
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE 

In accordance with Public Act 228 of 2020, which declares that public bodies subject to the 
Open Meetings Act can use telephone and/or video conferencing technology to meet and conduct 
business during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the Cascade Charter Township Board of 
Trustees will conduct a regular meeting on Wednesday, December 16 at 7:00pm utilizing the 
Zoom video conferencing platform, for the purpose of conducting official business while 
complying with the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services orders and 
recommendations designed to help prevent the spread of COVID-19. For up-to-date information 
regarding the ongoing public health crisis, please visit: 

http://www.Michigan.gov/coronavirus or http://www.CDC.gov/coronavirus 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR ACCESS AND PARTICIPATION 

Meeting ID: 811 0737 7977 

Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81107377977 

 iPhone one-tap :  
US: +13017158592,,81107377977# 

or  
+13126266799,,81107377977#

Telephone: 
(for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 

+1 312 626 6799
or +1 929 205 6099  
or +1 346 248 7799 
 or +1 669 900 6833 
 or +1 253 215 8782 
 or +1 301 715 8592  

International numbers available: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kb3cIeeV37 

**Members of the public with disabilities may utilize the Michigan Relay System (7-1-1) to 
participate in the meeting. If other aids or services are needed for individuals with disabilities 
please contact the Township Deputy Clerk, Padley Gallagher, at pgallagher@cascadetwp.com 

or 616-949-1500 at least 24 hours prior to the meeting** 

CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
2865 Thornhills SE   Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546-7140 

http://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
http://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81107377977
https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kb3cIeeV37
mailto:pgallagher@cascadetwp.com


 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 
Members of the public will be able to listen to and view all discussion by the Township Board 
and all official materials for this meeting prepared for the Township Board will be included in 
the meeting packet and available to the public on the Township website www.cascadetwp.com 
Individuals will be permitted to speak during public comment periods in accordance with the 
Township Remote Public Meeting Procedure Policy. 
 
If you would like to contact the Cascade Township Board about any matter, on the agenda or 
otherwise, please do so via email at the addresses below a minimum of 8 hours prior to the 
meeting. If you wish comments to be read into the public record during the public comment 
period, you must indicate so and draft communication that can be read in the allotted 3-minute 
timeframe. 
 
Supervisor Grace Lesperance: glesperance@cascadetwp.com 
Clerk Sue Slater: sslater@cascadetwp.com 
Treasurer Ken Peirce: kpeirce@cascadetwp.com 
Trustee Jim Koessel: jkoessel@cascadetwp.com 
Trustee Timmy Noordhoek: tnoordhoek@cascadetwp.com 
Trustee Tom McDonald: tmcdonald@cascadetwp.com 
Trustee John Shipley: jshipley@cascadetwp.com 
Manager Ben Swayze: bswayze@cascadetwp.com 
 

http://www.cascadetwp.com/
mailto:glesperance@cascadetwp.com
mailto:sslater@cascadetwp.com
mailto:kpeirce@cascadetwp.com
mailto:jkoessel@cascadetwp.com
mailto:tnoordhoek@cascadetwp.com
mailto:tmcdonald@cascadetwp.com
mailto:jshipley@cascadetwp.com
mailto:bswayze@cascadetwp.com
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AGENDA 
CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
Wednesday, December 16, 2020 

7:00 P.M. 

 

 
 
 
 

Article 1. Call to Order, Roll Call 

Article 2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 

Article 3. Approval of Agenda 

Article 4. Presentations 

Article 5. Public Comments-Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a public 
hearing. (limit comments to 3 minutes) 

Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 
a. Receive and File Reports

1. Inspectors Report – November 2020
b. Receive and File Minutes

1. Township Board Minutes – November 18, 2020
c. Receive and File Financial Statements

1. Financial Statements – October 2020
2. Payables, Payroll and Transfers – October 2020

d. Receive and File Communications
1. Varnum – Goldberg Propertty

Article 7. Financial Actions 
a. Consider Approval of FY 2020 Budget Amendments

Article 8.          Unfinished Business 

Article 9. New Business 
080-2020 Consider Request to Hold Triathlon and Approve 

Resolutions for Grand Rapids Triathlon to close public 
streets on June 19 & 20, 2021. (roll call) 

081-2020 Consider Pay Draw #5 for the Centennial Park Sidewalks & 
Medians Project.  

082-2020 Resolution to Adopt 2021 Poverty Exemption 
Policy and Guidelines. (roll call) 

083-2020 Consider Approval of the Purchase of a New Township 
Phone System. 

Expected Meeting Procedures 

1. During public comments you may speak on any item
not noted on the agenda for a public hearing.

2. Please limit comments to 3 minutes per person and
the Board may or may not choose to respond.

3. Please limit your comments to a specific issue.
4. Please turn OFF cellular phones.
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084-2020 Consider Approval of the 2021 Township Meeting schedule. 

 
 

085-2020 Consider Approval of Resolution to Provide General Fund 
Financial Support to the Fire Fund. (roll call) 

 
086-2020 A.  Public Hearing: Proposed 2021 General/Special Fund 

Budgets. 
 
 B.  Consider approval of a resolution to adopt the FY 

2021 Cascade Charter Township General/Special Budgets. 
 
087-2020 Consider Approval of Resolution of Intent to Levy the 2021 

Millage Rates. (roll call) 
 
088-2020 Consider approval of a METRO Act permit application from 

Metro Fibernet LLC 
 
089-2020 Consider Resolution Acknowledging the Filing and 

Presentation of the Special Assessment Roll and Setting a 
Public Hearing for the Thornapple River Special Assessment 
District No. 1  

 
090-2020 Consider Resolution Acknowledging the Filing and 

Presentation of the Special Assessment Roll and Setting a 
Public Hearing for the Laraway Lake Special Assessment 
District No. 1 

 
091-2020 Consider Appointments to Various Boards and 

Commissions. (roll call) 
 
Article 11. Public Comments – Any comments...whether it is on the Agenda or not. 

(limit comments to 3 minutes) 
 
Article 12. Manager Comments 
 
Article 13. Board Member Comments 
 
Article 14.        Adjournment   
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MINUTES OF THE 
CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING 
Wednesday, November 18, 2020 

7:00 P.M. 
 
Article 1. Supervisor Beahan called the meeting to order. 

Present:  Supervisor Beahan, Clerk Slater, Treasurer Peirce, Trustees Koessel, 
Shipley, and McDonald. 
Absent: Trustee Lewis. 
Also Present:  Township Manager Swayze, Assistant Township Manager Fast, 
DDA Director Korhorn.  

 
Article 2. Supervisor Beahan led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Article 3. Approval of Agenda 

Motion was made by Clerk Slater and supported by Trustee Shipley to approve 
the Agenda as amended.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
Article 4. Presentations 
 
Article 5. Public Comments-Anything on the Agenda not scheduled for a public 

hearing. (limit comments to 3 minutes)  
 Craig Meurlin - 6333 Thornhills Ave – addressed the board regarding his 

comments at the October 28, 2020 meeting.  
 Keely Shay – Alaska Ridge – addressed the board regarding internet connection 

issues and Comcast during the pandemic.  
  

Article 6. Approval of Consent Agenda 
  a.  Receive and File Reports 
    1.  Inspectors Report – October 2020 
  b. Receive and File Minutes 
    1. Township Board Minutes – October 21, 2020 
    2. Township Board Minutes – October 28, 2020 
    3. Zoning Board of Appeals Minutes – September 8, 2020 
    4. Planning Commission Minutes – September 21, 2020 
  c. Receive and File Financial Statements 
    1. Financial Statements – September 2020 
    2. Payables, Payroll and Transfers – September 2020 

Motion was made by Trustee Koessel and supported by Trustee Shipley to 
approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
  

Article 7. Financial Actions 
  a.  Kent County CARES Act 

Motion was made for approval of Financial Actions by Trustee McDonald and 
supported by Clerk Slater.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 

Article 8.          Unfinished Business  
 
Article 9. New Business 
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072-2020 Public Hearing and Consider Resolution of Intent to Create 
and Provide for the Operation of a Brownfield 
Redevelopment Authority (BRA) 
Motion was made to open Public Hearing by Trustee Koessel 
and supported by Trustee McDonald. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Motion was made to close Public Hearing by Trustee 
McDonalds and supported by Trustee Koessel. Motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Motion was made for approval by Trustee Koessel and supported 
by Trustee McDonald. Motion carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 

 
073-2020 Consider Approval of Special Assessment Resolution for the 

year 2020.  
Motion was made for approval by Trustee Shipley and supported 
by Clerk Slater. Motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 

 
074-2020 Consider Approval of Staff Report for 1370 Buttrick Ave.  

