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AGENDA 
CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP                     

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
Wednesday, September 27, 2023 

7:00 P.M. 
Wisner Center 

2870 Jacksmith Drive SE, Grand Rapids 49546 
 

Public may access the meeting via video conference software Zoom 
   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81664603678 

 
Meeting ID: 816 6460 3678                                     
By Phone: 1 312 626 6799 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Article 1. Call to Order, Roll Call 
 
Article 2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
Article 3. Approval of Agenda 
 
Article 4. Presentations 
  
Article 5. Public Comments - Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a 

public hearing. (Limit comments to 3 minutes)  
  

Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 
  a. Receive and File Minutes 
                                   1. Township Board Meeting–9/13/23 & 9/15/23 
   2. Planning Commission-8/7/23 & 8/21/23           
  b. Receive and File Reports 

1. Building Department–August 2023 
  c. Receive and File Education Requests 
                                   1. David Lintemuth–Fire Inspector I Training 
                        d. Receive and File Communication  
                                   1. 
 
Article 7. Financial Actions 

a. Financial Statement August 2023 

Expected Meeting Procedures 
 
1.     During public comments you may speak on any item 
        not noted on the agenda for a public hearing.       
2.     Please limit comments to 3 minutes per person and  
        the Board may or may not choose to respond. 
3.     Please limit your comments to a specific issue. 
4.     Please turn OFF cellular phones. 
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b. Request for Invoices to be paid on 9/28/2023 

                        
Article 8.        Unfinished Business 

 
052-2023   Consider Approval of Type II Special Use Permit for a 
Commercial Composting Operation at 5745 Whitneyville Avenue 
(Roll Call) 

                                                       
Article 9. New Business  
          

082-2023   Consider Request to Approve Resolutions for Grand 
Rapids Triathlon to Close Public Streets on June 8 & 9, 2024 (Roll 
Call) 

  
083-2023   Consider Resolution to Designate POW/MIA Recognition 
Day (Roll Call) 
 
084-2023   Consider Contract for Financial Services with Plante 
Moran 
  

Article 10.      Discussion 
 
Article 11.  Public Comments – Any comments...whether it is on the agenda or 

not. (Limit comments to 3 minutes) 
 
Article 12. Manager Comments 
 
Article 13. Board Member Comments  
 
Article 14. Adjournment 
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MINUTES OF THE 
CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
Wednesday, September 13, 2023 

Wisner Center 
2870 Jacksmith Dr SE 

Grand Rapids, MI  49546 
And Virtual Zoom Meeting 

7:00 P.M.        
HYBRID FORMAT    

                                  
                                                                                                                    

Article 1. Supervisor Lesperance called the meeting to order. 
Present:  Supervisor Lesperance, Clerk Slater, Treasurer Korstange, 
Trustees Koessel, Shipley and Noordhoek 
Absent: Trustee McDonald (Excused) 
Also Present: Interim Township Manager Andrzejewski, New Township 
Manager Jade Smith, Deputy Clerk Jager, Parks and Rec. Dir. Manion and 
those listed in the Supplement 
 

Article 2. Supervisor Lesperance led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Article 3. Approval of Agenda 

Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Trustee Noordhoek to approve the 
agenda.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Article 4. Presentations  
None 
  

Article 5. Public Comments-Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a public 
hearing. (Limit comments to 3 minutes)  
1. Andrew Howe-6257 Cascade Rd-spoke in support of rescinding 

connection requirements for water/sewer. 
2. Nick Heinz-Attorney for Tuffy-spoke in favor of Tuffy Lease Assignment. 
3. Scot VanSolkema-2570 Orange Ct-inquired if anyone has garnered the 

opinion of Tuffy tenants. 
     
Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 
  a. Receive and File Minutes 
                                   1. Township Board Meeting–8/23/23 
  b. Receive and File Reports 

1. Treasurer’s Department Report June 2023 
2. Treasurer’s Department Report July 2023 
3. Building Department July 2023 

  c. Receive and File Education Requests 
                                       1. Ryan Bruneau-Planning Michigan Conference-Traverse City, MI-10/4-6/23 
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 2. Clerk Slater-Twp Clerks Conference-Harbor Springs, MI 9/26-27/23 
 3. Michael Poolman-Education Reimbursement-Waldorf University 

d. Receive and File Communication  
None 

Motion by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Treasurer Korstange to approve 
the Consent Agenda.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Article 7. Financial Actions                                                                                 
a. Consider Approval of August 2023 Payroll, Payables and Transfers 
b. Request for Invoices to be paid on 9/14/2023 
Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Treasurer Korstange to approve. 
Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Article 8.         Unfinished Business 

  
069-2023    Consider Approval of Tuffy Lease Assignment Offer 
Motion by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Trustee Noordhoek to remove 
item from the table. Motion carried unanimously.  Considerable discussion. 
Motion by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Supervisor Lesperance to re-table 
the item. Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Article 9.         New Business 

 
077-2023    Consider Resolution to Establish Friendship Park (Roll Call) 
Motion by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Trustee Shipley to approve. 
Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
078-2023    Consider Resolution to Approve Design and Funding of Wycliffe 
Trailhead Park (Roll Call) 
Motion by Clerk Slater, seconded by Treasure Korstange to approve.  
Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
079-2023    Consider Resolution to Establish Streetlight District in Golden 
Valley Estates (Roll Call) 
Motion by Trustee Koessel, seconded by Trustee Shipley to approve.  
Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
080-2023    Consider Resolution to Establish Early Voting Polling Location 
(Roll Call) 
Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Treasurer Korstange to approve.  
Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
 
081-2023    Consider Resolution to Rescind Article XV and Article XVI, 
Connection Requirements, §313-78 C(2) and §313-83 C(2) (Roll Call) 
Motion by Trustee Shipley, seconded by Supervisor Lesperance to approve. 
Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
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Article 10. Discussion 
 None 
 
Article 11.       Public Comments 

1. Dorothy Cribbs-1980 Deerfield Ct-commented on Hope Network bus. 
2. Walter Bujak-County Commissioner District 21-6639 Thornapple River 

Dr-discussed airport, ARPA funds, and Thornapple River Clean-up with 
LGROW September 16, 3-5 pm, hosted by Ada Township. 

3. Scot VanSolkema-inquired on Peace St direction and Township meeting 
calendar. 

4. James White-(virtual)-Rapid rider-shared bus data. 
 

Article 12. Manager Comments 
1. Interim Township Manager Andrzejewski thanked the Township staff 

and Board for good collaboration the past three months.  He 
commented on staffing and purchasing policy improvements and the 
Hope Network bus route established that occurred during his tenure.  He 
highlighted the Heritage Day Festival Saturday, September 16. 

2. Manager Smith thanked Interim Township Manager Andrzejewski for his 
work. 

 
Article 13. Board Member Comments 

1. Trustee Koessel inquired on PFAS. 
2. Treasurer Korstange thanked Interim Township Manager Andrzejewski. 
3. Trustee Shipley thanked those in attendance for coming to the meeting 

and asked for removal of hanging telecommunication wires on 28th 
street. 
 

Article 14. Adjournment   
Motion by Clerk Slater, seconded by Trustee Shipley to adjourn.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 

                        Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm.    
 
Jennifer Jager 
Deputy Clerk 
 

Approved by: 
 

 
________________________________ 
Grace Lesperance, Supervisor 

 
 

     _________________________________ 
     Susan B. Slater, Clerk 
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Minutes 
Cascade Charter Township 

Planning Commission 
Monday, August 7, 2023 

7:00 pm 
2870 Jacksmith Ave SE 

 

ARTICLE 1. Chair Nooryke called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 Members Present: Noordhoek, Richardson, Moxley, Noordyke, Engel, Rissi, Bruneau, 

Rowland 
 Members Absent: None 
 Others Present: Planning Director Brian Hilbrands, Leslie Abdoo with Foster Swift, and 

others listed on the sign-in sheet 

ARTICLE 2. Pledge of Allegiance 

ARTICLE 3. Approve the current Agenda 

Motion was made by Member Engel to approve the current agenda. Supported by 
Member Moxley. Motion carried 8 to 0. 

ARTICLE 4. Disclose any conflict of interest 

  There were no conflicts of interest disclosed.  

ARTICLE 5. Approve the Minutes of the July 10, 2023 Meeting  

 Member Engel proposed an edit in Article 10 to change the word “me” to “be”. 

 Motion was made by Member Engel to approve the July 10 meeting minutes with the 
proposed change. Supported by Member Rissi. Motion carried 8 to 0.  

ARTICLE 6. Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak  

  There was no one that wished to speak.  

ARTICLE 7. Case #23-3781/Cascade Charter Township   

Requested Action: Planning Commission recommendation to amend the Centennial 
Park Overlay District pertaining to permitted density for residential uses.  

Planning Director Hilbrands presented the case and explained the current Overlay 
District allows for High-Density Residential Uses exceeding 12 units per acre as a Special 
Use, whereas the proposed amendment would not allow for more than 12 units per 
acre as a permitted Special Use.  

The Centennial Park Overlay District was created in 2010 as a recommended 
implementation strategy of the Centennial Park land use and design plan created in 
2008. Planning Director Hilbrands explained the park had minimal regulations on uses or 
appearance and suffered from high vacancy rates. This resulted in the township and the 
Centennial Park Business Association partnering to create a design plan and split the 
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costs of plan development. The plan was created to establish consistencies with site 
improvements and regulate permitted uses, design standards, architectural controls, 
and site requirements. 

Density and land use throughout Cascade has been a concern of Township leadership, 
and the proposed amendment limiting residential density to 12 units per acre would 
bring it in line with recommendations made in the 2019 Master Plan. A review of the 
2019 Master Plan has been initiated to bring further alignment to the 2022 Strategic 
Plan, as well as further investigation of appropriate densities and land uses for various 
areas.  

Planning Director Hilbrands stated he believed Centennial Park could be a good 
candidate to allow for higher residential density, given the location. He explained there 
would need to be additional research completed to reach any firm conclusions, and that 
this can be looked into further as part of the review of the Master Plan. 

Member Bruneau questioned what would make this area acceptable to add more than 
12 units per acre, given that comparable sites have 10 or fewer units per acre. Planning 
Director Hilbrands said the public roads, the buffer between lower and higher density, 
and the mix between residential and office buildings are factors that would make it an 
appropriate area for higher density.  

Motion was made by Member Engel to open public hearing. Supported by Member 
Rissi. Motion carried 8 to 0.  

Glenn Turek (7199 Mooring Heights) purchased land 28 years ago with the hope to build 
a luxury multi-family development. He explained that the current overlay was created in 
2010 by the township and business owners who each shared the cost. He said adding 
high-density residential as a permitted use has been essential for encouraging a growing 
economy and to support local businesses. Turek further stated the capping at 12 units 
per acre will not support the luxury apartments.   

Drew Nelson (386 Pebble Beach) attended the meeting to represent developers that will 
be impacted by this decision. He explained there is a need for renters and limiting the 
complex to 12 units per acre will not fulfill the need for housing.  

Kevin Lipke (4900 Streamside Pointe) has family members that own land in Centennial 
Park. He was very impressed with the luxury apartment plans and other business 
owners in the area share the same opinion. Lipke stated that the practicing doctor at the 
Cancer and Hematology Center of West Michigan expressed a need for high-end 
apartments for employees. He proposed creating a subcommittee to discuss this 
further, as this will impact developers greatly.  

Mark Davis is the president of Redhawk Multi-Family and he explained the Master Plan 
and overlay was designed to provide a housing density of over 12 units per acre. There 
is limited space in Grand Rapids to provide Luxury dwellings. He said this complex will 
add life and new businesses to the area. He suggested rather than capping the density, 
the township should work with developers to make alternative restrictions.  
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Kevin VanHaitsma (7625 Aspenwood Dr) works for Bradly Company Commercial Real 
Estate and is representing the property owner and Redhawk Multi-Family. He stated 
there have been thousands of hours put into this project already and it is a very needed 
development. He proposed creating an alternative solution since capping the density is 
extremely limiting. VanHaitsma added that the Grand Cascade apartment complex will 
be exceptional and sophisticated.  

TJ Vansluton is a software engineer looking to move into the area but has limited 
housing options. He presented the commission with pictures of the proposed high-end 
apartment complex.  

Kenvin Einfeld, the property owner of 5010 Cascade Road and founder of BDR, 
expressed support for this project. His company is currently building 348 apartments in 
Gaines Township and he reiterated the need for additional housing. Einfeld said there is 
not much sense in capping the density. 

Dave Mills (7425 Kenrob Drive) has lived in Cascade for 34 years and supports the 
project. Mills may even consider moving to the project in the future since he desires a 
high-end home in the Forest Hills district.  

Kirk Driesenga (2851 Charlevoix) works for the Hinman Company which owns four 
parcels within Centennial Park. He explained the need for apartments for high-income 
earners and retirees.  

Mike Kasmauskis (1769 Laraway Lake) is president of the Centennial Park Business 
Association. He said the overlay was created for guidance purposes and was made in the 
interest of all parties involved in the future. Kasmauskis stated that this simple 
amendment will be detrimental to the development of this community.  

Karen Kilner (2253 Palmdale Dr) explained the hardship she has endured locating a high-
end 1–2-bedroom apartment for her daughter in the area. She wants the growing 
population of young adults to benefit from modern, new luxury options. These 
apartments will contribute to economic growth.   

Callaway Greener, who lives in the Grand Rapids area, recently graduated with a degree 
in supply chain management. He believes that in order for this area to develop, there 
needs to be more housing.   

Sarah Diamond, an employee of a Centennial Park business, has been looking for a 
luxury one-bedroom apartment for her and her husband. The area proposed for this 
apartment is in an extremely convenient location and will help the economic growth of 
Cascade.  

Sherry Hooper, resident of the Forest Hills Northern District, said she loves the 
residential feel of Centennial Park. She said these apartments would only add to the 
value of the park.  
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Brian Lake (3422 Aspenwood Ct) expressed how much he cares about Cascade and has 
loved watching the development of the township. He recruits executives and has seen 
firsthand the difficulty people have in finding one-bedroom luxury apartments.  

Motion was made by Member Rissi to close public hearing. Supported by Member 
Moxley. Motion carried 8 to 0. 

Member Rowland expressed concern about setting a precedent and mentioned he is 
not in favor of 3 story developments.  

Member Bruneau found it difficult to support almost triple the number of units per acre. 
He questioned what the residents of Cascade would truly want, and he was unsure if 
they would want high density.  

Member Rissi asked if there are any designations in the future land use map or Master 
Plan for a high-density residential and Planning Director Hilbrands indicated 12 units per 
acre is the highest.  

Member Engel commented that offering forward-thinking housing options could not 
only draw in potential residents, but also attract desirable businesses to the area. He 
saw this as a potential opportunity given that the infrastructure, roads, and utilities are 
already in place. 

Member Moxley expressed his fondness for visiting relatives who lived in a similar 
dwelling, featuring up to 4 stories and a higher density. He had no issues with higher-
density developments in this area.  

Member Richardson empathized with the need for luxury apartments, especially for 
young professionals, but felt there are other places with more space for this 
development. He did not want to set a precedent.  

Member Noordhoek said there is a responsibility for current residents, as opposed to 
potential residents. The current traffic levels worried him, and he felt that there are 
more suitable locations with greater land area for this development. 

Chair Noordyke stated when his company looks to develop new offices, they gravitate 
towards higher-density areas. Cascade residents highly appreciate and prioritize green 
space and they are opposed to plans that may lead to increased density. He also 
expressed concern about the deviations between the overlay and the Master Plan.  

Member Rissi found there are a few ways to go through this, the first being to follow the 
proposed amendment to cap the density at 12 units per acre until the Master Plan 
process has been worked through. The other option is to table this decision.  

Motion was made by Member Bruneau to recommend approval of amending the 
Centennial Park Overlay District to limit residential density to 12 units per acre. 
Supported by Member Rowland. Motion carried 7 to 1.  

ARTICLE 8. Case #23-3780/Cascade Charter Township  
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Requested Action: Planning Commission recommendation to amend the Zoning 
Ordinance pertaining to the Airport Commerce (AC) Zoning District, revisions to the 
mapped AC zoning district, and the creation of three overlay districts.  

Planning Director Hilbrands presented the case and explained that Chapter 14 of the 
Zoning Ordinance currently includes two subzones around the airport. Subzone 1 
includes a majority of the airport area extending out from the runways, and allows for a 
variety of uses by right with no site plan review. Subzone 2 includes the outlying areas 
adjacent to public streets and requires a site plan review for nonaeronautical uses.  

The amendments consist primarily of items within Chapter 14 of the Zoning Ordinance 
and will replace subzones with new overlay districts, which will help to regulate 
permitted uses in the area around the airport. Overlay A restricts uses permitted on the 
east side of the airport and Overlay B allows for aeronautical uses to be located within a 
larger area on the southwest side of the airport. There will be a site plan review 
required for all non-aeronautical uses, except those located in Overlay C. The Township 
Stormwater Ordinance requirements must continue to be met for non-aeronautical uses 
in all areas.  

Legal Counsel Abdoo stated a letter was received from the airport with comments 
regarding Act 95 which deals with the creation of the GRR Authority. She stated airport 
officials believe that the township lacks the authority to regulate any activities on 
airport premises, irrespective of whether they are related to aeronautical use or not. 
Abdoo explained her opinion that the township has the ability to regulate and require a 
site plan review for non-aeronautical uses. She also noted that the proposed changes 
are more consistent with the Airport Approach Plan and the Airport Layout Plan and 
create a safer environment.  

Motion was made by Member Engel to open public hearing. Supported by Member 
Rissi. Motion carried 8 to 0.  

Casey Ries with the Airport Authority claimed that significant changes in state law have 
occurred since the implementation of the current airport zoning. The first change 
requires community Master Plans that house an airport to consider the airport’s Master 
Plan and Airport Approach Plan. He explained that, upon amending the Township's 
Master Plan, it would be an excellent time to align both airport and township plans to 
be more cohesive. Ries also reiterated the need for improved communication between 
township and airport officials, as he did not believe the airport had received responses 
to the letters that they provided. 

Legal counsel Abdoo clarified there was a letter sent discussing Act 95. The letter was 
the township's interpretation of Act 95 in response to the airport’s interpretation. This 
was specific to the Conrac facility as a potential land use and further explained that the 
reason behind Overlay C was to give the airport more flexibility in that area. She stated 
there were two letters that had been sent from the Township. One letter was related to 
Conrac and the other was referencing distinctions between the Master Plan and Zoning 
Ordinance and was sent to MDOT.   
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Member Bruneau sought more precise documentation regarding communication 
exchanges with legal counsel, specifically letters that are sent. 

Member Rissi asked for feedback regarding Overlay C. Ries appreciated the implied 
intent of the overlay, but believed this made a complicated zoning approach even more 
complicated. There were a few fundamentals that he addressed. The first was the 
township’s and airport’s need to define aeronautical and nonaeronautical facilities. 
Understanding how the State, Drain Commission, and Township’s review of site plans 
for stormwater purposes apply to this situation was another point. Lastly, he wanted to 
help the Township’s Master Plan consider those safety zones and protections put in as 
part of the airport’s Master Plan. 

Some other areas of misalignment include the zoning overlay suggesting residential or 
recreational gathering, and the Airport Approach Plan’s appropriate use of the land in 
terms of noise.  

Dave Caldon, legal counsel representing the airport, clarified they had received one 
letter in regard to the Conrac facility, only referencing the Dewitt case, which did not 
appear relevant. He also wanted to ensure the Planning Commission has thoughtfully 
read through the comments provided in a letter received on August 4.  

Chair Noordyke suggested that Ries put together a list of items to discuss with either 
Staff or the Planning Commission. 

Motion was made by Member Rissi to close public hearing. Supported by Member 
Engel. Motion carried 8 to 0.   

Abdoo stated that, from the proposed revisions and letters received from the airport, it 
is their position that the Township has no regulatory authority over any use of airport 
property which she strongly disagrees with. There does need to be a more defined 
definition of aeronautical use. She believed it could be appropriate for the Township to 
consider amendments to the Master Plan that would incorporate the Airport Layout 
Plan and the Airport Approach Plan. 

Member Rowland expressed concern with the proposed amendment that may allow for 
a shopping mall or various businesses around the airport.  

Member Rissi said the subcommittee aimed to provide the airport with a reasonable 
level of flexibility for development while taking into account the existing zoning 
regulations. 

Motion was made by Member Rissi to recommend approval of the proposed zoning 
amendments as presented. Supported by Member Engel. Motion carried 7 to 1.  

ARTICLE 9. Old Business 

Chair Noordyke said the Wormies case will be brought back to the Planning Commission 
in September.  
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Member Moxley will be putting together notebooks with information, notes, and letters 
for the Township Board regarding the airport rezoning. 

ARTICLE 10. Any Other Business 

Member Bruneau stated he had two of his cars broken into and advised to keep car 
doors locked. He also asked about the PFAS issue and mentioned a household close to 
his had received water testing due to a potential new plume. He wondered what could 
be done to spread awareness. 

  Chair Noordyke said that there is some information available on the Township website. 

Member Rissi supported looking into restricting compression breaking on certain roads.   

Member Moxley said he had water testing completed by EGLE and they offered a free 
filtration system.  

Member Engel commented about wake boats playing extremely loud music and 
wondered what the enforcement of the noise ordinance is. He also thanked Member 
Rissi for being the chair of the AC Zoning District Subcommittee.  

Member Richardson is concerned with the changes made to the Cascade Road and 
Whitneyville intersection and believes it is dangerous. He also had reservations about 
the public comment in Article 7 because a team of coordinated individuals spoke for 30 
minutes.  

Member Rissi will be Chair of the Farmland Preservation Subcommittee. The other 
subcommittee members will be Member Bruneau, Member Engel, and Member Moxley. 

Member Moxley said the junk yard property off of Grand River has been cleaned up.  

ARTICLE 11. Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak. 

Mike Kasmauskis (1769  Laraway Lake) said EGLE had completed water testing and 
concluded he did have PFAS in his water. He wondered what additional information he 
could have. Chair Noordyke said there are resources that will be discussed with him.   

