
 
 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE 
 

 
The Cascade Charter Township Board of Trustees will conduct a regular meeting on Wednesday, 
October 21, 2020 at 7pm utilizing the Zoom video conferencing platform, to help prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. For up-to-date information regarding the ongoing public health crisis, 
please visit: 
 

http://www.Michigan.gov/coronavirus or http://www.CDC.gov/coronavirus 
 

 INSTRUCTIONS FOR ACCESS AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
 

Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84691729913 

 
 

Or iPhone one-tap : 
US: +13126266799,,84691729913#  or +19292056099,,84691729913# 

Or Telephone: 
Dial(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 

US: +1 312 626 6799  or +1 929 205 6099  or +1 301 715 8592  or +1 346 248 7799  or +1 669 
900 6833  or +1 253 215 8782 
Webinar ID: 846 9172 9913 

International numbers available: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbyDjRYEkn 
 
 
 
 

**Members of the public with disabilities may utilize the Michigan Relay System (7-1-1) to 
participate in the meeting. If other aids or services are needed for individuals with disabilities 
please contact the Township Deputy Clerk, Padley Gallagher, at pgallagher@cascadetwp.com 

or 616-949-1500 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
2865 Thornhills SE   Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546-7140 

http://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84691729913
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kbyDjRYEkn
mailto:pgallagher@cascadetwp.com


PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

Members of the public will be able to listen to and view all discussion by the Township Board 
and all official materials for this meeting prepared for the Township Board will be included in 
the meeting packet and available to the public on the Township website www.cascadetwp.com 
Individuals will be permitted to speak during public comment periods in accordance with the 
Township Remote Public Meeting Procedure Policy. 
 
If you would like to contact the Cascade Township Board about any matter, on the agenda or 
otherwise, please do so via email at the addresses below a minimum of 8 hours prior to the 
meeting. If you wish comments to be read into the public record during the public comment 
period, you must indicate so and draft communication that can be read in the allotted 3-minute 
timeframe. 
 
Supervisor Rob Beahan: rbeahan@cascadetwp.com 
Clerk Sue Slater: sslater@cascadetwp.com 
Treasurer Ken Peirce: kpeirce@cascadetwp.com 
Trustee Jim Koessel: jkoessel@cascadetwp.com 
Trustee Jack Lewis: jlewis@cascadetwp.com 
Trustee Tom McDonald: tmcdonald@cascadetwp.com 
Trustee John Shipley: jshipley@cascadetwp.com 
Manager Ben Swayze: bswayze@cascadetwp.com 
 

http://www.cascadetwp.com/
mailto:rbeahan@cascadetwp.com
mailto:sslater@cascadetwp.com
mailto:kpeirce@cascadetwp.com
mailto:jkoessel@cascadetwp.com
mailto:jlewis@cascadetwp.com
mailto:tmcdonald@cascadetwp.com
mailto:jshipley@cascadetwp.com
mailto:bswayze@cascadetwp.com
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AGENDA 
CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
Wednesday, October 21, 2020 

7:00 P.M. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Article 1. Call to Order, Roll Call 
 
Article 2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 
 
Article 3. Approval of Agenda 
 
Article 4. Presentations 
 
Article 5. Public Comments-Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a public 

hearing. (limit comments to 3 minutes)  
  

Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 
  a.  Receive and File Reports 
    1.  Inspectors Report – September 2020 
    2. Financial Statements—July 2020 
    3. Financial Statements—August 2020 
    4. Payable, Payrolls, and Transfers—July 2020 

5. Payable, Payrolls, and Transfers—July 2020 
  b.  Receive and File Minutes 
    1. Township Board Minutes—September 23, 2020 

  
Article 7. Financial Actions  

 
Article 8.          Unfinished Business  
 
Article 9. New Business 

060-2020 Public Hearing - "Declaration of Intent to Make Public 
Improvements" for Thornapple River Special Assessment 
District No. 1. 

 
     Consider Approval of Resolution #2 - Thornapple River 

Special Assessment District No. 1. 
 
061-2020  (A) Public Hearing - "Declaration of Intent to Make Public 

Improvements" for Laraway Lake Special Assessment 
District N0. 1. 

 
      Consider Approval of Resolution #2 - Laraway Lake Special 

Assessment District No. 1. 
 