Motion was made for approval by Trustee Shipley and supported 
by Trustee Koessel. Motion carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 

 
075-2020 Consider Legal Services Request – Varnum. 

Motion was made for approval by Trustee Koessel and supported 
by Trustee McDonald. Motion carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 

 
076-2020 Consider MERS 457 Voluntary Retirement Savings 

Program. 
Motion was made for approval by Trustee Shipley and supported 
by Trustee McDonald. Motion carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 

 
077-2020 Reaffirm Purchase of 2894 Thornapple River Drive.  

Motion was made for approval by Trustee Koessel and supported 
by Trustee McDonald. Motion carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 

   
078-2020 Consider Approval of Resolution of Appreciation for Jack 

Lewis.  
Motion was made for approval by Supervisor Beahan and 
supported by Trustee Shipley. Motion carried unanimously by 
roll call vote. 

 
079-2020 Consider Approval of Resolution of Appreciation for Rob 

Beahan.  
Motion was made for approval by Trustee Koessel and supported 
by Trustee McDonald. Motion carried unanimously by roll call 
vote. 
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Article 11. Public Comments – Any comments...whether it is on the Agenda or not. 
(limit comments to 3 minutes) 

 Craig Meurlin - 6333 Thornhills Ave – Addressed the board about the CARES 
Act budgeting/spending.  

 Grace Lesperance – 2573 Cascade Springs Dr. – addressed the board about 
concerns of the use of the Township Committees and Public Comment limitation.   

 
Article 12. Manager Comments 
 Manager Swayze offered the following comment: 

- Congratulated Supervisor Beahan on his retirement and announced 
the farewell open house for Supervisor Beahan.  

 
Article 13. Board Member Comments 

Trustee Shipley offered the following comments: 
- Thanked the residents for attending the meeting.  
- Asked residents to email him with any concerns that may arise.  

Trustee Koessel offered the following comment: 
- Commented on the effectiveness of the committee structure that has 

been used in the past in his experience. 
Trustee McDonald offered the following comment: 

- Agreed with Trustee Koessel on the effectiveness of the committee 
structure for the Township.  

Supervisor Beahan offered the following comment: 
- Appreciates his time spent serving with great staff and fellow board 

members.   
 
Article 14.        Adjournment   

Motion was made by Supervisor Beahan and supported by Treasurer Peirce to 
adjourn.  Motion carried unanimously.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Padley Gallagher 
Deputy Clerk 

Approved by: 
 
     _________________________________ 
     Susan B. Slater, Clerk 
 

























































































































































































NEW BUSINESS 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMORANDUM 

To: Cascade Charter Township Board 

From: Sandra Korhorn, DDA/Economic Development Director 
Subject: Consider Request to Hold Triathlon and Approve Resolutions for 

Grand Rapids Triathlon to close public streets on June 19 & 20, 
2021 

Meeting Date: December 16, 2020 

Grand Rapids Triathlon organizers are interested in holding the Grand Rapids 
Triathlon Saturday, June 19 and Sunday, June 20, 2021.  This event has historically 
been a one-day event held on a Sunday in Cascade and Ada Townships, but the 
organizers are requesting it be spread out over two days to improve the event and also 
allow for more social distancing due to the uncertainty of the status of COVID-19 in 
June, 2021. 

Included in the packet is the event request as well as a presentation that was 
submitted to both Cascade and Ada Township for review.   

If you recall, the majority of the event takes place in Ada Township to the east 
(Lowell Township, Ionia County); the running event of the triathlon will occur in 
Cascade. 

The main changes to the event in 2021 are summarized below: 

1. Move Event from One Day to Two Days – This change is related to COVID and
the uncertainty of COVID restrictions and spacing.  The organizers also believe
that holding the event over two days will bring additional athletes to the Cascade
area hotels, restaurants and shops.  Race organizers have reached out to the
various hotels and the Forest Hills Business Association to discuss how to
engage with the business community.

2. Moving the transition area from Buttrick Ave. to Ada Park – In previous years the
transition area from swimming to biking has been located on a closed section of
Buttrick Ave. This required an overnight road closure and the space was narrow
and congested.  The proposed change for 2021 is to have the transition area
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occur at Ada Park.  This change removes the overnight road closure on Buttrick 
Ave and allows for greater distancing of participants.   

Race organizers provided additional information about the Saturday event: 

1. The Saturday event would be over, with roads reopened by 11:30 a.m. The 
majority of the athletes will be off the course by 9:30 a.m. 

2. Permitting the Saturday event will allow for less than half the typical participation 
numbers each day which eases congestion on the course.  

 

Ada Township board reviewed this request at their November 23 meeting and have 
approved the two-day event for 2021.  If Cascade and/or Ada township receive 
complaints following the event, it can always move back to a one-day event in the 
future.  Both Cascade and Ada Township staff have met with the organizers numerous 
times over the past few months to modify changes to the original plan and staff is 
comfortable that all efforts are being made to minimize disruption and negative impacts 
on both Cascade and Ada residents.   

Attached are resolutions regarding road closures on Thornapple River Dr., Hurley, 
Peace Streets, Orange Ave and Shagbark.   

Maps (along with further information) are included in the packet for your review.  
Representatives from Grand Rapids Triathlon will be at the meeting to answer 
questions. 

 

 

 



 

Cascade Charter Township 
Kent County, Michigan 

Resolution # of 2020 
 

The Cascade Charter Township Board Hereby Resolves:  
 
Whereas, Michigan Endurance Holdings LLC, (dba Tris4Health, LLC) would like to hold a 
Triathlon on Saturday, June 19 and Sunday, June 20, 2021; and 
 
Whereas, on Saturday, June 19 they will need to close the following streets from approximately 
4:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.: 
 

• Thornapple River Dr. from Storeybook Ln. to Laraway Lake  
• Grand River Ave. from Buttrick to Old Oak Hill Dr.; and  

  
Whereas, Thornapple River Dr. and Grand River Ave. are primary streets; and  
 
Whereas, Michigan Endurance Holdings LLC is working with the Kent County Road 

Commission and Kent County Sheriff Department regarding this request.  
 
Therefore Be It Resolved, the Cascade Charter Township Board hereby approves the request 

for the street closures on Saturday, June 19, 2021 from 4:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
 
Be It Further Resolved, that the Cascade Township Board hereby directs the Clerk to forward 

this request to the Kent County Road Commission for the necessary permit.  
 

The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member, supported by Board Member. The 
roll call vote being as follows: 

 
YEAS:  
NAYS:  
ABSENT:  
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
 
             
       Susan Slater 
       Township Clerk 

 
CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Cascade Charter 
Township Board at a regular meeting held on the 16th day of December, 2020, at 7:00 p.m., 
pursuant to the required statutory procedures. 