Supervisor Lesperance thanked the Commission for their hard work and appreciated 
their diligence. She said there were letters sent out to residents regarding the new PFAS 
issues and that EGLE is handling a lot of the new cases.  

ARTICLE 12. Adjournment 

Motion was made by Member Noordhoek to adjourn the meeting at 10:24 P.M. 
Supported by Member Engel. Motion carried 8 to 0.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joe Engel, Secretary 
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Minutes 
Cascade Charter Township 

Planning Commission 
Monday, August 21, 2023 

7:00 pm 
2870 Jacksmith Ave SE 

 

ARTICLE 1. Vice Chair Moxley called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 
 Members Present: Noordhoek, Richardson, Moxley, Engel, Rissi, Bruneau, Rowland 
 Members Absent: Noordyke 
 Others Present: Planning Director Brian Hilbrands, Zoning Administrator (ZA) Madison 

Smith-Jacoby, and others listed on the sign-in sheet.  

ARTICLE 2. Pledge of Allegiance 

ARTICLE 3. Approve the current Agenda 

Motion was made by Member Rissi to approve the current agenda. Supported by 
Member Engel. Motion carried 7 to 0. 

ARTICLE 4. Disclose any conflict of interest 

  There was no conflict of interest disclosed.  

ARTICLE 5. Approve the Minutes of the August 7, 2023 Meeting  

 Member Bruneau noticed a few errors in the public comment section of Article 7 
seeking to correct Glenn Turek’s address to “7199 Mooring Heights” and in the last 
sentence of his statement “capping” was misspelled. He also noted that Mike 
“Kasmauskis” was spelled incorrectly and he wished to have that changed throughout 
the minutes. Member Bruneau wanted his comment in the first sentence on page 5 to 
be more specific and include reference to legal counsel’s letters and emails.  

 Member Richardson corrected a comment he made on page 4 to change “especially for 
young adults” to “for young professionals”.  

 Motion was made by Member Engel to approve the August 7, 2023 meeting minutes 
with the proposed changes. Supported by Member Rissi. Motion carried 7 to 0.   

ARTICLE 6. Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak  

  There was no one that wished to speak.  

ARTICLE 7. Case #23-3785/Kluce  

  Property Address: 8189 Ashwood Dr 

Requested Action: Seeking a Type 1 Special Use permit for an accessory building 
exceeding 832sqft. 
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ZA Smith-Jacoby presented the case and explained the applicants have previously been 
approved for the accessory building, but were unable to start construction within a year. 
The plans are the same consisting of a 1,260sqft structure with a height to midpoint of 
14ft that includes a 14X30 enclosed patio. The applicants meet all setback requirements 
and have a 1.9-acre parcel size. ZA Smith-Jacoby said that there will be no impact on 
neighbors and the applicants are utilizing the accessory building for a pool house and 
extra storage.   

Staff recommended approval of the Type 1 Special Use permit.  

Member Rissi suggested including meeting minutes for repeat cases. 

Rachel Kluce (8189 Ashwood Dr) said there was a delay in the project to care for her 
mother-in-law.  

Motion was made by Member Rissi to open public hearing. Supported by Member 
Noordhoek. Motion carried 7 to 0.  

There was no one who wished to speak.  

Motion was made by Member Rissi to close public hearing. Supported by Member 
Engel. Motion carried 7 to 0.  

Motion was made by Member Rissi to approve the Special Use permit with Staff 
conditions. Supported by Member Engel. Motion carried 6 to 1.  

ARTICLE 8. Master Plan Amendments  

Danielle Bouchard with McKenna explained they have been involved with the township 
for a few years now regarding the Strategic Plan, implementation of DDA projects, and 
now a review of the Master Plan.  

Upon review of the Master plan, Bouchard and her team complied a list of 
recommended amendments. During the Strategic Plan process, there was significant 
public engagement and the Master Plan may require revisions to align with community 
preferences expressed in that public engagement. The 2019 Master Plan consisted of 4 
major themes including neighborhoods and partnerships, sustainability and 
environment, economy and innovation, and transportation and mobility. The proposed 
themes are similarly related, but are more in alignment with what the community is 
seeking. Consistently across the board, resident’s highest priority is the downtown 
village area followed by management and preservation, Parks and trails, and roads and 
streets.  

Member Noordhoek asked what the defined village area is and Bouchard responded 
that there is an upper village around the area where the library is located and the lower 
village by the intersection of Cascade Road and 28th Street.  

Members questioned whether there was a legal “village” of Cascade with a defined 
boundary and proper zoning. Bouchard stated that although the term "village" is used, 
they are actually referring to creating a bikeable, walkable, mixed-use atmosphere with 
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shopping and retail, not a legal village. McKenna has been collaborating with the DDA to 
add the above features to Thornapple Plaza, with aim to connect Old 28th Street and 
the upper village in some way as well. 

Member Bruneau mentioned that he would like to see a map of where the village area 
is. 

Bouchard gave general recommendations for the Master Plan including the creation of a 
goals and objectives section with a separate implementation plan for action items and 
projects. Having a hard copy of the Master Plan would also be helpful for mark ups and 
potential rezoning.  

Member Rissi aimed to align the Master Plan, Future Land Use Plan, and zoning 
ordinances to avoid discrepancies in zoning terminology during amendments of the 
Master Plan. Bouchard said there are plans to create a comprehensive document 
relating the Future Land Use Plan and zoning documents together.  

Bouchard provided a table graphic located in the meeting packet to showcase the 4 
current themes in the 2019 Master Plan and project statuses, as well as McKenna’s 2023 
recommendations.  

Member Richardson mentioned how he would like to see a recommendation for freight 
and rail, since heavy semi-trucks travel on several roads they should be redirected from.  

Bouchard stated that the next task will be to provide more detailed designations in the 
Future Land Use Plan along with an updated zoning plan.  

Member Rissi made note that “Thornapple Plaza” should be referred to as the 
“Thornapple Center”, since that is the title of the PUD. 

ARTICLE 9. Old Business 

  There was no old business to discuss.  

ARTICLE 10. Any Other Business 

• Michigan Association of Planning Annual Conference – Planning Director 
Hilbrands noted that this is an annual conference consisting of educational 
training for planning professionals, and is also available for Planning Commission 
members. 

• Rescheduling November 6 Meeting – Planning Director Hilbrands noted that 
there is an election conflict with the November 6 meeting, so the meeting date 
will be moved to either the previous or following week. 

Member Richardson requested that someone examine the website containing the 
township's Master Plan for possible integration into the main website. 

Member Moxley noted that the Farmland Preservation Subcommittee of the Planning 
Commission had their first meeting on August 17. 

ARTICLE 11. Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak. 



Cascade Charter Township, Planning Commission Minutes – August 21, 2023 
 

  There was no one that wished to speak. 

ARTICLE 12. Adjournment 

Motion was made by Member Rissi to adjourn the meeting. Supported by Member 
Engel. Motion carried 7 to 0. The meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joe Engel, Secretary 
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POST DATES 09/28/2023 - 09/28/2023
BOTH JOURNALIZED AND UNJOURNALIZED

OPEN AND PARTIALLY PAID

Check #AmountDue DateInvoice Invoice Desc.VendorInv. Line DescGL Number

Fund 101 GENERAL FUND
Dept 101 TOWNSHIP BOARD

850.00 09/28/23197184ANNUAL DUES & VOLUNTARY FOUNDATION CONTRIBUTIONGR AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCETOWNSHIP DUES101-101-723-000
365.00 09/28/2325110CC SLATER 2023 CLERKS' PROF DEVELOPMENT RETREAT - SUE SLATERMICHIGAN TOWNSHIPS ASSOCIATIONEDUCATION- MTA SUE SLATER101-101-724-000
176.32 09/28/231481CZCC SLATER - MTA CLERKS RETREAT AT THE HIGHLANDS AT HARBOR SPRINGSTHE HIGHLANDS AT HARBOR SPRINGSEDUCATION - MTA CLERKS RETREAT101-101-724-000
49.00 09/28/2359NDR8XHWF2CC ADMIN - THE RIGHT PLACE REGISTRATION - SUPERVISORTHE RIGHT PLACE INCEDUCATION - G.L.101-101-724-000
23.92 09/28/2342334CCC SLATER - DEPUTY CLERK TRAININGTACOS EL CUNADOTOWNSHIP BOARD EXPENSE ACCOUNT101-101-862-500

1,000.00 09/28/2321-031-25PROJECT 21-031 PREPARE & ATTENDANCE / DEVELOPING MINUTES - AUGUST 2023MCKENNA ASSOCIATES, INC.SPECIAL PROJECTS - STRATEGIC PLAN101-101-967-000
1,092.50 09/28/2323-040-2PROJECT 23-040 -  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES THRU AUGUST 31, 2023MCKENNA ASSOCIATES, INC.SPECIAL PROJECTS - STRATEGIC PLAN101-101-967-000

3,556.74 Total For Dept 101 TOWNSHIP BOARD

Dept 225 ADMINISTRATIVE
775.00 09/28/2377692123CC ADMIN - MISHRM CONFERENCE K. MURAWSKIMISHRMEDUCATION101-225-724-000
199.00 09/28/2320-28006896CC ADMIN - FRED PRYOR BOOK; TRANSITIONING FROM STAFF TO SUPERVISORFRED PRYOR SEMINARSEMPLOYEE TRAINING101-225-726-000

9.97 09/28/23114-4088573-4198656CC ADMIN - OFFICE SUPPLIESAMAZON.COMOFFICE SUPPLIES101-225-727-000
105.98 09/28/23114-5817436-0745817CC ADMIN - OFFICE SUPPLIES / STOCKAMAZON.COMOFFICE SUPPLIES101-225-727-000
18.86 09/28/23114-6585253-2301825CC ADMIN - OFFICE SUPPLIESAMAZON.COMOFFICE SUPPLIES101-225-727-000
45.30 09/28/23114-0181517-2420229CC ADMIN - OFFICE SUPPLIESAMAZON.COMOFFICE SUPPLIES101-225-727-000
132.40 09/28/23114-6583801-3507439CC ADMIN - USB DRIVES / FILE FOLDERSAMAZON.COMOFFICE SUPPLIES101-225-727-000
241.35 09/28/23114-2287445-4749865CC ADMIN - BLACK TONERAMAZON.COMOFFICE SUPPLIES101-225-727-000
29.98 09/28/23114-3703970-4824253CC ADMIN - BLUE COLOR PAPERAMAZON.COMOFFICE SUPPLIES101-225-727-000
9.95 09/28/23114-0210381-6215439CC ADMIN - SD CARD READER / STICKY NOTESAMAZON.COMOFFICE SUPPLIES101-225-727-000

89.32 09/28/23114-3324021-6792205CC ADMIN - FILE FOLDERS/ PENS FOR ELECTIONAMAZON.COMOFFICE SUPPLIES101-225-727-000
58.80 09/28/23114-4844787-9769817CC ADMIN - INK PAD REPLACEMENTAMAZON.COMOFFICE SUPPLIES101-225-727-000
45.21 09/28/23114-7042805-3828247CC ADMIN - BINDERSAMAZON.COMOFFICE SUPPLIES101-225-727-000

(103.57)09/28/23114-9528486-1683444CC ADMIN - PAPER REFUNDAMAZON.COMOFFICE SUPPLIES101-225-727-000
42.13 09/28/23114-7315930-9386638CC ADMIN - OFFICE SUPPLIESAMAZON.COMOFFICE SUPPLIES101-225-727-000
65.89 09/28/23114-6147082-9593057CC ADMIN - 3-PK COLOR INK CARTRIDGESAMAZON.COMOFFICE SUPPLIES101-225-727-000
9.67 09/28/23114-7315930-9386638CC ADMIN - 5-TAB BINDER DIVIDERSAMAZON.COMOFFICE SUPPLIES101-225-727-000

33.96 09/28/23114-9282228-1481806CC ADMIN - BREAKROOM SUPPLIES / ELECTION POSTER PUTTYAMAZON.COMCC ADMIN - ELECTION POSTER PUTTY101-225-787-000
18.86 09/28/23114-5782162-5459402CC ADMIN - BREAKROOM SUPPLIESAMAZON.COMCC ADMIN - BREAKROOM SUPPLIES101-225-787-000
9.99 09/28/23114-0210381-6215439CC ADMIN - SD CARD READER / STICKY NOTESAMAZON.COMMISCELLANEOUS101-225-787-000

143.53 09/28/23114-5296194-9767466CC ADMIN - PAPER SUPPLIES FOR KITCHEN & COFFEE SUPPLIES / PAPER BOWLS FOR BUILDING DEPTAMAZON.COMMISCELLANEOUS101-225-787-000
11.93 09/28/23114-4474578-8231457CC ADMIN - BREAKROOM SUPPLIESAMAZON.COMCC ADMIN - BREAKROOM SUPPLIES101-225-787-000
38.39 09/28/23114-8909339-8580254CC ADMIN - BREAKROOM SUPPLIESAMAZON.COMCC ADMIN - BREAKROOM SUPPLIES101-225-787-000
12.28 09/28/23114-1462656-9713027CC ADMIN - BREAKROOM STOCKAMAZON.COMCC ADMIN - BREAKROOM STOCK101-225-787-000
79.52 09/28/2363307(3) FULL COLOR GLOSSY NAME BADGES - ELECTION STAFFCASCADE PRINTING & GRAPHICSFULL COLOR GLOSSY NAME BADGES - ELECTION101-225-787-000
149.06 09/28/23INTERESTINTEREST CHARGE - CC CARD 3037FIRST BANKARDINTEREST CHARGE - CC CARD 3037101-225-787-000
12.99 09/28/23AUGUST 2023CC ADMIN - ARLO CAMERA SERVICEARLO TECHNOLOGIES INCCOMPUTER COSTS-ISP101-225-815-000
1.99 09/28/23ONLINE PYMTCC ADMIN - I CLOUD SERVICEMICROSOFT SOFTWARECOMPUTER COSTS-WEB SITE101-225-815-100

5,637.69 09/28/23326212FALL NEWSLETTER - PRINTING AND POSTAGEKENT COMMUNICATIONS INC.FALL NEWSLETTER101-225-885-000
7,986.00 09/28/23149585CLOUD CONVERSION PROJECTBS&A SOFTWAREINITIAL PAYMENT101-225-939-000

96.00 09/28/23INV00901110CC ADMIN - WEBSITE COMMUNICATION SUBSCRIPTIONBITLY, INCSPECIAL PROJECTS - COMMUNCATIONS CONSULT101-225-967-000
72.50 09/28/23MC14671580CC ADMIN - ESSENTIALS PLAN MAILCHIMPSPECIAL PROJECTS - COMMUNCATIONS CONSULT101-225-967-000
294.29 09/28/23INV216087137CC ADMIN - ZOOM STANDARD PRO MONTHLYZOOM VIDEO COMMUNICATIONS INC.SPECIAL PROJECTS - COMMUNCATIONS CONSULT101-225-967-000

16,374.22 Total For Dept 225 ADMINISTRATIVE

Dept 257 ASSESSING
279.53 09/28/2372638256608413CC GENTER - EXPEDIA RENTAL CAREXPEDIAEDUCATION101-257-724-000
130.24 09/28/23543904491CC GENTER - CAR RENTAL - SALT LAKE CITY - CONFERENCETHRIFTY CAR RENTALEDUCATION101-257-724-000
779.20 09/28/23VRBO # 2958228CC GENTER - VRBO RENTAL FOR CONFERENCE - SALT LAKE CITY - J. GENTERVRBOEDUCATION101-257-724-000

1,188.97 Total For Dept 257 ASSESSING

Dept 262 ELECTIONS
246.77 09/28/23326366AV ABSENTEE VOTER BALLOT APPLICATION / PRE-PRESSKENT COMMUNICATIONS INC.ELECTION SUPPLIES101-262-756-000
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POST DATES 09/28/2023 - 09/28/2023
BOTH JOURNALIZED AND UNJOURNALIZED
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Check #AmountDue DateInvoice Invoice Desc.VendorInv. Line DescGL Number

Fund 101 GENERAL FUND
Dept 262 ELECTIONS

246.77 Total For Dept 262 ELECTIONS

Dept 265 BUILDING AND GROUNDS
56.74 09/28/23114-9036708-0568238CC ADMIN - BATHROOM STOCKAMAZON.COMJANITORIAL & MAINTENANCE101-265-802-200
130.44 09/28/23114-8163002-9484264CC ADMIN - 2 BOTTLE FILTERSAMAZON.COMJANITORIAL & MAINTENANCE101-265-802-200
30.00 09/28/23192315TWO SHARPENERS FOR EQUIPMENTGODWIN ADA VILLAGE HARDWAREVEHICLE MAINT101-265-863-000
35.85 09/28/23202876906665CONSUMER ENERGRY BILLS FOR MONTH OF SEPTEMBERCONSUMERS ENERGY103040083240        2894 THORNAPPLE RIV101-265-921-000
184.92 09/28/23287303607022X9142023ACCT # 287303607022 - AUG 7 - SEPT 6, 2023AT&TCOMPLEX PHONES101-265-924-000
519.96 09/28/23114-5125412-6073834CC ADMIN - 4 - 12PGK TREE WATERING BAGSAMAZON.COMCOMPLEX MAINTENANCE101-265-931-000
105.00 09/28/2397452CHECK AIR HANDLER, RESET AIR COMPRESSOR BREAKERSB&V MECHANICAL INC.COMPLEX MAINTENANCE101-265-931-000
262.50 09/28/23175836PARTS AND/OR SERVICES PERFORMED FOR TROUBLE LOGGING INTO PHONE SYSTEMBSB COMMUNICATIONS INCCOMPLEX MAINTENANCE101-265-931-000
400.00 09/28/23230915GOOSE HAZING 8/15-9/15GOOSE CONTROL OF WEST MICHIGAN, LLCCOMPLEX MAINTENANCE101-265-931-000

1,725.41 Total For Dept 265 BUILDING AND GROUNDS

Dept 446 ROADS
7.78 09/28/23414147WO 009194KENT COUNTY ROAD COMMISSIONDUST CONTROL LAYER101-446-818-000

7.78 Total For Dept 446 ROADS

Dept 447 ENGINEERS/ ENGINEERING
32,492.63 09/28/23000957932023 PATHWAYS IMPROVEMENT: CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION, INSPECTION, & MATERIALS TESTINGSPAULDING DEDECKERCONTRACTED SERVICES101-447-818-000
10,720.00 09/28/23230090 & 230092STORM CLEANUP DUMPSTER/ SPRING CLEAN UPPHOENIX RESOURCES LLC390 CY STORM CLEANUP 8/25-9/1/23101-447-820-000

87.77 09/28/23MILEAGE AUG/SEPTREIMBURSE 134 MILES - ARIC THORNEARIC THORNEENGINEERING MILEAGE101-447-860-000

43,300.40 Total For Dept 447 ENGINEERS/ ENGINEERING

Dept 701 PLANNING
580.00 09/28/233392669CC HILBRANDS - APA MEMBERSHIPAMERICAN PLANNING ASSOCIATIONCOMM DEV MEMBERSHIPS AND DUES101-701-723-000
195.00 09/28/23H4872RLFCC HILBRANDS - ROOM RESERVATION FOR MI ASSOC. OF PLANNING - BRIANGRAND TRAVERSE RESORT & SPAEDUCATION101-701-724-000
195.00 09/28/23PCLFMXGPCC HILBRANDS - ROOM RESERVATION FOR MI ASSOC. OF PLANNING - RYAN BRUNEAUGRAND TRAVERSE RESORT & SPAEDUCATION101-701-724-000
195.00 09/28/23XIRJ14BGCC HILBRANDS - ROOM RESERVATION FOR MI ASSOC. OF PLANNING - MADISONGRAND TRAVERSE RESORT & SPAEDUCATION101-701-724-000
21.99 09/28/23114-3354892-5236268CC ADMIN - LAPTOP BAGAMAZON.COMPLANNING/ ZONING SUPPLIES101-701-809-000

1,186.99 Total For Dept 701 PLANNING

Dept 756 PARKS
1,955.00 09/28/23NATIVE TREESNATIVE TREES FOR DTE GRANT & WYCLIFFECALVIN UNIVERSITYSYCAMORE-CASCADE REC101-756-756-000

119.90 09/28/23114-2481765-9193015CC ADMIN - 10 RACQUET ART DAUB-IT EMPTY BOTTLES WITH APPLICATORSAMAZON.COMPARK MAINTENANCE101-756-935-000
4,720.00 09/28/2346085PAINTING AT TASSELL- BENCHES & SIGNSSPEESE PAINTING CO., LLCPREP & PAINT BENCHES AND TABLES AT TASSE101-756-935-000

535.00 09/28/23163078CC MANION - TREES FOR CASCADE PARK - DTE GRANTTHORNAPPLE RIVER NURSERY, INC.PARK MAINTENANCE101-756-935-000
590.12 09/28/23FM9564/ FM9566NATIVE PLANTS FOR VARIOUS SITESWILDTYPE DESIGNS, NATIVE PLANTS  NATIVE PLANTS FOR TASSELL101-756-935-000

7,920.02 Total For Dept 756 PARKS

Dept 803 HISTORICAL
7,000.00 09/28/23COMMITMENT 2023CASCADE HISTORICAL SOCIETY COMMITMENT - 2023CASCADE HISTORICAL SOCIETYCOMMUNITY PROMOTION101-803-880-000

142.50 09/28/2397655INSTALLATION AND PICKUP OF CONSENSATE PUMPB&V MECHANICAL INC.MUSEUM MAINTENANCE101-803-961-000

7,142.50 Total For Dept 803 HISTORICAL

82,649.80 Total For Fund 101 GENERAL FUND

Fund 206 FIRE FUND
Dept 336 FIRE DEPARTMENT

945.00 09/28/23REIMBURSE TUITIONREIMBURSE TUITION: BUS 3602 PRINCIPLES OF MGMT - MILE POOLMANPOOLMAN, MICHAELFIRE TUITION - M. POOLMAN206-336-725-000
2,500.00 09/28/23KCFC REGISTRATIONKENT COUNTY FIRE ACADEMY 2 STUDENTSKENT COUNTY FIRE CHIEFS ASSOCFIRE ACADEMY KENT COUNTY206-336-726-000

