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from the Supervisor
Dear Cascadians,

As we come to the end of another 
beautiful Michigan summer 
and return to regular routines, I 
would like to update you on two 

current Township initiatives: (1) pending adoption of a 
new Zoning Ordinance and (2) implementing improved 
internal financial processes to reduce waste and increase 
accountability. These initiatives further our broader goals 
of enhancing our residents’ quality of life and preserving 
Cascade’s unique character.

Prioritizing Transparent  
& Accurate Accounting
At its June 25 Board of Trustees meeting, the Board received 
the auditors’ opinion for Cascade Township’s Fiscal Year 
2024, along with the audited financial statements.

The audit process included roughly two hundred internal 
staff hours closing out the accounting records for FY 2024, 
followed by four external auditors working on-site the last 
week of March, examining Cascade’s financial records, 
accounting practices, and internal controls to ensure that all 
public funds received and expended were accounted for.

Township Receives “Clean” FY 2024 Audit. The auditor 
issued a “clean” audit opinion, which means the auditor 
found Cascade met the highest rating for its accuracy of 
financial record keeping.

Improved Financial Practices Increase General Fund 
Balance. With respect to FY 2024 operating costs, Cascade 
maintained the previous year’s reductions in administrative 
costs, continuing the $500,000 reduction of non-essential 
operating expenses from FY 2023.

•	 In addition to reducing administrative costs, internal 
updates to revenue and reimbursement processes 
resulted in a $1,455,687 increase in the general fund 
balance, with no reduction in services provided to 
residents. The result is an unassigned general fund 
balance of $6,310,034—enough to cover eleven months of 
operating costs.

•	 The FY 2024 audit findings confirm that we are well-
positioned to weather economic downturns, respond to 
unexpected disasters, and take advantage of unexpected 
opportunities.

The Board of Trustees wishes to thank Manager Jade Smith 
and Finance & Budget Director Lorna Nenciarini for their 
attention to detail, hard work, and ethical stewardship 
of taxpayer dollars. We appreciate their administrative 
leadership.

Visit cascadetwp.com/financials to view the complete FY 
2024 audit and financial reports, as well as past budgets, 
audits, and financial statements.

New Zoning Ordinance Proactively 
Manages Growth Pressures
Cascade’s natural beauty and character combined with its 
proximity to a vibrant city with first-class amenities make it 
one of the most desirable places to live and do business in 
West Michigan. For these reasons, Cascade faces ongoing 
and intense growth and development pressures.

Ensuring that future development enhances residents’ 
quality of life and preserves Cascade’s character requires 
resisting development that diminishes the health or 
character of our community. It also means proactively (and 
thoughtfully) encouraging development that aligns with our 
community’s long-term growth goals.

To protect residents’ property 
values and quality of life, and 
despite intense pressures to develop 
the area east of the airport into 
industrial sites, current Township 
leadership is steadfast in its desire 
to keep this area, which includes this 
farm on Thornapple River Drive and 
52nd Street, rural and residential.   



CASCADETWP.COM	 3

Grace Lesperance
Cascade Charter Township Supervisor
glesperance@cascadetwp.com

Recognizing that Cascade’s old zoning ordinance failed 
to do this, Township leadership and staff have been 
comprehensively reviewing and updating the zoning 
ordinance over the past year. A completed draft is scheduled 
for Board approval in the coming weeks. Priorities include 
preserving residential property values, conserving 
natural areas throughout the entire Township, addressing 
development concerns (such as subpar private roads), and 
creating a more walkable Village area between 28th Street, 
Cascade Road, and the Thornapple River. Specific changes 
necessary to accomplish these goals include:

•	 Containing industrial and commercial development 
south and east of the airport to existing areas thereby 
maintaining the currently undeveloped natural buffer 
between industrial sites and residents’ homes, farms, and 
the Thornapple River.

•	 Adopting form based code in the Village area requiring 
future redevelopment in that area to be limited in size 
and scale, quality, and pedestrian friendly (big box stores, 

car dealerships and large-scale developments are not 
allowed in the Cascade Road/28th St/Thornapple River 
Drive area.)

•	 Clearly stated and elevated standards and requirements 
for new commercial and residential developments, 
specifically preserving current residents’ property values 
and minimizing traffic congestion and straining public 
resources are included. Future private roads must be built 
to public road standards, at developer’s expense.

The new zoning ordinance is scheduled for adoption by the 
Board of Trustees in the coming weeks.

It is an honor to serve as your Supervisor. Your thoughts, 
comments, and suggestions are welcome and important. I 
hope to hear from you soon.

Attorneys Scott Kraemer, 
Christopher Newberg, Lindsay 
Cummings, and Thomas Kuiper, 
of Kuiper Kraemer PC, a law 
firm specializing in complex 
civil and probate litigation.

After being downtown for twenty years, owners Thomas Kuiper and 
Scott Kraemer, both residents of Cascade, recently relocated their law 
firm to Cascade. Design for their new building, located at 6660 Old 28th 
St, incorporates proposed form based code design elements that are 
included in the Township’s draft zoning ordinance, which is intended to 
encourage small-scale, quality redevelopment in the village area.
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CHANGES TO VOTING PRECINCTS
Cascade Township has made 
some important changes to 
the voting precincts. Visit the 
interactive map on our website at 
cascadetwp.com/elections.

WHAT’S NEW?
Cascade Township has condensed the number of precincts 
from 10 to 5. While some precinct numbers have changed, 
not all voters will be assigned to a different polling location. 
Please refer to the new precinct map (right) for more details.

UNDERSTANDING PRECINCTS VS. POLLING LOCATIONS
Precinct: A designated geographic area defined by the local 
Election Commission. Michigan law restricts the number of 
voters in each precinct to ensure manageable voting.

Polling Location: This is the specific place or facility 
where voters go to cast their votes. Sometimes voters from 
multiple precincts may use the same polling location.

WHAT HAS CHANGED?
Cascade Township previously had 10 precincts, which have 
now been consolidated into just 5 precincts. Affected voters 
will see a different precinct number on their voter ID card 
and ballot and may have a new polling location, but the 
voting process will remain the same.