 
Dated: December 16, 2020  By         
      Susan Slater      
      Township Clerk 



 

Cascade Charter Township 
Kent County, Michigan 

Resolution # of 2020 
 
 

The Cascade Charter Township Board Hereby Resolves:  
 
Whereas, Michigan Endurance Holdings LLC (dbaTris4Health, LLC) would like to hold a 
Triathlon on Saturday, June 19 and Sunday, June 20, 2021; and 
 
Whereas, on Sunday, June 20 they will need to close the following streets from approximately 
4:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.:   
 

• Thornapple River Dr. from Storeybook Ln to Cascade Rd. 
• Shagbark Ave. 
• Orange Ave. 
• Peace St. 
• Hurley St.  
• Mt. Ash St.  
• Grachen St.; and 

 
Whereas, Thornapple River Dr. is a primary street; and  
 
Whereas, Shagbark, Orange, Peace, Hurley, Mt. Ash and Grachen are local streets; and 
 
Whereas, Michigan Endurance Holdings LLC is working with the Kent County Road 

Commission and Kent County Sheriff Department regarding this request.  
 
Therefore Be It Resolved, the Cascade Charter Township Board hereby approves the request 

for the street closures on Sunday, June 20, 2021 from 4:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
 
Be It Further Resolved, that the Cascade Township Board hereby directs the Clerk to forward 

this request to the Kent County Road Commission for the necessary permit.  
 

The foregoing Resolution was offered by Board Member , supported by Board Member . 
The roll call vote being as follows: 

 
YEAS:  
NAYS:  
ABSENT:  
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
             
       Susan Slater 
       Township Clerk 

 
 



 

CERTIFICATION 
I hereby certify the above to be a true copy of a resolution adopted by the Cascade Charter 

Township Board at a regular meeting on the 16th day of December, 2020, at 7:00 p.m., pursuant to 
the required statutory procedures. 

 

Dated: December 16, 2020  By         
      Susan Slater      
      Township Clerk 
 

 
 



June 19 & 20, 2021
CASCADE, MI

A portion of all proceeds will benefit:



GRAND RAPIDS TRIATHLON

INTRODUCTION

Thank you for considering approval of the 2021 Grand Rapids Triathlon.

Who we are – Michigan Endurance Holdings, LLC

Michigan Endurance Holdings is owned by Jon Conkling and John Mosey, both of whom are level 1 certified race directors by USA
Triathlon.  We are avid triathletes and have been involved with the sport for 8+ years.  Our vision is to continue to grow the Grand
Rapids Triathlon, both locally and nationally.  We want as many people as possible to get off the couch and into a healthier lifestyle,
while at the same time showing off all of the wonderful things the Grand Rapids area is known for.

What the Grand Rapids Triathlon is:

This triathlon is a chance for athletes of all skill levels to compete on a scenic riverside course, perfect for the novice and seasoned
triathlete. This USA Triathlon sanctioned event promises heart pounding excitement from start to the finish. We typically offer three
events: Sprint, Olympic and Half-Iron, along with a kid’s triathlon the day before.  We would like to add a Super Sprint event for 2021 to
allow for an even more inclusive event.

BENEFITS

Give back to the community: We partner with Make-a-Wish with the goal of granting as many wishes as possible to children and
families who desperately need them.  A portion of the proceeds from our event will be given to Make-a-Wish and they also use our
event as a fundraiser through the Dream Team.

Be involved with one of the fastest growing sports in the country. The general excitement for the sport of triathlon received a boost
of popularity when triathlon debuted at the 2000 Olympic Games in Sydney, Australia. It is estimated that approximately 150,000 people
participate in multi-sport in the United States each year. And the numbers continue to grow!

Positions Ada/Cascade with a healthy lifestyle and lifelong fitness associated with swimming, biking and running. Triathlon
embraces the idea of maintaining a healthy and active lifestyle like no other sport.  You can often see participants at local races ranging
in age from 10-85 years old! All three sports require aerobic power, excellent endurance and tactical thinking.

REQUEST

We are requesting approval of the following:
1.) To hold this annual event in the Ada/Cascade area on June 19 and 20, 2021 and for years to come.
2.) Course maps, suggested parking areas, etc. are available on our website (www.grandrapidstri.com).  If approved for a two-day

event the routes will change slightly to allow for the added distance from the new finish line area, but it will be a minor
adjustment.

3.) Specific road closures and times:
a. Saturday, June 19 - Road Closure (4am – 12pm)

i. Thornapple River Drive from River St south to Laraway Lake Drive
ii. Buttrick Ave from Thornapple River Drive to Grand River Drive
iii. Grand River from Buttrick to Old Oak Hill Drive

b. Sunday, June 20 - Road Closures (4am – 6pm)
i. Thornapple River Drive from River St south to Cascade
ii. Buttrick Ave from Thornapple to Grand River
iii. Grand River from Buttrick to Old Oak Hill Drive

4.) We request a letter from Cascade Township stating the above has been approved.
5.) Michigan Endurance Holdings will have Cascade Township as an additional insured. We will also send out a mailer to all of the

residents that live on the run course. One week prior to the race we will place 3 changeable message signs in Cascade and
Ada.

http://www.grandrapidstri.com


Official Charity Partner: Local Charity Partner:



About Us

► We are the largest independent triathlon in Michigan.

► We have hosted 5 USA Triathlon National Championships along with various 
state and regional championships since 2011.

► Voted one of the top 5 newbie friendly events in the country.

► Voted one of the top 10 best international triathlons.

► 2021 will be our 10th Anniversary.

► Registration was up 25% year to year, before Covid hit in 2020.

► Traditionally held on the 2nd Sunday in June.



Triathlon 
Demographics

► 78% of 2019 athletes 
were from MI

► 42% lived within 30 miles 
of Cascade Township

► 53% lived within 60 miles

► $126k – Average Income

► 80% of triathletes have 
4-year degree

► 33% have a Master’s



Covid Response
► Unknown future requires us to plan for multiple scenarios and our proposed 

changes give us the best chance for having a successful event in 2021.

► Best Case - Virus is under control and there is a vaccine available by Summer 
2021.

► Worst Case - We are still “living with” the virus, much like today.

► Social distancing, masks, revised safety protocols, etc. will be part of the 
event going forward for the foreseeable future.

► Goal for 2021 will be to increase social distancing along with other safety 
protocols:

► Increase size of transition to allow for more spacing between athletes.

► Decrease number of athletes & spectators on site.

► Decrease swim wave size.



Business Engagement
We want to partner with Cascade businesses in a proactive way. Our goal is to 
have a positive and targeted influence by driving our large participant base to 
area businesses. In previous years, our event was much more passive in this 
manner and we're striving to address this going forward.

► We have begun conversations with the Forest Hills Business Association and 
have offered to attend their early 2021 meeting to discuss how we can best 
engage local businesses. 



Proposed Change: Two-Day Event

► Benefits for Cascade:
► Highlight the area to potential 

customers for retail spending at the 
start of the summer.

► Benefits for the race and athletes:
► Spreads out participants and 

spectators over two days.

► Allows us to space athletes out more 
in transition.

► Allows for smaller swim waves.

► This will allow the addition of a 
“super sprint event, which makes for 
an even more inclusive event.

*We request this change for 2021 only in order to best position our event to be safe 
and successful in what is likely to be the continued pandemic. Our goal is to minimally 
impact residents and positively impact local businesses.  One or two-day event format 
will be re-evaluated after 2021.



Proposed Change: Two-Day Event

► Participation Caps - Sunday:
► Olympic – 500 people

► Half – 500 people

► Will be a “normal” Grand Rapids Tri 
day but with half the people.

► Participation Caps - Saturday:
► Super Sprint – 300 people

► Sprint – 600 people

► 87% of athletes finished their sprint 
distance race in 2 hours or less. 

► Race starts at 7am with most athletes 
finishing by 9am. 

► Notes:

► Registration will be opened in phases.  As we get closer to race day, we will open 
spots if we can safely do so until we hit the above caps.

► Saturday event should have a minimal impact on Cascade township as the run 
course will stop at Laraway Lake.