105.21 09/28/23WO-180012-1FIRE DEPT OFFICE SUPPLIESSMART BUSINESS SOURCEFIRE OFFICE SUPPLIES206-336-727-000
53.42 09/28/23WO-167531-1FIRE DEPT OFFICE SUPPLIESSMART BUSINESS SOURCEFIRE OFFICE SUPPLIES206-336-727-000
351.38 09/28/23168122500PAPER TOWEL, TIDE PODS, 13 GAL .8MIL DRAWSTRING LINERULINEFIRE MAINT SUPPLIES206-336-738-000
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Fund 206 FIRE FUND
Dept 336 FIRE DEPARTMENT

120.61 09/28/23204671ACCT# 1-00706 / DEF FUEL FUEL MANAGEMENT SYSTEMFIRE FUELS206-336-745-000
203.69 09/28/234324-028032TRUCK # 3 BATTERYNAPA AUTO PARTSSUPPLIES206-336-752-000
376.06 09/28/231575687MEDICAL SUPPLIES: LUCAS 3 SUCTION CUPS, ANTIMICROBIAL WIPES, GAUZE, & HI-FLOW SUCTION CANISTERJ&B MEDICAL SUPPLYMEDICAL SUPPLIES206-336-752-100
305.00 09/28/2324404UNIFORMSGRX GROUP, LLCFIRE UNIFORMS206-336-768-000
75.31 09/28/2349442GCC ADMIN - JIMMY JOHNS FOR FIREFIGHTER INTERVIEWSJIMMY JOHNSMISCELLANEOUS206-336-787-000
399.00 09/28/230000000102329698CC MAGERS - INSPECTOR 2 TEST FEENATIONAL FIRE PROTECTION ASSOCFIRE PREVENTION - INVESTIGATION206-336-790-000

1,497.00 09/28/2300000001484ATHLETIC HOURS - FIRE DEPT 9/14/23CENTER FOR PHYSICAL REHABILITATIONCONTRACTUAL SERVICES206-336-802-000
857.52 09/28/2368246MAINTENANCE: WIRE SECONDARY BATTERY AND HAZARDOUS MATERIAL FOR VEHICLECASCADE AUTOMOTIVE SERVICEVEHICLE MAINT206-336-863-000
62.70 09/28/2300612618CC ADMIN - 4" WATER S&D HOSE / T-BOLT CLAMPKENT RUBBER SUPPLY - GRVEHICLE MAINT206-336-863-000
148.95 09/28/23SEPTEMBER 2023CC MAGERS - CAR WASH MONTHLY SERVICE- SEPT 2023TOMMY'S EXPRESS CAR WASHCC MAGERS - CAR WASH MTHLY SERVICE- SEPT206-336-863-000
220.00 09/28/23165493MEDICAL WASTEADVOWASTE MEDICAL SERVICESFIRE STATION MAINT/BUTTRICK206-336-936-002
43.98 09/28/2346755GCC MAGERS - STATION 2 BLINDSLOWE'SCC MAGERS - STATION 2 BLINDS206-336-936-002
363.90 09/28/23INV268288MAINTENANCE: LUBRICANT, TRUCK CHARGE & LABOROVERHEAD DOOR CO OF GR, LLCFIRE STATION MAINT/BUTTRICK206-336-936-002

8,628.73 Total For Dept 336 FIRE DEPARTMENT

8,628.73 Total For Fund 206 FIRE FUND

Fund 208 OPEN SPACE FUND
Dept 751 OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION

104.57 09/28/2313319G S5CC ADMIN - SNACK FOR VOLUNTEERS AT PEACEPARK WORKDAYGORDON FOOD SERVICE STOREPARK MAINTENANCE208-751-935-000
332.47 09/28/2318215GCC ADMIN - EQUIPMENT FOR WORK AT PEACE PARKMEIJER INCPARK MAINTENANCE208-751-935-000
58.00 09/28/23163391BARK MULCHTHORNAPPLE RIVER NURSERY, INC.PARK MAINTENANCE208-751-935-000
124.00 09/28/23163407CRUSHED STONE FOR WATER BARS AT PEACE PARKTHORNAPPLE RIVER NURSERY, INC.PARK MAINTENANCE208-751-935-000
69.99 09/28/2370820GCC ADMIN - HERBICIDE FOR INVASIVE TREATMENT AT PEACEPARKTRACTOR SUPPLY COPARK MAINTENANCE208-751-935-000

689.03 Total For Dept 751 OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION

Dept 990 DEBT SERVICE
14,323.34 09/28/230000001860CUST. # 452008288001 / COMMERCIAL LOAN PRINCIPAL PAYMENTCHASE BANKBOND INTEREST REFINANCE208-990-993-201

14,323.34 Total For Dept 990 DEBT SERVICE

15,012.37 Total For Fund 208 OPEN SPACE FUND

Fund 230 THORNAPPLE RIVER IMPROVEMENT FUND
Dept 444 S/A IMPROVEMENT FUNDS

1,474.60 09/28/233011167WEED CONTROL FOR THE THORNAPPLE RIVERPLM LAKE AND LAND MANAGEMENT CORP.WEED CONTROL WITH HERBICIDE & HARVESTER230-444-816-000

1,474.60 Total For Dept 444 S/A IMPROVEMENT FUNDS

1,474.60 Total For Fund 230 THORNAPPLE RIVER IMPROVEMENT FUND

Fund 248 DDA
Dept 190 DDA OPERATIONS/CONSTRUCTION

61.98 09/28/23REIMBURSEMENTREIMBURSE JOHN KNOPPERS FOR SAFETY VESTS FOR VOLUNTEERS/ METRO CRUISE WUJOHN KNOPPERSDDA REPAIR & MAINT- METRO CRUISE WU248-190-931-300
608.40 09/28/23NO RECEIPTCC ADMIN - UNITED RENTALS- GENERATORUNITED RENTALSDDA REPAIR & MAINT- METRO CRUISE WU248-190-931-300

1,447.50 09/28/2322-054-27PROJECT 22-054 - DDA STATEGIC PLAN - AUGUST 2023MCKENNA ASSOCIATES, INC.SPECIAL PROJECTS-DDA LIGHTING/DECOR248-190-967-000
300.00 09/28/2322-053-10PROJECT 22-053 -PREPARE FOR STRATEGIC PLAN COMMITTEE MEETING - AUGUST 2023MCKENNA ASSOCIATES, INC.SPECIAL PROJECTS-DDA LIGHTING/DECOR248-190-967-000
144.76 09/28/23FM9564/ FM9566NATIVE PLANTS FOR VARIOUS SITESWILDTYPE DESIGNS, NATIVE PLANTS  NATIVE PLANTS FOR MEDIANS248-190-967-002

2,562.64 Total For Dept 190 DDA OPERATIONS/CONSTRUCTION

2,562.64 Total For Fund 248 DDA

Fund 249 BUILDING FUND
Dept 000 

2,200.00 09/28/23P# 3286SEWER AND WATER CONNECTIONS -6390 CASCADE RD.SECASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIPDUE TO I.R.F.- S&W CONNECTIONS249-000-237-000
25.00 09/28/23REFUND PERMIT FEEREFUND PM23002558/ KENTWOOD PLUMBINGKENTWOOD PLUMBINGMECHANICAL PERMITS249-000-607-400
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Fund 249 BUILDING FUND
Dept 000 

2,225.00 Total For Dept 000 

Dept 371 BUILDING DEPARTMENT
120.00 09/28/23300026480CC WILSON - INTERNATIONAL ASSOC. OF ELECTRICAL INSPECTORSINTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OFMEMBERSHIPS AND DUES249-371-723-000
48.00 09/28/23114-0230004-7133814CC ADMIN - 2 ELECTRONIC DUSTERSAMAZON.COMOFFICE SUPPLIES249-371-727-000
30.15 09/28/23114-4645836-0655433CC ADMIN - WIDE FORMAT PAPERAMAZON.COMOFFICE SUPPLIES249-371-727-000
94.99 09/28/23114-2565652-2531459CC ADMIN - BLDG DEPT - CAD BOND ROLLS / 4 ROLLSAMAZON.COMOFFICE SUPPLIES249-371-727-000
12.49 09/28/23114-9282228-1481806CC ADMIN - BREAKROOM SUPPLIES / ELECTION POSTER PUTTYAMAZON.COMCC ADMIN - BREAKROOM SUPPLIES249-371-787-000
26.41 09/28/23114-5296194-9767466CC ADMIN - PAPER SUPPLIES FOR KITCHEN & COFFEE SUPPLIES / PAPER BOWLS FOR BUILDING DEPTAMAZON.COMMISCELLANEOUS249-371-787-000
17.29 09/28/23114-0429104-8061850CC ADMIN - BREAKROOM SUPPLIESAMAZON.COMCC ADMIN - BREAKROOM SUPPLIES249-371-787-000
18.99 09/28/23AUGUST 2023CC WILSON - J2 EFAX SERVICESJ2 GLOBALCC WILSON - J2 EFAX SERVICES249-371-924-000
18.99 09/28/23SEPTEMBER 2023CC WILSON - J2 EFAX SERVICESJ2 GLOBALCC WILSON - J2 EFAX SERVICES249-371-924-000

16,214.00 09/28/23149585CLOUD CONVERSION PROJECTBS&A SOFTWAREINITIAL PAYMENT249-371-939-000
176.74 09/28/23938752MONTHLY COFFEE SUPPLIESFIRST CHOICE COFFEE SERVICESERVICE CONTRACTS249-371-939-000

16,778.05 Total For Dept 371 BUILDING DEPARTMENT

19,003.05 Total For Fund 249 BUILDING FUND

Fund 403 FIRE STATION #1: CONSTRUCTION FUND- BOND
Dept 901 CAPITAL OUTLAY

677.38 09/28/23337244CC MAGERS - NEW STATION PODIUMPODIUMS DIRECT CORPORATIONBUILDING ADDTIONS & IMPROVEMENTS403-901-975-000
1,085,179.77 09/28/23PYMT APPL 12CASCADE FIRE STATION NO. 1/ W/ SUBCONTRACTORS PAY APPSTRIANGLE ASOCIATESBUILDING ADDTIONS & IMPROVEMENTS403-901-975-000

1,085,857.15 Total For Dept 901 CAPITAL OUTLAY

1,085,857.15 Total For Fund 403 FIRE STATION #1: CONSTRUCTION FUND- BOND
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82,649.80 Fund 101 GENERAL FUND
8,628.73 Fund 206 FIRE FUND

15,012.37 Fund 208 OPEN SPACE FUND
1,474.60 Fund 230 THORNAPPLE RIVER IMPROVEMENT FUND
2,562.64 Fund 248 DDA

19,003.05 Fund 249 BUILDING FUND
1,085,857.15 Fund 403 FIRE STATION #1: CONSTRUCTION FUND- BOND

Fund Totals:

1,474.60 WEED CONTROL WITH HERBICIDE & HARVESTER230-444-816-000
14,323.34 BOND INTEREST REFINANCE208-990-993-201

689.03 PARK MAINTENANCE208-751-935-000
627.88 FIRE STATION MAINT/BUTTRICK206-336-936-002

1,069.17 VEHICLE MAINT206-336-863-000
1,497.00 CONTRACTUAL SERVICES206-336-802-000

399.00 FIRE PREVENTION - INVESTIGATION206-336-790-000
75.31 MISCELLANEOUS206-336-787-000
305.00 FIRE UNIFORMS206-336-768-000
376.06 MEDICAL SUPPLIES206-336-752-100
203.69 SUPPLIES206-336-752-000
120.61 FIRE FUELS206-336-745-000
351.38 FIRE MAINT SUPPLIES206-336-738-000
158.63 FIRE OFFICE SUPPLIES206-336-727-000

2,500.00 FIRE ACADEMY KENT COUNTY206-336-726-000
945.00 FIRE TUITION - M. POOLMAN206-336-725-000
142.50 MUSEUM MAINTENANCE101-803-961-000

7,000.00 COMMUNITY PROMOTION101-803-880-000
5,965.02 PARK MAINTENANCE101-756-935-000
1,955.00 SYCAMORE-CASCADE REC101-756-756-000

21.99 PLANNING/ ZONING SUPPLIES101-701-809-000
585.00 EDUCATION101-701-724-000
580.00 COMM DEV MEMBERSHIPS AND DUES101-701-723-000
87.77 ENGINEERING MILEAGE101-447-860-000

10,720.00 390 CY STORM CLEANUP 8/25-9/1/23101-447-820-000
32,492.63 CONTRACTED SERVICES101-447-818-000

7.78 DUST CONTROL LAYER101-446-818-000
1,287.46 COMPLEX MAINTENANCE101-265-931-000

184.92 COMPLEX PHONES101-265-924-000
35.85 103040083240        2894 THORNAPPLE RIV101-265-921-000
30.00 VEHICLE MAINT101-265-863-000
187.18 JANITORIAL & MAINTENANCE101-265-802-200
246.77 ELECTION SUPPLIES101-262-756-000

1,188.97 EDUCATION101-257-724-000
462.79 SPECIAL PROJECTS - COMMUNCATIONS CONSULT101-225-967-000

7,986.00 INITIAL PAYMENT101-225-939-000
5,637.69 FALL NEWSLETTER101-225-885-000

1.99 COMPUTER COSTS-WEB SITE101-225-815-100
12.99 COMPUTER COSTS-ISP101-225-815-000
497.52 CC ADMIN - ELECTION POSTER PUTTY101-225-787-000
801.24 OFFICE SUPPLIES101-225-727-000
199.00 EMPLOYEE TRAINING101-225-726-000
775.00 EDUCATION101-225-724-000

2,092.50 SPECIAL PROJECTS - STRATEGIC PLAN101-101-967-000
23.92 TOWNSHIP BOARD EXPENSE ACCOUNT101-101-862-500
590.32 EDUCATION- MTA SUE SLATER101-101-724-000
850.00 TOWNSHIP DUES101-101-723-000

--- TOTALS BY GL DISTRIBUTION ---
1,215,188.34 Total For All Funds: 



INVOICE GL DISTRIBUTION REPORT FOR CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 6/6Page: 09/22/2023 08:20 AM
User: LIZ
DB: Cascade

POST DATES 09/28/2023 - 09/28/2023
BOTH JOURNALIZED AND UNJOURNALIZED

OPEN AND PARTIALLY PAID

Check #AmountDue DateInvoice Invoice Desc.VendorInv. Line DescGL Number

1,085,857.15 BUILDING ADDTIONS & IMPROVEMENTS403-901-975-000
16,390.74 INITIAL PAYMENT249-371-939-000

37.98 CC WILSON - J2 EFAX SERVICES249-371-924-000
56.19 CC ADMIN - BREAKROOM SUPPLIES249-371-787-000
173.14 OFFICE SUPPLIES249-371-727-000
120.00 MEMBERSHIPS AND DUES249-371-723-000
25.00 MECHANICAL PERMITS249-000-607-400

2,200.00 DUE TO I.R.F.- S&W CONNECTIONS249-000-237-000
144.76 NATIVE PLANTS FOR MEDIANS248-190-967-002

1,747.50 SPECIAL PROJECTS-DDA LIGHTING/DECOR248-190-967-000
670.38 DDA REPAIR & MAINT- METRO CRUISE WU248-190-931-300



MEMORANDUM 
 

To:    Cascade Charter Township Board 
From:    Brian Hilbrands, Planning Director 
Subject: Consider Type II Special Use Permit for a Commercial Composting 

Operation 
Meeting Date:   September 27, 2023 
 
The applicant is requesting approval of a Type II special use permit for a commercial 
composting operation to be located at 5745 Whitneyville Avenue. The application was 
previously reviewed by the Township Board at the June 28 and July 26 meetings and after the 
July 26 meeting the Board decided to send it back to the Planning Commission for further 
review and consideration. The Board expressed concern regarding retail sales on site and the 
traffic that might bring, as well as potential negative effects to neighboring properties. The 
Board requested that the Planning Commission consider including additional conditions of 
approval to address these concerns. 
 
The Planning Commission reviewed the application and held a second public hearing at the 
September 11 meeting. The draft minutes from the public hearing are included in the meeting 
packet. The applicant also submitted an additional letter dated July 8, 2023 that includes 
additional information to address some of the concerns that have been brought up at previous 
meetings. 
 
Originally there were eight conditions of approval that were recommended to the Township 
Board. After hearing the Board’s concerns, four additional conditions (#9-#12) have been added 
for a total of 12: 
 

1. The applicant complies with the Township Engineer letter dated May 15, 2023, and all 
necessary permits are obtained before construction begins. 

2. Record the stormwater maintenance agreement. 
3. Any work within the right-of-way receives approval from KCRC and a driveway permit is 

obtained. 
4. The applicant receives all necessary state, county, and local permits, and must still 

register with the EGLE Material Management Division (EGLE MMD) if there is no 
additional state permit required. The applicant shall also provide a copy of the Compost 
Site Management Plan to the Township. The operation must comply with all state, 
county, and local standards, rules, and regulations. 

5. The site continues to meet all the special use requirements of Section 17.07(2)(t) of the 
zoning ordinance. This includes the requirement that the applicant return to the 
Planning Commission for an annual review for a minimum of two years after receiving 



the special land use permit, and thereafter at the discretion of the Planning 
Commission, and that the applicant shall keep an inventory log showing the amount of 
composting intake and the total composting output, which shall be provided to the 
Planning Commission at the annual review and as otherwise requested by the Township. 
The Township reserves the right to add additional conditions during the first two years 
of reviews. 

6. Provide an enclosed building for machinery as soon as practicable, and carry through on 
site improvements, including but not limited to, a biodiversity pond, 2 acres of pollinator 
habitat, 1 acre of total trees, 4 acres of biodynamic accumulator crops, and a ½ acre 
educational garden and orchard, as soon as practicable, while the 2-acre tree line is to 
remain intact and managed. 

7. There will be no more than 3,000 cubic yards of compost intakes per year. 
8. The Township must be notified upon any sale of the property. On sale of the property, 

the review provisions of condition 5 will be reactivated for the new owner(s). 
9. No drop off of food scraps by third-parties is permitted. Food scraps may only be 

brought to the site by applicant’s company vehicles. No meat or animal parts may be 
included as composting intakes. 

10. Retail sales on site are limited to the hours of 11:00am – 3:00pm, and appointment only 
outside of those hours.  

11. The sign area of the permitted freestanding ground sign shall not exceed 30 square feet. 
12. If the composting operation is discontinued, any contamination and all composting 

material and intakes must be remediated and removed off of the site. 
 
After holding the public hearing, the Planning Commission recommended approval of the 
special use permit by a 6-0 vote with the 12 conditions listed above. 
 
 
 
Attachments: 7/8/23 Applicant Letter 

Comments Received at and Draft Minutes of Public Hearing at 9/11 PC Meeting 
  6/19 Planning Commission Staff Report 

Standards of Section 17.07.2.t. 
Application 
Site plan 
Township Engineer letter 

  Minutes of Public Hearing at 6/19 PC Meeting 



July 8, 2023

Board of Trustees
Cascade Township

Brian Hilbrands
Planning Director
Cascade Township

RE: Case 22-3746/Luis Chen

Dear Brian and Board of Trustees,

I received your written notice following our June 28 meeting. Please find below my response to
the three items requested by Brian Hilbrands to help expedite the review process.

I am also thankful for your time during the meeting and your willingness to look further into my
application. Respectfully I would like to ask you to consider the following:

1. The time and money I have spent in this process, conservatively $45,000 already spent on
site planning and design which includes engineers, geotechnical analysis, lawyers and
consultants. Also the loss of revenue over the past two years, estimated at $220,000. I am
committed to being a valued member of Cascade Township and prove my vision of a
composting farm in complete harmony with nature and the community. However the further we
extend this process the more it negatively affects me. I am now at risk of losing $266,000 of
grant money that was awarded by EGLE (Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes
and Energy) expiring in December 2023 if not used, to develop this beautiful compost farm
concept.

2. I have been thorough on my planning and proceeding with the township. I approached the
township prior to purchasing the property seeking guidance on steps and I have followed your
requests.

3. My project proposal, site design and operations have been reviewed and recommended for
approval by the township planning commission and members of the special committee
organized to create the ordinance. From April to August 2022 the planning commission and
special committee consulted and became acquainted with our project to provide an informed
decision in favor of our operation.

4. A cease and desist letter was issued from township attorney Mike Homier regarding a zoning
violation. It is important for our record to clarify that we did not cause a nuisance. A neighbor’s



dog trespassed over 300 feet into our property and was rolling in our piles of pre-composted
material in the process of relocation from our old site. A pile of compost is acceptable and
expected in an agricultural property. This event triggered further review of our operation.

5. Negative comments from neighbors at the planning commission meeting on June 22 and then
trustees meeting on June 28 were clearly misinformed opinions and without consideration to
read our 4 page site plan application. Almost all concerns and questions from neighbors can be
addressed on the site plan application. We also submitted a 24 page project proposal that has
been available at the township website since May 2022.

6. I have provided the township with industry professional counsel to further understand my
project. Aaron Hiday / Michigan Director and regulator of composting operations was present at
two of the meetings. He talked about the low nuisance risks of our site plan and nuisance
mitigation measures we are implementing. It is not in his best interest to advocate for a facility
with a potential to fail. Aaron spoke in favor of my experience as a compost operator and our
proposed site design at the Cascade location.