WILL I BE NOTIFIED IF I’M AFFECTED?
Yes, the Cascade Township Clerk’s Office will send out 
new voter ID cards to all voters. ALL registered voters 
will receive new voter ID cards with updated precinct and 
polling location information. 

As always, our office is available to help residents find 
polling location information for any election.

WHY ARE THESE CHANGES HAPPENING?
With an increasing number of voters opting for absentee 
or early in-person voting, state law now allows for a higher 
number of voters per precinct, up to 4,999. The passing of 
Senate Bill 573 of 2023 (PA 227 of 2023) raised the precinct 
size limit from 2,999 to 4,999 voters per precinct, facilitating 
the consolidation of precincts.

Since the passing of Proposal 3 in 2018, allowing ‘No Reason’ 
absentee voting, and Proposal 2 in 2022, implementing 
9 days of early voting, the Clerk’s Office has observed a 
decrease in in-person voting on Election Day. As voters 
become more aware of early voting, we anticipate that in-
person voting on Election Day will continue to decline and 
that each voting method—early voting, absentee ballots, 

and Election Day voting—will average one-third of the total 
votes cast.

The Clerk’s Office is confident that increasing the number 
of voters per precinct will not have an impact on election 
administration. While this change may increase the average 
number of voters in precincts on election day, we know 
our polling locations and workers can accommodate this. 
This change will also allow Clerk staff to respond more 
efficiently, as there will be staff members dedicated to 
assisting the 5 precincts instead of 10.

IMPACT OF ABSENTEE VOTING
If you vote absentee, your precinct number may have  
changed on your ballot, but the voting process will remain  
the same. If you are on the permanent absentee ballot list or 
the permanent application list, you do not need to resubmit 
your forms.

HAVE MORE QUESTIONS?
Please visit the Cascade Township Election website at 
cascadetwp.com/elections or email Deputy Clerk,  
Jennifer Jager, at jjager@cascadetwp.com.

from the Clerk WHERE DO I VOTE?
Precinct 1 – Cascade Library Wisner Center,  
2870 Jacksmith Drive

Precinct 2 – Cascade Fellowship Christian 
Reformed Church, 6655 Cascade Road

Precinct 3 – Cascade Christian Church,  
2829 Thornapple River Drive

Precinct 4 – Ada Bible Church,  
8899 Cascade Road

Precinct 5 – Thornapple Community Church,  
3260 Thornapple River Drive

Check the new precinct numbers and polling 
locations listed above, and don’t forget to 
consult the map for further reference.
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Cascade Charter Township Street Index 
 

 28TH ST................................A-2 
 30TH ST................................D-3 
 33 RD ST ..............................A-3 
 36 TH ST ...............................A-3 
 37 TH ST ...............................A-4 
 45 TH ST ...............................E-5 
 48 TH ST ...............................C-5 
 52 ND ST ..............................A-5 
 60 TH ST ...............................A-6 

A 
 ABBEYDALE CT .....................A-1 
 ABBEYDALE DR .....................A-1 
 ACROPOLIS DR .....................B-3 
 AIR CARGO DR ......................C-4 
 AIR FARM DR ........................A-5 
 ALASKA AVE .........................D-6 
 ALASKA RIDGE......................D-6 
 ALHAMBRA DR .....................A-2 
 ANDERS TRL .........................D-6 
 ANDERWALD LN ...................E-2 
 APPLE HILL CT ......................D-3 

 APPLECREST CT ...................D-3 
 AQUA FRIA CT .......................C-4 

 ARBORETUM DR ...................A-1 
 ARBORTREE CT ....................B-2 
 ARCHITRAVE DR ...................B-3 
 ARTISAN WOODS DR ............C-1 
 ASHTON RIDGE DR................D-3 
 ASHWOOD CT .......................D-2 
 ASHWOOD DR .......................D-2 
 ASPENWOOD CT ...................D-3 
 ASPENWOOD DR ...................D-3 
 AUTUMN WOODS DR ............D-2 
   AVONLEA CT .........................C-2 

B 
 BALLYBUNION CT ..................B-1 
 BANNOCKBURN DR ...............D-3 

 BEARD DR ............................B-1 
 BECHALLA DR.......................B-2 
 BEHLER DR ...........................C-3 
 BENTWOOD DR .....................D-3 
 BIRKDALE DR........................C-1 
 BISCAYNE WAY .....................D-2 
 BLOOMINGTON HILLS DR ......F-3 
 BOBWHITE CT .......................A-2 
 BOLT DR ...............................E-1 
 BOXTHORN CT ......................B-1 
 BOYNTON HILLS DR ..............F-1 
 BOYTON AVE .........................F-1 
 BRASSIE CT ..........................A-2 
 BRIARCLIFF CT ......................D-1 
 BRIARCLIFF DR .....................D-1 
 BRIDGEWATER CT ................C-1 
 BRIDGEWATER DR ................C-1 
 BROADMOOR AVE .................A-6 
 BROOKHAVEN DR .................E-2 
 BROOKHILLS CT....................C-3 
 BROOKPOINT DR ...................C-3 
 BUCCANEER DR ....................D-4 
 BUCKHAVEN CT ....................D-3 
 BUCKHAVEN DR ....................D-3 
 BURGER DR ..........................C-3 
 BURGER DR ..........................C-4 
 BURRWICK DR ......................D-3 
 BURTON CT ..........................A-2 
 BURTON POINTE BLVD ..........A-2 
 BURTON ST...........................B-2 
 BURTON WOODS CT .............C-2 
 BURWOOD HILL ....................E-3 
 BURWOOD HILL CT ...............E-3 
 BUTTRICK AVE ......................D-1 
 BUTTRICK AVE ......................D-3 
 BUTTRICK AVE ......................D-4 
 BUTTRICK AVE ......................D-5 
 BUTTRICK AVE ......................D-6 
 BUTTRICK PARK PL...............D-1 