Expected Meeting Procedures 
 
1.     During public comments you may speak on any item 
        not noted on the agenda for a public hearing.       
2.     Please limit comments to 3 minutes per person and  
        the Board may or may not choose to respond. 
3.     Please limit your comments to a specific issue. 
4.     Please turn OFF cellular phones. 
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062-2020 Consider Extension of Contract with the Interurban Transit 
Partnership through December 2020. 

 
063-2020 Consider Acceptance of CARES funding from Kent County. 
 
064-2020 Consider Contract with Kent County for public WiFi 

Program. 
 
065-2020 Consider Furniture and Moving Services Proposal for 5920 

Tahoe (New Township Hall). 
 
066-2020 Consider Resolution of Intent to Create and Provide for the 

Operation of a Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (BRA). 
 
067-2020 Consider Approval of Waste Hauler for Township property. 
 
068-2020 Consider Final Plan Approval of Hickory Point Woods.  

 
Article 11. Public Comments – Any comments...whether it is on the Agenda or not. 

(limit comments to 3 minutes) 
 
Article 12. Manager Comments 
 
Article 13. Board Member Comments 
 
Article 14.        Adjournment   





































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































NEW BUSINESS 

 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMORANDUM 

To:   Cascade Charter Township Board 

From:   Sandra Korhorn, DDA/Economic Development Director  
Subject: Consider Resolution of Intent to Create and Provide for the 

Operation of a Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (BRA) 
Meeting Date: October 21, 2020 
  

At the August 9 meeting, the board approved a proposal from Fishbeck to assist the 
township with the creation of a Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (BRA).   

If you recall, the Township has been approached by a developer about an 
opportunity to support a development project on a contaminated site through a 
Brownfield Redevelopment Authority.  Public Act No. 381 of 1996 (Act 381) authorizes 
local units of government to establish a Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (BRA) 
which can use Tax Increment Financing (TIF) to help develop contaminated, blighted, 
functionally obsolete or a historic resource and return them to the tax rolls.  The BRA is 
also eligible for grants and loans from the Michigan Department of Environment, Great 
Lakes and Energy (EGLE) for projects that promote economic development and reuse 
of qualified Brownfield properties.    

In order to consider individual projects for BRA funding, the Township must setup a 
local Brownfield Redevelopment Authority.  The attached resolution is the first step in 
creating a BRA.  Included in the resolution is a date for holding a public hearing on the 
adoption of a proposed resolution creating an authority.  The public hearing is 
scheduled to take place at the November 18, 2020 board meeting.   

Roman Wilson, Brownfield Program Manager for Fishbeck, or a representative will 
be at the meeting for questions.  

Staff is recommending approval of the Resolution of Intent to Create and Provide for 
the Operation of a Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (BRA). 

 

 



 

  
  

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CASCADE,  
KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN  

 
RESOLUTION # OF 2020 

  
RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO CREATE AND PROVIDE FOR THE 

OPERATION OF A BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
FOR CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP PURSUANT TO 
AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS OF 

ACT 381 OF THE PUBLIC ACTS OF THE 
STATE OF MICHIGAN OF 1996, AS AMENDED 

 
At a regular meeting of the Township Board of Cascade Charter Township, Kent County, October 
21, 2020, at 7:00 p.m. local time.  
  
PRESENT:                           
ABSENT:      
  
 
The following resolution was offered by Member        and supported by 
Member _______________:  
  
WHEREAS, the Township Board of Cascade Charter Township has received and reviewed 
testimony that there is or may be environmentally distressed, functionally obsolete, blighted, 
and/or land bank-owned property in the Township, and that the continued existence of such areas 
can limit, hinder, or delay redevelopment or revitalization within the Township, and that it is in 
the best interest of the public to facilitate identification and treatment of environmentally 
distressed, functionally obsolete, blighted, and/or land bank-owned property and to promote 
revitalization within the municipal limits of Cascade Charter Township; and 
 
 WHEREAS, in order to further such interests, it is appropriate for the Township Board to create 
and provide for the operation of a Brownfield Redevelopment Authority (“Authority”) in 
Cascade Charter Township pursuant to and in accordance with the provisions of the Brownfield 
Redevelopment Financing Act, being Act 381 of the Public Acts of the State of Michigan of 
1996, as amended (the “Act”); and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 4(2) of the Act, this Township Board is required to hold a 
public hearing on the adoption of a proposed resolution creating an Authority under the Act and 
to publish notice of the public hearing. 
 