I brought Amy Freeman to the board of trustees meeting. A 30 year industry professional. She is
a former director of a large scale composting operation located in Genesee County MI, Country
Oaks. She is also on the board of directors of the Michigan Organics Council, a MI chapter of
the US Composting Council. She explained our operation and size classification as a
“community composter”. She is available to further talk about risks of nuisances and any
questions you may have. Her email organicsmaven@gmail.com

7. According to the Appraisal Institute (https://www.appraisalinstitute.org) neighbor property
values are affected by the conditions of nearby properties and the value of nearby properties.
Our permits, licensing or business organization is not a consideration for the value estimation of
neighboring homes. It is how our property looks and any nuisances present. Please refer to our
nuisance elimination measures presented below and our site beautification with landscaping.
The value of our property will significantly increase once we add the driveway, electricity, well
and the pond. With these additions to our property it is then a fact that our property value will
increase, hence positively affecting the value calculation of neighboring homes. Related article:
https://www.atlanticbay.com/knowledge-center/neighbors-affect-property-value/

8. Sadly most people’s only understanding of waste management is limited to a landfill, which is
why they are fearful and ignorant and can’t understand that there is a proper, clean, holistic way
to attend to organic waste material- which is composting. It is nothing like a landfill. It is aligned
with nature. The lack of exposure to this modality is symptomatic of how out of touch we are
with healthy environmental practices. One example of how unthreatening the veggie scraps are
in populated areas is our self-drop-off hubs where we keep 20 gal bins for members to drop off
their food scraps. Our oldest self-drop-off hub has been running for over two years without any
nuisances. All of these hubs are in partnership with businesses that host the collection bins.

In response to Brian Hilbrands three items request to expedite the process of review by the
board of trustees:

mailto:organicsmaven@gmail.com
https://www.appraisalinstitute.org
https://www.atlanticbay.com/knowledge-center/neighbors-affect-property-value/


A breakdown of the daily traffic that can be expected on site once it is fully operational.
This should include the number of employee vehicles entering the site, the expected
number of customer vehicles entering the site, and what the expected delivery schedule
will look like composting intakes. Will there be daily drop-offs of composting intakes
such as food scraps, or weekly drop-offs of larger quantities such as wood chips or
manure?

Once the site is fully operational this is the traffic we expect:

- Already submitted to the township. Page 1 of our site plan. More details:

- Daily (Mon-Fri) a total of 2 cars owned by Wormies or its staff going into the property once and
then leaving the property. We do not expect these 2 cars to be going in and out of the property
more than once per day.

- Expected number of customer vehicles will be for bulk sales of compost. We foresee an
average of 2 vehicles (pickup trucks) per day during the low season (Sept-Feb) and an average
of 5 vehicles (pickup trucks) during the busy season (Mar-Aug).

- Composting intake schedule: 1) Mon-Thu for food scraps from Wormies vehicles only. Pickup
trucks size F150 and F250 leave the site at 7am and return at 7pm. 2) wood chips and manure
will be coming from neighboring farm Melody Bee Farms once per month.

- Considering it is a 13.4 acre plot our expected traffic possesses no burden to current road
traffic. Another agricultural operation or ARC approved use of land possesses a greater
potential for more traffic than what we propose.

A narrative describing in detail what measures you will be taking to eliminate noxious
odors from leaving the site, as well as how any potential airborne and waterborne
contaminants are prevented from leaving the site and affecting any neighboring
properties. Some of this information may already be required when you apply for an
EGLE permit, so it would be helpful if you could submit it to us now.

Noxious odors are not a part of our regular daily operation and we do not have to deal with that
sort of issue as part of our regular operation. Though we do not expect noxious odors to be
present either coming from our intake material or output material we have measures in place to
prevent and eliminate in the case it happens:

Preventative measures for noxious odors:

1. We accept vegetables scraps only. No meat or animal parts.

2. We are a micro-hauling operation. 5gal or 20gal size bins are picked up by Wormies staff at
customer locations. At this point an assessment is made by our driver on the conditions of the
material. If bins are putrid and with noxious odor it is left at the customer location for landfill
disposal.



3. The volume of food scraps brought to our site at once in our pickup truck averages 1 cubic
yard. This is easily mixed with carbon material and covered within 10 minutes. We use a tractor
or skid steer for this task. Two skid steer buckets (1 cubic yard) of carbon material such as
woodchips is mixed per 1 cubic yard of food scraps.

4. Woodchips, sawdust and Biochar (charcoal) will be available at all times for odor elimination
purposes. If there is ever the need to cover or mix material that has a noxious odor. These
materials due to their high porosity are highly effective in absorbing any smells and liquids.

5. Our farm and compost piles are physically monitored and supervised twice daily by Wormies
staff trained by US Composting Council as Compost Facility Operators. Trained supervision is
present when receiving, mixing and moving raw materials.

6. The maximum size and capacity of our active composting phase is 200 cubic yards. In the
case of noxious odor this active pile can easily be covered with carbon material to eliminate
odor or it can be removed from the site within 24 hrs using 50 cubic yd containers, removal with
an estimated cost of $4,000. Tractor operators from Wormies staff are available 24x7 to execute
odor elimination measures such as adding carbon material to the pile or removing material from
the farm.

7. An odor is the vaporization of a volatile chemical compound. Naturally this odor or gas will
travel up and out of a pile if not captured by available carbon material. Our active piles contain
an average of 50% carbon material as part of our composting recipe. Carbon material, such as
woodchips absorbs potential gas. Once the pile is built, it is topped with a layer of finished
compost for the purpose of bio-filtration, and moisture retention. In addition any inadvertent odor
being released from the pile is blocked by the covering on top of our active compost bays and it
will drip back into the piles. This is an intentional part of our Aerated Compost system designed
by Peter Moon from O2 Compost.

8. Above mentioned measures 1 to 7 are well above Best Management Practices. We operate
and we are regulated as a commercial composter but we handle volumes that are considerably
smaller than a commercial composter and smaller than an on-farm composting operation allows.
Hence our risks are considerably less than an average commercial composter.

9. Composting is an aerobic process. It requires oxygen for aerobic organisms to survive and
work through these organic materials (food waste). Worms, roly-poly, rove beetles, millipedes
and centipedes are some of the aerobic organisms that you will find in our windrows (piles).
These organisms are not attracted and will not survive in anaerobic environments.

10. Anaerobic environments is what happens at the landfill due to the presence of inorganic
material such as plastics & metals, when mixed with organic material such as food waste, the
food waste decomposes anaerobically due to the lack of oxygen that can’t travel freely through
those piles. A different set of organisms thrive in an anaerobic environment, such as maggots
and flies. We do not have anaerobic environments.

11. In 6 years of operation we have never had nuisance issues of smell, pest attraction or noise.
We take pride in working in complete harmony with nature and our surroundings.



12. We provide an aerobic environment to our compost process with our composting recipe with
at least a 50:50 ratio of carbon to nitrogen material.

13. We provide an aerobic environment to our compost process by placing pipes that blow air
underneath our active piles. These pipes provide oxygen from underneath the piles, preventing
it from becoming anaerobic. This system of composting is called “forced aeration”.

14. Vegetative filters such as trees is the most effective way to dissipate odors molecules in the
air. The job of trees is to filter and improve air quality through their leaves. The entire perimeter
of our property is already surrounded by 15 to 20 feet buffer of trees of different kinds. We have
also plans to plant over 200 trees (100 already planted) as part of the regenerative practices
that supports our compost operation.

Preventing airborne and waterborne contaminants from leaving the site:

1. Our compost area was professionally designed by licensed engineers at RRS (Resource
Recycling Systems). RRS is a leading recycling and composting consulting and engineering firm
with projects all over the world. Including the design of Grand Rapids Butterworth compost site.
They are headquartered in Ann Arbor. https://recycle.com/about-us/

2. Our Covered Aerated Static Pile Compost System was designed by Peter Moon from O2
Compost. Cutting edge composting system recognized globally. https://www.o2compost.com

From O2 Compost Website:
WHY IS THE O2COMPOST SYSTEM BETTER?
* Mitigates impacts to surface and ground water resources
* Produces high quality compost in 30 - 60 day
* Eliminates pathogens, parasites, and weed seeds
* No odors, no impact to air quality, reduced volatile organic compounds and greenhouse gases
* No Vectors like rodents, flies, and birds
* No pile turning. Greatly reduced cost of labor, fuel, and equipment use / maintenance

3. Per page 1 of our site plan submitted to the township and reviewed by township engineers
and the planning commission: The first phase (active phase) of composting will occur within a
covered aerated static pile system on an engineered surface comprised of 6 inches of asphalt
overlaying a compacted base of engineered fill. This type of construction makes rainfall runoff
and compost material management efficient throughout the year and ensures that the entire
facility is accessible in all weather conditions. All-weather access provided by an engineered
surface facilitates compost management without gravel entering the streams and promotes the
quick drainage of runoff waters from beneath the compost piles. Drainage structures will convey
water away from the piles and direct it to a lined catchment area or collection basin. The lined
catchment area (no outlet and no groundwater discharge) with volume capacity for a 100 year
24-hour storm is proposed to catch compost leachate or "wastewater" from the composting pad.
The stormwater from the other proposed structures and paved parking of the site will be
directed around and beyond the compost pad and lined catchment basin to infiltrate and flow



overland to the stormwater retention pond in the SW, also designed for a 100 year 24-hour
storm. The proposed retention pond and stormwater will not disturb the existing wetland on the
adjacent property to the NW and the compost pad is at least 200 feet from the surface
water/wetland (as required by the EGLE compost site regulations). The water table at the
location of the proposed retention pond should be at least 18" below the retention pond and at
least 4' below the asphalt compost pad. The compost pad surface is sloped at 1-2% to facilitate
runoff between bays. Site operators will regularly inspect the pad surface to manage the water
runoff. The engineered, impervious compost pad and compost "wastewater" catchment basin
pond meets the requirements for composting as required by the Michigan Department of Great
Lakes, Environment and Energy (EGLE). The proposed compost pad, typical CASP system
stormwater design calculations are is shown in site
plan sheets 2,3 and 4.

4. Pre-composted material is then setup in covered windrows for further curing with worms. The
covering on the windrows acts as prevention for runoff water in the event of rain and it also
protects our worms from heat, water and sunlight. At this stage of our process the composted
material acts as a sponge rather than releasing any moisture into the ground. Though no water
is expected to runoff the windrows, the area where the windrows are placed is sloped to direct
runoff water into our pond.

5. The trees and field crops planted on the property help limit stormwater runoff. As part of our
composting operation we keep the soil in our property protected and lively with cover crops,
shrubs and trees.

5. Measures 1 to 14 for noxious odors explained above also apply on preventing airborne
contaminants from leaving the site and affecting neighboring properties.

6. The composting process is classified as non-hazardous by the EPA and the food waste, wood
waste and manures that we use is also classified as “non-hazardous wastes”. These waste
might have the potential to be obnoxious if not managed, but it isn’t inherently harmful. There is
a much more higher risks to human and environmental health when using household products
such as RoundUp.

7. The size of our operation does not require the use of heavy duty equipment that can cause
dust. Our regular operation does not require the use of shredders, large loaders, semi trucks,
bulldozers or excavators. We use a small tractor (Kubota LA525), a skidsteer (CASE TR310),
two pickup trucks and a trailer.

If you are aware of any studies done on similar composting operations that demonstrate
how they may or may not affect neighboring properties I believe the Board members
would be interested in seeing those as well.

The scale of our compost operation and the model of our business is classified by ILSR
(Institute for Local Self Reliance) as a “Community Composting Operation”. ILSR is a national
research and advocacy organization dedicated to building an American economy driven by local
priorities and accountable to people and the planet.



From ILSR, list of community composters nationwide, including Wormies:
https://ilsr.org/composting/community-composter-coalition/

Examples of community composters located in expensive neighborhoods or densely populated
areas:

- Community Compost Co. https://www.hudsonsoil.com Located in Hudson Valley NY at
5941 Route 209, Kerhonkson, NY. They have been in business since 2016. Their closest
residential neighbor is less than 500 ft away. Average residential property value is
$1,200,000.

- Red Hook Compost / The NYC Compost Project http://www.added-value.org/compost
Located at 103 Ostego St, Brooklyn NY. They have been operating since 2015. The
largest community composting program in the US processing over 225 tons/year. The
median price of a residential property in Brooklyn NY is $840,000.

- Bennett Compost https://www.bennettcompost.com/home#our-story Located at 5650
Rising Sun Ave, Philadelphia PA. Operating since 2009. Median price of residential
properties in that block is $360,000.

From ILSR: https://ilsr.org/composting/what-is-community-composting/

What is community composting?
Composting can take place at many levels – backyard, block, neighborhood, schoolyard,
community, and regional – and in urban, suburban, and rural areas. There are many methods
and sizes. Large-scale centralized facilities can serve wide geographic areas and divert
significant quantities of organic materials from disposal. Composting locally at the neighborhood
or community-level yields many other benefits: social inclusion and empowerment, greener
neighborhoods, improved local soils, enhanced food security and fewer food deserts, less truck
traffic hauling garbage, more local jobs, and increased composting know-how and skills within
the local workforce that is reinforced in the next generation. When composting is small-sized
and locally based, community participation and education can flourish. When materials are
collected and transported out of the community for processing, few if any of these benefits are
realized at the local level. In addition, community-scale operations can move from concept to
operation in a relatively short time frame. And community composting can build critical support
for and participation in future citywide food scrap recovery programs.

Guiding Principles of Community Composting:
- Resources recovered: Waste is reduced; food scraps and other organic materials are

diverted from disposal and composted.
- Locally based and closed loop: Organic materials are a community asset, and are

generated and recycled into compost within the same neighborhood or community.
- Organic materials returned to soils: Compost is used to enhance local soils, support local

food production, and conserve natural ecology by improving soil structure and
maintaining nutrients, carbon, and soil microorganisms.

https://www.hudsonsoil.com
http://www.added-value.org/compost
https://www.bennettcompost.com/home#our-story


- Community-scaled and diverse: Composting infrastructure is diverse, distributed, and
sustainable; systems are scaled to meet the needs of a self-defined community.

- Community engaged, empowered, and educated: Compost programming engages and
educates the community in food systems thinking, resource stewardship, or community
sustainability, while providing solutions that empower individuals, businesses, and
institutions to capture organic waste and retain it as a community resource.

- Community supported: Aligns with community goals (such as healthy soils and healthy
people) and is supported by the community it serves. The reverse is true, too; a
community composting program supports community social, economic, and
environmental well-being.

Cascade Township community will benefit from having our community compost operation and
the natural beauty of our site design.

More benefits of our compost being easily available to our community. According to the EPA,
compost also has a knack for suppressing diseases, helping to decrease the need for pesticides
and inorganic fertilizers. Just like how compost helps prevent pathogens that cause disease in
plants, it also helps destroy pathogens in soil and air.

I hope this additional information helps you make a more informed decision. Based on my quick
turn around of information and thorough proposal I have previously submitted that contains
additional information as well as this additional information I respectfully request to add us to the
agenda for the July 26 board of trustees meeting. Thanks again for your time.

Luis Chen
Founder and Owner
Wormies, LLC
616-322-1677
luis@thewormies.com



 

Cascade Charter Township, Planning Commission Minutes – September 11, 2023 
 

Mike Cronk (6830 Burton St) is a neighbor of the applicant and has no issues with the 
fence.   

Rosalva Clap, owner of 3 homes in Cascade, said if the applicant were to plant bushes, 
deer would eat them.  

Joann King, the applicant, said the township previously did not allow parking of campers 
on home sites in 2014. She stated that ZA Smith-Jacoby has been great help to her.  

Motion was made by Member Engel to close public hearing. Supported by Member 
Moxley. Motion carried 6 to 0.  

Member Rowland suggested having the Zoning Board review RV standards so if a 
recreational vehicle obstructs a neighbor's view, the owner should have to put up a 
fence. 

Motion was made by Member Engel to approve the Special Use Permit allowing for an 
8-foot-tall fence. Supported by Member Noordhoek. Motion carried 6 to 0.  

ARTICLE 9. Case #23-3746 

  Property Address: 5745 Whitneyville Ave 

Requested Action: Type II Special Use Permit to construct a commercial composting 
operation.  

Planning Director Hilbrands presented the case and explained the applicant is 
requesting a Type II Special Use Permit to allow for commercial composting operation in 
the Agricultural and Rural Conservation zoning district. The Planning Commission 
previously forwarded a positive recommendation to the Township Board and the Board 
decided to send the application back for further consideration. There were concerns 
expressed about the on-site retail and potential negative effects the operation may have 
on neighboring properties. 

The applicants provided a letter, located in the packet, with information addressing 
concerns. They describe measures being taken to prevent odor and contaminants from 
leaving the site along with a plan for runoff.   

There have been additional conditions added to address the Township Board’s 
concerns. Planning Director Hilbrands suggested an edit to condition 13 to read, “If the 
composting operation is discontinued, any contamination and all composting material 
and composting intakes must be remediated and removed off of the site.” 

Staff recommended forwarding a positive recommendation back to the Township Board 
with the 13 conditions listed in the packet. 

Chair Noordyke reiterated for the audience that this meeting is not to approve the 
Wormies operation, as it has previously been approved by former Township staff. 

Member Noordhoek expressed concern with the commercial aspect of the Special Use 
Permit. Planning Director Hilbrands said the applicants are not necessarily proposing 
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that, rather that is the way the zoning ordinance is written. A zoning amendment can be 
made in the future to exclude the word “commercial.” One of the proposed conditions 
also limits sales on the property to appointment only. 

Luis Chen, the applicant, agreed that the commercial composting title is not applicable, 
as they are a farm composting operation with associated sales. He addressed an issue 
with condition number 10 regarding the request to plant 5 trees. Chen said it is unfair 
because there is not a house built there yet, there is natural screening from a hill, and it 
may cost up to $5,000.  

Member Rowland asked if the applicant had an issue with the condition limiting sales by 
appointment. Chen noted that it seemed unfair to include that as a condition, but that is 
how they were planning to operate.  

Member Bruneau questioned whether condition number 9 could be reworded to 
include what is allowed, opposed to what is not allowed. Planning Director Hilbrands 
explained it was written that way since the items singled out were most likely to cause 
smell or attract bugs and animals.  

Motion was made by Member Engel to open public hearing. Supported by Member 
Moxley. Motion carried 6 to 0.  

Laurel Johnson (5640 Whitneyville Ave) stated the applicants have stated their intention 
to have school groups visit for educational programming. She explained how there have 
been no discussion on how they will make this operation ADA compliant for these 
school groups and classes. 

Daren Stedman (5539 Whitneyville) said they have already planted 100 trees and he did 
not understand the pushback for the 5 additional trees.  

Jim Beary (5651 Whitneyville) is the property owner who requested the trees be planted 
along his property line. He explained the request is to insure the enjoyment of his 
property.   

Alice VanTuinen (5527 Whitneyville) stated she was unaware this was already approved. 
It was her understanding that someone previously gave permission, but she is 
disappointed. She wanted Cascade to maintain the community’s natural beauty.  

Chandler Michalsky (5745 Whitneyville) agreed with the previous comment and 
presented a picture of green space, stating that the entire northeast portion of the 
property will be left wild for pollinators, songbirds, and butterflies.  

Gerald Alexander (5860 Whitneyville) stated there is increased traffic in the area and 
does not want more. He suggested adding a flashing red light to the intersection at 60th 
St.  

Del Warner (5488 Whitneyville) did not understand why there would be a commercial 
business in the middle of a residential area.  
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Scot VanSolkema (2570 Orange) had a discussion with the applicant earlier and learned 
he purchased the land, with promise from a previous township employee, that he could 
operate his business here. He further stated the area is zoned for agriculture, the 
applicants use no pesticides or chemicals, and that limiting sales is not how America 
works.  

Rudy Klein (5542 Whitneyville) wondered if anyone would want this business sitting in 
their backyard. 

Megan Kroll with Miller Johnson LLC is the legal counsel for Wormies. She thanked the 
commission for their thoughtful consideration of the application. She stated the 
applicant has done everything asked of them repeatedly and hopes they can reach 
approval tonight. Kroll explained they received a substantial grant from the State of 
Michigan conditioned on receiving expansion approval by December.    

Criag Rumschlag (8456 Laural Ridge) wanted members to consider other products the 
applicants might be growing, such as marijuana.  

A letter was submitted to Township staff prior to the meeting: 

“To the Zoning Board of Cascade Township 

To be read into the zoning commission minutes 9/11/2023. Whitneyville has survived 
for more than a century as a community of family homes and neighborly interactions. 
New residential developments and many interdenominational churches. Traffic has 
increase with many aggregate trucks passing there at 50 miles per hour and causing 
difficulty accessing private drives, additional truck traffic will further impact private 
residences but is this the best plan to allow industrial development in Cascade? When 
there are ample areas for industrial type businesses along the 36th Street, 32nd Street 
and Patterson corridors. 

Leave Whitneyville to residential housing along with the turkeys and deer populations 
shared as a country community. 

Residences of Whitneyville in opposition to the proposed recycling operation in our 
community.” 

The letter was signed by 12 property owners along Whitenyville Ave. 

Motion was made by Member Engel to close public hearing. Supported by Member 
Moxley. Motion carried 6 to 0.  

Chair Noordyke said that ADA compliance is something to consider, especially if there 
will be field trips there. Planning Director Hilbrands said from a zoning perspective they 
do not have ADA requirements, but there might be building code requirements.  

Member Bruneau expressed reservations on making provisions based on the potential 
that someone will build in the future. He also was not supportive of conditions 10 and 
11.  
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Member Noordhoek did not believe Wormies would generate enough traffic to the 
point of Kent County conducting a traffic study. Regarding by-appointment sales, he 
figured the commission and Wormies are on the same page that limiting the number of 
people coming in at random hours during the day would be beneficial. 

Member Rowland suggested having a small window during the day where sales could 
take place and anything outside that time frame is by-appointment.  

Motion was made by Member Rowland to accept the additional conditions suggested 
with the removal of number 10 and revisions to number 11 to include retail sale hours 
of operation conducted between 11am-3pm with anything outside those hours being 
appointment only. Supported by Member Moxley. Motion carried 6 to 0.  

ARTICLE 10. Old Business 

  There was no old business to discuss.  

ARTICLE 11. Any Other Business 

Planning Director Hilbrands said the initial meeting for the Village Design Review 
Committee was recently held. The purpose of this committee is to analyze the current 
regulations and see what should be altered. 