C 
 CAHOON DR ..........................D-4 
 CANDLESTICK AVE ................B-2 
 CANDLEWICK CT ...................B-2 
 CANDLEWOOD DR.................D-3 
 CANYON DR ..........................D-1 
 CANYON RIDGE CT ................D-1 
 CAPITAN DR .........................B-2 
 CASCADE FARMS CT.............C-1 
 CASCADE FARMS DR ............C-1 
 CASCADE FARMS LN.............C-2 
 CASCADE LAKES CIR ............C-2 
 CASCADE LAKES CT .............C-2 
 CASCADE LAKES DR .............C-2 
 CASCADE PINES DR ..............D-4 
 CASCADE PLACE DR .............B-2 
 CASCADE POINTE CT ............C-2 
 CASCADE POINTE DR ............B-2 
 CASCADE RD ........................A-1 
 CASCADE RD ........................C-3 
 CASCADE RD ........................E-4 
 CASCADE SPRINGS DR .........C-3 
 CASCADE SPRINGS DR .........D-2 
 CASCADE TERRACE DR.........D-3 
 CASCADE WOODS DR ...........D-2 
 CASTA VIEW DR ....................D-2 

 CAVALCADE DR ....................A-1 
 CHAMONIX CT .......................B-1 
 CHAMPAGNE CT ...................B-1 
 CHAMPION CIR .....................D-5 
 CHAPSHIRE DR .....................B-3 
 CHARLEVOIX DR ...................B-3 
 CHARLEVOIX WOODS CT .......B-2 
 CHATHAM WOODS DR ..........B-2 
 CHELAN CT ...........................B-1 
 CHERRY LANE AVE ...............E-4 
 CHRISTINE CT .......................A-2 
 CIMARRON DR ......................C-3 
 CLEAR MEADOW DR .............F-5 
 CLEAR RIDGE DR ..................F-5 
 CLYDESDALE DR ...................D-3 
 COACH RD ............................B-3 
 COLCHESTER DR ..................D-3 
 CORPORATE AIRCRAFT DR ...A-5 
 CORPORATE EXCHANGE BL ..A-6 
 CORPORATE EXCHANGE CT ..A-6 
 CORPORATE GROVE DR ........A-6 
 COUNTRY BOOK DR ..............E-1 
 COVEY CT .............................A-2 
 CRAFTSMAN CT ....................A-1 

D 
 DEER HAVEN .........................D-2 
 DEERFIELD CT .......................A-2 
 DEL CANO DR .......................B-2 
 DENHAM CT ..........................C-1 
 DENISON DR .........................D-1 
 DEVONWOOD LN ...................B-2 
 DEYANO DR ..........................C-6 
 DOGWOOD MEADOWS DR .....E-1 
 DONNEGAL CT ......................C-1 
 DONNEGAL LN ......................C-1 
 DORSET DR ..........................D-3 
 DOUBLOON DR .....................D-4 
 DUANE DR ............................E-5 

E 
 E FULTON ST.........................F-1 
 EAGLE DR .............................B-3 
 EAST GATEHOUSE  DR ..........B-3 
 EAST MEADOWS CT ..............A-1 
 EXCHANGE CT .......................A-6 
 EXECUTIVE PKWY..................A-6 

F 
 FALCON LN ...........................E-2 
 FARMS END DR .....................C-2 
 FAWNS RIDGE .......................F-1 
 FEATHERY DR .......................A-2 
 FOREMOST DR ......................B-3 
 FOREST SHORES DR .............B-1 
 FOREST VALLEY CT ...............C-4 
 FOREST VALLEY DR ..............C-4 
 FOX HAVEN CT ......................D-1 
 FOX LN ..................................D-4 
 FOXFIRE LN ...........................F-3 

G 
 GALBRAITH AVE ....................A-1 
 GATEWAY DR ........................A-4 
 GINGER BROOK CT ................E-1 
 GLADYS DR ..........................C-1 
 GLASTON CT .........................C-2 
 GLEN EAGLES DR..................C-1 
 GLEN FOREST DR ..................E-1 
 GLEN ELLYN CT ....................B-1 
 GLEN ELLYN DR ....................B-1 
 GLEN MEADOW CT ................A-1 
 GLENSTONE CT .....................B-3 
 GLENSTONE DR ....................B-3 
 GLENWOOD HILLS ................A-3 
 GLENWOOD POND DR ...........D-6 
 GOLDEN OAK TRL .................D-6 
 GOODWOOD CT ....................C-4 
 GOODWOOD DR ....................C-3 
 GOVE ESTATES DR ................E-3 
 GRACHEN DR ........................D-1 
 GRAND RIVER DR .................E-1 
 GREENHILL CT ......................A-1 
 GREENWAY DR .....................B-3 
 GRENELEFE DR .....................C-2 
 GROUSE CT ..........................A-2 

H 
 HALL ST ...............................B-1 
 HALLMARK LN ......................B-1 
 HAWTHORNE HILLS DR .........F-1 
 HAWTHORNE RIDGE ..............C-2 
 HAYWARD DR .......................D-3 
 HEARTSIDE DR .....................D-2 
 HEATHER KNOLL...................D-1 
 HEATHMOOR CT ...................B-3 
 HICKORYWOOD LN ................D-3 
 HIDDEN HILLS AVE ................D-3 
 HIDDEN HILLS CT ..................D-3 
 HIDDEN RIDGE DR .................C-2 
 HIGH RIDGE LN .....................A-2 
 HIGHGROVE DR.....................E-1 
 HILLS CT...............................B-1 
 HILLSBORO AVE ....................C-1 
 HORIZON DR .........................A-2 

 HOTEL AVE ...........................A-3 
 HOWLETT DR ........................D-3 
 HUMMINGBIRD CT ................A-2 
 HUNTER GREEN CT ...............C-2 
 HUNTERS WAY CT ................D-4 
 HUNTERS WAY DR ................D-4 
 HURLING ST..........................C-3 

I 
 INNOVATION CT ....................A-3 
 INTERNATIONAL PKWY..........A-6 
 IRENE AVE ............................B-2 

J 
 JACKSMITH ..........................C-3 
 JEANLIN DR ..........................C-3 
 JENNYDALE CT .....................A-2 
 JENNYDALE DR .....................A-2 
 JOHN J OOSTEMA BLVD ........A-5 
 JONATHAN WOODS DR ...........D-2 