Phased Registration
► Registration will tentatively open December 28th 2020.
► This will be done in phases to help control the number of people at the 

event.
► We will review registrations and the state of the Covid-19 virus in an ongoing 

basis.  
► Phases will be as follows:

► Phase 1 – two-week period to allow people with 2020 deferrals to register.
► Phase 2 – 500 total registrations per race day.  This will INCLUDE deferrals.
► Phase 3 – Open 100 – 200 spots at a time, depending on circumstances as we get 

into Spring.



Proposed Change:
Saturday Closure/Detour Map

► Saturday, June 19 - Road Closure (4am – 11:30am)
► Thornapple River Drive from River St south to Laraway Lake Drive

► Buttrick Ave from Thornapple River Drive to Grand River Driver

► Grand River from Buttrick to Old Oak Hill Drive

► *The roads marked in RED will be closed to thru traffic with 
Police stationed at the various access points.

► Saturday Detour route coming from the SOUTH
► Heading on Cascade Rd SE

► Turn left onto Wycliff Dr SE

► Take a slight right turn onto 30th St SE

► Turn left onto Buttrick Ave SE

► *Thornapple River Dr will be OPEN from Cascade Road to Laraway 
Lake Drive, which is also OPEN.



Proposed Change:
Sunday Closure/Detour Map

► Sunday, June 20 - Road Closure (4am – 5pm)
► Thornapple River Drive from River St south to Laraway Lake Drive

► Buttrick Ave from Thornapple River Drive to Grand River Driver

► Grand River from Buttrick to Old Oak Hill Drive

► *The roads marked in RED will be closed to thru traffic with 
Police stationed at the various access points.

► Sunday Detour route coming from the SOUTH
► Heading on Cascade Rd SE

► Turn left onto Wycliff Dr SE

► Take a slight right turn onto 30th St SE

► Turn left onto Buttrick Ave SE



Proposed Change: Two-Day Event

Friday (June 11, 2021)

Setup digital road closure signs
•Thornapple River Drive (2)
•Buttrick/Grand River (1)

Friday (June 18, 2021)

Transition set up – Soccer fields
Pre-stage finish line area
Packet Pickup for Saturday’s event (at 
Mary Free Bed YMCA)

Saturday (June 19, 2021)

4:30am – Roads closed
5:15am - Transition opens
7:00am – Race begins
11:30am - Roads Open
Packet Pickup for Sunday’s events (YMCA)

Sunday (June 20, 2021)

4:30am – Roads closed
5:15am - Transition opens
7:00am – Race begins
5:00pm - Roads Open



Official Charity Partner

► We have helped to raise more than $100k since 2017

► Team founder is local and has recruited over 40 local people.

► Program expanded across the state and to other races but Grand Rapids Tri 
serves as the example of what can be done when a charity, small business, 
and municipalities work together.

► “The partnership with the Grand Rapids Tri has helped Make-A-Wish Michigan 
grow our mission through awareness and funds that has ultimately helped 
grant wishes for local children, gain new supporters through individual, 
community support and corporate giving. Because of the relationship we have 
cultivated with the race directors for the GR TRI, the Dream Team's success 
has now grown throughout the state by encouraging other races to partner 
with Make-A-Wish Michigan. ”



Local Charity Partner

► We have selected Brody’s Be Cafe to support in 2021.

► This local business has been in business since Summer 2019.

► “Brody's Be Cafe is a non-profit coffee shop that employs individuals with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities. We BElieve everyone BElongs and 
we can work BEside one another.”



Summary

► Covid has changed how races will be put on going forward.

► Approaching capacity with current setup, regardless of Covid.

► Moving transition will allow for more social distancing.

► Two-day event will allow us to reduce the number of athletes on site each 
day by splitting up our event categories and will allow for more social 
distancing throughout the event.

► Two-day event will also ease parking and potential congestion.

► Course itself will remain relatively unchanged except for a few small 
modifications to account for added distance from moving finish line.  Existing 
course maps are available at www.GrandRapidsTri.com



Map Appendix



Swim Course

► Super Sprint - 400 meters

► Sprint - 600 meters

► Olympic - 1500 meters

► Half - 1.2 miles



Bike Course 
(Saturday)

► Super Sprint - 10k

► Sprint - 20k
SUPER SPRINT

SPRINT



Bike Course
(Sunday)

► Olympic - 40k

► Half - 56 miles
OLYMPIC

HALF



Run Course
(Saturday)

► Super Sprint - 2.5k

► Sprint - 5k

SUPER SPRINT SPRINT



Run Course
(Sunday)

► Olympic - 10k

► Half - 13.1 miles 
(2 loops)

OLYMPIC HALF



Shuttle Route

Key
Road Closure
Traffic Direction
Drop Off
People Path



Athlete Drop-off



NEW BUSINESS 

 

TOWNSHIP BOARD MEMORANDUM 

To:   Cascade Charter Township Board 

From:   Sandra Korhorn, DDA/Economic Development Director  
Subject: Consider Pay Draw #5 for the Centennial Park Sidewalks & 

Medians project 
 
Meeting Date: December 16, 2020 
 
 

Attached is the contractor’s application for payment #5 for the Centennial Park 
Sidewalk, Lights and Median improvement project.  The pay application, pay estimate 
report and account balance are attached.   

The amount due is $33,570.43 The work completed and recommended for payment 
in this pay request has been reviewed and approved by FTCH.  The majority of the 
project is completed.  We are holding $2,000.00 in retainage for the replacement of 
median plantings.   

Staff recommends approval of Pay Draw #5 in the amount of $33,570.43 for the 
Centennial Park Sidewalk, Lights and Median improvement project.   

 

 
Attachments:  FTCH letter 
         Pay Draw #5 
 

 



Transmittal – Pay App
Sandra Korhorn   
Cascade Charter Township
2865 Thornhills Avenue SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49546

December 11, 2020

Re: Cascade Charter Township
2019 DDA Sidewalk, Lights, and Median Improvements

Project No. 181644

☐ FOR REVIEW
☒ FOR YOUR USE
☐ AS REQUESTED Sent By: Kevin E. Kietzman, PE

PAY APP 
NO.

PERIOD 
ENDING DESCRIPTION

5 12/10/2020 Application and Recommendation for Payment

COMMENTS
The noted Application and Recommendation for Payment has been reviewed. It is found to be in compliance 
with the work completed to date. An executed copy is attached. Please forward one copy, with payment, to the 
Contractor; ensure you keep a copy for your files.

By email
Copy: Jason Workman – Anlaan Corporation

Todd Huizenga – Anlaan Corporation



Cascade Charter Township 5

Project No. 181644

TO:

In Care of:

5 Project: 

February 26, 2020 Median Improvements

December 10, 2020

180639

1.

2.

3.

4.

% of Work Completed: $2,000.00

% of Stored Material: $0

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

$0.00

Change Order No. 1

Change Order No. 2

Change Order No. 3

Change Order No. 4

Change Order No. 5

Net Change by Change Orders

$0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00

$31,407.38

DEDUCTIONS

$0.00 $0.00

$0.00 $0.00

Balance to Finish, Plus Retainage (3 – 7 – 8) 

Total Retainage 

CHANGE ORDER SUMMARY:

Change Orders Approved by Owner ADDITIONS

$2,000.00

Retainage (Per Agreement)

Amount Eligible to Date (4 minus 5)

Less Previous Payments

Amount Due This Application (6 minus 7) 

$575,023.36

$541,452.93

$33,570.43

Gross Amount Due (From Unit Price Schedule)

Application No:

Period From:

To:

FTCH Project Number:

2019 DDA Sidewalk, Lights, and 

APPLICATION FOR PAYMENT:

Application for Payment is made, as indicated below, in connection with the Contract. Schedule of Values sheet is attached.

Original Contract Price 

Net change by Change Orders

Current Contract Price (1 plus 2)

$606,430.74

$0.00

$606,430.74

$577,023.36

Grand Rapids, MI  49546

Anlaan Corporation

P.O. Box 599

Grand Haven, MI 49417

FROM (Contractor):

Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber, Inc.

2019 DDA Sidewalk, Lights, and Median Improvements

Application for Payment No.

