discussion 

1. Egypt Creek Landscaping Zoning Problem Update-Supervisor Lesperance requested 

that this issue be placed on the next meeting’s agenda.  Manager Swayze met with 

Supervisor Lesperance, Attorney Homier, and Planner Hilbrands to discuss ways to 

address the items against Township ordinances.  EGLE does not plan to address the 

wetlands issue at this time, so Attorney Homier is looking at what authority the 

Township has in this matter.  A cease-and-desist letter went out this week to the 

business owner.  Treasurer Peirce, Clerk Slater, and Supervisor Lesperance saw the 

property firsthand after the last meeting.  Supervisor Lesperance said that if the 

business has expanded the scope and use of the non-conforming use, it is a violation.  

Trustee Shipley would like to see the Township take swift action. 

2. Worm Farm Zoning Problem Update-The Township’s Attorney has issued a cease-

and-desist letter, and the business owner has agreed to stop their operation.  The 

Planning Commission formed a subcommittee to determine where the use can be 

allowed.  Planner Hilbrands is doing more research, as this is not something the 

Township has faced. 

3. Trustee Shipley would like to start a program in 2023 giving residents an opportunity 

to purchase quality trees and/or plants native to the area.  It was suggested that the 

Parks Committee and Pathways Committee be a starting point.  Other municipalities 

participate in similar programs that have been well received.  Manager Swayze 

suggested that the Township partner with Land Conservancy.  Trustee McDonald 

would like to see a citizen-led committee led by a staff member so as not to take 

away from the work of the Parks Committee. 

 

Article 11. Public Comments – Any comments...whether it is on the Agenda or not. (limit 

comments to 3 minutes) 
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1. Brian Holcomb-3415 Glenstone Ct-Thanked the Board for their attention to the 

problem with Egypt Creek Landscaping. 

2. Joe Gindzin-3420 Glenstone Ct-Re Egypt Creek Landscaping:  Appreciates those 

members of the Board who stopped by the neighborhood.  He wasn’t expecting such 

quick action. 

3. Wendy Sturm-2570 Hunter Green Ct-Re Worm Farm:  Asked for clarification.  Re 

Tree Purchasing Program:  Supports it and asked if a tax incentive could be given to 

participating businesses?   

4. Jeff Hughes-7250 Red Bud Lane-The Burton Park commitment is to protect the flora 

and fauna, per the ordinance.  If we have too many deer, they will overgraze and get 

rid of flora.  Invasive species will then take over.  Supports ideas by Trustee Shipley 

for a tree program.  He recently met a Kent County worker who collects the deer 

carcasses in the county; Thornapple River Drive is a busy area for him. 

5. Scot VanSolkema-2570 Orange Ct-He is glad to hear that the Township is taking 

steps to fix the Egypt Creek Landscaping issue.  He suggests that if tickets and 

citations do not work, perhaps Building & Grounds staff could clean it and put a lien 

on their taxes.  Is the Zoning Administrator position still available?  It is showing 

open on the website, but he received an email that the position has been filled.     

 

Article 12.        Closed Session 

                          Not needed. 

 

Article 13. Manager Comments 

1. On May 11, the Fire Department will hold an open house from 6PM-7PM.  This is an 

opportunity for the public to see the proposed project for Fire Station #1.  Postcards 

were sent to all residents. 

 

Article 13. Board Member Comments 

1. Trustee Shipley-Thanked all in attendance, both in person and virtually. 

2. Trustee McDonald-An ordinance was put in place 15 years ago for setbacks and 

landscaping requirements.  This is an opportunity for businesses to create attractive 

landscapes. 

3. Trustee Noordhoek-DDA could offer a program to businesses to plant more trees.  He 

asked about the refund to the police millage transfer.  Manager Swayze advised that it 

will happen on April 28.  It will be recorded as an expense of the 2022 budget. 

 

Article 14. Adjournment   

Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Clerk Slater to adjourn.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

                          Meeting adjourned at 8:04 pm.    

Krissi Brott 

Deputy Clerk     
Approved by: 
 

________________________________ 

Grace Lesperance, Supervisor 
 

     _________________________________ 

     Susan B. Slater, Clerk 







 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

 

 
 

 

Cascade Downtown Development Authority 

2021 Annual Report 

 

 

 
 

 



Treas-

StateSharePropTaxes@michigan.go TIF Plan Name

For Fiscal Years 

ending in

Issued pursuant to 2018 PA 57, MCL 125.4911

Filing is required within 180 days of end of 

authority's fiscal year ending in 2021.

DDA 

Development 

Plan & Tax 

Increment 

2021

Year AUTHORITY (not TIF plan) was created:
1993

2012

Current TIF plan scheduled expiration date:
2042

Did TIF plan expire in FY21? No

Year of first tax increment revenue capture: 1995

No

If yes, authorization for capturing school tax:

Year school tax capture is scheduled to expire:

Cascade Charter Township

Annual Report on Status of Tax Increment Financing Pl

Downtown Development Authority

Year TIF plan was created or last amended to 

extend its duration: 

Does the authority capture taxes from local or 

intermediate school districts, or capture the state 

education tax? Yes or no?