K 
 KENDRICK CT........................A-5 
 KENDRICK ST ........................A-5 
 KENROB CT...........................D-4 
 KENROB DR ..........................D-4 
 KENTMARSH CT ....................F-6 
 KILMER ST ............................C-6 
 KIRKWALL DR .......................D-3 
 KIRKWOOD TRL ....................D-6 
 KITZBUHL CT ........................B-1 
 KNIGHTSBRIDGE RD..............B-2 
 KRAFT AVE ...........................A-3 
 KRAFT AVE ...........................A-4 
 KRAFT AVE ...........................A-5 
 KRAFT AVE ...........................A-6 

L 
 LARAWAY LAKE DR ..............C-1 
 LARAWAY LN ........................C-1 
 LARAWAY RIDGE DR .............C-1 
 LARAWAY WOODS DR...........C-1 
 LENA ROSE LN ......................D-1 
 LEYTON DR ...........................C-3 
 LEYTON DR ...........................D-3 
 LIME HOLLOW DR .................D-2 
 LINCOLNSHIRE CT.................B-3 
 LINCOLNSHIRE LN.................B-3 
 LINDA AVE ............................B-2 
 LINSON CT ............................B-1 
 LINVILLE CT ..........................C-2 
 LITTLE HARBOR DR ..............D-5 
 LORAL PINES CT ...................D-1 
 LORAL PINES DR...................D-1 
 LUCERNE DR ........................B-3 

M 
 MACNIDER AVE .....................A-1 
 MAGELLAN DR ......................B-2 
 MANCHESTER HILLS DR .......B-1 
 MANOR CT ............................B-1 
 MAPLECREST CT ..................C-4 
 MAPLECREST DR ..................C-4 
 MARACAIBO SHORES AVE .....D-4 
 MARSMMAN AVE ..................B-1 
 MCCORDS AVE .....................F-6 
 MEADOWOOD TRAILS CT ......B-3 
 MEADOWOOD TRAILS DR ......B-3 
 MEDINA CT ...........................B-1 
 MEIJER DR ............................A-2 
 MIDDLEBROOK AVE ..............C-1 
 MIDDLEGATE DR ...................B-3 
 MISTY LAND CT ....................C-3 
 MONTRUE DR .......................B-1 
 MOORING HEIGHTS CT ..........C-2 
 MOUNTAIN ASH DR ...............D-1 
 MOURNING DOVE CT .............A-2 
 MUIRFIELD CT .......................C-1 
 MURDOCK WOODS CT ..........C-1 

N 
 NICK KIK DR ..........................C-4 
 NORTH QUAIL CREST DR ......A-2 
 NORTH..................................D-3 
 NORTH GATEHOUSE DR ........B-3 
 NORTH GRACEMOOR CT .......D-6 
 NORTH THRUSH CT ..............A-2
 NORTHERN DR ......................A-2 
 NOTTINGHILL CT ...................B-1 

O 
 OAK APPLE DR......................D-4 
 OAK BROOK ST .....................C-2 
 OAK CREEK CT ......................C-4 
 OAK TREE DR........................C-4 
 OAK TERRACE CT .................C-4 

 OAKBLUFF DR .......................C-4 
 OAKBURN AVE ......................A-1 
 OAKCREST CT .......................C-4 
 OAKMONT DR .......................C-4 
 OLD OAK HILL DR .................D-1 

 OLD 28 TH ST .......................C-3 
 OLD 60 TH ST .......................B-6 
 OLD ELM CT .........................D-1 
 OLIVER WOODS CT ...............D-1 

 OLIVER WOODS DR ...............D-1 
 O’NEAL WOODS CT ...............F-6 
 ORAN DR ..............................C-3 
 ORANGE AVE ........................C-3 
 ORCHARD VISTA DR .............B-3 
 ORCHID CT ...........................D-2 
 OVERLOOK............................C-3 

P 
 PARTRIDGE CT......................A-2 
 PARVIEW DR .........................B-3 
 PATAGONIA DR .....................B-2 
 PATTERSON AVE ...................A-1 
 PATTERSON AVE ...................A-6 
 PAUL B HENRY FWY ..............C-6 
 PEACE ST .............................C-2 
 PEBBLEBROOK DR ................D-2 
 PHEASANT CT .......................A-2 
 PICEA VALLEY CT ..................D-4 
 PICKFORD DR .......................F-3 
 PINE PARK CT .......................D-4 
 PINE PARK DR ......................D-4 
 PINE TRAIL ...........................B-1 
 PINOAK CT ............................D-3 
 PINTA CT ..............................B-2 
 PIRATES COVE CT .................D-4 
 PLACITA CT ..........................C-4 
 PLATINUM FALLS CT .............E-1 
 PLATINUM FALLS DR ............E-1 
 POINTE CT ............................A-2 
 PRAIRIE HOME DR ................A-2 

Q 
 QUAIL CREST DR ..................A-2 
 QUIGGLE AVE ........................E-3 
 QUIGGLE AVE ........................E-5 

R 
 RALEIGH DR  ........................A-3 
 RANGER HILLS DR ................A-1 
 RED BUD LN .........................D-2 
 RED CLOVER CT....................D-2 
 RED CLOVER DR ...................D-2 
 REDFORD AVE.......................D-3 
 RIDGEMONT CT .....................C-4 
 RIVER LN ..............................D-2 
 RIVER OAKS DR ....................D-1 
 RIVEREDGE DR .....................D-2 
 RIVERTON AVE ......................C-1 
 RIVERWALK CT .....................E-1 
 RIVERWOOD LN ....................C-2 
 ROSE VIEW CT ......................E-5 
 ROSS DR ..............................A-5 
 ROYAL COUNTY DOWN RD ....B-1 
 RUM RUN AVE ......................D-4 
 RUNNING DEER LN ................F-6 