APPLICATION AND RECOMMENDATION FOR PAYMENT

PAGE 1 OF 2

1515 Arboretum Drive, SE

City of Grand Rapids



Cascade Charter Township 5

Project No. 181644

2019 DDA Sidewalk, Lights, and Median Improvements

Application for Payment No.

APPLICATION AND RECOMMENDATION FOR PAYMENT

Dated Anlaan Corporation

Contractor

By

(Signature)

Name and Title of Signatory

Dated By

(Signature)

Name and Title of Signatory

This Recommendation is not negotiable. The AMOUNT RECOMMENDED is payable only to Contractor named 

herein. Issuance, payment and acceptance of payment are without prejudice to any rights of Owner or Contractor 

under this Contract. 

This recommendation for payment is based on a review of the Work performed as compared to the amount of the 

application. This recommendation does not imply that Engineer is reviewing construction lien documents nor 

does it imply that Engineer is acting as a guarantor of the property. Any review of construction lien documents by 

Engineer is for information purposes only.

AMOUNT RECOMMENDED: $33,570.43

(Attach explanation if amount recommended differs from the amount applied for.)

ENGINEER:  Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber, Inc.

Jeremy McDonald, PE for Kevin E. Kietzman, PE

The undersigned Contractor certifies that to the best of its knowledge (1) all previous progress payments 

received from Owner on account of Work done under the Contract have been applied on account to discharge 

Contractor’s legitimate obligations incurred in connection with Work covered by prior Applications for Payment; 

(2) title of all Work, materials and equipment incorporated in said Work or otherwise listed in or covered by this

Application for Payment will pass to Owner at time of payment free and clear of all Liens, security interests and

encumbrances (except such as are covered by a bond acceptable to Owner indemnifying Owner against any

such Liens, security interest or encumbrances); and (3) all Work covered by this Application for Payment is in

accordance with the Contract Documents and is not defective.

ENGINEER'S RECOMMENDATION:

To:  City of Grand Rapids

In accordance with the Contract, the undersigned recommends payment to Contractor.

PAGE 2 OF 2

CONTRACTOR’S CERTIFICATION:

Nathan Wagenmake, Controller



Fishbeck
FieldManager 5.3c

12/10/2020 4:32 PM

Contract: _181644, Cascade Charter Township 2019 DDA

Construction Pay Estimate Report

Prime Contractor

Construction
Started Date

Electronic
File Created

No

Estimate
Type

Estimate
Date

All Contract
 Work Completed

Managing Office

12/10/2020 Semi-Monthly

Anlaan Corporation Fishbeck

Sarah K Davenport

Entered
By

5

Estimate
No.

Item Usage Summary
Mod.
No.

Item
Type

Project
Line No.

Prop.
LineItem Description Item Code Project Category Quantity Dollar Amount

_2202032 0032 181644 0001 0160 00 000 144.000 $216.003-inch PVC Sleeve

_2202023 0023 181644 0001 0115 00 000 5.200 $156.00ADA Sidewalk Ramp Tactile
Warning Plate

_2202020 0020 181644 0001 0100 00 000 130.000 $2,372.50Concrete Curb and Gutter

_2202021 0021 181644 0001 0105 00 000 259.300 $842.73Concrete Sidewalk, 4-inch

_2202006 0006 181644 0001 0030 00 000 166.220 $1,662.20Remove Concrete Sidewalk and
Drive Approach

$5,249.43Total Estimated Item Payment:

Time Charges

Liq. DamagesDays ChargedSite MethodSite DescriptionSite

00 Overall Contract Site $0289Calendar Days

Total Liquidated Damages: $0

Pre-Voucher Summary
Stockpile

Adjustment Dollar AmountItem PaymentVoucher No.Project

181644, Cascade Charter Township 2019 DDA
Sidewalk, Lights, and

0005 $5,249.43 $0.00 $5,249.43

Voucher Total: $5,249.43

Summary

Current Voucher Total: $5,249.43 Earnings to date: $577,023.36

-Current Retainage: ($28,321.00) - Retainage to date: $2,000.00

-Current Liquidated Damages: $0.00 - Liquidated Damages to date: $0.00

-Current Adjustments: $0.00 - Adjustments to date: $0.00

Total Estimated Payment: $33,570.43 Net Earnings to date: $575,023.36

- Payments to date: $541,452.93

Net Earnings this period: $33,570.43

Contract ID: _181644 Page 1 of 2Estimate: 5



Fishbeck
FieldManager 5.3c

12/10/2020 4:32 PM

Construction Pay Estimate Report

Estimate Certification

Mr. Kevin Kietzman - Fishbeck  (Project Engineer) and/or (Date)

Contract ID: _181644 Page 2 of 2Estimate: 5



Contract: _181644, Cascade Charter Township 2019 DDA

Construction Pay Estimate Amount Balance Report

Fishbeck

Estimate: 5

FieldManager 5.3c

12/10/2020 4:32 PM

Item Description
Item

Code

Prop.

Line Project Category
Authorized

Quantity Unit Price
Dollar Amt.

Paid To Date

Quantity This

Estimate

Qty. Paid

To Date

Total Qty.

Placed % Cpt

$46,000.00Mobilization _22020010001 181644 0001 1.000 46,000.00000 1.000 1.000 100%

$834.90Cash Allowances – Testing _22020020002 181644 0001 20,000.000 1.00000 834.900 834.900 4%

$17,000.00Maintaining Traffic _22020030003 181644 0001 1.000 17,000.00000 1.000 1.000 100%

$1,750.00Soil Erosion and Sedimentation
Control

_22020040004 181644 0001 1.000 3,500.00000 0.500 0.500 50%

$11,534.32Remove Pavement _22020050005 181644 0001 1,500.000 8.00000 1,441.790 1,441.790 96%

$2,790.00Remove Concrete Sidewalk and
Drive Approach

_22020060006 181644 0001 200.000 10.00000166.220 279.000 279.000 140%

$10,458.50Remove Concrete Curb and Gutter _22020070007 181644 0001 800.000 13.00000 804.500 804.500 101%

$6,000.00Remove Tree 6-inch and Larger _22020080008 181644 0001 24.000 250.00000 24.000 24.000 100%

$200.00Remove, Salvage, and Reinstall
Sign

_22020090009 181644 0001 2.000 100.00000 2.000 2.000 100%

$1,840.00Storm Sewer, 15-inch _22020100010 181644 0001 9.000 115.00000 16.000 16.000 178%

Storm Sewer, 18-inch _22020110011 181644 0001 15.000 125.00000 0.000   

$2,700.00Catch Basin, 4-foot Diameter _22020120012 181644 0001 1.000 2,700.00000 1.000 1.000 100%

$26,037.00Sidewalk Grading _22020130013 181644 0001 3,200.000 9.00000 2,893.000 2,893.000 90%

$753.00Subbase _22020140014 181644 0001 25.000 30.00000 25.100 25.100 100%

$13,216.80Aggregate Base, 8-inch _22020150015 181644 0001 1,500.000 12.00000 1,101.400 1,101.400 73%

$250.00Structure Casting, Adjust _22020160016 181644 0001 2.000 250.00000 1.000 1.000 50%

$500.00Valve Box, Adjust _22020170017 181644 0001 7.000 250.00000 2.000 2.000 29%

$2,940.00Bituminous Paving, LVSP _22020180018 181644 0001 30.000 105.00000 28.000 28.000 93%

$17,572.80Hand Patching, LVSP _22020190019 181644 0001 200.000 105.00000 167.360 167.360 84%

$44,575.63Concrete Curb and Gutter _22020200020 181644 0001 2,400.000 18.25000130.000 2,442.500 2,442.500 102%

$56,491.51Concrete Sidewalk, 4-inch _22020210021 181644 0001 17,500.000 3.25000259.300 17,382.000 17,382.000 99%

$16,807.88Concrete Sidewalk, 6-inch _22020220022 181644 0001 3,400.000 4.75000 3,538.500 3,538.500 104%