Now, therefore, be it resolved that: 
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1. The Township Board hereby determines that is in the best interest of the public to 
promote redevelopment of environmentally distressed, functionally obsolete, blighted, 
and/or land bank-owned property in the Township. 

 
2. The Township Board hereby declares its intention to create and provide for the operation 

of an Authority in Cascade Charter Township pursuant to and in accordance with the 
provisions of the Act. 

 
3. A public hearing shall be held before the Township Board on November 18, 2020, at 7:00 

p.m. in the Cascade Library Wisner Center at 2870 Jacksmith Dr. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 
49546, on the adoption of a resolution creating the Authority within Cascade Charter 
Township, within the municipal limits of which the Authority shall exercise its powers. 

 
4. The Township Clerk of Cascade Charter Township (the “Clerk”) shall give notice of 

the public hearing by causing notice to be published, in the form attached as Exhibit 1, 
at least 20 days prior to the public hearing and by posting notice of the public hearing 
pursuant to the practice of the Clerk.  

 
  
YEAS:                
NAYS: __________________________________________  
ABSENT:                
  
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.  
  
 
            
Susan B. Slater 
Cascade Charter Township Clerk  
  
STATE OF MICHIGAN  )  
          )ss      
COUNTY OF KENT        )    
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Supervisor’s Certificate  
  
  

 I, Rob Beahan, Supervisor of Cascade Charter Township, state that the attached resolution of the 
Township Board was adopted on October 21, 2020, and in making such statement, I have 
according to my best judgment, conformed in all respects to the directions contained in such 
resolution and the statues of the State of Michigan.  
  
  

___________________________________________         __________________________  

Rob Beahan, Township Supervisor                 Date  
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EXHIBIT 1 
 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
Cascade Charter Township 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

ON THE ADOPTION OF A PROPOSED RESOLUTION 
ESTABLISHING A BROWNFIELD REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 

FOR THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF CASCADE 
PURSUANT TO AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH ACT 381 OF THE 

 PUBLIC ACTS OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN OF 1996, AS AMENDED 
 
 
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT a Public Hearing will be held before the Township Board of the 
Cascade Charter Township on November 18, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in the Cascade Library Wisner 
Center at 2870 Jacksmith Dr. SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546, on the adoption of a proposed 
resolution establishing a Brownfield Redevelopment Authority for Cascade Charter Township. If 
the resolution is adopted, the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority may exercise its powers 
within the municipal limits of Cascade Charter Township, pursuant to and in accordance with the 
provisions of the Brownfield Redevelopment Financing Act, Act 381 of the Public Acts of the 
State of Michigan of 1996, as amended. 
 



NEW BUSINESS 

 

MEMORANDUM 

To:  Cascade Charter Township Board  
From:  Steve Peterson, Community Development Manager 
Subject: Waste Hauler for Township property 
 
Date:  October 14 
Our Waste Hauler contract will expire in November of 2020.  This is our trash 
service for the Parks, the Township offices and Fire Stations.  While gathering the 
information we found out that the County and a few municipalities went through 
the County purchasing program recently for similar services.  The County has 
indicated that they would allow us to join so we could take advantage of the bidding 
process they went through. 
 
As a result, we have a proposal from ArrowWaste for trash service that we would 
start in November.   
 
Currently we use Republic Waste.  The monthly charge is about $2,600 per month.   
 
The proposal from ArrowWaste would be $730.65 per month.  This would also 
include mixed recycling.  The mixed recycling would only be possible provided the 
BG staff actually monitors what is put it into the recycle container.  This would be 
done by adding a 6 yard recycle container to Station 1.  BG will pick up the 
recyclable bins from the parks/offices/library and dump them into the one bin at 
Station 1.  This will also require that we purchase several recycle bins so we can 
separate the material.  Currently the only recycling we have is a small recycle cart 
at Station 2, similar to what you might have at your home.   
 
I estimate an additional up-front cost of about $1,000 for the recycle bins.   
 
Pros 

• By joining County purchasing program, we are able to significantly lower cost 
• Provide recycling program for parks and other properties 

 
Cons 

• Requires the BG to bring trash to station one dumpster for the recycling.  
Which is something they already do for Peace, Burton, and Tassell Parks. 

 
The Infrastructure Committee met on 10/7 to discuss this matter and has 
recommended approval.   
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