S 
 SAN ANTONIO DR ..................B-2 
 SAN MARIE DR......................B-2 
 SANDY HOLLOW DR ..............D-5 
 SANDY LANE CT ....................C-4 
 SANDY LANE DR ...................C-4 
 SANDY POINT AVE ................C-1 
 SANTIGO AVE ........................B-2 
 SANTIGO CT ..........................B-2 
 SARGENT AVE .......................F-1 
 SCOTCH PINE CT...................C-2 
 SEDGEFIELD LN ....................B-2 
 SEQUOIA DR .........................D-5 
 SETTING DR ..........................E-3 
 SHADLOW TRL ......................F-2 
 SHADOWBROOK DR ..............D-2 
 SHADYBROOK DR .................D-1 
 SHADYVIEW DR ....................C-1 
 SHAGBARK AVE ....................C-2 
 SHEFFIELD DR.......................D-3 
 SHUMAC LN ..........................F-2 
 SILVERTHORN DR .................D-2 
 SNOW AVE ............................F-3 
 SNOW AVE ............................F-6 
 SNOW RD .............................F-4 
 SOUTH ..................................D-3 
 SOUTH BELTLINE FWY ..........C-6 
 SOUTH COMPLEX DR ............A-4 
 SOUTH GATEHOUSE DR ........B-3 
 SOUTH GRACEMOOR CT .......D-6 
 SOUTH QUAIL CREST DR .......A-2 

 SOUTH THRUSH CT ...............A-2 
 SPAULDING AVE ...................A-1 
 SPAULDING BLVD .................A-2 
 SPICE BUSH DR ....................E-1 
 SPRINGLINE CT .....................C-1 
 STARR ST .............................A-2 
 STEKETEE WOODS DR ..........D-2 
 STERLING CT  .......................B-1 
 STERLING CREEK DR ............E-1 
 STERLING OAKS BLVD ..........E-1 
 STERLING OAKS CT ..............E-1 
 STICKLEY DR ........................A-2 
 STONEHAVEN DR ..................D-3 
 STONESHIRE DR ...................B-1 
 STONINGTON RD ...................D-3 
 STOREYBOOK LN ..................D-1 
 STRATFORD GLEN CT ...........B-1 

 STURBRIDGE DR  ..................E-2 
 SUDBURY LN ........................D-3 
 SUMMERSET WOOD DR ........F-6 
 SUMMERSET WOODS CT ......E-6 
 SUMMIT DR ..........................C-3 
 SUNRISE CT ..........................C-1 
 SYSCO CT .............................A-4 

T 
 TAHOE DR.............................B-3 
 TAHOE LN .............................B-3 
 TALAMORE CT ......................A-2 
 TALL PINES DR .....................A-2 
 TALLGRASS AVE ...................B-2 
 TALLTIMBER CT ....................B-2 
 TALLTIMBER ST ....................B-2 
 TAMMARRON AVE ................C-1 
 TAMMARRON CT ..................C-1 
 TANGLEWOOD DR .................C-3 
 TANNEBAUM DR ...................D-1 
 TANNON CT ..........................D-6 
 TANNON TRAIL .....................D-6 
 TEAL CT ................................A-2 
 TEE SEVENTEEN CT ...............A-1 
 TERMINAL DR .......................A-4 
 THE TIMBERS........................C-1 
 THORNAPPLE BAYOU DR ......D-5 
 THORNAPPLE CLUB DR .........E-1 
 THORNAPPLE HOLLOW DR ...D-2 
 THORNAPPLE PARK DR ........D-2 
 THORNAPPLE PINES DR ........D-1 
 THORNAPPLE RIVER DR ........B-4 
 THORNAPPLE RIVER DR ........C-3 
 THORNAPPLE RIVER DR ........C-4 
 THORNAPPLE RIVER DR ........C-6 
 THORNAPPLE RIVER DR ........D-2 
 THORNAPPLE WAY ...............D-2 
 THORNBOOK AVE ..................C-3 
 THORNCREST DR ..................C-3 
 THORNCREST DR ..................D-3 
 THORNHILLS CT ....................B-3 
 THORNHILLS CT ....................C-3 
 THORNVIEW DR ....................C-6 
 TIMBER BLUFF DR .................D-2 
 TIMBER CANYON DR .............D-1 
 TIMBER POINT DR .................D-2 
 TIMBER RIDGE DR.................D-1
 TIMBER TRL ..........................D-1 
 TOBEMORY CT ......................D-3 
 TORIAN CT ............................D-3 
 TOWN CENTER CT .................A-6 
 TOWN CENTER DR ................A-6 
 TREELINE DR ........................D-2 
 TRICKLEWOOD CT.................C-3 
 TRICKLEWOOD DR ................C-3 
 TRILLIUM WOOD DR .............D-6 
 TRIPOLI CT ...........................C-3 
 TRIPOLI ST............................C-3 
 TROON CT.............................C-1 
 TURNBERRY DR ....................C-1 
 TUSCANY DR ........................C-3 

V 
 VALLEY CT ............................C-4 
 VAN LAAR DR .......................A-5 
 VENETIAN DR ........................A-1 
 VENTURA DR ........................D-1 
 VINEWOOD AVE.....................D-3 

W 
 WAINSCOT ST .......................C-3 
 WALDON HILLS DR ...............B-1 
 WATERMARK CT ...................B-1 
 WATERMARK DR ..................A-2 
 WATERMARK DR ..................B-1 
 WAYBRIDGE DR ....................C-2 
 WEAHTERBY HILLS DR ..........B-2 
 WEEPING WILLOW DR ...........A-2 
 WELSH DR ............................A-4 
 WENDELL ST ........................C-2 
 WESTCOTT DR ......................D-3 
 WESTRIDGE DR ....................C-3 
 WHISPERING RIDGE DR.........D-4 
 WHITBURN CT.......................D-3 
 WHITBURN DR ......................D-3 
 WHITE OAK CT ......................C-4 
 WHITNEYVILLE AVE ...............E-5 
 WHITNEYVILLE AVE ...............E-6 
 WHITWORTH CT ....................B-1 
 WINDCREST ST .....................C-2 
 WINSFIELD LN .......................D-1 
 WINTERBERRY CT .................C-3 
 WOOD DUCK LN ....................E-3 
 WOODBROOK DR ..................C-4 
 WOODLARK AVE ...................D-5 
 WOODVALE ST ......................D-3 
 WOODVIOLET CT ...................D-2 
 WYCLIFFE DR ........................C-3 
 WYNDAHM DR ......................C-2 
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Township leadership is in the final stages of completing a 
comprehensive update to the Township’s Zoning Ordinance, 
with formal adoption by the Board of Trustees scheduled 
for this month.