$4,590.00ADA Sidewalk Ramp Tactile
Warning Plate

_22020230023 181644 0001 150.000 30.000005.200 153.000 153.000 102%

$916.006-inch Pavement Marking _22020240024 181644 0001 240.000 4.00000 229.000 229.000 95%

Contract: _181644 Estimate: 5 Page 1 of 2



Construction Pay Estimate Amount Balance Report

Fishbeck

Estimate: 5

FieldManager 5.3c

12/10/2020 4:32 PM

Item Description
Item
Code

Prop.
Line Project Category

Authorized
Quantity Unit Price

Dollar Amt.
Paid To Date

Quantity This
Estimate

Qty. Paid
To Date

Total Qty.
Placed % Cpt

$3,200.006’-8’ Coniferous Tree _22020250025 181644 0001 10.000 320.00000 10.000 10.000 100%

$10,414.80Lawn Restoration _22020260026 181644 0001 3,200.000 3.60000 2,893.000 2,893.000 90%

$9,666.72Landscaping Planting _22020270027 181644 0001 1.000 9,666.72000 1.000 1.000 100%

$20,349.02Brick Pavers _22020280028 181644 0001 1.000 20,349.02000 1.000 1.000 100%

$15,854.48Miscellaneous Work Allowance _22020290029 181644 0001 10,000.000 1.00000 15,854.480 15,854.480 159%

Tree Trimming (Additional) _22020300030 181644 0001 10.000 115.00000 0.000   

$231,300.00Electrical Street Lighting _22020310031 181644 0001 1.000 231,300.00000 1.000 1.000 100%

$480.003-inch PVC Sleeve _22020320032 181644 0001 200.000 1.50000144.000 320.000 320.000 160%

Percentage of Contract Completed(curr): 95% Total Amount Paid This Estimate: $5,249.43

(total paid to date / total of all authorized work) Total Amount Paid To Date: $577,023.36

Contract: _181644 Estimate: 5 Page 2 of 2
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 CASCADE CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP 

Memo 
To: Cascade Township Board 

From: Jennifer Genter, Manager of Assessment Services 

CC:  

Date: 12/11/2020 

Re: Request for approval of 2021 Poverty Exemption Guidelines 

Attached is a resolution we approve each year for the updated Poverty Guidelines.  The only change is 
the updated Federal household income guidelines as reported on STC Bulletin 17 of 2020. 

We typically have maybe one application each year. 

If you have any questions, please contact me. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

P.O. BOX 30471 • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909 
www.michigan.gov/statetaxcommission • 517-335-3429 

GRETCHEN WHITMER 
GOVERNOR  

 
STATE OF MICHIGAN 

DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY 
LANSING  

RACHAEL EUBANKS 
STATE TREASURER 

 

Bulletin 17 of 2020 

October 20, 2020 

Procedural Changes for 2021 

          

TO:  Assessing Officers and County Equalization Directors 

 

FROM: State Tax Commission 

 

SUBJECT: Procedural Changes for the 2021 Assessment Year 

 

The purpose of this Bulletin to provide information on statutory changes, procedural changes and 

reminders for the 2021 assessment year. 

 

A. Inflation Rate Used in the 2021 Capped Value Formula 
 

The inflation rate, expressed as a multiplier, to be used in the 2021 Capped Value Formula is 

1.014. 

 

The 2021 Capped Value Formula is as follows: 

 

2021 CAPPED VALUE = (2020 Taxable Value – LOSSES) X 1.014 + ADDITIONS 

The formula above does not include 1.05 because the inflation rate multiplier of 1.014 is lower 

than 1.05.   

  

B. Federal Poverty Guidelines Used in the Determination of Poverty Exemptions 

for 2021 
 

MCL 211.7u, which deals with poverty exemptions, was significantly altered by PA 390 of 

1994 and was further amended by PA 620 of 2002.   

 

Local governing bodies are required to adopt guidelines that set income levels for their poverty 

exemption guidelines and those income levels shall not be set lower by a city or township than 

the federal poverty guidelines updated annually by the U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services.  This means, for example, that the income level for a household of 3 persons shall not 

be set lower than $21,720 which is the amount shown on the following chart for a family of 3 

persons.  The income level for a family of 3 persons may be set higher than $21,720. Following 

are the federal poverty guidelines for use in setting poverty exemption guidelines for 2021 

assessments:   

 

 

 

5102 (Rev. 01-19) 

http://www.michigan.gov/statetaxcommission
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Size of Family Unit Poverty Guidelines 

1 $12,760 

2 $17,240 

3 $21,720 

4 $26,200 

5 $30,680 

6 $35,160 

7 $39,640 

8 $44,120 

For each additional person $4,480 

 

Note: PA 390 of 1994 states that the poverty exemption guidelines established by the governing 

body of the local assessing unit shall also include an asset level test. An asset test means the 

amount of cash, fixed assets or other property that could be used, or converted to cash for use in 

the payment of property taxes. The asset test should calculate a maximum amount permitted and 

all other assets above that amount should be considered as available.  Please see STC Bulletin 6 

of 2017 for more information on poverty exemptions.  

 

Note:  PA 135 of 2012 changed the requirements for filing documentation in support of a 

poverty exemption to allow an affidavit (Treasury Form 4988) to be filed for all persons 

residing in the residence who were not required to file federal or state income tax returns in the 

current year or in the immediately preceding year. This does include the owner of the property 

who is filing for the exemption.    

C. Sales Studies  

Equalization study dates are as follows for 2021 equalization:  
 

Two Year Study: April 1, two years prior through March 31, current year  

Single Year Study: October 1, preceding year through September 30, current year  

 

For 2020 studies for 2021 equalization the dates are as follows:  
 

Two Year Study: April 1, 2018 through March 31, 2020  

Single Year Study: October 1, 2019 through September 30, 2020  

 

Note that the time period revisions apply to all equalization studies, that is: sales ratio studies, 

land value studies and economic condition factor studies for appraisals. Also note that the 

revised time period for two-year studies applies to all real property classifications.  

 

Please be advised that the above sale study dates are not the same as the valuation date used in 

appeals before the Michigan Tax Tribunal. Evidence presented in a Tax Tribunal appeal should 

reflect the value of the property as of tax day (December 31).  This means that sales occurring 

after March 31, 2020 and September 30, 2020 should still be considered and included when 

submitting evidence in a Tax Tribunal appeal involving the 2021 tax year. 
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D. Property Classification  
 

The State Tax Commission reminds assessors that classification is to be determined annually 

and is based upon the use of the property and not highest and best use of the property. The 

Commission is aware that some assessors are still classifying property according to highest and 

best use and/or are not classifying property on an annual basis.  The Commission asks that all 

assessors take the necessary steps to ensure that all real and personal property is properly 

classified according to MCL 211.34c. 

 

E.   Public Act 660 of 2018, Property Assessing Reform 
 

Public Act 660 of 2018 was approved by Governor Snyder on December 28, 2018 and 

amended the General Property Tax Act to provide a statutory framework to ensure proper 

assessing in order to guarantee the highest quality assessments for taxpayers as well as local 

units. The Act defines the requirements for substantial compliance with the General Property 

Tax Act, provides timelines for audits and follow-up audits, and details a process for bringing a 

local unit into compliance if they remain non-compliant after a follow-up review. 

 

The State Tax Commission will be continuously updating its website with information 

regarding PA 660 of 2018 including bulletins, guidance and any required forms. Information 

on Property Assessing Reform is available on the State Tax Commission’s website at 

www.michigan.gov/statetaxcommission under the Property Assessing Reform link. 

The Commission has also established a dedicated email for submitting questions related to 

Property Assessing Reform. Any questions concerning Property Assessing Reform should be 

directed to AssessingReformQuestions@michigan.gov. 