Member Bruneau wondered how the deer population issue could get better managed. 
He believes that everyone will start asking for 8’ tall fences. 

ARTICLE 12. Acknowledge any visitors and those wishing to speak. 

  There was no one that wished to speak. 

ARTICLE 13. Adjournment  

Motion was made by Member Engel to adjourn the meeting. Supported by Member 
Moxley. Motion carried 6 to 0. The meeting adjourned at 8:36 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joe Engel, Secretary 
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STAFF REPORT 
 
STAFF REPORT:  Case # 22-3746 
REPORT DATE:  June 13, 2023 
PREPARED FOR:  Cascade Charter Township Planning Commission 
MEETING DATE:  June 19, 2023 
PREPARED BY:  Brian Hilbrands, Planning Director 

 
APPLICANT 

Luis Chen 
5745 Whitneyville Ave SE 

Alto, MI 49302 
 
STATUS 
OF APPLICANT:  Owner 
 
REQUESTED ACTION: Type II Special Use Permit for a commercial composting operation 
 
EXISTING ZONING OF 
SUBJECT PARCEL: ARC, Agriculture/Rural Conservation 
 
GENERAL LOCATION: West side of Whitneyville Ave, between 52nd St and 60th St  

 
PARCEL SIZE: 13.4 Acres 
 
EXISTING LAND USE 
ON THE PARCEL: Vacant/Agricultural 
 
ADJACENT AREA 
LAND USES: N,E,W – Residential 
 S – Vacant/Agricultural 
  
ZONING ON 
ADJOINING PARCELS: All ARC 
 
 
STAFF COMMENTS: 
 

1. The applicant is requesting a Type II Special Use Permit to construct a new commercial 
composting operation. The operation would include two buildings (a 5,040 square foot 
hoop house and a 1,200 square foot pole barn), an asphalt compost pad that will include 
covered compost bays, a gravel driveway, ten parking spaces, and an area of covered 
compost rows. The special use will be reviewed using the standards of Chapter 17, 
specifically Section 17.07.2.t. 
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2. As a reminder, the requirements of Section 17.07.2.t were developed by the Township 
last year as a result of activity on this property. Previous Township staff had informed the 
applicant that the composting use would be permitted By Right. After the Township 
received a complaint from a neighbor the use was reviewed again, and it was determined 
that it would be more appropriate to be permitted as a Special Use. As a result, the 15 
requirements included in Section 17.07.2.t were developed. The property owner is now 
applying for the required Special Use permit. 

 
3. The applicant has provided a narrative describing the proposed use and how it will 

operate. The facility will be used to receive composting intakes, such as leaves, 
woodchips, manure, and food scraps, mix and process those intakes to create compost 
and soil mixes, and prepare finished material for sale and distribution. 
 

4. The operation is located on a parcel that meets the minimum size requirement of 10 acres, 
and the operational area (buildings, composting areas, material storage, etc.) meets the 
minimum setback requirements of 150’ from property lines and 250’ from residential 
dwellings. 
 

5. Operational areas are required to be visually screened if they are located within 400’ of a 
parcel with a residential use. The operational area is located within 400’ of the residential 
parcels to the west and north. There are a number of existing trees along those property 
lines that the site plan indicates will remain. The Planning Commission should consider if 
those trees are an adequate screen. It is also worth noting that the operational area is 
within 400’ of the property to the northeast (5651 Whitneyville Ave). That property is 
currently vacant but staff have received notice from the new property owner that they 
intend to build a home shortly.  
 

6. The operational area is limited to 30% of the total area of the parcel, while at least 50% 
of the parcel must be kept natural, landscaped, or used for agriculture. The site plan 
indicates that the operational area encompasses approximately 16% of the parcel, while 
58% will be kept natural, landscaped, or used for agriculture. 
 

7. Equipment operation and the receiving or distribution of materials, including 
retail/wholesale sales, may only occur between the hours of 7:00am to 9:00pm. 
 

8.  The operation is limited to 3,000 cubic yards of intake material and 3,000 cubic yards of 
output material per year, and may have a maximum of 4,500 cubic yards of 
compost/composting intake/finished compost on site at any one time, with no more than 
1,000 cubic yards being composting intake. 
 

9. The operation must take reasonable action to mitigate the potential of odor leaving the 
site. The applicant should provide information on how that will be done. 
 

10. The site will be accessed with a curb cut onto Whitneyville. The location of will need to 
be approved by the KCRC and a driveway permit will need to be obtained. 
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11. A well and septic system will be added and will require approval from the Kent County 
Health Department. 
 

12. A photometric plan was submitted that meets Township requirements. 
 

13. The Fire and Building Departments have reviewed and approved the plans. 
 

14. The Gerald R Ford Airport staff have been made aware of the project and provided 
comments. 
 

15. The Township Engineer has reviewed and approved the plans, and their comments are 
included in your packet. The proposed stormwater controls include a lined collection 
basin to capture water runoff from the asphalt compost pad, and a retention basin for the 
remaining water runoff. A stormwater maintenance agreement will be required 
 

16. The operation is required to be registered with EGLE within one year of commencing 
operations, and must comply with all standards, rules, and regulations of registered 
compost operations. The applicant must also return to the Planning Commission for an 
annual review for a minimum of two years after receiving the special use permit. They 
must also keep an inventory log showing the amount of composting intake and the total 
composted output, which shall be provided to the Planning Commission at the annual 
review and as otherwise requested by the Township. 
 

17. The applicant notes that if they receive Township approval, they will develop a compost 
site management plan as part of their registration with EGLE. The applicant should also 
submit the plan to the Township. 

 
18. Section 17.06 as well as 17.07 of the zoning ordinance requires the Planning Commission 

to review several factors before making a recommendation to the Township Board.  I 
have listed those items for your consideration followed by my comments for each. 
 

Factors Comments 
Be designed, constructed, operated and 
maintained so as to be harmonious and 
appropriate in appearance with the existing or 
intended character of the area in which the use 
is proposed. 

The operation is located on an agriculturally 
zoned parcel with neighboring parcels that are 
also agriculturally zoned.  

Be adequately served by essential facilities and 
services such as highways, streets, police and 
fire protection, drainage, refuse disposal, water 
and sewer facilities and schools. 

This site would have well and septic and is 
located on a collector street. 

Not create excessive additional requirements at 
public cost for public facilities and services. 

This site would not cause excessive additional 
requirements at the expense of the public.  

Not cause traffic congestion, conflict or 
movement in greater proportion to that 
normally prevailing for the use in the particular 

The operation would not appear to create 
excessive traffic compared to other allowed 
uses such as greenhouses or schools, but the 
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zoning district. applicant should speak to how traffic will be 
minimized. 

Not involve uses, activities, processes, 
materials, equipment or conditions of operation 
that will be detrimental to any persons, 
property, or the general welfare by reason of 
noxious or offensive production of noise, 
smoke, fumes, glare, vibration, odor or traffic. 
 

The proposed use has the potential to be 
detrimental to neighboring properties if it is not 
well managed. The applicant should speak to 
the methods that will be used to prevent 
negative impacts on neighboring properties. 
 

 
 

Section 21.07: Criteria For Site Plan Approval: 
The Planning Commission shall use the following criteria in evaluating a site plan submittal: 
 
1.  Whether the required information has been furnished in sufficiently complete and understandable form to allow 
an accurate description of the proposed use(s) and structure(s) in terms of density, location, area, height, bulk, 
placement, setbacks, performance characteristics, parking, and traffic circulation. 
 
2.  Whether there are ways in which the configuration of uses and structures can be changed which would improve 
the impact of the development on adjoining and nearby properties, persons, and activities, and on the community, 
while allowing reasonable use of the property within the scope of district regulations and other regulations of this 
Ordinance that are applicable to the property and proposed use and structures. 
 
3.  The extent to which natural features and characteristics of the large trees, natural groves, watercourses, and 
similar will be preserved; the regard given to existing natural features that would add attractiveness to the property 
and environs if they were preserved; the preservation of natural drainage systems the dedication and/or provision, 
where appropriate, of scenic easements, natural buffering, and other techniques for preservation and enhancement of 
the physical environment. 
 
 STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
A Type II Special Use Permit requires approval from the Township Board. Staff is 
recommending that the Planning Commission provide a positive recommendation to the 
Township Board regarding the commercial composting operation, with the following conditions: 
 

1. The applicant complies with the Township Engineer letter dated May 15, 2023, 
and all necessary permits are obtained before construction begins. 

2. Record the stormwater maintenance agreement. 
3. Any work within the right-of-way receives approval from KCRC and a driveway 

permit is obtained. 
4. The applicant registers with the EGLE Material Management Division (EGLE 

MMD), and provides a copy of the Compost Site Management Plan to the 
Township. The operation must comply with all standards, rules, and regulations of 
EGLE MMD registered compost operations. 

5. The site continues to meet all the special use requirements of Section 17.07(2)(t) 
of the zoning ordinance. This includes the requirement that the applicant return to 
the Planning Commission for an annual review for a minimum of two years after 
receiving the special land use permit, and thereafter at the discretion of the 
Planning Commission, and that the applicant shall keep an inventory log showing 
the amount of composting intake and the total composting output, which shall be 
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provided to the Planning Commission at the annual review and as otherwise 
requested by the Township. 

 
 
ATTACHMENTS:   Standards of Section 17.07.2.t. 

Application 
Site plan 
Township Engineer letter 
EGLE Isolation Distance Information 
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2) Due to the lower topography for some of the
properties along I-96, a taller building may
be allowed by the Township but in no case
shall the height of the building exceed 72
feet or be more than 48 feet above the
height of I-96 whichever is less.  For
purposed of determining the elevation of the
highway, the highest point of the highway
that is adjacent to the eligible property, will
be used.  For the eligible property the pre-
development elevation will be used.  Both
elevations will be determined based on the
Cascade Township REGIS system.

3) The application for special land use approval
shall include a visual impact analysis,
prepared by the applicant, which includes
graphic depiction of the anticipated visual
appearance of the building from important
vantage points in the surrounding area.
Methods used in preparing the analysis shall
be reviewed and approved by the Planning
Director.

4) In order to increase the height of the
building beyond 48 feet, an elevated setback
will be required.  Elevated setbacks create a
stepped facade, helping maintain light and
air space and reduce the impact of building
height on pedestrian and vehicular
environments.  The increased setback shall
be an additional ten (10) feet in the front,
side, and rear yards for each ten (10) feet of
additional height or for each story, which
ever is less.  See Figure 17-2.

5) Increased height shall not be in conflict with
any Federal Aviation Administration
regulations.

6) The Planning Commission may require
modifications to exterior building materials
and architectural features to result in
greater building articulation.

7) The Planning Commission shall determine
the appropriate height allowance based on
one or more of the following incentives
provided:
i. Civic Space Incentive: Civic space may be

in the form of plazas, squares, greens or
parks that provide space for community
gathering.  Civic spaces may provide
landscaping, seating, lighting, public art

or a water feature, and be oriented to 
the public realm. 

ii. Energy Efficient Design: The project may
be constructed utilizing a nationally
recognized green building rating system.
Owners or developers applying for the
special land use shall identify the system
chosen at the time of application and
shall provide quarterly updates that
identify progress.

iii. Roof Top Uses Incentive:  The applicant
may provide access and use by utility
providers, including the Township for
communications antennae.

iv. Low Impact Development Incentive: The
applicant may provide best
management practices for drainage,
such as green roofs, pervious pavement,
bioswales, or others, to minimize
discharge or result in zero discharge
from the site.

v. Streetscape Incentive: The project may
incorporate entry features in the form
of decorative street lighting and
landscaping to match those along 28th
Street within the Cascade Township
Downtown Development Authority.

vi. Other Incentives:  The applicant may
present to the Township other
incentives which help mitigate any real
or perceived impact of additional
building height.

t. Commercial composting operations with
associated limited retail and wholesale trade of
material created on the premises.

300’
100’ 

25’

Figure 17-2 
INCREASED BUILDING HEIGHT IN ES DISTRICT 

©birchlerarroyo 
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1) Minimum parcel size shall be 10 acres in the
ARC and FP zoning districts and 2 acres in
the I zoning district. Operational areas
(buildings, composting areas, material
storage, etc.) in the ARC and FP districts shall
be located a minimum of 150 feet from
property lines and 250 feet from adjacent
residential dwellings. Operational areas in
the I zoning district must meet the setback
requirements of that district and shall also
be located a minimum of 250 feet from
adjacent residential dwellings.

2) Operational areas shall be visually screened
from neighboring parcels with a screen
consisting of berming, fencing, and/or
vegetation buffer if the operational areas are
within 400 feet of a residential parcel.

3) The operation must be registered with the
Michigan Department of Environment, Great
Lakes and Energy - Material Management
Division (EGLE MMD) within one year of
commencing operations. The operation must
comply with all other applicable federal,
state, and local laws, rules and regulations.
The operation must comply with all
standards, rules, and regulations of EGLE
MMD registered compost operations.

4) When located in the ARC or FP districts,
operational areas are limited to 30% of the
total area of the parcel and 50% of the total
area of the parcel must be kept natural,
landscaped, or used for agriculture.

5) Equipment operation and receiving or
distribution of materials, including
retail/wholesale sales, may only occur
between the hours of 7:00am to 9:00pm.

6) The use shall comply with all applicable
Township and local Ordinances, regulations
and standards including, but not limited to,
the Township Noise Ordinance, stormwater
regulations and lighting regulations.

7) The applicant must return to the Planning
Commission for an annual review for a
minimum of two years after receiving the
special land use permit, and, thereafter, at
the discretion of the Planning Commission.
The applicant shall keep an inventory log
showing the amount of Composting Intake
and the total composted output, which shall

be provided to the Township Planning 
Commission at the annual review and as 
otherwise requested by the Township.  

8) An operation located on a parcel 20 acres or
less in size in the ARC or FP districts is limited
to 3,000 cubic yards of intake material and
3,000 cubic yards of output material per
year. Facilities exceeding 3,000 cubic yards
of intake and/or output per year may be
permitted at the discretion of the Township,
but must be located on a parcel that exceeds
20 acres in size, or in the I district.

9) An operation may have a maximum of 4,500
cubic yards of compost/composting
intake/finished compost on site at any one
time, with no more than 1,000 cubic yards
being composting intake. Greater volume
may be allowed at the discretion of the
Township for operations located in the I
district or on parcels 20 acres or more in size
in the ARC or FP districts.

10) The facility must take reasonable action to
mitigate the potential of odor leaving the
site, such as using negative aeration systems
or other common industry methods for odor
mitigation. Such odor mitigation methods
are subject to review and approval of the
Township through the special land use
approval process. The site shall be kept neat
and clean and there shall be no noxious
odors or garbage affecting neighboring
properties.

11) In the case of vermiculture, the species of
worms that may be used are limited to red
wiggler (Eisenia fetida), red worms
(lumbricus rubellus), and other species that
are native to Michigan, at the discretion of
the Township.

12) All machinery and equipment, except for
motor vehicles and trailers used in the
conduct of business, shall be stored within a
completely enclosed building. Motor
vehicles and trailers shall be stored indoors,
out‐of‐view when not in use for longer than
a two‐week period.

13) Retail and wholesale sales on the premises
to the general public shall be limited to
material created on the site.
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14) If waste from sorting exceeds one (1) cubic
yard per month, that sorting process must
be located in the Industrial (I) zoning district.

15) All Composting Intake material must be
covered or stored so that it is contained and
protected from wildlife and leaving the site.



 

5745 Whitneyville Ave 







SHEET 1 OF 5
SHEET 1: COVER SHEET, USE DESCRIPTION, AREA MAP

SHEET 2: EXISTING AND PROPOSED SITE LAYOUT, NATURAL
FEATURES, UTILITIES,  AND STRUCTURES
SHEET 3: STRUCTURE DETAILS AND ELEVATIONS, ENTRANCE
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DESCRIPTION
SHEET 5: PHOTOMETRIC PLAN
Wormie's Compost Farm Design
5745 Whitneyville Rd,
Alto, Michigan 49302
Prepared by: Nicole E. Chardoul, Youssef Darwich
April 18, 2023

Acres SqFt or ft % Maximum
 Allowed

Minimum
Allowed

Proposed Use

Total parcel area 13.4 583,836
SqFt

100 N/A 10

Operational areas (buildings
compost areas, material storage,
 etc.)

93,410 SqFt 16 30%

Natural areas (landscaped or
agriculture)

339,040
SqFt

58 50%

Front, side & rear yard building
setbacks or agricultural buildings
 and structures

150ft 150 ft from
property lines;
250 ft from
adjacent
dwelling

Max building height 150ft 35ft
Hoop House 5,040 Sq Ft <1 Operations &

 Curing
Barn 1,200 Sq Ft <1 Storage &

Maintenance
Asphalt compost pad 6,784 Sq Ft 1
Concrete parking pad 1,320 Sq Ft <1

That part of North 1/2 of the Southwest 1/4 of
Section35, Town 6 North, Range 10 West,
Cascade Township, Kent County, Michigan,
described as: Commencing at the West
1/4 corner of said Section 35; thence
N89°39'18"E 1447.23 feet along the North line
of said SW %4, to the point of beginning;
thence N89°39'18"E 767.60 feet along the North
line of said SW 4; thence S00°31'18"E 156.00
feet; thence N89°39'18"E 76.61 feet; thence
S00°31'18"E 459.00 feet; thence N89°39'18”E
360.00 feet; thence S00°31'18"E 66.00 feet;
thence S89°39'18"W 1204.21 feet;
thence NO0°31718”W 681.00 feet, to the point
of beginning. Parcel contains 13.47 acres.
Subject to highway right of
way for Whitneyville Road.

Narrative and Site Plan included in this application demonstrates how the proposed operation
will meet the special use design standards found in Section 17.07 of the Cascade Township
zoning ordinance amendment that was approved by the Township to allow (subsection section
17.07 t) commercial composting with associated limited retail and wholesale trade of material
created on the premises as a special use.

The property is 13.47 acres located at 5745 Whitneyville Road in the ARC (Agricultural Rural
Conservation) zoning district, which allows for commercial composting operations involving
limited retail and wholesale trade of material created on the premises. The proposed Wormies
Compost Site will provide a properly designed space for compost production and provide a rich
soil amendment for soil health and landscaping use and will meet the special use design
standards found in Section 17.07 of the Cascade Township zoning ordinance.
The compost site will register with the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes and
Energy- Material Management Division (EGLE MMD) after township approval of the site plan.
EGLE registration requires that the operation follows best management practices to minimize
noise, odor and dust production, does not cause a nuisance to neighbors, and protects compost
wastewater from entering the groundwater and surface waters.

Wormies Compost Site- Type II Special Use Site Plan

Type II Special Use Site Plan Approval

Narrative and Proposed Use

Planned development timeline is May to December 2023 for all composting operation areas.
The barn, which is planned for equipment storage, utility storage and bathroom area, will be
completed by November 2025
Operational areas (buildings, composting areas, material storage, etc.) meet setback
requirements and area coverages and are further than 400 feet of the nearest residential
parcel. 16% of property space will be used for composting activities.

The first phase of composting will occur within a covered aerated static pile (CASP) system on
an engineered surface comprised of 6 inches of asphalt overlaying a compacted base of
engineered fill. This type of construction makes rainfall runoff and compost material
management efficient throughout the year and ensures that the entire facility is accessible in all
weather conditions. All-weather access provided by an engineered surface facilitates compost management
without gravel entering the streams and promotes the quick drainage of runoff waters from beneath the
compost piles.
Drainage structures will convey water away from the piles and direct it to a lined catchment area or collection
basin. The lined catchment area (no outlet and no groundwater discharge) with volume capacity for a 100
year 24-hour storm is proposed to catch compost leachate or "wastewater" from the composting pad.
The stormwater from the other proposed structures and paved parking of the site will be directed around and
beyond the compost pad and lined catchment basin to infiltrate and flow overland to the stormwater retention
pond in the SW, also designed for a 100 year 24-hour storm. The proposed retention pond and stormwater
will not disturb the existing the
wetland on the adjacent property to the NW and the compost pad is at least 200 feet from the
surface water/wetland (as required by the EGLE compost site regulations). The water table at the location of
the proposed retention pond should be at least 18" below the rention pond and at least 4' below the asphalt
compost pad.

The compost pad surface is sloped at 1-2% to facilitate runoff between bays. Site operators will
regularly inspect the pad surface to manage the water runoff. The engineered, impervious
compost pad and compost "wastewater" catchment basin pond meets the requirements for composting as
required by the Michigan Department of Great Lakes, Environment and Energy (EGLE).
The proposed compost pad, typical CASP system stormwater design calculations are is shown in site
plan sheets 2,3 and 4.

- The compost site is designed for a capacity of 250 cubic yards per month (3,000 cubic yards
per year) of incoming feedstock material, and a total of 4,500 cubic yards of active composting
on site at one time.