The updated Zoning Ordinance, which regulates current 
property development, is based on the goals and priorities 
set forth in Cascade’s 2024 Master Plan. Top goals include 
improving the village area, ensuring quality new development, 
and preserving natural areas for future generations.

While large parts of the previous Zoning Ordinance remain 
the same, certain sections of the ordinance have been 
clarified and/or changed. Updates include: 

VILLAGE REDEVELOPMENT
The Village area and nearby commercial districts will follow 
a Form Based Code, which sets standards for building 
design, landscaping, signage, and walkability, rather than 
focusing solely on land use. Adopting a Form Based Code 
for commercial areas in and around 28th St, Old 28th St, 
and from Cascade Road down to the Thornapple River 
ensures that private redevelopment, when it happens, 
is high quality and retains Cascade’s timeless character.

28TH STREET COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS
New overlays for 28th Street and Centennial Park 
encourage a more cohesive and attractive commercial 
district. Standards are in place for future development 
along 28th St, shifting away from a previous emphasis 
on big box stores and car dealerships. 

TREE PRESERVATION
In addition to their many ecological benefits, mature 
trees are an important characteristic of Cascade. The 
new Zoning Ordinance preserves this tree canopy by 
requiring new commercial, industrial, and certain 
residential developments to keep or replace in kind 
quality mature trees. This requirement is not applicable 
to existing residential and agricultural properties. 

ACCESSORY BUILDINGS
The square footage permitted by right for an accessory 
building is now based, in part, on lot size. This means that 
residents with larger lots will no longer be required to 
obtain a Special Use permit via the Planning Commission, 
provided all zoning requirements are met. To preserve 
the character and enjoyment of the Thornapple River, 
new construction overwater boathouses are no longer 
permitted. Existing boathouses are unaffected.

ACCESSORY DWELLINGS
Secondary living structures, i.e. buildings with both a kitchen 
and bathroom, are generally prohibited. Secondary buildings 
may still be allowed to have either a kitchen or a bathroom. 
Structures with both a kitchen and bathroom are not 
permitted unless they meet all primary dwelling standards. 

ANIMALS IN RESIDENTIAL AREAS
Bees, chickens, and goats are now allowed in residential 
areas, subject to zoning requirements and limitations.

OPTION TO VOLUNTARILY SELL DEVELOPMENT RIGHTS
To help preserve Cascade’s rural character, the new Zoning 
Ordinance creates a mechanism for property owners to 
voluntarily preserve farmland and natural spaces for future 
generations. In addition to receiving property tax breaks, 
participants are compensated through various funding 
sources and government programs for entering into a 
formal agreement to not develop their property.

Adopting this new Zoning Ordinance was vital 
to ensuring that the inevitable growth and 
future development in Cascade complements, 
rather than erodes, Cascade’s unique 
character and quality of life.”
—TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR GRACE LESPERANCE

“

Zoning Ordinance  
Proposed Amendment 
Overview

To view the proposed Zoning Ordinance, 
and for more details, including zone 
district map like the one below, visit 
cascadetwp.com/zoning. 
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The annual Metro Cruise Warm-Up returns for its 15th year 
on Thursday, August 21, from 4 to 8 pm, in the Fowling 
Warehouse parking lot (6797 Cascade Road SE). The event 
serves as the official kick-off to Metro Cruise weekend and 
draws classic car fans from across the state.

More than 100 collector cars are expected at this free, 
family-friendly event, which also features live music, food 
trucks, kids’ activities, and more. Collector car parking 
is free, thanks to the Cascade Downtown Development 
Authority (DDA).

On Saturday, August 23, Cascade will also host three official 
Metro Cruise PIT STOP events throughout Grand Rapids, 
including activities at Friendship Park. All PIT STOP events 
run from 10 am to 3 pm and offer unique, family-friendly 
car-themed entertainment.

For updates, visit cascadetwp.com/events or 
facebook.com/CascadeMetroCruiseWarmUp.

Cascade Community Foundation’s annual grant application window is now open! 
Applications will be accepted through October 31.

“Grants typically range from $1,000 to $5,000, with funding priorities given to 
programs or projects that positively impact the greater Forest Hills area,” said 
CCF’s Executive Director Justin Swan. “Grants are selected by an independent 
group of residents and board members who truly love the process, so the more 
applicants, the merrier.”

Who Should Apply: Nonprofits based within the Forest Hills Public School 
District are prioritized. All applicants are welcome.

How to Apply: Visit cascadecommunityfoundation.com.

Metro Cruise 
Warm-Up  
Returns to Cascade

Grant Applications Open  
CCF’s Joyce & Thomas Wisner Fund

SUMMER PROPERTY 
TAXES DUE 
SEPTEMBER 15 
The deadline to pay 
2025 summer property 
taxes without penalty 

or interest is Monday, September 15 at 5 pm.

NEED TO CHECK YOUR BALANCE OR MAKE 
A PAYMENT? Visit cascadetwp.com and click 
Property/Parcel Lookup on the homepage. 
You can pay online or by phone using a credit/
debit card or bank account. A service fee 
applies to card payments.

To pay by phone, call 616-300-1584. To pay 
online, visit: bsaonline.com.

QUESTIONS? Call the Treasurer’s Office at 
616-949-6944.

from the Treasurer

Scan for more 
information.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Cascade Township is seeking volunteers for its 
VIP (Volunteers in Parks) workdays at Peace 
Park. Volunteers will work with experienced 
staff to remove invasive species, including 
Oriental Bittersweet, autumn olive, Japanese 
barberry, and multiflora rose. These invasive 
plants aggressively multiply and crowd out 
native species, creating dense thickets that 
migratory birds avoid.

Join us on the first Saturday of each month, 
from September through March, from 1 to 3 
pm at the Grand River Drive parking lot of Peace 
Park. Supplies, water, and snacks are provided.