Designated Assessor Submission and Approval Process 

 
PA 660 provides the process for determining who the Designated Assessors will be.  Each 

County is required to enter into an interlocal agreement that designates the individual who will 

serve as the County’s Designated Assessor. That interlocal agreement must be approved by the 

County Board and a majority of the assessing districts in the County. Once the interlocal 

agreement is approved, it is sent to the State Tax Commission for final approval. Form 5697 

State Tax Commission Petition for Approval of County Designated Assessor, including a copy 

of the interlocal agreement, must be submitted to the State Tax Commission by December 

31, 2020. A Checklist and Interlocal Agreement Template are available on the State Tax 

Commission’s website under the Property Assessing Reform link. 

 

If the State Tax Commission determines that an individual named as the Designated Assessor 

is capable of ensuring that the assessing districts within the county will achieve and maintain 

substantial compliance, the Commission shall approve that individual as the County’s 

Designated Assessor. Once approved, the designation will not be revoked for at least five years 

from the approval date. 

 

If the State Tax Commission is unable to approve the individual identified as the county’s 

Designated Assessor because the Commission determines that the proposed Designated 

Assessor is not capable of ensuring that the assessing districts will achieve and maintain 

https://www.michigan.gov/statetaxcommission
mailto:AssessingReformQuestions@michigan.gov
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substantial compliance, the county must submit a new Designated Assessor candidate and 

accompanying interlocal agreement within sixty days of the Commission’s determination. The 

county will be required to repeat the process until a satisfactory Designated Assessor can be 

approved. The State Tax Commission will appoint an individual to serve as the county’s 

temporary Designated Assessor during this period. 

 

Further detail regarding the Designated Assessor can be found in Bulletin 8 of 2020. 

 

Village Waiver 

Form 5689 Application for State Tax Commission Approval of Village Assessment. MCL 

211.10d(7) provides that a village that is located in more than 1 assessing district may, in a 

form and manner prescribed by the state tax commission, request state tax commission 

approval that the assessment of property within the village be combined with the assessment of 

property in 1 of those assessing districts. 

The completed Form, with the required resolution and all other attachments, must be submitted 

to the State Tax Commission, PO Box 30471, Lansing, Michigan 48909.  

Consolidating Boards of Review 

 

PA 660 of 2018 allows Boards of Review across two or more contiguous local units to be 

combined. The governing bodies of each local unit may enter into an agreement to appoint a 

single board of review to serve as the board of review for each of the contiguous local units. 

PA 660 further states that the already existing requirements in MCL 211.28(1) – (5) should 

serve as a guide in determining the size, composition, and manner of appointment of a board of 

review. Those requirements are: 

 

• At least 2/3 of the members must be property taxpayers of the township.   

• Members appointed to the board of review shall serve for terms of 2 years beginning at 

noon on January 1 of each odd-numbered year.  

• A member of the township board is not eligible to serve on the board or to fill any 

vacancy. A spouse, mother, father, sister, brother, son, or daughter, including an 

adopted child, of the assessor is not eligible to serve on the board or to fill any vacancy. 

• At least 2 members of a 3-member board of review shall be present to conduct any 

business or hearings of the board of review. 

• The township board may appoint 3, 6, or 9 electors of the township, who will constitute 

a board of review for the township. If 6 or 9 members are appointed as provided in this 

subsection, the membership of the board of review must be divided into board of review 

committees consisting of 3 members each. 

• A township board may appoint not more than 2 alternate members for the same term as 

regular members of the board of review. 

The size, composition, and manner of appointment of the board of review of a 

city may be prescribed by the charter of a city. 
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F. Tax Tribunal Small Claims Division Hearings 
 

Assessors should carefully read all notices, orders and other correspondence sent by the Tax 

Tribunal. Assessors should pay special attention to the Notice of Hearing and ensure they are 

available at the date and time of the scheduled hearing. It is important to appear at the hearing 

and to timely file with the Tax Tribunal and serve a copy to the taxpayer of all evidence and 

documentation you wish to be considered at the hearing.  

 

Assessors representing their local unit in Tax Tribunal hearings need to submit evidence to 

support the value of the property under appeal. If the assessor is relying on the property record 

card as evidence of value, the property record card must be for the year(s) being appealed. The 

complete property record card, including all calculations should be provided; do not submit a 

property record card that states “calculations too long” and then fail to include the additional 

calculations. Also, it is important to submit the studies prepared that support the economic 

condition factor and land value on the record card. Assessors should also be able to explain at 

the Tax Tribunal hearing how the value shown on the property record card was calculated. More 

information regarding the Michigan Tax Tribunal, including Tribunal Rules, forms and 

instructions is available at www.michigan.gov/taxtribunal.  

 

Assessors are also reminded that any change in contact information, including a change in email 

address, must be submitted to the Tax Tribunal to ensure that all case notifications are received.  

 

G. EMPP and ESA Reminders 
 

In Late September and early October, the ESA Section begins to send out Summary of Changes 

letters for all taxpayers that have certified their ESA Statement and paid ESA liability in full.   

Recognizing that manufacturers occasionally move personal property between facilities located 

in different jurisdictions, a copy of this letter is sent to every local unit in which a taxpayer has 

reported EMPP if a change on their ESA Statement has been made to any parcel located in any 

local unit.  This is done to assist each assessor in identifying property that may have been 

moved in or out of their local unit.  Assessors are advised that even if their local unit is not listed 

on the Summary of Changes letter, it may be prudent to note whether any changes made to a 

parcel reported in another local unit may affect a parcel located in their local unit. 

 

At times, taxpayers attempt to add a parcel to their ESA Statement that was not previously 

reported to the Department of Treasury.  In these cases, the ESA Section will reach out to the 

assessor to ask if a Combined Document (Form 5278) was filed for the parcel and, if it was, 

request a copy of the Form.  ESA Staff will also ask for a letter confirming that the EMPP 

exemption was claimed properly and that the failure to transmit the information to the 

Department of Treasury was not the fault of the taxpayer.  These letters are not used to 

incriminate an assessor who made a mistake, but rather to add to Treasury files to document 

why a parcel was added to an ESA Statement after the statement was generated in late April.  

 

The ESA Section has received consent judgments entered by the Michigan Tax Tribunal for 

stipulated agreements between EMPP claimants and the local units in which they have personal 

property.  It is extremely important that any stipulated agreement filed with the Michigan Tax 

Tribunal indicates that the personal property reported on the parcel meets the definition of 

“eligible manufacturing personal property,” identifies which eligible manufacturing personal 

https://www.michigan.gov/taxtribunal
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property qualifies for the exemption under MCL 211.9m and MCL 211.9n, and directs the 

Department of Treasury to generate an ESA statement so that the taxpayer may pay ESA on the 

exempt personal property.  Assessors are advised to contact the ESA Section for a list of 

previous dockets that contained the appropriate requirements. 

 

More information is available in the Assessors Guide to EMPP and ESA available online at 

www.michigan.gov/propertytaxexemptions.  

 

Further information and guidance on the Eligible Manufacturing Personal Property (EMPP) 

Exemption, Special Acts and the Essential Services Assessment (ESA) is available at 

www.michigan.gov/ESA. Additional questions should be sent via email to 

ESAQuestions@michigan.gov. 
 

H. Omitted or Incorrectly Reported Property (MCL 211.154) 
 

Assessors are reminded that when submitting 154 petitions it is necessary to include complete 

copies of the property record cards for every year a change is being requested on the petition. 

For example, if a 154 petition requests a change for 2017 and 2018, the property record card for 

2017 and the property record card for 2018 should be submitted. In addition, assessor must 

submit the calculations and documents needed to understand the reasons for the change and the 

amount of the requested change in the assessment and taxable values. Additionally, the 154 

petition must contain an original signature. The Commission cannot accept electronic signatures 

or scanned signatures on petitions. 

 

For 154 petitions involving removal of personal property, staff may request verification that the 

assessor inspected personal property location or otherwise confirmed that the personal property 

was disposed and was not located in the local unit on the applicable tax day.  Additionally, staff 

may inquire as to the extent of the assessor’s communication with the taxpayer in order to 

confirm that personal property was reported in the new location.   
 