Revenue: Tax Increment Revenue 1,096,646$                

Property taxes - from DDA levy -$                               

Interest 10,913$                     

State reimbursement for PPT loss (Forms 5176 and 4650) -$                               

Other income (grants, fees, donations, etc.) 72,126$                     

Total 1,179,685$                

Tax Increment Revenues Received

From counties 529,952$          

From municipalities (city, twp, village) 305,780$          

From libraries (if levied separately) 111,602$          

From community colleges 149,312$          

From regional authorities ( type name in next cell) -$                           

From regional authorities ( type name in next cell) -$                           

From regional authorities ( type name in next cell) -$                           

From local school districts-operating -$                           

From local school districts-debt -$                           

From intermediate school districts -$                           

From State Education Tax (SET) -$                           

From state share of IFT and other specific taxes (scho -$                           

Total 1,096,646$      

Expenditures 3,782$                       

99,426$                     

4,731$                       

226,852$                   

51,314$                     

12,409$                     

4,836$                       

1,925$                       

5,331$                       

30,435$                     

32,876$                     

Transfers to other municipal fund (list fund name) -$                               

Transfers to other municipal fund (list fund name) -$                               

-$                               

Total 473,917$                   

Outstanding non-bonded Indebtedness Principal -$                               

Interest -$                               

Outstanding bonded Indebtedness Principal 70,000$                     

Interest 24,050$                     

Total 94,050$                     

Bond Reserve Fund Balance -$                               

Special Projects

Office Equipment

Metro Cruise Warmup

DDA Equipment

Cascade Rd. Pathway

Transfers to General Fund

Membership/Dues/Education/Misc./Mileage

DDA Administrative

Engineering/Legal

Bus Service - 28th Street

Utilities/Maintenance & Repairs

Property Tax Refund



CAPTURED VALUES Overall Tax rates captured by TIF plan

PROPERTY CATEGORY TIF Revenue

Ad valorem PRE Real 12.5884430 $1,096,646.00 

Ad valorem non-PRE Real 0.0000000 $0.00 

Ad valorem industrial personal 0.0000000 $0.00 

Ad valorem commercial personal 0.0000000 $0.00 

Ad valorem utility personal 0.0000000 $0.00 

Ad valorem other personal 0.0000000 $0.00 

IFT New Facility real property, 0% SET exemption 0.0000000 $0.00 

IFT New Facility real property, 50% SET exemption 0.0000000 $0.00 

IFT New Facility real property, 100% SET exemption 0.0000000 $0.00 

IFT New Facility personal property on industrial class land 0.0000000 $0.00 

IFT New Facility personal property on commercial clas 0.0000000 $0.00 

IFT New Facility personal property, all other 0.0000000 $0.00 

Commercial Facility Tax New Facility 0.0000000 $0.00 

IFT Replacement Facility (frozen values) 0.0000000 $0.00 

Commercial Facility Tax Restored Facility (frozen values) 0.0000000 $0.00 

Commercial Rehabilitation Act 0.0000000 $0.00 

Neighborhood Enterprise Zone Act 0.0000000 $0.00 

Obsolete Property Rehabilitation Act 0.0000000 $0.00 

Eligible Tax Reverted Property (Land Bank Sale) 0.0000000 $0.00 

Exempt (from all property tax) Real Property 0.0000000 $0.00 

Total Captured Value $1,096,646.00 Total TIF Revenue109,961,113$                                           

-$                                              -$                                                              

-$                                              

-$                                              

-$                                              

-$                                              -$                                                              

-$                                              

-$                                              -$                                                              

-$                                                              

-$                                                              

-$                                                              

Current Taxable Value

-$                                              

-$                                              

-$                                              

-$                                                 

-$                                                 

-$                                                 

-$                                                 

-$                                                 

-$                                                 

Captured ValueInitial (base year) Assessed Value

-$                                                 

-$                                                 

87,115,301$                                

-$                                                 

-$                                                              -$                                                 

-$                                                 

-$                                                 

-$                                                              

-$                                                              

-$                                                              

-$                                              

-$                                              -$                                                              

-$                                              

-$                                                              

-$                                              

-$                                                              

-$                                                              

197,076,414$                           

-$                                              

109,961,113$                                           

-$                                                              

87,115,301$                                

-$                                              -$                                                 

-$                                                 

-$                                              -$                                                              -$                                                 

-$                                              -$                                                              

-$                                                              

-$                                              

-$                                                 

-$                                                 

-$                                                 

-$                                                 

-$                                                              

























 

26 April 2022 
 
Adam Magers, Fire Chief 
Cascade Charter Township 
Fire Station No. 1 
2865 Thornhills SE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49546 
 
RE:  Cascade Charter Township Fire Station No. 1 – Authorization to Proceed to Construction Document Phase 
 WA Project No.: 2021-033 
 
Dear Adam: 
 
Your signature on this document authorizes Williams Architects to proceed to the Construction Document Phase 
per the Owner/Architect Agreement, and further represents that you have reviewed the Design Development Phase 
documents including drawings, Outline Specifications, Product Data Catalog, and updated project estimate 
prepared by the Township’s Construction Manager and narratives presented to you. 
 
Authorization to proceed to the Construction Document Phase must be received by 04 May 2022 to maintain the 
project schedule. 
 
 
Cordially, 
 

 
 

 
 
Scott E. Lange, AIA, LEED AP 
Vice President / Principal 
 
 
AUTHORIZED BY: 
 

  30 September 2020 

Authorized Cascade Charter Township Representative  Date 

   

Printed Name and Title – Authorized Cascade Charter Township 
Representative 

  

 
  
 
 
g:\2021\2021-033 cascade charter township fire station\b genrl_basic serv\b07 correspdnc\owner\2022 04 07 authorization to proceed_cd.docx 
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