- The following site features are show on the site plan:
   o 6,784 square foot asphalt pad for receiving, mixing and pre-processing in
    a covered aerated static pile (CASP) system
   o 5040 square foot hoophouse/greenhouse for vermiculture, compost curing and
    finished compost distribution and sales
   o 1200 square foot enclosed pole barn for equipment storage and maintenance.
    Motor vehicles and trailers can also be stored in the pole barn when not in use.
   o 6 parking spaces for employees on the gravel and 4 for visitors with one
    handicap space on the engineered concrete;
   o1179 square foot (surface area) lined detention pond with 2849 cubic feet volume
    of storage capacity.
   o Site access is secured with a gate, which will be accessible to emergency service vehicles.
   o Barn will have a restroom and a septic system will be installed.
   o A water well will be drilled for potable water, equipment and compost operations.
     - As required by the Fire Marshall, a water tank of adequate volume can be

o Overhead electrical will be installed with Consumers Energy for site lighting,
 hoophouse and pole barn electrical needs and to power the CASP aeration fans.
 - Downcast lighting is proposed around the pole barn.
 - All parking and loading areas utilized during darker hours will be artificially illuminated to a
  minimum level of 0.5 foot candles and a maximum level of five (5) foot candles, with one (1) foot
  candle the level of average illumination. Lighting fixtures shall be designed and arranged to:
   -Deflect light away from adjacent properties and streets.
   - Not be more than 20 feet above the parking surface and shall be
    shrouded to prevent glare.
   - Allow a reduction of the amount of artificial light during other than
    normal parking hours.

o Landscape management strategy - letting a rotation of cover crops and wildflowers grow,
which will be periodically mowed and harvested for compost material.

o  Traffic will come from site’s main entrance, through the gate and onto the compost receiving
 pad. Incoming material will be from Wormies vehicles or pre-approved contractors only to
 minimize the level of contamination or inappropriate loads. It is estimated that no more than
 10 vehicles will enter and exit the site each day for composting operations.

o Incoming material will be unloaded on Receiving Area of the asphalt pad, mixed with a loader and
then loaded into the CASP system.
 -Incoming material is made up of food waste, wood waste, yard waste and
  herbivorous manures. The custom mix of materials (recipe) allows for optimal
  composting environment:
    - Carbon to Nitrogen Ratio of 30:1
    - Moisture Content between 55% and 60%
    - Bulk Density between 900 lbs/CY and 1200 lbs/CY
 - Feedstock such as food waste is received and processed immediately after receiving
  by mixing it with carbon material such as wood waste.
 - Any obvious contaminants will be removed from the feedstock before loading into the
  bays. Contamination will not exceed 1 cubic yard per month and will be placed in the
  dumpster located on the pad.
 - Mixing will occur on the pad toward the middle of the site and on days
  when winds are low to minimize any odor, noise or dust impact downwind.
 - Prevailing winds are from the NW. Even though odors strong enough to travel outside the compost
area are not usual, a windsock will be installed to ensure that material mixing does not occur at a
time that winds blow towards the adjacent neighbors.

- The mixture is placed into the CASP composting bays for pre-processing with forced
 aeration technology for 21 days.
- The material in the CASP rows will meet the time and temperature requirements, with
 adequate moisture levels of 50% to actively compost. The use of temperature and moisture
 content probes can be used to monitor piles. To keep the moisture content to an optimal
 range, windrows will be watered using water from the detention pond. The volume of water
 in the detention pond is anticipated to be used on a regular basis to water the piles, and
 watering can be supplemented with well water as needed.
- After approximately 21days, the pre-composted material is then removed from the bays and
 laid into vermiculture windrows 8’ W x 2-4’ H x various lengths to finish the compost
 using red wiggler worms (Eisenia fetida).
- The windrows are monitored and managed for the next 8-12 months and then screened to
 extract the worm castings. The screened “overs” will be reintroduced into the windrows for
 further processing. Waste from the process will be minimal .
- The finished material is screened and stored in the greenhouse for distribution and sales.

- Skidsteer
- Tractor
- Trommel soil screener
- Truck and trailer
- Soil mixer

As soon as Wormies gains Cascade Township Special Use Site Plan approval, Wormies will
submit an application to Michigan Department of Great Lakes, Environment and Energy (EGLE)
for compost site registration, which is required for a compost site larger than of 200 cubic yards.
Wormies will obtain necessary permits and approvals for soil erosion and sedimentation control
permit, water supply well, septic, electrical and site lighting, entrance sign and access drive.
Wormies is working with Consumers Energy to locate electrical pole and install electrical service
to the site.

No other approvals or permits are known at this time.

Hours of Operation:
7:00 am through 9:00 pm for operation. receiving and distribution of materials, including retail/wholesale sales.
Equipment to be used:

Other Permits/Approvals:

Luis Chen, owner of Wormies, and site supervisor, has completed the US Composting Council's
Compost Operator Training to gain compost operations manager certification as recommended
by EGLE and will plan to train future site operators or send to training, future site operators.

Planned Staffing and Training:

Site Management Plan:

Description of Parcel:
AREA MAP

WORMIE'S
COMPOST
FARM

- Mechanic 0.10 FTE (Full-Time Equivalent)
- Site and equipment operator 0.25 FTE
- Coordinator/supervisor 0.10 FTE

A comprehensive compost site management plan (CSMP) will be developed after Township site
plan approval with specific standard operating procedures for staffing, managing, and monitoring
the incoming materials and piles; site, pond and equipment maintenance; as well as and
troubleshooting for odor, noise and dust.

Wormies is more than a conventional composting operation. Most of the space in the property
will be regenerated with the goal of having natural ecosystems that increase the biodiversity in
the property and benefit Wormies composting process and finished products. Its composting
operation is considerably low intensity compared to conventional composting operations and not
limited to composting but also micro-hauling, manufacturing of soil blends, growing of
biodynamic accumulators, compost tea application service, consulting and education. Wormies’
operation possesses a low risk of nuisance such as odor, noise, dust, traffic and pests.
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DESCRIPTION OF PARCEL:

That part of North 1/2 of the Southwest 1/4 of Section
35, Town 6 North, Range 10 West, Cascade Township, Kent
County, Michigan, described as: Commencing at the West
1/4 corner of said Section 35; thence N89°39'18"E
1447.23 feet along the North line of said SW %4, to the
point of beginning; thence N89°39'18"E 767.60 feet along
the North line of said SW 4; thence S00°31'18"E 156.00
feet; thence N89°39'18"E 76.61 feet; thence S00°31'18"E
459.00 feet; thence N89°39'18”E 360.00 feet; thence
S00°31'18"E 66.00 feet; thence S89°39'18"W 1204.21 feet;
thence NO0°31718”W 681.00 feet, to the point of beginning.
Parcel contains 13.47 acres. Subject to highway right of
way for Whitneyville Road.
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COVERED COMPOST BAYS

GROUND CROSS SECTIONS

SHEET 3 OF 5: STRUCTURE DETAILS AND ELEVATIONS,
ENTRACE SIGN DETAILS AND ELEVATIONS, ENTRANCE SIGN
DETAIL, LIGHTING SPECS
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5745 Whitneyville Rd,
Alto, Michigan 49302
Prepared by: Nicole E. Chardoul, Youssef Darwich
April 18, 2023

30'

12'
20'

EAST BARN PROFILE

40'

SOUTH BARN PROFILE

6'

5' Compost Farm
5745

TYPICAL COMPOST
AERATION METHOD

SIGN DETAIL
HOOP HOUSE
SCHEMATIC

SUBSOIL SUBSOIL SUBSOIL

GRAVEL
GRAVEL GRAVEL

CONCRETE ASPHALT4" 4"

4" 4"
6"

Topsoil Stripping: Remove all organic materials down to a depth of at least 12 inches
Subgrade Undercutting: After excavation and undercutting to required depth, it shall be evenly
graded and recompacted to not less than 95% of the soil’s maximum unit weight.
Subgrade (Fill Material to bring pad “to grade”): Non-organic soil suitable with engineering
characteristics suitable to achieve 95% compaction of maximum unit weight and to support
overlying base material to specified compaction, placed in loose layers not more than 8 inches
and not less than 4 inches. Each layer placed shall be compacted separately to the required level
of compaction.
Base Course: compacted base course with a minimum thickness of 6 inches shall be placed on the
compacted subgrade and beneath the slab. The base course shall consist of granular material
(sand, gravel, crushed stone, or sand/gravel mix). A geotextile liner may be included below the
subbase.
Compost Pad Material: 4 inches of hot mix asphalt (HMA) applied in two layers, a 2 inch base
course and a 2 inch wearing course. Recycled asphalt pavement (RAP) may be substituted for a

Installation Specifications for Pad Construction



SHEET 4 OF 5: STORMWATER CALCULATIONS AND DRAINAGE
DESCRIPTION

Wormie's Compost Farm Design
5745 Whitneyville Rd,
Alto, Michigan 49302
Prepared by: Nicole E. Chardoul, Youssef Darwich
April 18, 2023

The operational areas of the 13.47-acre parcel naturally drains to the low area in the  SW corner of the site.
The proposed work involves construction of a new impervious composting pad of approximately 6,784 square
feet and two new structures.

Existing Drainage:
The stormwater runoff from the existing undeveloped site is directed toward the low area in the  SW corner
of the site, with a small area directed to the NE corner of the site and another small area directed to the NW
corner of the site. The proposed composting operational areas all occur in the watershed area where the
stormwater flows to the SW corner.

Proposed Stormwater Management:
A lined catchment area (no outlet and no groundwater discharge) with volume capacity for runoff from a 100
year 24-hour storm is proposed to catch compost leachate or "wastewater" from the composting pad.  The
pond will be 3 feet deep with a 12" freeboard and will have a volume capacity of 2,300 cubic feet.
The asphalt compost pad will be constructed at a 1-2% slope to the west to allow the stormwater from the pad to be
directed to the lined catchment basin and the edges of the pad will be constructed as sloped impervious ditches to allow
the stormwater runoff from the pad to be directed to the lined catchment area.  A raised edge or curb along the sides of
the pad will prevent stormwater from other areas of the site to enter the ditch or compost pad.   The impervious pad and
catchment area meets the MI Department of Environment Great Lakes and Energy (EGLE) compost site stormwater
management requirements when processing cannabis plant waste and also meets EGLE Water Resources Division
requirements for compost leachate management. The lined catchment area will prevent groundwater discharge of the
compost leachate wastewater.  The water collected in the catchment area will be recirculated back to the compost piles
to keep optimal moisture levels in the piles.  If the water in the catchment area exceeds the need for compost pile
watering, it will be pumped out and hauled for proper disposal.

The stormwater from the other proposed structures and paved parking of the site will be directed around and beyond the
compost pad and lined catchment basin to infiltrate and flow overland to the to the stormwater retention pond in the SW.
 The pond will be 5 feet deep with a 12" freeboard and will have a volume capacity of 2,000 cubic feet.  The soil type of
36C-Filer Loam should allow adequate infiltration.

The water table at the location of the proposed retention pond should be at least 18" below the bottom of the retention
pond and at least 4' below the asphalt compost pad.

Native Sandy clay overlying granular soils consisting of sand and gravely sand.
Approximately 4 to 5 inches of sandy clay topsoil is present at the ground surface within the soil
boring locations. Native cohesive soils, consisting of silty clay and sandy clay, underlie the
topsoil within soil borings B-01 and B-03 extending to depths ranging from 3.5 to 9 feet. Native
granular soils, consisting of sand and clayey sand, underlie the native cohesive soils within the
soil boring locations extending to the explored depths ranging from 10 to 15 feet.

The native cohesive soils are medium to very stiff in consistency, with natural moisture contents
ranging from 18 to 27 perfecnt, and unconfined compressive strengths ranging from 1,000 to
7,000 psf. The native granular soils are loose to medium compact in relative density, with
Standard Penetration Test (SPT) N-values ranging from 9 to 18 blows per foot (bpf).

The groundwater was not encountered to the explored depths of 8 to 15 feet during and upon
completion of drilling and test pit operations.

The relatively high moisture content of the surficial cohesive soils are likely in close proximity to their respective plastic
limits. Therefore, these soils may become unstable under repeated loading from construction equipment. The subgrade
should not be exposed to prolonged periods of precipitation to prevent the subgrade from becoming unstable. We
recommend earthwork operations be performed during the predominantly drier summer months.

Topsoil Stripping: Remove all organic materials down to a depth of at least 12 inches
Subgrade Undercutting: After excavation and undercutting to required depth, it shall be evenly graded and recompacted to
not less than 95% of the soil’s maximum unit weight.
Subgrade (Fill Material to bring pad “to grade”): Non-organic soil suitable with engineering characteristics suitable to
achieve 95% compaction of maximum unit weight and to support overlying base material to specified compaction, placed
in loose layers not more than 8 inches and not less than 4 inches. Each layer placed shall be compacted separately to the
required level of compaction.
Base Course: compacted base course with a minimum thickness of 6 inches shall be placed on the compacted subgrade
and beneath the slab. The base course shall consist of granular material (sand, gravel, crushed stone, or sand/gravel mix).
A geotextile liner may be included below the subbase.
Compost Pad Material: 4 inches of hot mix asphalt (HMA) applied in two layers, a 2 inch base course and a 2 inch wearing
course. Recycled asphalt pavement (RAP) may be substituted for a portion of the new material required to produce the
HMA mixture.

Topsoil Stripping: Remove all organic materials down to a depth of at least 12 inches
Subgrade Undercutting: After excavation and undercutting to required depth, it shall be evenly graded and
recompacted to not less than 95% of the soil’s maximum unit weight.
Clay Base Placement: The impermeable clay layer shall be placed as directed in the bottom of the basin in loose layers
not more than 6 inches and not less than 4 inches. The material shall be compacted to 90% of its maximum unit
weight with kneading compaction (sheepsfoot roller).
Alternately, the basin can be lined with a geotextile liner consisting of a minimum 30-mil thickness geomembrane
overlying a structurally stable foundation to support the liners and the contents, or a high density polyethylene
geomembranes at least 60-mil thick to allow for proper welding, or an alternative design approved by the township or
county water resources board.
Vegetation: Clear debris and all stone greater than two (2) inches in diameter from planting areas. Level finish grades
to eliminate small depressions. Roll the finished surface with spiked roller to eliminate soil clods. Kill any volunteer
vegetation with "Round-up" herbicide seven (7) days before all seeding operations. Spread stockpiled or new topsoil
and seed with seed mixes as shown on plan.  Drill seeding is required for all permanent seed matrices to ensure direct
soil-seed contact. No seed will be planted with more than 1/4-inch soil cover.   Apply straw at a rate of 1500 lbs/acre to
all seeded areas.  Secure straw with crimping implement.  Install erosion control blanket to all shallow channels.

Andropagon gerardii (Big Blue Stem): 4.000 lbs/acre
Panicum virgatum (Prairie Switch Grass): 0.500 lbs/acre
Sorghastrum nutans (Indian Grass): 4.500 lbs/acre
Spartina pectinata (Prairie Cord Grass): 0.250 lbs/acre
Avena sativa (Seed Oats): 48.000 lbs/acre
Elymus canadensis (Prairie Wild Rye): 1.000 lbs/acre
Lolium multiforum (Annual Rye): 10.000 lbs/acre

Drainage Narrative

Soil Type & Groundwater

Installation Specifications for Pad Construction

Installation Specifications for Lined Catchment Basin and Compost Pad Ditch
Retention Pond Seed Mix
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Schedule

Symbol Label Image QTY Manufacturer Catalog Description
Number

Lamps

Lamp

Output
LLF

Input

Power
Polar Plot

WPX

7 Lithonia Lighting WPX1 LED P1 40K Mvolt WPX1 LED wallpack 1500lm 4000K color

temperature 120-277 Volts

1 1568 1 11.47

Statistics

Description Symbol Avg Max Min Max/Min Avg/Min

Calc Zone #1 1.0 fc 4.9 fc 0.0 fc N/A N/A
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Introduction
Wormies is a regenerative agricultural business focusing on composting with worms.
The worms are fed, in part, food scraps from local residents. The food waste is mixed
with carbon sources and passes through stages of hot composting, vermicomposting
with worms, and finally harvesting. The finished product is sold as worm castings or
blended into craft soil mixes or liquid soil amendments.

Worm castings are highly valued by organic gardeners and farmers due to their
beneficial microbiology that promotes plant growth and soil fertility. Worm poop is
odorless and safe for pets, people and the environment. It is pH-neutral.

Wormies is a purpose-driven company that believes these services are essential in
improving the health of our communities, including our living ecosystems. By managing
valuable resources such as food waste, Wormies is able to cycle nutrients back into the
soil to grow plants that are nutrient dense and healthier for consumers.

Wormies composting operation is not only a solution that helps neutralize the effect of
carbon dioxide emissions from landfills, but it also removes carbon dioxide and methane
emissions from landfills but also removes carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and
sequesters it for longer periods of time. This is considered a carbon-negative business.

History, recognitions & awards
Luis Chen started Wormies in 2018 with the vision to create the healthiest soil while
providing a better solution for waste management. Up until 2021, Wormies operations
were located in Jenison, Georgetown Township at Trillium Haven farm, which is
adjacent to a residential subdivision. For 4 years Wormies operated without causing any
nuisance to the neighborhood and serving as an attraction and educational space for
the residents. (Please see attached letters of reference from our Trillium neighbor and
Georgetown Township.) In 2020 our landlord sold the property to the township and we
continued to rent the space from Georgetown Township. We moved out of the property
due to the township’s decision to use the land for wetland conservation purposes.
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Over the past 4.5 years Wormies has been recognized and awarded for the quality of
the finished products, its composting service, and for the innovation of its business
model.

- 2022 Nextcycle MI, MICROS Grant

- 2022 Nextcycle MI, Market Development Grant

- 2021 NextCycle MI FLOWS Awardee and Showcase Winner

- 2021 Nominated as a finalist for GRBJ Newsmaker of the Year Award in the category
of Sustainability

- 2020 Start Garden 5x5 winner

- 2019 Start Garden 100 Ideas winner

- 2018 Partners Worldwide startup idea winner

- 2018 US Composting Council mentorship award with Rodale Institute

Site development at 5745 Whitneyville Ave SE, Alto MI (Cascade Township)
Wormies, following discussions with Township officials, purchased this 13 acre property
to move its operation and to develop the infrastructure for it. To that end Wormies
secured a grant from the state of Michigan for $365,000.

It is important to note that Wormies is more than a conventional composting operation.
Most of the space in the property will be regenerated with the goal of having natural
ecosystems that increase the biodiversity in the property and benefit Wormies
composting process and finished products.

Natural Ecosystem upgrades -Wormies plans to make the following changes to the
property:

- Biodiversity pond with biofiltration
- 2 acres of pollinator habitats NRCS
- 1 acre total of trees will be added
- 4 acres for biodynamic accumulator crops
- 1/2 acre educational garden and orchard
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- 2 acre tree line to remain intact and managed

Infrastructure:
- 0.27 acre (12,000 sqf) driveway
- 0.23 acre (10,000 sqf) of hoophouses and barn
- 0.08 acre (3,600 sqf) feedstock pad bays
- 2 acre (87,000 sqf) for worm rows.That’s only 1 acre of windrows with the space we

leave in between.

16% of property space will be used for composting activities.

Click here for aerial view rendering on youtube
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Regulations and guidelines
This type of facility is regulated by both the Township and the Michigan Department of
Environment, Great Lakes and Energy - Material Management Division (EGLE MMD)
and also requires their approval. A package of legislation relating to composting has
passed the Michigan House of Representatives and is awaiting action by the State
Senate. Wormies plans to satisfy those requirements as well as the requirements in
Michigan Administrative Code Rule R 299.4121, as applicable, EGLE guidance, and
MCL 324.11521. Other State requirements for this type of facility include:

- Register with the EGLE MMD.
- Conduct compost under controlled conditions.
- No compost water discharges into groundwater or surface water.
- Don’t create nuisance.
- Compost material application will be done at agronomic rates.
- Inventory controls to ensure material is not kept on site for longer than is

appropriate.
- Report volumes on a yearly basis.
- Annual $600 registration fee.

Further, Wormies plans to adhere to the requirements of MCL 324.11521, even if they
do not apply to Wormies’ operations including:

1.  Operations will be at least the following distances from each of the following
features:
(A) 50 feet from a property line.
(B) 200 feet from a residence.
(C) 100 feet from a body of surface water, including a lake, stream, or wetland.
(D) 2,000 feet from a type I or type IIA water supply well.
(E) 800 feet from a type IIB or type III water supply well.
(F) 500 feet from a church or other house of worship, hospital, nursing home, licensed

day care center, or school, other than a home school.
(G) 4 feet above groundwater.

2.  Finished compost with not more than 1%, by weight, of foreign matter that will
remain on a 4 millimeter screen.
3.Prevents the pooling of water by maintaining proper slopes and grades.
4. Properly manages stormwater runoff.
5. Does not attract or harbor rodents or other vectors.
6. Maintains, and makes available to EGLE, all of the following records:
(A) Records identifying the volume of compostable material accepted and the volume

of compostable material and of compost transferred off-site each month.
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(B) Records demonstrating that the composting operation is being performed in a
manner that prevents nuisances and minimizes anaerobic conditions, including, unless
otherwise approved by EGLE, records of carbon-to-nitrogen ratios, the amount
materials received in tons or cubic yards, temperature readings, moisture content
readings, and lab analysis of finished products.

Wormies is currently seeking approval from Cascade Township to develop and
operate a “Medium Composting Facility” as defined in the pending legislation.  This
will be accomplished by amending the Township’s Zoning Ordinance to either: (1)
provide that vermicompost operations fall within the definition of “agricultural;” (2)
provide that properties zoned agricultural may operate a vermicompost operation with
special use approval; or (3) rezone Wormies’ property to some other newly created
zone in which vermiculture is permitted.

Before Wormies will renew its operations, it will register with the State and seek
approval of a petition to approve its operation as proposed as well.  We understand
that the Planning and Zoning process will take some time and that the EGLE process
should be faster as EGLE is already familiar with Wormies’ process and that is why
we are starting with the Planning Commission first.

Michigan.gov released a “Composting Operation Training Guidebook”.
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/deq-oea-compostoperatorguidebook_48839
9_7.pdf
This is one of the resources Wormies has used through its years of operation. In this
guidebook composting operations are classified by capacity and sizing into three
categories and recommendations are given: low, medium and high intensities. 3,000 cy
annual per acre of composting material for low intensity to 8,000 cy for high intensity.

EGLE has confirmed to us that this type of facility would be allowed to have
up to 1,000 cy of food waste on site in its active composting phase, a
period of 3-6 months.

Wormies’ operation is below the low threshold for intensity at a maximum of 2,500 cy
per year in a 13 acre property, thereby greatly diminishing the risk of nuisance.
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Wormies composting site in comparison to conventional composting sites

Site biodiversity
Wormies composting operation incorporates permaculture principles to manage and
regenerate the natural resources on the property. By increasing the biodiversity in the
site Wormies provides a better habitat for its worms and increases the availability of
beneficial organisms to work in the composting process. Through the NRCS programs
WORMIES will be allocating 2 acres for pollinator habitats. Trees, shrubs and
biodynamic accumulator crops will be grown on the property. This approach also helps
to mitigate the risk of pests, smells and the pooling of water. Most commercial
composting facilities use a bare plot and large acreage similar to a monoculture type of
agriculture.