The Township offers additional opportunities 
for families, scouts, and community groups to 
give back by volunteering in the parks.  
In addition to hosting the VIP workdays, 
Volunteer Coordinator, Jeanine Heibel, 
facilitates custom volunteer events for various 
groups, including corporate team-building and 
youth service projects.

To learn more or sign up, email 
volunteer@cascadetwp.com.

Visit facebook.com/CascadeTownship for 
up-to-date event information.

Cascade Township’s Parks & Facilities team had a full summer of 
community events and is grateful to everyone who came out to 
celebrate, dance, and connect. 

INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION
Thank you to all who came out for the Township’s annual 
Independence Day festivities. From start to finish, it was a colorful 
celebration of community. Staff, volunteers, and residents helped 
make the day so memorable.

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES A SUCCESS
With the completion of Friendship Park in front of the library, 
including the custom pavilion, this year marked the first-ever summer 
concert series, Concerts in Cascade. Electric Flower Co from Michigan, 
Lee Murdock from the Chicago area, and Chloe Kimes from Nashville 
performed to enthusiastic crowds. Thank you to all who attended 
and to the hardworking Parks & Facilities crew for bringing this series 
to life.

FREE DOG TRAINING CLASSES AT CASCADE REC PARK
Cascade has partnered with A Pleasant Dog to offer a free, four-
week training series this fall at Cascade Recreation Park.

Topics include recall, loose leash walking, reactive dog support, and 
dancing with your dog. Each class is independent, so you can attend 
the sessions most relevant to you. Please register only if you plan 
to attend as space is limited. Dates will be announced soon, along 
with details for a free reactive dog workshop in September.

A Pleasant Dog is a leading voice in positive reinforcement training. 
To learn more, visit apleasantdog.com. Registration information 
will be posted at cascadetwp.com/events and facebook.com/
CascadeTownship.

JOIN THE CASCADE TOWNSHIP WALKING CLUB
Starting September 9, the Parks & Facilities Department invites 
seniors and all walking enthusiasts to meet at 10 am at the Cascade 
Recreation Park bathrooms. Participants can walk the one-mile loop 
up to three times. This free club meets September 9, 16, 23, and 30.

Helping Hands  
Volunteering In Parks

Play, Gather, Connect  
Highlights from Parks & Facilities

AUTUMN OLIVE IS A FAST-SPREADING 
INVASIVE SHRUB. It crowds out native plants, 
forms dense thickets, and alters habitats for wildlife.

ELECTRIC FLOWER CO rocked the pavilion at the first Concerts in Cascade series.
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Residents now have access to real-time 
updates on water levels in the Thornapple 
River. Cascade Township recently 
installed a digital water elevation gauge in 
the Thornapple River above the Cascade 
Dam. The gauge tracks and records the 
river level every 10 minutes. The data is 
immediately uploaded to and available 
for viewing on the Township’s website.

Whether you’re curious about river 
conditions or keeping an eye on seasonal 
shifts, the gauge offers a new way to stay 
connected to local waterways.

For more information about the Cascade 
Dam and to view the real-time water level 
data, visit cascadetwp.com/dam.

Archery hunting of antlerless deer 
is permitted during three scheduled 
hunting periods from late October 
through the end of December.

Those wishing to hunt must obtain a 
Township-issued permit. Permits are 
awarded through a lottery process. 
Applications may be submitted until 
September 11. Forty-five permits are 
available. Hunters must be 17 or older, 
hold a valid Michigan hunting license, 
and submit proof of identification. 
Portable stands or blinds are allowed 
but must be removed daily. Firearms, 
baiting, and littering are prohibited.

Visit cascadetwp.com/hunting for  
more information.

In response to a growing number of 
resident complaints, Cascade Township 
amended the solicitation ordinance to 
be more robust, aimed at improving 
neighborhood safety and preserving 
resident privacy.

The updated ordinance, approved 
by the Township Board at its 
July 9 meeting, tightens regulations 
for individuals and organizations going 
door-to-door, with a focus on deterring 
aggressive and deceptive solicitation 
practices. Over the past year, Township 
staff have noted an increase in 
complaints about solicitors ignoring 
“No Soliciting” signs, approaching 
homes outside of the approved hours, 
and acting in ways that made residents 
feel uncomfortable or unsafe. These 
incidents, often linked to large out-of-
state sales groups, underscored the 
need for stronger oversight.

KEY CHANGES INCLUDE:
•	 Comprehensive Background 

Checks: Applicants will now undergo 
a more extensive background 
screening to identify any history that 
may pose a safety risk.

•	 Do Not Knock Registry: Residents 
can opt out of door-to-door visits 
by adding their address to this new 
Township-managed list.

•	 Clearer Rules and Penalties: 
The ordinance outlines stricter 
behavior expectations and stronger 
enforcement measures for violations.

Some exemptions remain in place 
for political and religious canvassing, 
charitable organizations, and enrolled 
K-12 students.

Cascade Township remains committed 
to maintaining a welcoming yet secure 
environment. Residents can view the 

full ordinance and learn how to join the 
Do Not Knock Registry at cascadetwp.
com/solicitation.

Gauge the 
Flow  
Dam Data is Live

Do Not Knock  
Strengthening Cascade’s Solicitation Ordinance

Hunting 
Permits  
Apply by Sep. 11

The reader sits on top of the dam 
and reads the water level for the 
impoundment area (behind the dam).

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .



Cascade Township and the Fire 
Department will host a daytime 
Halloween party at the historic 
Stonehouse with candy, goody 
bags, a costume contest, and 
photos. Watch for more details as 
the date nears.

That evening, firefighters will visit 
local neighborhoods with goody 
bags, safety materials, candy, 
and Ember the Otter. Locations 
and times will be posted at 
cascadetwp.com/halloween and 
facebook.com/CascadeTownship.

Cleanup Day 
Saturday, October 18

A Spooktacular  
Visit is Brewing

AVAILABLE TO CASCADE TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS ONLY

Gates close at noon, so please arrive early. Residents should 
enter the Ada Bible Church parking lot off Cascade Road and 
exit on Quiggle Road. Follow signage on site.