Questions can be directed to the staff at Treas-154petitions@michigan.gov. Additional 

information, including Bulletin 2 of 2018 and copies of the approved forms, are available online 

at  www.michigan.gov/154petitions. 
 

I. Disabled Veterans Exemption – Qualified Error 
 

On October 14, 2020, PA 206 of 2020 was signed into law. This Act amends MCL 211.53b 

regarding July and December Board of Review authority by adding as a qualified error an issue 

beyond the control of a disabled veteran or the unremarried surviving spouse that caused a 

denial of the disabled veterans exemption:  
 

1. An error made by the local tax collecting unit in processing of a timely filed exemption 

affidavit; or 
 

2. A delay in the determination by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs that a 

veteran is permanently and totally disabled as a result of military service and entitled to 

veterans’ benefits at the 100% rate. 
 

As a reminder, a correction by the July and December Board of Review for a qualified error can 

be made for the current year and the immediately prior year only. 

https://www.michigan.gov/propertytaxexemptions
https://www.michigan.gov/ESA
mailto:ESAQuestions@michigan.gov
mailto:Treas-154petitions@michigan.gov
https://www.michigan.gov/154petitions
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J. Authority of July and December Boards of Review 
 

Assessors are reminded that the July and December Boards of Review may only act on matters 

described in MCL 211.53b. This includes: Qualified Errors, and appeals provided for in sections 

7u (Poverty Exemption), 7cc (Principal Residence Exemption), 7ee (Qualified Agricultural 

Exemption), 7jj (Qualified Forest Exemption), and 9o (Small Business Taxpayer Exemption). 

Assessors should carefully review the Board of Review FAQ and Bulletins 5 of 2017 and 6 of 

2018 to ensure their Boards of Review are acting within their statutory authorities. Assessors 

should not be requesting that the July or December Boards of Review take action outside of the 

limited authority provided in MCL 211.53b. 



CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
Kent County, Michigan 

Resolution     /2020 
 
 

RESOLUTION TO ADOPT 2021 POVERTY EXEMPTION  
POLICY AND GUIDELINES  

 
At a regular meeting of the Township Board for the Township of Cascade, 
County of Kent, State of Michigan, on the 16 of December, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT:   
 
MEMBERS ABSENT:  
 
Resolution offered by:       Supported by: 
 
WHEREAS, on December 1, 2004 the Cascade Charter Township Board did 
establish “Policies and Guideline to Grant Poverty Exemption, and 
 
WHEREAS, Resolution #55/2006 did approve the “Policy and Guidelines to 
Grant Poverty Exemptions” in accordance with the State Tax Commission 
Bulletin #5 dated January 23, 1995, and Bulletin #1 dated January 8, 2003 and 
 
WHEREAS, The Board of Review and Assessor’s office recognized the need to 
adopt definite procedures and guidelines, approved by the Township Board, to 
be used as standards when considering appeals made based upon financial 
hardship. 
 
NOW, BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that the Cascade Charter Township 
Board approves the “2021 Poverty Exemption Policy and Guidelines” as updated 
per the Federal Poverty Guidelines for the 2021 assessments which is attached.   
 
The vote being as follows on the foregoing resolution: 
 
YEAS:   
 
NAYS:   
 
ABSENT:   
 

                                                                                  
______________________________  

                                                                                    Susan Slater 
       Cascade Charter Township Clerk 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I certify that the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the 
Cascade Charter Township Board at a Regular Meeting held on December 16, 
2020 
 
 
     
Dated:  December 16, 2020 
 
                                ______________________________ 
         Susan Slater 
        Cascade Charter Township Clerk 

 
 



 Federal Poverty Guidelines Used in the Determination of 
Poverty Exemptions for 2021 

  
MCL 211.7u, which deals with poverty exemptions, was significantly altered by PA 
390 of 1994 and was further amended by PA 620 of 2002.  
 
Local governing bodies are required to adopt guidelines that set income levels for 
their poverty exemption guidelines and those income levels shall not be set lower 
by a city or township than the federal poverty guidelines updated annually by the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services. This means, for example, that the 
income level for a household of 3 persons shall not be set lower than $21,720 which 
is the amount shown on the following chart for a family of 3 persons. The income 
level for a family of 3 persons may be set higher than $21,720. Following are the 
federal poverty guidelines for use in setting poverty exemption guidelines for 2021 
assessments: 

 
Size of Family Unit  Poverty Guidelines  
1  $12,760  
2  $17,240  
3  $21,720  
4  $26,200  
5  $30,680  
6  $35,160  
7  $39,640  
8  $44,120  
For each additional 
person  

$4,480  

 
 
Note: PA 390 of 1994 states that the poverty exemption guidelines established by 
the governing body of the local assessing unit shall also include an asset level test. 
An asset test means the amount of cash, fixed assets or other property that could be 
used, or converted to cash for use in the payment of property taxes. The asset test 
should calculate a maximum amount permitted and all other assets above that 
amount should be considered as available. Please see STC Bulletin 6 of 2017 for 
more information on poverty exemptions.  
 
Note: PA 135 of 2012 changed the requirements for filing documentation in support 
of a poverty exemption to allow an affidavit (Treasury Form 4988) to be filed for all 
persons residing in the residence who were not required to file federal or state 
income tax returns in the current year or in the immediately preceding year. This 
does include the owner of the property who is filing for the exemption. 
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 CASCADE CHARTER 
TOWNSHIP 

Memo 
To: Cascade Township Board 

From: Jennifer Genter, Manager of Assessment Services 

CC:  

Date: 12/11/2020 

Re: Request to approve Resolution to Approve the Intent to Levy the 2021 Millage Rates 

 

The Board approves this resolution each year announcing the millage rates that will be the basis for the 
2021 property tax levy.   

The resolution is approved after the approval of the budget. 

 

 



CASCADE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 

Kent County, Michigan 

Resolution    / 2020 

 

 

RESOLUTION OF INTENT TO LEVY THE 2021 MILLAGE RATES 

 

 

 

WHERE AS, The Township intends on complying with Section 16 of the Uniform Budgeting 

and Accounting Act by holding a public hearing on its proposed budget.   

 

 

WHERE AS, the Township gave notice of the hearing, by publication, in the local newspaper of 

general circulation at least 6 days before the hearing.  The notice included the time 

and place of the hearing and stated the place where a copy of the budget is available 

for public inspection.  The date and time is December 16, 2020 at 7:00pm.  As 

required, the notice included the following “the property tax millage rate 

proposed to be levied to support the proposed budget will be a subject of this 

hearing”.  

 

WHERE AS, the 2020 millage rates for Cascade Township are as follows: 

 

 Operating    0.9632    

 Ex. Vote Fire/Police  0.4334 

 Ex. Vote Police  0.2469 

 Ex Vote Fire   0.5036 

 Ex. Vote Library  0.1486 

 Pathway   0.3484 

 Ex. Vote Fire   0.5750 

 Open Space/Parks  0.2280 

 

 

These millage rates will be utilized as the basis for calculating the 2021 millage rates, as well as  

any millage reduction factors that may apply.  The millage reduction factors will be determined  

in May, 2021. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Cascade Township intends to levy the maximum 

allowable after all millage reduction factors have been applied for the 2021 tax year. 

 

 

The foregoing resolution was offered by Board Member       and supported by Board Member           

with the vote being as follows: 

 

YEAS:   

 

 

NAYS: 

    

 

ABSENT:    

 

Resolution declared adopted. 

 

 

 

             

       Susan Slater 

       Cascade Charter Township Clerk 

 

 
 



CERTIFICATION 

 

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of a Resolution adopted by the Cascade Charter 

Township Board at a Regular Board Meeting held on December 16, 2020 

 

 

 

             

       Susan Slater 

       Cascade Charter Township Clerk 
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