Yard clippings
Wormies does not offer composting of yard clippings. This makes the operation
considerably smaller when compared to other facilities and also avoids the need for
large equipment to manage the material. Also avoids traffic of vehicles onto the
property.

Size of piles
Most composting facilities accumulate large amounts of feedstock in windrows over 6-8
ft tall to benefit from economies of scale. Wormies hot composting system and worm
windrows have a maximum height of 4 ft. It makes it easier to manage with small
equipment and mitigates the risk of anaerobic conditions that cause smells.

Wormies maximum processing capacity is targeted at 2,400 cy per year, a small amount
easily manageable and with a low risk of nuisance given all the controls and protocols in
place. To put it in perspective, neighboring farms in Cascade Township are allowed and
do in fact have active compost piles of 5,000 cubic yards.

For your reference Country Oaks composting operation located at 3218 E Atherton Rd,
Burton, MI 48529. Considered a high intensity operation, they compost 17,000 cubic
yards of material per year. They have been operating for over 15 years in a residential
subdivision with its closest residential neighbor less than 200 ft from their site.  They
use similar negative aeration technology to what Wormies uses for its active composting
phase. They were recently featured in this article. (See Appendix A)
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Micro-hauling model
Wormies is the only company in Kent County offering a micro-hauling solution for
residential collection of food waste for composting purposes. Wormies recommends
that its sources provide food-preparation waste, not post consumption waste.  Wormies
requires that its larger sources (restaurants) provide only preparation, pre-consumption
plant waste.  Most composting facilities and haulers focus on hauling large quantities of
material or yard waste due to their efficiencies of scale. Wormies focuses on
micro-hauling of 5 gal sizes per residential customer while other composting facilities
offer 30 gal or 65 gal carts per residence which can be too big for the needs of one
household. On average each household produces 5 gal of food waste per week.

Vermicomposting
The utilization of worms in the composting process at Wormies is an extra step that
most composting facilities do not have. Once the material is passed through the gut of
the worm it’s naturally neutralized and pelletized, becoming odorless and pH-neutral.

Wormies is not a monoculture of composting windrows
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Wormies is not a dump site
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Wormies is not a facility with large loud machinery

Wormies is not a facility with high volume tall windrows
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Wormies composting system and technologies
1st. Thermophilic composting using ASP with negative aeration for at least 21 days.
Material is contained in enclosed bays.

2nd. Vermicomposting with worms in windrows for at least 8 months.
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3. Screening and bagging equipment

Risk and Nuisance Controls

1. ASP Negative Aeration system sucks in the oxygen and any potential odors from
the active piles and directs it through pipes into a carbon filter pool.

2. Active composting phase is at least 21 days. We do not turn the active piles until
day 21 at least. Diminishing the risk of smells.

3. Piles are monitored daily for temperature, moisture content, particle size, oxygen
content and diffusion. Ensuring aerobic conditions are present and decreasing
the risk of smells.

4. Feedstock receipt protocol. On collection days we will receive between 1 to 10
cubic yards of food waste. A very small amount that allows us to manage and
mix our recipe with carbon particles quickly in under 20 minutes. We do not
accept or process feedstock that are already putrid or with an unmanageable foul
smell. And we are able to enforce this protocol through our micro-hauling
activities. We do not process large amounts of yard waste and it is not in our
business model to receive large amounts of yard waste.

5. Active compost piles are located over 200 ft distance from neighboring houses.
Greatly diminishing the risk of nuisance.

6. Thick vegetation buffers surround all our 2 acre composting areas. It helps to
intercept and filter particulate matter that may contain odorous compounds.
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7. Active composting area is sheltered and surrounded by trees, a hoophouse, and
on a low surface point in the property. This greatly diminishes the risk for
potential odors to travel with the wind.

8. Active piles are capped with a layer of aged or finished compost or fine aged
wood chips. This prevents odors from escaping the piles.

9. Composting areas are designed with drainage so runoff water is managed to
prevent odorous puddles from forming.

10.Our composting recipe consists of at least 40% carbon, that carbon is mostly
woodchips, sawdust or leaves which allows for all the nitrogen sources to
dissipate and adhere to the carbon particles quickly. Preventing anaerobic
conditions with the risk of odor.

11. Initial active phase of composting (thermophilic) is done in bays keeping the
material contained and sheltered. This diminishes the risk of pests. Though those
are already deterred by the temperature that the piles reach and the insulation
cap that we place on the material.

12.Wormies finished product, aka worm castings, vermicompost or worm manure is
odorless. It provides no risk of nuisance in comparison to the manure of other
farm livestock.

13.Wormies avoids post-consumer food waste, including animal parts (bones
and meats). This decreases the risk of pests and odor nuisance.

Growth Plan
January to December 2022:

- 15 cy/month food waste collection
- Max of 200 cy of active composting material on site at a time.
- Using 20,600 sqf (½ acre) area for active and matured compost
- Develop the infrastructure for the new site will allow to increase the capacity to

process value added products

January to December 2023:
- 75 cy/month food waste collection
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- 1000 cy active composting on site
- Using 103,000 sqf (2.3 acres) area for active and matured compost

January to December 2024:
- Upon the success of the site we will pursue the development of a second location

near Holland

Community engagement and education
Wormies is all about creating community around the idea of composting. Pickup service
customers receive a share of the finished product to close the loop or they can opt to
donate their share of finished compost to Wormies community garden partners.

Every growing season Wormies organizes donation events at community gardens in the
area and delivers finished compost on behalf of customers. Some of the gardens and
organizations Wormies has partnered with include: Mary Free Bed YMCA, Our Kitchen
Table, MLK Freedom School, SECOM, Dwelling Place and many more!

Wormies offers educational workshops and events throughout the year on various
topics including composting and soil health. Wormies has been part of Meijer Gardens
educational programming for the past 3 years. In 2021 Wormies co-founded the 1st
Michigan Compost Cup and Symposium that attracted over 75 soil nerds from all over
the state.

Wormies offered consulting for Delta College, GVSU, Ada Christian School and many
farms in West Michigan.

To promote awareness around composting and soil health Wormies partners with
community leaders and organizations, such as Kent County Department of Public
Works, West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum, Michigan Recycling Coalition, GR
Public Schools, Urban Agriculture Committee, Kent County Food Policy Council,
Climate Crisis Coalition, West Michigan Growers Group and others.

Current customers in Cascade Township:
6995 Bridge Water Dr SE, Sarah Klemm
802 Dogwood Meadows, Jennifer Whyte
841 Dogwood Meadows, Dale Bowman
2300 Buttrick Ave SE, Nicole Cruz
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3157 Howlett Dr, SE, Rachell Babbit
3279 Hidden Hills Ct SE, Laura Vaughn
7170 Artisan Woods SE, Jessa Challa
6940 Bridgewater Dr SE, Sandy Van Brouwer
6399 Cascade Pointe Dr SE, Leslie Stolz
2300 Christine Ct SE, Kelly Bowen Burke
Thomett Stables
Mary Free Bed YMCA

Plus another dozen served through the sales of products and consulting service.

Team
Wormies continues to grow due to the commitment of a strong leadership team and our
team of consultants.

Luis Chen - Founder & CEO
Certified Compost Facility Operator by the US Composting Council.  Member of the Soil
Food Web Institute. Former 12 year career as a forensic auditor. Board member of the
West Michigan Growers Group. Board member of the Young Farmers Coalition.

Jim Yost - Development Partner
A former science teacher, specializing in environmental studies. Leads operations and
compliance, biochar, and educational outreach.

Chandler Michalsky - Living Soil Director
Craft organic grower specializing in no-till and living soil methods. Oversees all soil
blends operations and product innovation including bokashi and recipes for soil blends
and teas.

Sarah Yost - Brand and Marketing
UX specialist and digital artist specializing in small business and non-profit branding,
web design and marketing. Graduate of Boston University’s Center for Digital Imaging
Arts.

Consultants:
- O2 Compost
- EarthFort Labs
- NextCycle
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- Start Garden
- Spring GR

Wormies proposal to Cascade Township Planning Commission
Wormies, LLC appreciates the time and consideration of the planning commission to
allow Wormies to operate at 5745 Whitneyville Ave SE as an agricultural activity with
its main focus on composting as a “Medium Composting Facility” based on permitting
and approval from EGLE MMD.  Wormies has the funding to succeed and provide an
enriching experience for the neighbors and possesses the team, qualifications and
experience to do so. Its composting operation is considerably low intensity compared
to conventional composting operations and not limited to composting but also
micro-hauling, manufacturing of soil blends, growing of biodynamic accumulators,
compost tea application service, consulting and education. Wormies’ operation
possesses a low risk of nuisance such as smells, noise, dust, traffic and pests.

Letters of support - See Appendix B
We hope these letters of support will help Cascade Township with their decision.

- Georgetown Township, previous landlord
- Andrew Poole, neighbor at old property
- Kent County DPW
- Kent County Food Policy Council
- Local First of West Michigan
- West Michigan Sustainable Business Forum
- Spring GR
- Jennifer Whyte, customer in Cascade
- Sandy Van Brouwer, customer in Cascade
- Kelly Burke, customer in Cascade
- Nicole Marie Cruz, customer in Cascade
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Appendix A
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Appendix B
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Date  May 15, 2023 
To  Brian Hilbrands 
From  Aric Thorne, PE 
Subject Site Plan Review: Wormie’s Compost Farm, 5745 Whitneyville Ave SE 

I have reviewed the site plan for Wormie’s Compost Farm prepared by Resource Recycling 
Systems and Water Stone Gardens.  The current site plan and basis of this review are dated 
April 18, 2023.  The applicant is proposing the construction of a soil compost site on Agricultural 
Rural Conservation zoned land. 

Stormwater and Drainage 

The proposed project is being reviewed under the 2022 Stormwater Ordinance and the criteria in 
the Stormwater Standards Manual revised March 2021. 

The project site is in Flood Control Zone 1 and critical subwatershed Cascade Southeast.  The 
overall layout of the site includes a 5,040-sft hoophouse, 1,200-sft enclosed pole barn, 6,784-sft 
asphalt pad for receiving, mixing, and pre-processing compost material, 2,849-cft lined collection 
basin, and 1,320-sft concrete parking area all accessible by gravel drive from Whitneyville 
Avenue.  The proposed stormwater controls include a lined collection basin to capture water runoff 
contaminated by compost from an asphalt pad and a retention basin for the remaining runoff area. 

Flood Control 

Retention basins in Flood Control Zone 1 are required to be designed to the 100-year storm event.  
The applicant provided supporting calculations for sufficient design of both the lined catchment 
basin and retention basin.  The geotechnical report provides soiling borings and test pit data in 
key design locations throughout the site.  The report indicates that ground water was not 
encountered during testing.  The depth of the lined catchment basin and retention basin then 
appear feasible.  Emergency overflow routes are indicated on the plan.  The lined basin overflows 
into the retention basin, and the basin into a natural channel draining to wetlands in the 
southwestern part of the site plan.

Water Quality and Channel Protection 

Water quality may be provided through the retention basin.  Basin design and soil data results, 
including the infiltration rate, are sufficiently provided to meet standard.   Each basin includes 
minimum 1-foot of freeboard above the required storage volume and minimum 18-inches above 
groundwater level.  Should groundwater be encountered during construction, subsequent 
geotechnical investigation to ensure standard adherence should be completed.



 

Drainage Plan 

The applicant has submitted a plan sheet with drainage patterns and the location of stormwater 
management facilities.  The peak discharges for the lined collection and retention basins are 
provided. 

A maintenance agreement and a long-term maintenance plan are required before construction 
begins.  The maintenance agreement and plan should include at a minimum the cleaning of 
pretreatment areas and the retention basin. 

Utilities and General Comments 

The plan drawing indicates a water well to be drilled for potable water, equipment, and composting 
operations.  The well and required buffer is shown.  No sanitary sewer or septic system will be 
installed on-site.  The Fire Department should provide input on water tank volume for fire 
suppression needs. 

The applicant must register the compost site through the Michigan Department of Great Lakes, 
Environment and Energy (EGLE).  I reviewed the required setbacks EGLE specifies and the 
applicant appears to meet these. 

The Township should acquire the Comprehensive Compost Site Management Plan (CSMP) 
described in the plan drawing once it is complete.  I recommend that the Township requires in 
this plan, or through the maintenance plan, or another means, consideration in the event that 
operation on-site was to pause for a period of time or completely cease (e.g., cleaning and/or 
filling in the lined collection basin).  

Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control 

The Kent County Road Commission (KCRC) must review and approve plans and issue a soil 
erosion and sedimentation control permit before construction may begin.  No measures are shown 
on the plan drawing. 

Summary 

The proposed stormwater management design meets the Township Stormwater Ordinance 
requirements for the site location.  I recommend approval from an engineering point of view. 

Let me know if you have any questions or concerns. 
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Laurel Johnson, Whitneyville Rd, expressed concern with the air quality and wondered 
what the plan is for the colder months.  

Motion was made by Member Rissi to close public hearing. Supported by Member 
Engel. Motion carried 7 to 0.  

Member Rowland read an excerpt from the Michigan Legislature website stating that 
cigar bars located on the premises must be separated from any areas of the same or 
adjacent establishment in which smoking is prohibited. Physically separated was defined 
as areas that are enclosed on all sides by a combination of solid walls, windows, or 
doors that extend from floor to ceiling. Member Rowland would like to see the 
preliminary plan approval letter from the state.  

Some members agreed they had no issue with the inside cigar bar since that appeared 
to be very regulated. There were numerous concerns with the allowance of smoking on 
the patio.  

Member Rissi proposed that the State of Michigan should be allowed to make its own 
determinations based on its ordinances and laws, as it is beyond the control of the 
Planning Commission.  

Member Bruneau said the request being made will have a significant impact on air 
quality. Even when approving accessory buildings, the effect of air and light on nearby 
properties is taken into consideration. 

Member Richardson expressed concern about the neighboring building’s pool being 
close in proximity.  

Motion was made by Member Engel to approve the indoor cigar bar contingent on 
obtaining all necessary state, county, and local permits along with the other Staff 
conditions listed in the packet with the exception of the outdoor lounge. The applicant 
is free to come back with additional verification of state approval and adequate 
ventilation to address concerns stated by the Planning Commission. Supported by 
Member Rissi. Motion carried 7 to 0.  

ARTICLE 11.  Case #23-3746/Chen 

Formerly Article 7.  

Property Address: 5745 Whitneyville Ave 

Requested Action: Type II Special Use Permit to construct a commercial composting 
operation.  

Planning Director Hilbrands presented the case explaining that the applicants are 
seeking a Type II Special Use Permit to allow for a commercial composting operation on 
their property in the agricultural and rural conservation zoning district.  

The applicants had previously reached out to the township inquiring if their composting 
operation would be permitted and the former planning director determined that it 
would be permitted by right. After the operation began the township received a 

bhilbrands
Highlight



Cascade Charter Township, Planning Commission Minutes – June 19, 2023 
 

complaint which made the current staff review and determine that the use would more 
appropriate as a special use. 

The proposed facility will be used to receive composting intakes, mix, and process those 
intakes to create compost and soil mixes, and prepare finished material for sale and 
distribution. The property will have a pole barn for storing and processing materials, a 
hoop house building, an asphalt composting pad, and an area of covered composting 
rows.  The operational area is limited to cover 30% of the parcel and must be set back a 
minimum of 150ft from property lines and 250ft from residential dwellings. The area 
meets setbacks and will cover 16% of the parcel. Planning Director Hilbrands also noted 
the operation will be within 400ft of a vacant property to the northeast, but the owner 
has indicated they will be building a home in the near future.  

The operation is limited to 3,000 cubic yards of intake and output per year and can have 
no more than 4,500 cubic yards of material on-site at any given time.   

The site will be accessed by a curb cut off of Whitneyville Ave, which will need to be 
approved by the Road Commission along with obtaining a driveway permit. The building 
and fire departments both reviewed and approved plans. The township engineer has 
reviewed the plans including a lined collection basin to collect and store runoff from the 
composting pad and a retention basin to collect additional run-off. There will also be a 
need for a stormwater maintenance agreement.  

The applicant will need to come in for an annual review with the Planning Commission 
for a minimum of 2 years after receiving a Special Use Permit. 

Composting operations are not treated the same as farm operations. Therefore, if there 
is any kind of nuisance, they are obligated to take measures to eliminate it. 

Staff recommended giving a positive recommendation to the Township Board with the 5 
conditions listed in the packet.  

Member Rowland asked what the initial complaint was. Planning Director Hilbrands said 
a neighbor saw trash on-site and their dog would get into it.  

Member Bruneau wanted to define a few items Wormies had noted. Firstly, he wanted 
a processing time frame for food waste and a more defined wind speed for mixing days 
since the applicants indicated they would only mix on low wind speed days. 

Luis Chen (5745 Whitneyville) is the applicant and explained the nature of the 
composting business is to collect food waste from local residents to compost using a 3-
step process. The whole process takes around 12 months. The main goal of the 
company is to compost free from pesticides, plastics, and synthetic chemicals. He 
empathized that this does not seem attractive to neighbors, but ensured this operation 
is not very large and they focus on quality over quantity. Further details about the 
company's science and overall explanation can be found in the packet. 
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Chen also mentioned staff from his company have planted 100 trees on site and will be 
developing pollinator habitats. Their mission is to create a place for people to learn, add 
value to their community, and change the way managing waste is handled.  

Member Engel asked what type of initial input is being used. Chen clarified they would 
be using 100 cubic yards of woodchips, 25 cubic yards of leaves, and 20 cubic yards of 
food waste per month. They give customers a list of compostable items when they sign-
up. He also added when their operation was in a different township, everything went 
great and there were no complaints.  

Member Engel asked if any meat or animal byproducts would be included as inputs for 
the compost. Mr. Chen clarified that there will not be any included.  

Chandler Michalsky (5745 Whitneyville) said they have only had a few neighbors come 
to the site and ask genuine questions. They were very pleased by what they saw and 
learned.  

Member Bruneau calculated what 3,000 cubic yards would equate to over a year and 
configured it would be roughly 3 semi-trucks per month.  

Member Rowland questioned what their method is to mitigate the smell. Chen stated 
they create a recipe with wood chips and volatile material (food waste). This mixture 
occurs within 30 minutes upon delivery of food waste and the woodchips help the odor. 
The aeration pipe underneath the composting also aids in odor elimination.  

Member Rissi asked what the average intake would be. Chen stated they would have 2 
truckloads go out 3 days a week.  

Member Rissi also thanked the Wormies creators for their patience while the township 
developed regulations for their company.  

Chen also noted in the 6 years Wormies resided at the previous location, which was 
within a residential neighborhood, they received no complaints from neighbors or 
people passing by. 

Member Richardson agreed that this company sounds beneficial, but said most 
residents did not anticipate living next to a commercial composting site and it may be 
difficult for them to resell.  

Member Bruneau wanted to clarify that Wormies had purchased this land with a 
promise from the previous planning director that composting was a permitted use. 

The Planning Commission took a 5-minute break.  

Motion was made by Member Rissi to open public hearing. Supported by Member 
Noordhoek. Motion carried 7 to 0.  

Davis (5535 Whitneyville) has lived in the neighborhood for over 40 years and asked if 
they will be utilizing the same road shared by other neighbors. Member Rissi clarified 
that the applicant’s driveway will be at least 600ft south of her property.  

bhilbrands
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Lori Johnson (5640 Whitneyville) said that the Wormies concept is great but not a good 
fit for the neighborhood since there are million-dollar homes. She expressed concern 
about water runoff because her property is downhill.  

Rudy Klein (5542 Whitneyville) lives across the street and has lived there his whole life. 
He has worked in the hauling waste business for many years and indicated once the 
operation starts blending waste together it will smell.   

Nicole Cruiz (2300 Buttrick) is a consumer of Wormies and has a bucket in which she 
disposes of her vegetables. She explained that with the liquid and the closed lid, there is 
absolutely no smell. Cruize has never had issues with friends coming into her home and 
the neighbors never complain.  

Bill Vanartsen (8650 Lilly Ridge) has lived there for over 20 years and would like the area 
to remain residential.  

Mike Hemmingson (8475 Laurel Ridge) lives off of Whitneyville and is in full support of 
Wormies, just not the location of the business. He explained that the home values will 
drastically decrease with a composting facility nearby. Hemmingson would like to see 
documents and studies on airborne contaminants.  

Dr. Pishad (Laurel Drive) explained there are major health and environmental concerns 
these facilities have in neighboring areas. There are long-term studies showing a 
correlation with an increased risk of lung disease and possible cancers. The seeping of 
the bio pollutants could impact residents’ well water. Increased smell, traffic, and 
wildlife were other concerns.  

James Knott (8611 Lilly Ridge) stated that this project is not for a residential area. He 
believes the applicants have been misled through this process.  

Sarvesh Srivastava (8668 Lilly Ridge) believed this project is wrong for the neighborhood 
where there are million-dollar homes. He also has many health concerns relating to 
composting. 

Mary Tallajowski (6624 Jack Ave) has lived in the area for 18 years. Over the years it has 
become more residential and she believed bringing this facility to the area would create 
much-needed balance. She looked forward to this beneficial addition.  

Daren Steadman (5539 Whitneyville) grew up in the area his whole life and he did not 
believe this is the right place for Wormies. He did not see the benefit and said the 
increase in truck traffic will be too much.  

Rachel Garnett (7745 Whitburn) said she has lived in Cascade for just over a year and 
has been composting for many years. She previously relied on a home pick-up service 
for her composting and really appreciated that service.  