This event is for nonhazardous household waste only.

Proof of Cascade Township residency is required. (ID or bill)

No yard or hazardous waste will be accepted.

YARD WASTE DUMPSTERS
From October 13 through December 1, dumpsters will 
be available behind Fire Station 2 at 2990 Buttrick 
Ave. SE. The dumpsters are top-load, and yard waste 
must be carried up a small set of stairs to be dumped. 
Employees are not available to help dump yard waste. 

BAGGED YARD WASTE PICKUP
Collection takes place every Monday from October 13 
through December 1. Please place bags near the curb 
by Sunday at midnight.

This service is only available to residents in the 
restricted burn area, generally west of Buttrick Ave. and 
north of I-96. View the map: bit.ly/CT-burn-area.

IMPORTANT UPDATE: Yard waste tags will be a 
different color this year. Orange tags from last year 
will NOT be accepted. If you still have orange tags, you 
must exchange them at the Township Office for the new 
color of tags. Only the new tags will be picked up.

Bags of yard waste and bundles of branches MUST be 
tagged for collection. Bags and bundles must weigh 
less than 30 pounds each to be picked up. Please do 
NOT include grass clippings, dirt, sod, cement, sand, 
rocks, or pet waste.

Branches and stumps cannot exceed one inch in 
diameter and four feet in length.

Tags are available at the Township Office reception 
desk during office hours. Residents are limited to 
20 tags. For more information, call the Township at 
616-949-1500.

BURN PERMITS AVAILABLE ONLINE
All open burns require a permit, and you can quickly 
apply online at cascadetwp.com, or scan the QR code   
and view Cascade’s burn ordinance.

Open burning is generally allowed year-round east of 
Buttrick Ave and south of I-96. In restricted areas, burning 
is allowed on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays from December 1 
to August 31. View the map at bit.ly/CT-burn-area.

If a burn ban is in effect, online 
applications will be unavailable.

Permits can be requested up to three 
days in advance.

8 am–12 pm | Ada Bible Church | 8899 Cascade Road SE

ITEMS ACCEPTED: ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED:

Arrowaste Services will be on-site to collect general trash 
and junk, large appliances, and scrap metal.

Valley City Electronic Recycling will be on-site for 
computers, televisions, small appliances, cell phones, and 
other electronics.

Shred-It will be on-site to securely destroy and recycle 
paper documents.

For more information on hazardous waste disposal, please 
visit www.reimaginetrash.org.

•	 Appliances (refrigerators, 
dryers, microwaves, etc.)

•	 Electronics (TVs, 
computers, CD players, etc.)

•	 Paint (opened and dried)

•	 Paper documents for 
shredding

•	 Scrap metal

•	 Yard waste

•	 Batteries (household, 
car, etc.)

•	 Tires

•	 Hazardous waste 
(pesticides, engine oil, 
etc.)

All services are subject to availability; visit 
cascadetwp.com or call the Township Office at 
616-949-1500 for up-to-date information.

Scan to apply for a permit or visit  
bit.ly/cascadetwpburnpermit

Fall Cleaning  
With Cascade Township

10	 CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP



CASCADETWP.COM	 11

Contact Us
Township Manager 
Jade Smith
616-949-1500
jsmith@cascadetwp.com

Township Assessor 
616-949-6176
assessing@cascadetwp.com

Building Inspections 
Brian Wilson
616-949-3765
bwilson@cascadetwp.com

Community Planning & 
Development Director 
Andrea Hendrick
616-949-0224
ahendrick@cascadetwp.com

Township Engineer 
Aric Thorne
616-949-1500
athorne@cascadetwp.com

Finance & Budget Director 
Lorna Nenciarini
616-949-1500
lnenciarini@cascadetwp.com

Human Resource Director 
Katie Murawski
616-949-1500
kmurawski@cascadetwp.com

Parks & Facilities Director 
Dan Zwick
616-949-1500
dzwick@cascadetwp.com

Cascade Township  
Fire Department
Fire Chief / Non-Emergency  
Adam Magers
616-949-1320
amagers@cascadetwp.com

Kent County Police 
Department
Sheriff / Non-Emergency 
Dispatch
616-336-3113

Community Policing Officer
Omar Dieppa
616-632-6435
omar.dieppa@kentcountymi.gov

After months of renovation, the Cascade Library reopened in July to a packed 
house and rave reviews. The updated space was designed in response to 
community feedback and now offers flexible seating, enhanced accessibility, and 
expanded technology.

The Grand Opening drew more than 600 community members to celebrate and 
explore the refreshed space, kicking off an exciting lineup of fall programs.

FROM KENT DISTRICT LIBRARY
Vibes Fest returns Saturday, September 13, with a car show from 10 am to 12 pm, 
followed by live music indoors and in the outdoor pavilion from 1 to 8 pm. Visit 
kdl.org/events for the full artist lineup.

In October, the library will host its first Fantasy Book Ball on Friday, October 24, 
from 6 to 8 pm, featuring live music, whimsical mocktails, and local authors.

Also returning this fall are Storytimes, held Monday through Friday from 
September 2 through November 21, and a new horror book club, There Will Be 
Blood, debuting Wednesday, October 30 at 6:30 pm with The Southern Book Club’s 
Guide to Slaying Vampires by Grady Hendrix.

There’s something for everyone at the Cascade branch this fall. 

DID YOU KNOW?
Your library card even unlocks free or discounted tickets to local attractions 
through KDL’s PerkPass at kdl.org/perkpass.

We’re proud to bring this beautiful, reimagined library space to Cascade. 
This project was built around what our community told us they needed 
most: more flexible gathering spaces, expanded technology, and a 
welcoming place to learn, create, and connect.” 
—TOWNSHIP SUPERVISOR GRACE LESPERANCE

“

Community members, Cascade Township officials, Township and KDL staff gathered to 
celebrate the Grand Reopening of the renovated Cascade Library.



Cascade Charter Township
5920 Tahoe Drive SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49546
616-949-1500
cascadetwp.com

Township Office Hours
Monday through Thursday: 7 am–4 pm
Friday: 8 am–12 pm
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