Tasha Pacheco (8686 Lilly Ridge) suggested organizing a community event to help 
neighbors gain a better understanding of the business. She didn’t feel that Wormies 
would ruin the area and she would even utilize their services.  
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Mark Talbot (5337 Whittneyville) said he appreciated the presentation and all of his 
questions were answered. He stated that eventually, the United States will run out of 
topsoil and Wormies has a solution by making very powerful dirt that regenerates 
farms. Talbot wanted to give this business a chance since it will be extremely beneficial 
to the environment.  

Nathanial Divine (5671 Whitneyville Ave) shares a property line with the applicants and 
had concerns about what this would do to his property value and the water.  

William Tuma (5670 Whitneyville) had concerns with the increase in traffic, health 
concerns, and the potential smell.  

Sean Ford (5672) lives directly across the street from the applicants and he was 
concerned about the water runoff. He moved here assuming this area to be residential 
and was worried more commercial companies would be allowed there in the future. In 
his explanation, Ford pointed out that the applicants were given a promise that should 
not have been made, and that the township has a responsibility to rectify this matter. 

Dr. Sophie Pokhrel (8698 Laurel Ridge) stated it’s very apparent there are health and 
safety concerns with this project. Pokhrel explained that the operation is situated too 
close to nearby residents, and there is insufficient research to demonstrate the 
potential environmental consequences. 

Tom Baker (8840 Vincent Ave) has property along the southern border of the applicant’s 
parcel. When he bought his home, he wasn't aware that there would be a commercial 
business in the neighborhood.  

John Akins (5666 Whitneyville) has lived here for over 50 years and thanked the 
township for making this place beautiful. He mentioned that the traffic is terrible and 
suggested that it may not be wise to pursue this business venture due to the likelihood 
of increased traffic. 

Jay Keller (8797 Laurel Ridge) was unaware of this potential operation until his 
neighbors brought it to his attention. He was concerned about his house value, smell, 
and water contamination.  

Kyle Heft (5644 Whitneyville) would have liked more research on the impact a business 
like this has on health. Heft has three young children and wanted a healthy future for 
them. He explained the applicants have a responsibility to educate the community and 
he felt they did not adequately inform residents.    

Richard Gable (8464 Laurel Ridge) noticed there was nothing in writing on the specific 
measures being taken to mitigate odor, the stormwater maintenance agreement is to 
be determined, and there was no composting site management plan. Gable said 
approval should not be granted until these issues have been resolved. 

Jim Berry (5651 Whitneyville) owns property against the northeast corner of the 
Wormies site. He explained there is no barrier between his property and the composting 
site, which raised concerns about the safety of the water supply. Berry mentioned that 
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there is a 200ft buffer for residences from the composting site. Since his home hasn't 
been built yet, the close proximity was a major concern for him. 

Mike Hemmingson (8475 Laurel Ridge) inquired about ways to inform additional 
residents and keep them updated on the studies conducted.  

Motion was made by Member Rissi to close public hearing. Supported by Member 
Engel. Motion carried 7 to 0.   

Member Rissi said that Cascade citizens have the ability to check meeting agendas on 
the website to remain informed.  

Member Rowland explained he gained a better understanding after talking with the 
applicant and doing independent research. He thinks a community event would be a 
great idea to have residents attend and learn.  

Member Bruneau stated he is typically a critical judge of case items and takes his time 
investigating details. The presentation packet provided by the applicant was very 
precise with only minor details needing to be better defined. Bruneau also mentioned 
that this area is zoned for agricultural rural conservation use, not residential. He also 
expressed reservations about the commercial aspect of the company, but there are 
guidelines and contingencies in place if they are out of alignment.  

Member Rissi inquired how the township would ensure compliance. Planning Director 
Hilbrands said he or the Zoning Administrator would handle any complaints and they 
can also do site visits.  

Member Engel said this is a very sophisticated, well-thought-out process that’s received 
attention and endorsement from the West Michigan Sustainable Business Foundation.  

Member Noordhoek was previously very opposed to the composting business entering 
Cascade. Through the subcommittee and extensive research for the past year and a half, 
they have created excellent guidelines and requirements.  

Members discussed some additional stipulations to include for approval. There was an 
adjustment to the 5th Staff condition allowing the Planning Commission to add 
conditions during the first 2 annual reviews. Additionally, they wanted there to be no 
more than 3,000 cubic yards of intake inclusive of woodchips. If they are to sell the 
business, the new owner is under the two-year review period.  

Motion was made by Member Engel to make a positive recommendation to the 
Township Board for the Type II Special Use Permit with the first 4 staff conditions as 
drafted with additional language to condition 5 giving the Planning Commission ability 
to add conditions during the first 2 annual reviews. A 6th condition was added 
requiring the applicant provide an enclosed building for machinery as soon as 
practicable, and carry through on site improvements, including not limited to, a 
biodiversity pond, 2 acres of pollinator habitat, 1 acre of total trees, 4 acres of 
biodynamic accumulator crops, and a ½ acre educational garden and orchard, as soon 
as practicable, while the 2-acre tree line is to remain intact and managed. A 7th 
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condition was added requiring that there will be no more than 3,000 cubic yards of 
compost intakes per year. An 8th condition was added requiring that on sale of the 
property, the review provisions of condition 5 will be reactivated for the new 
owner(s). Supported by Member Rissi. Motion carried 5 to 2.   

ARTICLE 12. Old Business 

Member Bruneau inquired what the Township Board amended from the Master Plan 
recommendations. Member Noordhoek said they did not like the M-6 exits, among 
other things, but the amendment was approved as presented. 

ARTICLE 13. Any other business 

Member Richardson mentioned how part of the newly paved section of Whitneyville, 
particularly where the fork in the road was, is now very dangerous. Member Rissi 
concurred.   

ARTICLE 14. Acknowledge visitors and those wishing to speak 

Lori Johnson (5640 Whitneyville) said the township appeared to be making exceptions 
for Wormies since the previous planner had allowed them to compost. She does not 
want this in a residential neighborhood.    

Jeff Hines (8590 Lilly Ridge) has an associate’s degree in architecture and was impressed 
with the way the Planning Commission handled the situation, even though the outcome 
was not what he wished. He appreciated the efforts made.   

ARTICLE 15. Adjournment  

Motion was made by Engel to adjourn the meeting. Supported by Member Rissi. 
Motion carried 7 to 0. The meeting adjourned at 11:40 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Joe Engel, Secretary 



 
 

REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 
MEETING DATE: September 27, 2023 

 
 
ITEM:       Consider approval of road closures for Grand Rapids Triathlon 2024. 
 
 
PRESENTER: Melanie Manion, Parks and Recreation Director  
 
INDIVIDUAL PRESENT: Jon Conkling, USA Triathlon Level 1 Certified Race Director 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: Michigan Endurance Holdings, LLC is requesting to host a portion 
of the Grand Rapids Triathlon within Cascade Township in 2024. Surveys from 2023 indicated 
the event brought both economic ($332,900 spent at local restaurants and businesses) and 
recreational benefits to the area. A thorough explanation of the benefits of this event can be 
found within the attached proposal.  
 
STRATEGIC PLANS/GOALS:   N/A   
 
ACTION REQUESTED:  Approve road closures on Saturday, June 8, 2024 and Sunday, June 9, 
2024 as described above. 
 
BUDGET IMPLICATIONS:  N/A 
 
IMPLEMENTATION PLAN:  Upon approval by the Board of Trustees, the Clerk will forward the 
request to Kent County Road Commission for necessary permit. 
 
DIRECTOR'S RECOMMENDATION:   Approval 
 
MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION:  Approval 
 
MODEL RESOLUTION:   I move to approve street closures on Saturday, June 8, 2024 for the Grand 
Rapids Triathlon.  
 
I move to approve street closures on Sunday, June 9, 2024 for the Grand Rapids Triathlon. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Grand Rapids Triathlon 2024 proposal.  
 



 

 
June 8 & 9, 2024 - CASCADE, MI 

 

We are the largest triathlon in Michigan 
and proud host of five USA Triathlon National Championships  

over the course of our twelve-year history. 
 

While our event brings in some of the best athletes from across the country, we have also been 
named one of the Top 5 Best Triathlons for Beginners in the USA according to Triathlon Business 

International. This two-day triathlon event is a chance for athletes of all skill levels to compete on 
a scenic riverside course, perfect for the novice through the seasoned triathlete. 

 
 
 
 
 

A portion of all proceeds will benefit: 
 

OFFICIAL CHARITY PARTNER 
 

 

LOCAL CHARITY PARTNER 

 
 

 
 
 
INTRODUCTION  



Thank you for considering approval of the 2024 edition of Grand Rapids Triathlon.  
 

Who we are – Michigan Endurance Holdings, LLC  
Michigan Endurance Holdings (dba “Tris4Health”) is owned by Jon Conkling and John 
Mosey, both of whom are USA Triathlon level 1 certified race directors.  We are avid 
triathletes and have been involved with the sport for a decade.  Our vision is to continue to 
grow Grand Rapids Triathlon, both locally and nationally.  We want as many people as 
possible to get off the couch and into a healthier lifestyle, while at the same time showing 
off all the wonderful things our area is known for. 
 
What the Grand Rapids Triathlon is:  
This triathlon is a chance for athletes of all skill levels to compete on a scenic riverside 
course, perfect for the novice and seasoned triathlete. This USA Triathlon sanctioned event 
promises heart pounding excitement from start to the finish. We offer four distances: Super 
Sprint, Sprint, Olympic and Half, as well as these events: triathlon, duathlon, aquabike and 
relay. In addition, we host a kid’s duathlon Saturday afternoon, which is sponsored by 
Cascade Pediatrics. 

 
BENEFITS 
Hosting this great community event comes with many benefits from a positive economic impact 
to improving community health and well-being. 
 

Positive economic impact: Our goal is to drive our athletes to area businesses in and 
around the Cascade area. Now that we are a two-day event, athletes and their families 
have a lot of reason to spend a weekend in the area, creating even more economic 
opportunity. In addition, we are working with two Cascade area hotels for our athletes to 
stay while they are in town for the event. 

 
Give back to the community: We partner with Make-a-Wish Michigan with the goal of 
granting as many wishes as possible to children and families who desperately need them. 
To date, Make-a-Wish Michigan has raised over $75,000 at Grand Rapids Triathlon. 
 
Be involved with one of the fastest growing sports in the country. The general excitement 
for the sport of triathlon received a boost of popularity when triathlon debuted at the 2000 
Olympic Games in Sydney, Australia. It is estimated that approximately 150,000 people 
participate in multi-sport in the United States each year. And the numbers continue to 
grow.  
 
Positions Cascade with a healthy lifestyle and lifelong fitness associated with swimming, 
biking and running. Triathlon embraces the idea of maintaining a healthy and active 
lifestyle like no other sport.  You can often see participants at local races ranging in age 
from 12-85 years old! All three sports require aerobic power, excellent endurance, and 
tactical thinking.  



 
REQUEST 
We are requesting approval of the following: 
 

1.) To hold this annual event in the Ada area on June 8 and 9, 2024 and for years to come.  
2.) Course maps, suggested parking areas, etc. are available on our website 

(www.grandrapidstri.com). 
3.) Specific road closures and times: 

a. Saturday, June 8 - Road Closure (4am – 11:30am) 
i. Thornapple River Drive from River St south to Laraway Lake Drive 
ii. Buttrick Ave from Thornapple River Drive to Grand River Drive 
iii. Grand River from Buttrick to Old Oak Hill Drive 

b. Sunday, June 9 - Road Closures (4am – 5pm) 
i. Thornapple River Drive from River St south to Cascade 
ii. Buttrick Ave from Thornapple to Grand River 
iii. Grand River from Buttrick to Old Oak Hill Drive 

4.) We request a letter from the Township of Cascade stating the above has been approved. 
5.) Michigan Endurance Holdings will have Cascade Township as an additional insured. One 

week prior to the race we will place signs in Cascade and Ada. 
 
 
 
 



Official Charity Partner: Local Charity Partner:



2023 Recap

► We had an outstanding event with overwhelmingly positive feedback from 
athletes, sponsors, vendors, etc.

► 99.4% of people say they are likely to return.

► Back to pre-covid numbers in terms of participation, something most races in 
the country are still struggling with.

► Average spending was over $200 per athlete in Ada/Cascade.



2024 Proposal

► Keep 2-day format

► We propose the weekend of June 8 and 9, 2024.

► Specific routes, road closures, etc. care the same as 2023.



Map Appendix



Swim Course

► Super Sprint - 400 meters

► Sprint - 600 meters

► Olympic - 1500 meters

► Half - 1.2 miles



Bike Course 
(Saturday)

► Super Sprint - 10k

► Sprint - 20k
SUPER SPRINT

SPRINT



Bike Course
(Sunday)

► Olympic - 40k

► Half - 56 miles
OLYMPIC

HALF



Run Course
(Saturday)

► Super Sprint - 2.5k

► Sprint - 5k

SUPER SPRINT SPRINT



Run Course
(Sunday)

► Olympic – 6.2 miles

► Half - 13.1 miles 
(2 loops)

OLYMPIC HALF



 
Resolution -2023 

September 27, 2023 

1 

 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

Resolution No. ________-2023 

At a regular meeting of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Cascade held on 

September 27, 2023, the following Resolution was offered for adoption by ______________ and 

was seconded by ________________. 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING STREET CLOSURES ON 
SATURDAY, JUNE 8, 2024 FOR THE GRAND RAPIDS 
TRIATHLON. 

WHEREAS, Michigan Endurance Holding LLC (dbaTris4Health, LLC) would like to hold 

a triathlon on Saturday, Jun 8, 2024 and Sunday, June 9, 2024; and 

WHEREAS, on Saturday, June 8, 2024 they will need to close the following streets from 

approximately 4:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.: 

 Thornapple River Dr. from Storeybook Ln. to Laraway Lake 
 Grand River Ave. from Buttrick to Old Oak Hill Dr.; and  

 
WHEREAS, Thornapple River Dr. and Grand River Ave. are primary streets; and 

WHEREAS, Michigan Endurance Holdings LLC is working with the Kent County Road 

Commission and Kent County Sheriff Department regarding this request. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED: the Cascade Charter Township 

Board approves the request for the street closures on June 8, 2024 from 4 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Cascade Township Board hereby directs the 

Clerk to forward this request to the Kent County Road Commission for the necessary permit. 
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YEAS:  

NAYS:  

ABSENT/ABSTAIN:  

 

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED 

       __________________________ 
  Susan B. Slater 
 Cascade Charter Township Clerk 
 
 

 

CERTIFICATION 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by 

the Township Board of Cascade Charter Township, County of Kent, Michigan, at a regular meeting 

held on September 27, 2023, and that said meeting was conducted and public notice of said meeting 

was given pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meetings Act, being Act 267, Public 

Acts of Michigan, 1976, and that the minutes of said meeting were kept and will be or have been 

made available as required by said Act. 

 

 

Date: ________, 2023 _______________________________ 
 Susan B. Slater 
 Cascade Charter Township Clerk 
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CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

Resolution No. ________-2023 

At a regular meeting of the Township Board of the Charter Township of Cascade held on 

September 27, 2023, the following Resolution was offered for adoption by ______________ and 

was seconded by ________________. 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING STREET CLOSURES ON 
SUNDAY, JUNE 9, 2024 FOR THE GRAND RAPIDS 
TRIATHLON. 

WHEREAS, Michigan Endurance Holding LLC (dbaTris4Health, LLC) would like to hold 

a triathlon on Saturday, Jun 8, 2024 and Sunday, June 9, 2024; and 

WHEREAS, on Sunday, June 9, 2024 they will need to close the following streets from 

approximately 4:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.: 

 Thornapple River Dr. from Storeybook Ln. to Cascade Rd. 
 Shagbark Ave. 
 Orange Ave. 
 Peace St. 
 Hurley St. 
 Mt. Ash St. 
 Gracen St.; and 

 
WHEREAS, Thornapple River Dr. is a primary street; and 

WHEREAS, Shagbark, Orange, Peace, Hurley, Mt. Ash and Grachen are local streets; and 

WHEREAS, Michigan Endurance Holdings LLC is working with the Kent County Road 

Commission and Kent County Sheriff Department regarding this request. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED: the Cascade Charter Township 

Board approves the request for the street closures on Sunday, June 9, 2024 from 4 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: that the Cascade Township Board hereby directs the 

Clerk to forward this request to the Kent County Road Commission for the necessary permit. 

YEAS:  

NAYS:  

ABSENT/ABSTAIN:  

 

 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED 

       __________________________ 
  Susan B. Slater 
 Cascade Charter Township Clerk 
 
 

 

CERTIFICATION 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by 

the Township Board of Cascade Charter Township, County of Kent, Michigan, at a regular meeting 

held on September 27, 2023, and that said meeting was conducted and public notice of said meeting 

was given pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meetings Act, being Act 267, Public 

Acts of Michigan, 1976, and that the minutes of said meeting were kept and will be or have been 

made available as required by said Act. 

 

 

Date: ________, 2023 _______________________________ 
 Susan B. Slater 
 Cascade Charter Township Clerk 



CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

5920 Tahoe Dr. Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546 

Date: 
To: 
From: 

Subject: 

FACTS: 
The Township has received a request from the Michael J. Bost Chapter 18 of 

America that the Township, along with other communities, issue a resolution 
declaring September 15, 2023 as "Prisoner of War/Missing in Action Recognition Day." The 
request has also been made that the resolution be provided to the Michael J. Bost Chapter 18 of 
the Vietnam Veterans of America for a ceremony they will be conducting in the chapel of the 
Michigan Home for Veterans in Grand Rapids. 

Attached for your review is: 

• Letter ofrequest from the Michael J. Bost Chapter 18 of the Vietnam Veterans of
America.

• Proposed Resolution to Provide for the Designation of September 15, 2023 as Prisoner of
War/Missing in Action Recognition Day

ANALYSIS & CONCLUSIONS: 
The Township has approved similar resolutions in previous years. The Michael J. Bost Chapter 
18 of the Vietnam Veterans of America is one of three in West Michigan that is working to 
increase awareness of the servicemen unaccounted for in the Vietnam and Gulf Wars. Currently 
there are 1,584 Vietnam-era American servicemen and civilians unaccounted for in Southeast 
Asia, including 48 from the State of Michigan. Though this date has already passed for 2023, 
recognition of the date is still significant to the Michael J Bost Vietnam Veterans of America 
and the community as a whole.

FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS: 
Adoption of the proposed resolution will not have any financial considerations. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
Adopt the Resolution recognizing September 15, 2023 as "Prisoner of War/Missing in Action 
Recognition Day" in Cascade Township. 

September 27, 2023
Supervisor Lesperance and Township Board Members
Jessica Stine, Management Office Admin Assistant
Resolution for "Prisoner of War/Missing in Action Recognition Day"

the  Vietnam
 Veterans of 



August 3, 2023 

Supervisor Grace Lesperance 

Township of Cascade 

5920 Tahoe Dr SE 

Grand Rapids, Ml 49546 

Dear Supervisor Lesperance 

VIETNAM VETERANS OF AMERICA 

Michael J. Bost Chapter 18 

P. 0. Box 1766

Grand Rapids, Ml 49501 

616-644-2787

The Michael J. Bost Chapter 18 of the Vietnam Veterans of America will observe Prisoner of War/Missing in Action 

Recognition Day on Friday, September 15, 2023. We will have a brief ceremony at 2:00 PM in the chapel in the new 

building of the Michigan Home for Veterans in Grand Rapids. 

We would like the Township of Cascade, with other communities, issue a proclamation declaring September 15, 2023 as 

Prisoner of War/Missing in Action Day. This resolution would then be presented to the Michael J. Bost Chapter of the 

Vietnam Veterans. A sample is included for your convenience. 

Your presence is requested at this ceremony to make the presentation to the Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 18. 

Out of respect for those who are present, we would appreciate dignitaries being present for the entire ceremony. 

If you or your representative are able to attend this ceremony, please let us know. 

For further questions, please call Betty Pike 616-644-2787. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Tom Sibley 

President 

Michael J. Bost 

Chapter 18 

Vietnam Veterans of America 



CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

RESOLUTION of2023

RESOLUTION TO PROVIDE FOR THE DESIGNATION OF SEPTEMBER 15, 2023 AS

"PRISONER OF WAR I MISSING IN ACTION RECOGNITION DAY" 

Minutes of a regular meeting of the Township Board of Cascade charter Township, County of 

Kent, State of Michigan, held at the Wisner Center in said Township on September 27, 2023 at 

7:00 o'clock p.m., Eastern Daylight Time 

PRESENT: _____________________ 
ABSENT: ____________________

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Board Member ____ and 

supported by Trustee ___ _ 

WHEREAS, the United States has fought in many wars, one of the longest of which was 

the Vietnamese Conflict; and 

WHEREAS, Friday, September 15, 2023 is a day of remembrance for those who 

suffered as prisoners of war or are still missing as a result of any conflict; and, 

WHEREAS, although cooperation has increased within the past few years, there are still 

1,584 American servicemen and civilians, including 48 from the State of Michigan, missing and 

unaccounted for in Indochina. The uncertainty surrounding their fates has caused their families to 

suffer great hardship; and, 

WHEREAS, increasing public awareness and focusing public attention on this issue is 

one way to help achieve this goal. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees of 

Cascade Charter Township shall designate Friday, September 15, 2023 as: 

____

jstine
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"PRISONER OF WAR/ MISSING IN ACTION RECOGNITION DAY" 

We urge all of our citizens to take note of this important issue and remember those servicemen 

and civilians who were prisoners of war and those who are still missing and to commemorate the 

day with appropriate activities. 

YEAS: __________________________________________________________________ 

NAYS: __________________________________________________________________ 

ABSTAIN: ______________________________________________________________ 

ABSENT:  _______________________________________________________________

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED 

Susan B. Slater, Township Clerk 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Township Board of Cascade Charter Township, County of Kent, Michigan, at a regular 
meeting held on September 27, 2023, and that said meeting was conducted and public notice of 
said meeting was given pursuant to and in full compliance with the Open Meetings Act, being 
Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and that the minutes of said meeting were kept and will 
be or have been made available as required by said Act. 

Dated: ____________

Susan B. Slater, Township Clerk 
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